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PROCEEDIN GS and DEBATES 
Of the FOURTH SESSION of he 


HOUSE of COMMONS 
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Fourteenth Parliament of Great-Britain ; 


Appointed to be held at W:/iminſter, on Thurſday the 18th day of 
November, 1777. 


AS ſoon as the Commons were returned from the Lords, 
and the Speaker had read the King's ſpeech, 


Lord Hyde moved, That an humble addreſs be preſented to Lora 


his Majefty, &c. His Lordſhip prefaced his motion by a 
panegyric on the prudence of government, the neceſſity of 
the war, and the good conduct of our commanders, who, 
notwithſtanding ſome infinuations thrown out lately in the 

ublic prints, deſerved our utmoſt confidence, and amply 
juſtified that hope which his Majefty as well as his Mimfters 
placed in their future exertions. He faid, that the en/e reci- 
dendum was not adopted until the views and actions of the 
Americans called loudly for the meaſure, and that he doubted 
not but the prudence of government would ſeize every op- 
portunity to put a ſtop to the effuſion of blood, when the 
honour, the dignity, or the intereſt of the nation would ad- 


mit of ſuch a defirable effort, 


Sir Gilbert Elliot, in ſeconding the motion, obſerved, that gi, en. | 
though he had not the honour of a ſeat in the Houſe when Elliot. 


the grand objects of the preſent unhappy war were under the 
<iſcuſſion of Parliament, yet he was well aware that they 
had been already viewed on both ſides of the Houſe in every 
light wherein they were capable of being ſeen. . And, in- 

Vor. VIII. B deed, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 177). 


decd, if they had not, it was perhaps now unneceſſary to diſ- 
cuſs them. The queſtion was not now whether America 
was originally right or wrong; but whether ſhe ſhould or 
ſhould not remain independent. And taking the caſe of the 
colonies as it now ſtands, he was aſtoniſhed that any man, 
born and educated in Britain, could ſtand up in that Houſe 
to expreſs a ſentiment contrary to the ſpirit of the meaſures 
adopted by government, and conveyed to us in the language 
of his Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeech. He took occaſion to 
mtroduce an obſervation on the preſent ſtate of our trade and 
commerce; averring, that ſo far from being diminiſhed by 
the preſent conteſt, as might reaſonably be feared, they were 
rather increaſed within the laſt twelve months. He heard 
nothing of our artiſans being unemployed in any branch of 
trade in the kingdom; and, bating a little increaſe of luxu- 
ry, which, upon the whole, was rather a thriving ſymp- 
tom, he believed the nation was in as flouriſhing a condition 
as at any period in his memory. He, in explicit - terms, 
ſtigmatized thoſe who were of an oppoſite opinion, as a ſet 
of people pervaded with the ſpirit of faction. 


Marquis of The Marquis of Granby lamented the conſequences which 
Grazby. muſt fall upon this nation as well as upon the Americans, 


from ſo unnatural a war. He ſeemed to take an equal inte- 
reſt in the calamities it muſt bring upon both, and expreſſed 
the moſt ardent wiſh of employing the preſent moment to 
lay at leaſt the ground-work of an accommodation, The 
powers of Great Britain had been exerted, during three ſuc- 
ceſſive campaigns, to obtain peace with that continent by the 
point of the ſword ; and flattering himſelf that the preſent 
moment of uncertainty, with reſpect to the ſucceſs of our 
arms, was a moſt proper time for attempting to effe& it by 
a meaſure of cordiality, he begged leave to read an amend- 
ment which he ſhould move to be inſerted in the addrets 
then pending before the Houſe. The ſubſtance of this 
amendment was, to adviſe his Majeſty to adopt ſome mea- 
ſures for accommodating the differences with America by 
treaty ; and for the better effectuating ſo deſirable a purpote, 
to agree to a ceſſation of all hoſtilities ; at the ſame time to 
aſſure his Majeſty of the determination of his Commons to 
co-operate with him in every meaſure that could contribute 
to the re- eſtabliſhment of peace, and the drawing ſuch 
lines as ſhould afford ſufficient ſecurity to the terms of pa- 
cification.“ Fn 
4 , | Lord 
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Lord John Cavendiſh ſeconded the motion for the amend- Lord J 
ment; pointed out the inconfiſtency of thoſe ſentiments of Cavendi/h. 
humanity in the King's ſpeech, which the meaſures of ad- 
miniftration ſo openly contradicted. He ſaid, that, for an 
ideal revenue of five or {ix hundred thouſand pounds, fifteen 
millions had been already expended ; that great profeſſions 
had been made from the throne two years back, of what was 
to be done; but, inſtead of finding them fulfilled, he per- 
ceived that fallere et effugere eft triumphus with the miniſtry ;. 
for that laſt ſummer our coaſts ſwarmed with the American 
privateers; and how much their force was dreaded by go- 

vernment, he could prove, being himſelf an eye-witneſs of 
the fortification of Dublin harbour, which had never been 
deemed neceſſary before, even 1n a war with our natural and 
moſt inveterate enemies: that ſo far from our ſucceeding, 
every campaign, in his opinion the preſent meaſures ſerved 
only to lead to an eternity of war; that he could have no 
delight in the intelligence of the ſucceſs of either force, as 
it muſt naturally be deſtructive of the deareſt intereſts of this 
country. His Lordſhip faid, he had no objection to the 
congratulatory compliments to his Majeſty contained in the 
addreſs, but wiſhed heartily for the propoſed amendment, 
thinking it the only ſtep that could lead to the wiſhed-for re- 
conciliation, He did this, he faid, with the greater readinefs, 
as he truſted it would be univerſally allowed that the propo- 
fition came from the pureſt and moſt liberal motives ; . 4 
the young nobleman by whom it was offered was ſo circum- 
ſtanced in point of fortune, family, and dignity, that it was 
impoſſible for any cauſe to affect the ſtate in general, without 
having a ſimilar effect with reſpect to him in particular: he 
therefore hoped the motion would be conſidered by the Houſe 
with a more ſerious degree of attention. He then went into 
the conduct of the war during the three laſt campaigns, and 
from the little effect which coercion has produced, as well as 
from the ties of humanity and relative duties, deduced the 
expediency of adopting the meaſures recommended in the 
motion. | 

Governor Johnſtone ſaid, he muſt condemn the general and Governor 

violent cenſure thrown out by that young member | Sir Gil- Fobnfone. 
bert Elliot] on thoſe gentlemen who had maintained opi- 
nions different from his, for ſeveral years before he came into 
Parliament, and who, at this day, found no reaſon to alter 
thoſe opinions. He profeſſed himſelf one of thoſe gentlemen 
hom the young member had branded with the appellation 
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of a faction, and to, juſtify his ſentiments, offered a variety 
of reaſons chiefly deduced from facts. He ſpoke ſtrenuouſly 
of the merit of Lord Howe as a commander, not only 
from his conduct in the preſent war, but from his own per- 
ſonal knowledge of him. The difficulties he muſt have met 
in his paſſage from New York to the Elk were numerous 
and immenſe ; yet he underitood this gallant officer, equip- 

d as a common failor, with a jacket and trowſers, went 

imſelf into the boats, and with the plumb in his hands, 
conducted a large fleet up to Cheſapeak Bay, thro? ſhoals 
and obſtructions, which it was thought by able officers were 
1mpraCticable to get over. But he denied that any real ad- 
vantage had been acquired by thoſe great achievements ; he 
denied that our trade was in a flouriſhing ſtate: we had 
loſt the Mediterranean trade, the African trade; and even 
our home trade was invaded ; for very lately a number of 
French bottoms had been employed to carry our own goods 
from the river Thames; and as the young member. muſt 
certainly be a man of learning, he ought to have known 
that a riſe in the intereſt of money, is a certain ſign of the 
decay of trade. 

He defended the minority againſt the imputation of being 
factious, and ſaid, that the conteſt was now of ſuch a nature, 
that both ſides of the Houte, he had no doubt, acted from 
8 8 in defence of their different opinions. He ex- 

orted the Houſe to be circumſpect, and wary in the ſtep 
they were going to take, and not, without a ray of infor- 
mation {from the miniſtry, - now give the deciſive vote to 
conquer or die! He then gave a melancholy detail of the 
military operations of the preſent campaign, and particu- 
larly of General Burgoyne's defcat :---ſaid that America 
was forced to declare her independency, in order to ſecure fo- 
reign aſſiſtance :- again ſpoke highly of the character of 
the Britiſh commanders, particularly Lord Howe. The 
Governor therefore drew as a concluſion, that, if ſucceis 
was not to be derived from ſuch commanders, there muſt be 
ſome inherent obſtacle in the cauſe in which they embarked, 
which could not be got over, Here, in a digreſſion, he drew 
a {kerch,of the ftate of Spain, under the reign of Charles V. 
-- of his vaſt conqueſts in different parts of the globe, and 
his diicoveries of unxnown countries, and contraſted it with 
the ahject and contemptible ſtate that mighty empire was 
hurried into by his ion, in an ill-founded conteſt with the 
United States of Holland; and from which it has m_ 
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raiſed its head; that the latter prince was the firſt who 
found out funding, and afterwards broke the national en- 
gagements he had thereby contracted. Obſerved that the 
alarming ſituation of this country might be collected from 
the preſent exorbitant intereſt of money, and that the trade 
of it was now in the hands of government. He concluded 
with remarking, that all he wiſhed, in order to accommodate 
the preſent — was to ſee America brought back to 
what ſhe was at the end of the laſt war. | | 
Mr. Hikes. By the cftablithed doctrine of Parliament, I 
am authoriſed to confider the firft day of a new ſeſſion as pe- 
culiarly the day of the miniſter ; perhaps more peculiarly ſo 
than even the important day towards the cloſe of the ſeſſion, 
which is regarded as the day of his triumph, and called his 
opening of the budget. On that day, the miniſter ſubmits 
to the Houſe his ſtate of the finances of this kingdom, an 
account of the various ſums voted during the ſeſſion, the 
ways and means he propotes of rating the ſupply, the cer- 
| tain and probable expences of the year, the new taxes, and in 
general the revenues and ſources of the empire. This firſt 
day of a ſeſſion is ſtill more intereſting, and holds forth more 
important matter to our conſideration, The ſeſſion is regu- 
larly. opened by a ſpeech from the throne ; but, although 
| pronounced by the King, it is parliamentary language al- 
| ways to ſtile it the ſpeech of the miniſter, that in a fair and 
| full diſcuſſion of it, the ſacred name of majeſty may not be 
| *made ule of to controul or check that freedom of debate, : 
which is the eſſence, and conſtitutes the great dignity, of an 
Engliſh Houſe of Commons. "The miniſter, Sir, then, in 
the ſpeech, gives us a general view of our fituation both at 
| home and abroad, the probability of the continuance of war 
| or peace, the ſtate of foreign powers, ſo far as they, are 
: likely to affect this empire, and, in ſhort, whatever has a re- 
| lation to our internal ſecurity, or foreign connections with 
the allies of the crown. But, Sir, this is only the miniſter's 
coup d'œi, of the kingdom; his declaration of what he thinks 
the actual ſituation of public affairs. It is a kind of mini- 
| ſterial chart, which the Houſe may adopt, or reje& at plea- 
ſure, and purſue the ſame, or a courſe directly oppoſite. I 
| thought it neceſſary, Sir, to premiſe this before I go into the 
| examination of the paper on our table; and I ſhall not ſcru- 
| ple to avail myſelf of the right I claim, as one of the repre- 
| tentatives of the people, to treat that production as contain- 
wg merely a ſketch of the miniſter's Jentiments, as the ſub- 
8 ſtance 
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ſtance of the political creed which he wiſhes to be received 

by the nation. i 
The ſpeech, Sir, in my idea, clearly conveys to this 
Houſe a firm reſolution to continue this unnatural, unjuſt, | 
and barbarous war, to our utter. deſtruction. It breathcs a 
ſpirit of unrelenting rage, of cruelty and carnage, a favage 
thirſt of blood. The torrents of blood already ſhed, and 
the prodigious waſte of national treaſure, have hitherto been 
followed with no fignal or ſplendid ſuceſſes. In the third 
gear of the war nothing decifive has happened. We are 
{till bleeding at every vein to ſupport this American conteſt, 
and I ſee no probability of a near and final period. We 
cannot but obſerve in the declaration of the miniſter, that 
, perſeverance in error, that fatal obſtinacy in the purſuance of 
his miſchievous plan, which muſt end in the ruin of our 
country, and the complete cſtabliſhment of another potent 
empire from the fragments of the B tiſh monarchy. Scarce- 
ly a faint gleam of hope dawns upon us. Minifters ſeem 
determined to ruſh on to imaginary conqueſt, and certain, 
irretrievable ruin; for if the war ſhould be continued, on 
the preſent wild and expenſive plan, it will effectually bank- 
rupt the nation. We are told, Sir, in the ſpeech, that the 
miniſter has a juſt confidence that the conduct and cou- 
rage of our officers, and the ſpirit and intrepidity of our for- 
ces, both by fea and land, will be attended with important 
acceſs.” The high ſpirit and courage of Envliſhmen has 
never been doubted. Would to God, Sir, they were at 
this time exerted in a good cauſe, in a juſt #4 righteous 
quarrel ! But, Sir, to this hour we know of no important 
ſucceſs; we have ſcarcely a certainty of one favourable 
event of this year's campaign. Even the miniſters trem- 
ble for the condition of General Burgoyne. I will however 
ſuppoſe that every advantage, which the moſt ſanguine friend 
of adminiſtration has propagated without proof, is at laſt 
authenticated, that Philadelphia is taken, and the army un- 
der General Waſhington totally defeated. Let us recollect, 
Sir, what paſſed after Boſton was taken by the Britiſh forces. 
Our general was ſoon beſieged in that ca; ital of New Eng- 
land, ignorniniouſly cooped up there many months with 
twenty regiments, and at laſt driven from thence, I know 
the colouring given to this retreat by the court-party among 
us, and have been nauſeated with the cant terms of our ge- 
nerals changing their quarters, and ſhifting their poſitions; 
but I Know likewiſe that their artillery and flores were oy 
behind. 
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behind. All the military men of this country now confeſs 
that the retreat of General Howe from Boſton was an abſo- 
lute flight, as much ſo, Sir, as that of Mahomcet from Mec- 
ca. Should Philadelphia be taken, we have indeed one 
more American town in our poſſeſſion, if it is not reduced 
to aſhes by us, like ſeveral other towns and villages. Shall 
we be able to keep it longer than we did Boſton? Will not 
experience warrant me to ſuſpect, that before the winter is 
over, we ſhall hear of General Howe's being beſieged in 
Philadelphia, and at laſt retiring from thence with the loſs 
of his heavy cannon and warlike ſtores, as he did from Boſ- 
ton? The object of the laſt year's campaign was the con- 
queſt of the two Jerſeys. It ſucceeded. This year our 
troops have been obliced to evacuate both the Jerſeys, which 
are lately declared to be out of the King's peace. I will 
likewiſe ſuppoſe, Sir, that the report of General Waſhington's 
defeat is confirmed, and the total diſperſion of that army. 
J remember about a month before the affair of Trenton, the 
army of General Waſhington had ſo entirely melted away, 
that he had not five hundred men under his command, yet 
the proſpect of ſucceſs againſt the German mercenaries there, 
gave him, at a critical moment, a ſmall but ſpirited army, 
and the juſt vengeance of America proved fatal to almoſt the 
whole body of Heſſians at Trenton. Admittirg that Gene- 
ral Waſhington has ſuffered a ſevere check, will he not be 
able to recruit, from an immenſe track of country devoted- 
to his cauſe and perfon ? Still, Sir, two other provincial ar- 
mies, in no ſmall degree formidable, ſubſiſt, one in Mafla- 
chufets Bay, the other in South Carolina. They have re- 
teived no check; they may march againſt the army of Ge- 
neral Howe, reduced and weakened by the brilliant victories 
which he is taid to have gained. To give the ſtrongeſt force 
to this reaſoning, let me put the cale of a general diſperſion 
of the provincial troops in America, and of the diſſolution 
of the Congreſs, what conduct can Great Britain then pur- 
ſue? How will you preſerve a country that extends from 
Hudſon's Bay to the ſouthern extremity of Florida? Will 
you garriſon all their towns? Will your army ſeparate and 
£0 into cantonments ? If you do, wherever you are weak, 
jou will be attacked, and your troops probably meet the fate 
of the Heſhans at Trenton. But, Sir, this country neither 
has, nor can raiſe, an army adequate to theſe purpoſes z 
and if we could hire all the regimented favages of Germany 
and Ruſſia, the common deſtrovers of the human race, = 
| : mu 
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muſt fink under the attempt. The nation would be beggared 
by the effort. The noble Lord at the head of our finances 
would ſoon find-all the pillars of public credit ſhaken to their 
foundations, and all the fountains of national wealth dried 
up and exhauſted. On ſuch terms America is not worth the 
holding. | 
I am aware, Sir, that it will be ſaid, the Americnns, 
will, in cafe of general ſucceſs on your part, give up the con- 
teſt, and ſubmit to the terms you preſcribe. The late ex- 
perience of General Burgoyne is the fulleſt aniwer to this 
objection. He tells us, that the very provincials, who were 
moſt forward to profeſs themſelves loyalifts, and to take the 
oaths of allegiance, and to ſubmit to Lieutenant Colonel 
Baum, were the firſt that fired on him ; that they ſet the ex- 
ample to the other troops, which ended in the total deſtruc- 
tion of that detachment, He highly blames a provincial 
gentleman for being ſo incautious as to leave at liberty ſuch 
as took the oath of allegiance ; a ſtrange mode of perſuading 
the others, to confine their countrymen the moment you con- 
ſent to admit them to ſwear allegiance, Men are not con- 
verted, Sir, by the force of the bayonet at the breaſt, nor 
by impriſonment. It is like the violence of a highwayman, 
He takes your purſe indeed, but you recover it the inſtant 
you become ſtronger than the robber. Nor 1s this to be 
_ conſidered as treachery. It was a compact founded only in 
force, and deſtroyed in the ſame manner. But I believe 
the Americans are neither to be cozened, nor by violence 
deprived of either liberty or property. I therefore recur, 
Sir, to the amendment propoled by the excellent Lord, * to 
addreſs his Majefty to order a ceſſation of hoſtilities, as the 
only means of beginning a treaty, and effecting a reconci- 
liation with our American brethren. The hoſtile meaſures 
echoed to the threne in the addreſs moved, will be ineffec- 
tual, and only ſerve to ſtrengthen the independence of the 
colonies; and give additional vigour to their refiftance, We 
cannot ſucceed by force, nor in this commercial country 1s 
the object worth our while, were it poffible. Let us carry 
this plain truth to the foot of the throne, and let Parliament 
hold to the nation a language different from what we have 


hitherto heard from miniſters, 
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The nation, Sir, has been duped for ſeveral years by a 
fucceſſion of miniſterial falſehoods. When the Boſton port 
bill paſſed, the miniſter declared that we ſhould ſoon have 
America at our feet, for the reſt of the Maſlachuſets Bay 
would deſert Boſton. The other provinces, he aſſured us, 
would, from a rooted jealouſy, rejoice at her humiliation, 
and divide her trade. When the whole province became 
like one man, it was ſaid the ſouthern colonies however diſap- 
proved the conduct of New England. After both. the 
ſouthern and northern colonies united, and made a common 
cauſe, we were told, that means were found to prevent the 
meeting of the Congreſs. General Gage declared, that he 
would be in the midit of them. He choſe however not then 
to ſhift his poſition, The Congreſs met without him, and 
in the moſt perfect ſpirit of unanimity, for their wranglings 
were never heard but by the gentlemen of our treaſury- 
bench. The non-importation and the non-exportation 
agreements were likewite declared impoſſible to ſubſiſt in a 
neſt of known ſmugglers, yet time has ſhewn how ſtrictl 
they have been preſerved. It was likewiſe moſt confidently 
averred, that the cowardly Americans dared not aſſemble in 
arms, and that two regiments were ſufficient to march 
through, and ſubdue, the rebellious colonies. This however 
muſt be acknowledged to be prior to the ſiege of General 
Howe and the twenty regiments in Boſton. I will not, Sir, 
tire the Houſe with reca,itulating the regular ſucceſſion of 
court tales and fictions; they have long been the amuſement 
of mankind, both at home and abroad. Miniſters however 
ſtill affect to believe, that thirteen colonies can be conquer- 
ed, after having for three years baffled all our efforts both 
by ſea and land, trained and diſciplined their people, ſettled 
to the ſatisfaction of the inhabitants their reſpective govern- 
ments, raiſed large armies to ſerve during the war, provided 
for their pay, and collected immenſe ſtores of artillery, 
arms, and ammunition, ſeconded by the zeal of all America, 
and more than the good-will and applauſe of all Europe---- 
except the court- faction among us. But, Sir, although 
Ameriea cannot be conquered, it may perhaps be regained by 
the arts of juſtice and equity, by temper and moderation. 
The ſword muſt firſt be ſheathed, according to the propoſed 
amendment of the noble Lord, and then we may talk of 
peace on fair and ſolid terms; on terms of equality as bre- 
thren, and heirs of the ſame free conſtitution. I would 
hope that things are not yet quite deſperate, I am ſure peace 
Voz, VIII. O will 
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will be the greateſt blefling to both countries. It is perhaps 
even more neceſlary for us than for them. The infant Ame- 
rican ſtate ſeems already to poſſeſs the ſtrength and vigour of 
the infant Hercules, ready to be exerted in a imilar manner, 
in ſubduing the monſters of tyranny and violence. Our ex- 
hauſted ftate is well known to our enemies, who triumph in 
our fatal diſtractions, and are preparing to avail themſelves 
of our diſtreſſed condition. Sir, I muſt again and again re- 
eat, that, in my idea, a reconciliation with America 1s ne- 
ceſſary for this country. A firm, laſting agreement with 
the colonies on terms of juſtice, or I am ture 1t will not be 
permanent, can alone ſave us from impending ruin. The 
anſwer of the Privernates to the Romans ſhould govern us, 
i bonam pacem, et jidam, et perpetuam=---ji maiun, houd diutur- 
nam---the reception ſuch an anſwer met with was worthy 
of the Roman people. Livy fays, Pars mc./or feht, ad me- 
liora refponſum trahere et dicere, dri et liberi Vecem antditams 
The ſpeech, Sir, ſeems to flatter us with a promite of at- 
tention to this great object, the reſtoration of peace to this 
diſtracted and diſmembered empire. It ſays, ** 1 thall ever 
be watchful for an opportunity of putting a ſtop to the effu- 


| hon of the blood of my ſubjects, and the calamities which 


are inſeparable from a ſtate of war.” The miniſters, Sir, 
rejected with indignity one happy opportunity of putting a 
ſtop to the effuſion of blood, when even after the battles of 
Lexmigton, Concord, and Bunker's Hill, the Congreſs 
humbly ſupplicated his Majeſty, to direct tome mode by 
which the united applications of his faithful coloniſts to the 
throne may be improved into a happy and permanent recon- 
ciliation, To the mad inſult of the American Secretary, 
Lord Dartmouth, when he told the agents of the colonies, in 
September, 1775, in the King's name, that no anſwer would 
be given, all the ſubſequent calamities of the civil war are 
to be attributed, and perhaps the loſs of half our empire, 
Many calamities, Sir, are undoubtedly inſeparable from a 
Kate of war; yet the preſent war againſt our brethren in 
America has been attended with peculiar circumſtances of 
cruelty, which fill the mind with horror, with calamities, 
which are not inſeparable from a ſtate of war. Are the 
ſcalping knife and romohawk neceſſary calamities of war? 
Are they inſeparable from it? God forbid ! I have read, 
Bir, a late proclamation of that great general and preacher, 
Mr. Burgoyne. which is ſhocking to a civilized and gene- 
rous nation. As a ſtate- paper it diſgraces our country. The, 
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imperial court have often employed many kind of irregular 
troops, Croats, Pandours, and Huſſars, but their names 
diſgrace no public act. If they plunder they do not torture. 
The pious preacher, Mr. Burgoyne, complains of this 
froward and ſtubborn generation, and at the very moment of 
mentioning his conſciouſneſs of Chriſtianity, diſplays a ſpi- 
rit of cruelty, repugnant to every principle of humanity. 
He boaſts that he will give ſtretch to the Indian forces under 
his direction, and they amount to thouſands. Merciful 
Heaven! thouſands of Indian ſavages let looſe by the com- 
mand of a Britiſh general againſt our brethren in America! 
Human nature ſhrinks back from ſuch a ſcene: At his heels 
leaſht in, like hounds, ſhould famine, ſword and fire, crouch 
for employment. Mr. Burgoyne's feelings as a man I fear 
will not hereafter be as univerſally acknowledged as the mili- 
tary talents of the great general. In the preſent caſe I have 
that pity for him and his employers which they have not 
ſhewn to others. What, Sir, has been, and continues, the 
conduct of the Indian ſavages in war? Is it not to exerciſe 
the moſt ſhocking cruelties on their enemies, without di- 
ſtinction of age or ſex? The conduct of this war goes on 
a par with its principle. Has the feeble old man, the help- 
leſs infant, the defenceleſs female, ever experienced the ten- 
der mercies of an Indian ſavage? He drinks the blood of 
his enemy, and his favourite repaſt is on human fleſh. - Is a 
ſtretch given to thouſands of theſe canibals by the command, 
in a public manifeſto of one of the King's generals? J 
am bold, Sir, to declare, that ſuch orders are unworthy the 
general of any Chriſtian king, They are only becoming a 
Jewiſh prieſt to a Jewiſh king, a Samuel to a Saul, in the 
moſt bloody and barbarous of all hiſtories, the hiſtory of the 
Jewiſh nation, The orders of the Jewiſh prieſts were, Now 
go and ſmite Amalek, and utterly deſtroy. all that. they have, 
and ſpare them not; but ſlay both man and woman, infant 
and ſuckling, ox and ſheep, camel and aſs. General Bur- 
goyne threatens the Americans with all the vengeance of the 
ſtate, not its juſtice, that the meſſengers of wrath will meet 
them in the field, devaſtation, famine, and every concomi- 
tant horror, Not the {word of even-handed juſtice, falling 
only on the head of the bold rebel, but the ſavage horrors 
of the tomohawk from the thouſands of Indians under his 
direction on the innocent women and children. I remember, 
Sir, an honourable gentleman [Lord Advocate of Scocland | 


Whom I ſee in his place, a gentleman very high in the law, 
C 


2 not 


11 


t2 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1977. 


not only humanely propoſing, according to the ideas, and in 
the language of his own country, but dwelling with rap- 
ture on what he claſſically called a ſtarvation bill for the poor 
Americans, I rely however, Sir, on the ſpirit of the Ame- 
ricans that they will neither ſuffer the fate of the Amale- 
kites, nor retaliate the attempt on the ſavages of Europe. 
This year, Sir, we have again in the ſpeech repeated aſ- 
ſurances from foreign powers of their pacific diſpoſitions, 
The noble Lord [Lord Hyde] who ves the addreſs, thinks 
France will not change ; and the honourable gentleman | Sir 
Gilbert Elliot] who ſeconded the motion, aſſures us of the 
rfe& amity of the neighbouring powers. Can any change, 
ir, be _—! advantageous to en as a perſeverance in 
the preſent ſyſtem ? America now pours all her wealth into 
the lap of the honſe of Bourbon, and ſhe ſees her ancient 
enemy daily periſhing by a fatal civil war. Even the mini- 
ſter ſeems to begin to awake from his long lethargy ; for the 
ſpeech ſays, at this time, when the armaments in the ports 
of France and Spain continue, it is thought adviſeable to 
make a conſiderable augmentation to our naval force.” Par- 
hament ought to have been informed of the whole truth 
with reſpect to the treachery of France. I am ſure, Sir, 
I ſhall not be contradicted when J affirm, that France, the 
government of France, not covertly nor underhand, not ſe- 
cretly by merchants, but indirectly and openly, as a go- 
vernment, aſſiſt the Americans. The two Congreſs ſhips 


of war, which had the engagement with the Druid, are now 


refitting at L*Orient on the coaſt of Britany, and furniſhed 


with every neceſſary from the French king's ſtores at that 
place, The fact is well known to the miniſter, and tamely 
ſubmitted to ; but this open inſult on the nation is endea- 
voured to be carefully concealed, | 

The old ally of this nation, Portugal, is not honoured 
with being once mentioned in the ſpeech, I will give the 


Houſe the reaſon. Portugal is not only loſt to us, but is 


become an acquifition to the houſe of Bourbon, by acceding 
to the Family Compact.* By that treaty, Sir, which was 
| | publiſhed 
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*The Family Compact is a treaty of the moſt alarming nature 
to all Europe. An abſtract of it is given in the Journal Hiſtori- 
que, ou Faſters, du Regne de Louis XV.” printed at Paris in 2 vols. 
vo. with the king's privilege, in 17665. 5 Aobr, 7 
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publiſhed in the French Gazette, all ſubjeQs of the houſe of 
Bourbon were to be favoured equally with the natives of 
each reſpective ſtate, as to every privilege of navigation and 
commerce. Such a treaty, Sir, directly militates againſt all 
our former treaties, of Utrecht, Aix la-chapelle, and others, 
particularly thoſe with Spain, by which we were to be treat- 
ed as the moſt favoured nation. It will be a fatal blow to 
the trade of this kingdom, whenever it is carried into exe- 
cution by the whole houſe of Bourbon. 

An univerſal gloom, Sir, ſeems to be ſpreading over our 
political hemiſphere, yet we are called upon by miniſters to 
addreſs the throne in ſuch terms, as if we were only ſuffer 
ing a light and tranſient misfortune, not groaning under the 
load of exorbitant and enormous taxes, and on the brink of 


ruin. Since the late augmentation of the civil liſt we ſeem 


to be wonderfully improved in chirping addreſſes. This is 
not, however, a piping time of peace. Compliments during 
he calamity of a wide-extended civil war, brought on by 
miniſterial oppreſſion, are abſurd. The proſpect from Ame- 
rica is covered with clouds and darkneſs, A ray of light, 
however, ſeems to beam upon us from the noble Lord's 
amendment. If that is rejected, I fear the nation will be 
ſunk in deſpair. That propoſition I conſider as the firſt ſtep 

o a reconciliation, After a ceſſation of hoſtilities, I hope 


— 1 
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Roi et le Roi d'Eſpagne concluent un traite ou pacte de famille, 
tant pour eux que pour le Roi des Deux Siciles, et PInfant Duc 
de Parme, contenant 28 articles, par leſquels ils établiſſent entre 
ux une alliance perpetuelle, convenant de regarder a Pavenir com- 
me ennemie, toute puiſſance ennemie de l'un d'eux, et ſe garantiſſant 
eciprequement tous leurs 6tats dans quelques parties du monde qu'ils 


rois couronnes et le Prince de Parme ſe trouveront en paix avec les 
autres puiſſances; s'obligeant de ſe fournir les ſecours néceſſaires, 
de faire la guerre conjointement, et de ne point faire de paix ſeparee 
Pun de l'autre. Ce traité porte encore ſuppreſſion du droit d'au- 
daine en France, en faveur des ſujets des Rois d' Eſpagne et de Si- 
tle ; et convention expreſſe que les ſujets des trois couronnes jouiront, 
ans leurs ctats reciproques, des meme droits, privileges et exemptions que 
es nationnaux, par rapport à la navigation et au commerce, ſans que 
es autres puꝛſſunces de Europe puiſſent etre admiſes à cette alliance de 
tamille, ni pretendre pour leurs ſujets, le meme traitement dans les Etats 
ves trois couronnes. | 

Les ratifications de ce traite furent echangees le 8 Septembre.“ 
ol. Ts page 707. | 


Our 


oient ſitués, ſuivant Vetat on ils ſe trouveront, au moment ou les 
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our fleets and armies will be withdrawn, all the Jate unjuſt 
acts repealed, and the charters reſtored. Let us treat with the 
liberal ſpirit of freemen and Engliſhmen. Unconditional | 
ſubmiſſion is unconſtitutional ſubmiſſion, and becomes only 
5 the ſlaves of an arbitrary monarch. Force againſt the vaſt 
American continent we have found avails us nothing. All 
| coercion is impoſſible. The attempts of violence have been 
1 followed with deep diſtreſs, ſhame, and diſappointment. Let 
! us therefore at laſt hear the mild voice of reaſon. The times 
1 teem with events, which muſt determine the fate of this 'once 
great and powerful empire. Let us be guided by the princi- 
ples of lenity and juſtice, that the bleflings of peace and union 
may be reftored, and permanently remain, to the whole em- 
pire. 
Mr. Alder- Mr. Alderman Bull. I hardly need to ſay, that I ſhall take up 
man Bull. but very little of the time of the Houſe, I never yet have, I 
never ſhall think, that any thing I can offer will long deſerve the 
attention of this Houſe. But, Sir, the motion of the noble 
Lord is, in the preſent ſituation of our affairs, of ſo much im- 
portance, that I cannot ſatisfy myſelf without giving my public 
teſtimony in favour of it. | 
The diſtracted ſtate of this empire demands the moſt ſeri- 
ous and earneſt attention of each individual of the repreſenta- 
tives of the people. 
Divided and diſtreſſed as we are at home, convulſed and di- 
ſtracted as they are in our once valuable colonies, uncertain as 
are the events of war, it behoves us to turn our thoughts to 
conciliation and peace; to reſtore, if poſſible, and to eſtabliſh 
on a baſis that may be permanent and immovable, that good 
underſtanding and harmony which once ſo happily ſubſiſted 
betwixt us and our brethren on the other ſide of the Atlantic. 
To enter into the queſtion of taxation without repreſenta- 
tion, after it has been fo frequently and fully debated, would 
be a waſte of time; I will therefore only declare, that, in my 
Opinion, property taken without the conſent of the ow- 
ner, or his repreſentative, is robbery : it is what our conſti- 
tution never warranted ; and any body of men who tamely 
ſubmit to ſuch an alienation of their birth-right, are utterly 
unworthy of the exalted name of freemen. Q 
This motion of amendment has peace for its object, and it 8 
| is founded upon the generous principle of equality, Can 
| there be any reaſon urged, why our brethren in America 
ſhould not enjoy as fully all the privileges of the conſtitution, 
as our brethren in Ireland? Can there be any reaſon urged, 


why our brethren in Ireland ſhould not enjoy all the privileges 
10 
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to which Engliſhmen are intitled ? I am confident there can- 
not. : 

Sir, it is the boaſt, it is the glory, it is the perfection of our 
conſtitution, that every ſubject of it is equally intereſted in its 
privileges. To preſerve this equality, our heroic forefathers 
ſuffered and bled ; they counted not their lives dear, but ex- 
poſed them to dangers and to death, in defence of their right of 
giving and granting their own money. 

A noble lord, once a valuable member, of this Houſe, de- 
clared within theſe walls, that he rejoiced that America had 
reſiſted. I, Sir, rejoice that the ſpirit of Engliſhmen, that the 
ſpirit of our forefathers, is ſeen to animate their deſcendants on 
the other fide of the globe; and if ever ſuch a claim ſhould 
be exerciſed in our ſiſter kingdom of Ireland, as that we are 
now unjuſtly, wantonly, and cruelly exerciſing in Ame- 
rica, I hope that a ſpirit of genuine liberty and reſiſtance will 


1 ariſe, ſufficient to overwhelm it. 
vt | Hitherto, Sir, we have been faſcinated with the unmeaning 
je parade of the uncontroulable authority of the parent ſtate, and 


the ſupremacy of parliament, We have been ſhedding the 
blood of many brave men, and waſting the money of the peo- 
ple, for a mere phantom ; and have, at length, been hurried 
on, by our mad ideas of ſuperiority and invincibility, to the 
very brink of deſtruction. 

The predictions long ſince declared in this Houſe, have in 
part already been accompliſhed : injuſtice has its reward ; 
diſappointment and diſgrace its portion. 

In this horrid conteſt, we have gained nothing but unhappy 
experience; experience, however, by which wiſe men would 
profit. What has it opened to us? Scenes of returning com- 
merce and felicity ? No :—on the contrary, nothing but ſcenes 


preſent favourable opportunity, Let us bury in eternal obli- 
vion our paſt animoſities ; and, by an offer of peace and of li- 
berty, reconcile thoſe whoſe friendſhip is our intereſt, but 
whoſe enmity, in the end, will certainly be our ruin, 


ful congratulations to the King, on the ſafe 'delivery of the 
Queen, and the birth of another Princeſs ; an event which I 
do moſt ſincerely rejoice at; but having conſtantly oppoſed 
the American war, from the commencement of it, as thinking 
it might and ought to bave been avoided, and for other reaſons, 
which I have frequently offered in this Houſe, and which are 
too well juſtified by events, which have happened in the pro- 

Ro I | SY ſecution 
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of general diſtraction and miſery. Let us, therefore, ſeize the 


dir Philip Jennings Clerk, I ſhall heartily concur in the sir p. 
firſt part of the propoſed addreſs, which is to convey our duti- Clerk. 
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fecution of it; it will not be wondered at, that I ſhould now 
refuſe to give my aflent to thoſe other parts of this addreſs, 
which are to convey aſſurances to the throne, of our intentions 
to furniſh means of prolonging and continuing the war. 

I do moſt heartily adopt the amendment made by the noble 
Lord : it is of a conciliating nature, tending to put an end to 
this unfortunate quarre], which has brought this country to 
the eve of its ruin, and which, if perſevered in, muſt end in its 
deſtruction. A motion of a nature ſimilar to this, was made 
by a noble Earl in another houſe, in the early part of theſe 
troubles. That noble Earl, the greateſt miniſter and the 
ableſt ſtateſman this country ever boaſted of, wiſhing to fave 
this country a ſecond time from impending ruin, ſtepped 
forth in its diſtreſs, and produced a plan of a bill, which would 
at once have prevented all the calamities which fince that 
time have befallen us. It forewarned you at that time of all 
the diſtreſſes and dangers which have ſince happened. Un- 
happily for this country, little credit was given to his pre- 
dictions ; his plan of accommodation was rejected, not be- 
cauſe it was diſapproved, but there is too much reaſon to 
think that a jealouſy of that great man's abilities deprived us 
of the benefit of his profFered ſervices, His plan, fo diſſimilar 
to that of gentlemen in adminiſtration, could not be accepted 
without depriving them of their places. A reaſon which, I 
fear, will protract this war, as long as any honeſt man has a 
guinea left in his pocket, or a man, woman or child left alive 
in America, if we continue to furniſh miriſters with means to 
deſtroy them, A great price indeed for their ſervices 

Had that noble Earl's plan been accepted, we ſhould be con- 
ſidered as their friends, not their murderers; and ſhould now 
probably be in quiet poſſeſſion of our colonies. The people of 
that country would be now looking up to us for protection. 
Then, by a revival of trade and their aſſiſtance, we ſhould be 
in a ſituation not to cringe to any foreign power, but to de- 
mand, if neceſſary, that juſtice by the ſword, which we are 
now obliged to implore by memorials and petitions. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid he had one argument to offer on 
the preſent queſtion, which had not been offered by any gen- 
tlemen who had ſpoken before him. He was aftoniſhed that Ne. 
on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, when parliament, particularly 
under ſuch critical circumſtances as the preſent, ſhould expect 
every information that miniftry were able to furniſh, in order Ha. 
to juſtify the houſe in pledging itſelf to ſupply government, 
not one man in adminiſtration had deigned to ſtand up to give 
parliament the ſmalleſt ray of light on the _ of 
| affaiſs. 
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affairs. It was unknown how we ſtood with reſpe& to France 
and Spain; and it was ftrongly- ſuſpeQed that Portugal had 
acceded to the Bourbon compact. Theſe were circumſtances 
that ſhould have ſome influence on our meaſures, and what- 


courſe to be laid before the Houſe : and the witholding ſuch 
information, if any they had, was a ſufficient reaſon for the 
Houſe to poſtpone the addreſs till they ſhould be better in- 
ſtructed on thoſe material ſubjects. 


fo early in the debate, but he thought it neceſſary to clear up 
the point ſtarted by the learned Serjeant reſpecting the infor- 
mation he hinted at; for, that in the courſe of twenty 
years attendance in that Houſe, he never remembered it to 
be the bufineſs of the miniſter to give a comment on the 
King's ſpeech. And in anſwer to a charge of another ho- 
nourable gentleman | Mr. Wilkes] it was the firſt he heard of 


aſs, to the fword, as had thus been wantonly imputed to 
him. That the Indian ſavages in the King's ſervice were 
headed by proper officers, who had it in charge to prevent 


Improper to have ſecured the Indians, it was neceſſary to in- 
form the Houſe, that the Americans had made overtures to 
gain them to their ſervice, and therefore it was thought pru- 
dent to engage them, as an effectual means, among many 
others, of ſuppreſſing the rebellion. With reſpect to the in- 
ndious, and odious aſperſion thrown on the character of 
hat military ſenator, now in his country's ſervice, he truſted 
he ſhould ſee him take his ſeat again in that Houſe, when, 


of N Nie had no doubt, but he would be able to defend himſelf fully 
n. gainſt any man, who would riſe up, and accuſe him. As 
be o the unhappy war itſelf, his Lordſhip aſſured the Houſe, 


oment to arrive, when ſomething might be chalked out to 
effect the wiſhed-for accommodation; but that ha mo=- 
ent muſt be the moment of victory. He confeſſed they 
ere in the dark with reſpect to the late operations, having 
eccived no intelligence from Sir William Howe fince a-day 
TT two after his landing at the head of the Elk river: he 
aid, it would be abfurd to order a ceſſation of arms on the 
part of the King's troops, as ſuch a ſtep would naturally im- 
ly that their original claim would be admitted; but faid, 
Vor, VIII. | D | 35 


erer knowledge government had of thoſe matters, ought of 


General Burgoyne, like Samuel, putting man, woman, and 


the inhumanities complained of :---that, leſt it be deemed 


e wiſhed as heartily as any member there for the happy 


the 
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Lord North ſaid, he did not think of troubling the Houſe 14. worth. 
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the commanding officers had a power of granting a ceſſation 


Mr. Burke. 


fore him ſhould be treated ſo lightly, and. took an opportu- 
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whenever they deemed it expedient. PE. 
With reſpe& to foreign powers, he aſſured the Houſe, 
that from every thing he had been able to collect, he could 
not find it was the intereſt, nor did he believe it was the in- 
tention, of France or Spain to go to war with us; but as 
they thought proper to keep on foot great armaments in their 
ſeveral ports, he deemed 1t prudent to put this country in 
an equal ſtate of defence, to guard againſt the poſſibility of 
an attack ; that the language of the court of France was by 
No means that of war ; whenever it had been deemed unin- 
intelligible, ftrong remonſtrances had been made, and redreſs 
had been received : that they had publiſhed the ſtrongeſt de- 
clarations, forbidding any countenance being Gor the Ame- 
ricans; and, in conſequence of this conduct of the French 
miniftry, that no depredations had been committed on our 
coaſt. | 
Mr, Burke replied, and expreſſed a great. concern that the 
matters urged by ſo many reſpectable members as ſpoke be- 


nity of complimenting the ſeveral honourable perſons already 
mentioned, and ridiculed the haughtineſs of the miniſter, 
[If it were poſſible, we would give a detail of a ſpeech, 
which, in the courſe of almoſt two hours, commanded the 
attention, excited the laughter, and ſometimes drew tears 
from the ſympathizing few ; but we muſt omit all thoſe 
changes of ridicule which were rung by his ingenuity upon 
the defence which Lord North made in anſwer to the charge 
againſt General Burgoyne*s proclamation; alſo paſs over 
his proofs of the futility and 1njury of our conqueſts in the 
colonies, and touch only on that pathetic ſupplication which 
he made to the Houle, to ſcize the preſent happy moment to 
attempt an accommodation, when neither elated with inſo- 
lent victory, nor debaſed with abject defeat, we could with 
honour to ourſelves make ſuch propoſals to our coloniſts, as 
they could, without diſhonour, accept.] He apoſtrophiſed 
with a degree of enthufiaſm upon the noble ſpirit of men, 
who, if they had not been = #5] he could have been laviſh 
in praiſing ; of women who, reduced by the ruin of civil dil- 
cord, to the moſt horrible ſituation of diſtreſs and poverty, 
had conſtancy, generofity, and public ſpirit, to ſtrip the 
blankets, in a freezing ſeaſon, from themſelves and their in- 
fants, to ſend them to the camp, and preſerve that army 
which they had ſent out to fight for their liberty. 55 ſhall 
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Britons, ſaid he, overlook ſuch virtue? and will may perſiſt : 


in oppreſſiing it? Shall we give them no alternative but un- 
conditional ſubmiſſion? A three years war has not terrified 
them, diſtreſſed as they are, from their great purpoſe, Let 
us = the power of lenity over thoſe generous boſoms. | 


19 | 


Fox aſſerted, that the idea of conquering America was Mr., p;.. 


abſurd ; and that ſuch an event was, in the nature of things, 
abſolutely impoffible. He proved his aſſertion from the ſitu- 
ation of the country, the diſpoſition of the people, and the 
diſtance from Great Britain. He ſaid, that though the re- 
ſources of this empire were ſuch as to enable us to carry on 
the war for ſeveral campaigns more, that there was a radical, 
a fundamental error in the proceedings, which would for 
ever prevent our generals from acting with ſucceſs; ſaid that 
no man of common ſenſe would have placed the two armies 
in ſuch a poſition as from their diſtance made it utterly im- 
poſſible that one ſhould receive any aſſiſtance from the other. 
That the war carried on by Burgoyne, was a war of poſts : 
that the taking of one did not ſubdue the country, but that 
it would be neceſſary to conquer it inch by inch---that his 
army was not equal to the taſk---the numerous {kirmiſhes 
with the enemy, and the natural difficulties of the country, 


would ſo retard his motions, that the campaign muſt be end- / 


ed before the object of it was fulfilled ; and that if he was 
happy enough to join Sir William Howe, it muſt be 
with nothing more than the ſhattered remains of an army 
mouldered away, which might have been of ſome {ſervice 
to the cauſe, if by the blunders of the miniſtry they had 


not been ſent where it was unpoflible they could act, unlets 


under the greateſt diſadvantages ; ſuch as muſt be obvious to 
a man of the meaneſt abilities, and which would eſcape no 
one but the inauſpicious miniſter for American affairs. 

He was ſevere on Lord George Germaine : he declared 
that ever fince the day that nobleman forced himſelf into ad- 
miniſtration, our affairs began remarkably to decline, That 
it was the meaſures which he dictated to the miniſtry, that 
drove the Americans to a declaration of independence; and 
that as he was the cauſe of the continuation. of the war, ſo 


he ſhould not only be removed from the management of our 


officers, but be made to know, that a miniſter is accountable 
to the nation for the orders he gives, and the meatures he 
adviſes, He expreſſed the greateſt horror at arming the In- 
dians, and letting them looſe, not only againſt the troops of 


| America, but alſo againſt the defencelcis women and chil- 
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dren, wheſe bodies even death could not reſcue from the in. 
fults and barbarity of the ſavages, He ſaid, he wondered 
how a prince, famed for his humanity, benevolence, and 
ſanctity of manners, as the preſent King is, could abet or 
ſuffer ſuch miſcreants to remain in his camp, when it is well 
known that brutality, murder, and deſtruction, are ever 
inſeparable from Indian warriors. | 

He took a curſory review of the operations of the ſeveral 
campaigns——ſhewed what little we had gained, and of 
courſe how little we might expect to gain; and expreſſed 
his hearty wiſhes that we were now in as good a ftate, as 
when the noble Lord found us, in 1775. He aſſerted that 
France was the directreſs of our motions ; that we go no 
farther than ſhe thinks proper to permit us; and that the 
fate of the American conteſt depended on her councils ; that 
if ſhe declared war, the immediate conſequence muſt be an 
evacuation of America; our troops and ſhips muſt be called 
home to defend ourſelves, and America of courſe become 
free. He reprobated all the proceeding ; and aſſced for what 
purpoſe hoſtilities were commenced ? If it was to maintain 
the navigation act, why were ſo many French bottoms em- 
ployed in the river? If it was to raiſe a revenue, he ob- 
ſerved,” that the miniſtry took a very ſerious ſtep to effect 
their purpoſe, by plunging the nation into a new debt of 
fifteen-mill.ons. If they intended to ſecure: the commerce 
of America by arms, they had moſt happily hit upon a plan, 
that not only deprived us of the benefit of it, but had 
thrown it all into the hands of our enemies. He faid, if 
terms were offered to the Americans before it were too late, 
they might perhaps accept them; that at leaſt it would be 
doing no more than juſtice ſhould require at our hands; that 
it would detach many of them from the Congreſs, and by di- 
viding them, facilitate a conqueſt 3 that he could not wiſh 
to ſee them reduced: to unconditional ſubmiſſion; which it 
is not more unjuſt to require, than impoffible to force them 
to. He concluded by giving his' hearty conſent to the 
amendment. n 5 | 

Lord George Germaine got up, and informed the honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that he had never deemed himſelf 
of fo much conſequence as he did at that moment; when he 
was told by the honourable gentleman, that the Americans 
declared their independence, becauſe he came into office, 


The honourable gentleman was poſſeſſed of vaſt abilities, 


which he employed to render his meaſures not only * 
n_ | | | tible, 


| £0-operate with General Howe, in which caſe he was to af. 
A * 
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tible, but criminal in the eyes of the Houſe; that it was 
natural for him to feel himſelf hurt by the charges of the 
honourable gentleman, and that he hoped the Houſe would 
indulge him with a little attention, while he endeavoured to 
wipe away the blot which the honourable gentleman had 
ſeemed anxious to fix upon his adminiſtration, He then 
begged leave to inform the gentleman, that hefore he came 
into office, he was aſked by the noble Lord near him [Lord 
North] if he would ſupport thoſe ſentiments in office he 
had before delivered in Parliament; upon which he had de- 
fired to ſee their plan of operations, and finding them agree- 
able to his ideas, he declared he would, and would have no 
objection to ſerve his Sovereign in place, with the ſame 
alacrity he did when out, as long as the ſyſtem laid down, 
was not inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of the conſtitution. For 
* truth of what he advanced he appealed to the noble 

.. 3 | | 
For his part, he ſaid, he could not ſee the ſhadow of a 
reaſon which could juſtify the aſſertion of the honourable 
gentleman, that affairs had grown worſe fince the manage 
ment of them was committed to his hands. When his Ma- 


jeſty had honoured him with the poſt of ſecretary of ſtate, 


the King's troops were beſieged in Boſton, Nova Scotia was 
in danger, and the Floridas threatened with an invaſion by the 
Carolinians : in a word, even hope, at the time, ſeemed in 
ſome degree preſumption ; yet, to the honour of admini- 
ſtration, and our commanders in America, he was happy to 


fay, that the gloomy proſpect had diſappeared, and given 


place to the moſt promiſing ſcene of ſucceſs. No official in- 
formation, indeed, had been received. from Sir William 
Howe; but that, from the private advices that had been 
brought, to hand, there is every reaſon. to conjeCture that 
General Waſhington has received a check, and that General 
Howe is, moſt probably, now purſuing his blow and improv- 


ing his advantage; and to this, he ſaid, it was natural to 


attribute his filence. 


With regard. to the Canada expedition, the honourable 


gentleman was under a miſtake when he imagined that Ge- 
neral Burgoyne had orders to fight his way to New York, 


there to join Sir William Howe: that his orders to the for- 


mer were to clear the country of rebels as far as Albany, 
which town was preſcribed to him as the boundary of his 
expedition, unleſs circumſtances might make it neceſſary to 
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to believe that the laſt campaign would have been deciſive. 


more ſucceſs. When General Burgoyne treated with the 


the moſt implicit obedience, gave the general the moſt po- 
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fiſt him to the utmoſt of his power. The operations of the 
campaigns, ſince he became a miniſter, had been wiſely plan- 
ned, and executed with no leſs ſpirit than judgment; and 
fuch were the meaſures purſued, that had it not been for the 
unforeſeen misfortune at Trenton, there was every reaſon 


The treaty with the Indians was groſsly miſrepreſented, 
and forry he was to ſay, that there had not been candour 
enough on the other fide of the Houſe, to acknowledge that 
government was driven to that meaſure by neceſſity. The 
Americans, it is well known, tampered with the Indians, 
and ſtrained every nerve to induce them to take an active 
part againſt the King's friends ; and the idea of treating for 
a neutrality, was never ſtarted, till the effort to make them 
take up the war katchet had proved abortive, We at. worſt 
but- copied the righteous. and intallible. Congreſs, but with 


favages, he inſiſted that if they joined his forces, they ſhould 
abſolutely conform to his laws of ſubordination 5 and the 
Sachems, to whole commands the Indians are known to pay 


tive aſſurances that their men would obſerve the ſtricteſt diſ- 
cipline. When a meaſure does not anſwer the expeRation 
of the planner, after he has taken every poſhble precaution 
to enſure ſucceſs, it muſt ſurely be unreaſonable to blame 
men, merely-for not being able to command events, 
His Lordihip obſerved that the honourable gentleman-had 
paid him a compliment, for which he was not bound to 
thank him, as he was thoroughly convinced it was not in- 
tended as ſuch. It was plain the honourable gentleman was 
no enemy to the Americans, and his being ſo very trenuous 
for removing him from the direction of affairs ſeemed to 
indicate, that ſucceſs would be more likely to attend the 
arms of the rebels, if he ceaſed to have the direction of 
affairs, 'That the honourable gentleman had endeavoured to 
create a jealouſy in the breaft of the premier, but he was 
too well aſſured of his noble colleague's good ſenſe, to be un- 
der any apprehenſions on that head. That as he came into 
office without deſiring it, ſo he was ready to retire from it 
without regret, the moment that Houſe ſhould diſapprove 
of his meaſures. His circumſtances, he thanked Hea- 
ven, were ſuch as not to force him to ſubmit to any diſgrace- 
ful terme, and to render the emoluments of a miniſter un- 
neceſſary to his ſubſiſtance. A 


He 
: * 


out ſufficient powers to act. 


to anſwer for his boldneſs. | | 
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He knew he was reſponſible for his orders, and flattered 


himſelf he had never delivered any, which ſhould diſhonour 
him as a man, a citizen, or a miniſter. He did not want 


the Americans to lay down their arms and ſubmit uncondi- 
tionally to the law of the conqueror ; they might treat by 
individuals; nor were the commiſſioners, as was ſaid, with= 

There was every reaſon, he declared, to hope for ſucceſs 
in America. The Congreſs, by the great bounties offered 
for ſoldiers, ſnewed they were hard ſet to recrult their forces 
that the hardſhips the people actually ſuffer under their de- 
ſpotic tyrants, compared with the mild government they bad 
withdrawn themſelves from, and under which they had be- 
come ſo powerful, have nearly brought them to a ſenſe of 
their error, and made them ſick of rebellion. | 

They boaſted of liberty; but ſurely no one in his ſenſes 
would ſay, that the ſhadow of liberty was to be found 
among men, where the ſmalteſt complaint againſt the eſta- 
btiſhed government was puniſhed with impriſonment and 
confiſcation of goods; where if a gentleman ſhould ſay half 
as much againſt their uſurped power, as had been ſaid that 
night againſt the rulers of the nation, his life would be made 


He ſaid, that as the amendment, if carried, would tend 


to keep up the ſpirit of independence, which has for ſome 


time paſt hurried away their reaſon, he ſhould think-himſelf 

an enemy to his country, if he ſhould do otherwiſe than 

ſtamp it with his negative. ; TO 7 
Colonel Barre ſhewed the neceſſity of ſending out full Col. Barre. 

powers to the commiſſioners, of preſenting the olive branch- 

to the Americans before they became utterly irreconcilable 

to Great Britain : he complained that his letters were opened 

by the orders of the miniſters, and that no officer from Ame- 

rica dared to ſpeak to him, as he was looked upon as a pro- 

{cribed perſon. | r 

Hon. 7. Luttrell ſaid, he had not an idea that any mem - Hon. T. 

ber of the Heuſe of Commons, who conſcientiouſly fulfilled Lell. 

his duty to the public, could vote for the miniſterial addreſs,” 

moved by the noble Lord on the other ſide of the floor. 

That fo unbecoming a courteſy to the Crown, ſhould never 

get the aſcendant in his mind over that impulſe of loyalty and 

true regard to the King, which prompted hum to ſpeak truths, : 

and to forewarn his Sovereign of thoſe imminent dangers: 


whick threatened both his realms, and his perſon, in caſe the 


preſent 
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preſent bloody meaſures of his miniſters ſhould at this con- 
juncture be purſued with ſo unrelenting a perſeverance as the 

from the throne ſeemed to threaten. | 
He lamented, that every feffion fince he held a ſeat in that 
Houſe, had been opened with a ſpeech from the throne, which 
merited, in his humble opinion, very ſevere. reprehenſions 
from the delegates of a free people; for he was not ſo fortu- 


nate as to poſſeſs a ſeat in Parliament, till the bright æra of 


the 1 reign was quite at an end. EF 
He had not the happineſs to be ſeated among them, when 
his Majeſty, contemplating the honour and glory in which 
he found this empire at the death of his royal grandfather, 
aſſured the Commons, that the rights of all his ſubjects, 
were as dear to him as any prerogative of the crown.“ For 
this aſſurance, he ſhould undoubtedly have been among the 
firſt to vote an addreſs of thanks. He was not among them, 
when his Majefty declared that it was © his determined pur- 
Poſe to countenance and encourage the practice of true reli- 
"arte and virtue; that ſenfible of our trade and commerce 
ing the great ſource of national wealth, they ſhoulJ be the 
fixed object of his never-failing care and attention 3 and 
when recounting the rapid and important victories which had 
attended the Britiſh arms in every quarter of the globe againſt 
z formidable foreign enemy, the minifter of that day did ſo far 
juſtice to the benevolent feelings of his royal maſter, as to 
Rate thoſe conqueſts tranſcendantly glorious, . becauſe effect- 
ed almoſt without any effuſion: of Chriſtian blood.“ This 
was ſurely a ſpeech from the throne, that merited the unani- 
mous thanks of a Britiſh” Houſe of Commons. Sir, fince I 
have been in Parliament, I have heard no ſpeeches from the 
throne, but ſuch as have tended to deprive a oreat part of 
his Majeſty's faithful fubjects of their deareſt ri hts, and 
unalienable {iberties ; to bring one half of his people uncon- 
ditionally proftrate at the feet of the other half; ſuch mea- 
ſures only as have unconſtitutionally and dangerouſly ad- 
vanced the regal prerogative;“ propoſitions and ſentiments 
ſubverſive of true religion and virtue, and utterly de- 
ſtructive of the trade and commerce of this country. And, 
to compleat all, the miniſters who compoſe theſe ſpeeches, 
and defile with them the royal lips, having, by diabolical 
machinations, kindled a moſt impious and horrid civil war, 
and from time to time thrown ſtore of combuſtibles into 


3 the flames, recount the failure and diſgrace of the Britiſh 


arms inſtead of conqueſt, and triumph in the effuſion of 


native 


- 
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native blood, and the. maſſacre of thouſands of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, as equally grateful to Parliament, with 
the moſt heroic victories heretofore obtained over France and 
Spain, Such men, ſuch principles, and ſuch practices, - ſhall 
never be treated of by me in this Houſe, nor in any other 
Houſe, without the {ſtrongeſt terms of abhorrence and exe- 
cration I am maſter of. The gentleman therefore, whoever 
he be, for J preſume he is not out of hearing, who favoured 
me with a very polite, anonymous 1nvitation to the cockpit 
yeſterday evening, Will here receive my thanks for his kind 
intentions, and accept of my excuſe for non-attendance, I 
iadeed never £0 to the cockpit at Whitehall, nor to any other 
cockpit; and when, upon an enquiry, I underftood that none 
reſorted to that cockpit, but ſuch as were determined, at all 
events, to follow the ſtandard of the prefent men in power, 
| took for granted (and have not been much deceived) - that 
the ſpeech and addreiles there ſettled, would be fit only for a 
cockpit, in the original meaning of the word; that fort of 
theatre, ſo diſgraceful to the humanity of Engliſhmen; a 
rendezvous for ruffians and black-legs, to difport with the 
lives of innocence, generoſity, and valour. The cockpit was 
the place in which ke ſhould have judged the miniſters to have 
learat, that the moſt effectual way to put an end to the war, 
was by the. tomahawks, and canibal fury of the Quebec In- 
dians. The worthy Baronet who ſeconded the motion for an 
addreſs, preſumes, that every man will admit the ſapreme 
overeignty of this country to be veſted in the legiſlature;“ 
t it ſeems the ſupreme ſovereignty is now transferred in 
act to the cockpit, and we farcially meet here for no better 
purpoſe, than to confirm and regiſter the acts of that more 
auguſt aſſembly. | | | 
The belt criterion, I imagine, from whenee we can judge 
df the real ſenſe of Parliament at the firſt day of the preſent 
ſeſſion, is from conſidering what the ſenſe of Parliament was, 
eſpecting this horrible war, at the cloſe of the ſeſſion laſt 
year, when you, Sir, with proper dignity and firmneſs, ha- 
ing touched upon the very profuſe ſums which had been al- 
owed by the commons to the crown, for maintaining the 
imerican war, obſerved, they had been thus liberal, “ ho- 
ping that means would be found to ſtop the ravages of war, 
ind the deſtruction of his Majeſty's ſubje&s, without which 
here was but too much reaſon to fear, that conſequences 
vould enſue ruinous to the proſperity, perhaps fatal to the 
fety of theſe kingdoms,” Have ch means 'been attempt- 
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ed, or thought of by miniſters? Why then are we aſſured 
in the ſpeech, that every opportunity will be watched to 
make peace? And why Hes the — in the blue ribbon 
now tell us, that every man in the nation wiſhes for peace?” 
But, ſays the hopourable member, who ſo ingeniouſly ſecon- 
ded the addreſs, however we may lightly touch on the origi- 
nal cauſe of the war, that is not now the ſubject in point, 
« we have come to a deciſion; the dye is caſt.” Here we 
are again brought back to that favourite paſſage of the Rubi- 
con, and the jada 2 alea; of a truth there is ſome juſtice 
in the compariſon, between our miniſters croſſing the Atlan- 
tic, and Cæſar croſſing the river Rubicon from Gaul; for 
though theſe miniſters conſidered as ſtateſinen, or as com- 
manders, are no more like Cæſar, than I to Hercules, yet 
did he, like them, take up the battle againſt the conſtitution 
of his country; and having raſhly made the firſt deciſive ſtep, i 2 
he ſaw no poſſibility of receding, without the loſs of his cre- f. 
dit and his offices, perhaps the forfeiture of his life; for his n 
offences had been ſcarce leſs criminal than thoſe of Cataline. Wt © 
What Cicero remarked of the march of Cæſar towards the / 
capital of Italy, may alſo be well applied to our miniſters ; * 
„ He came well provided with every thing (ſays that celc. 

brated orator) excepting a good cauſe.” But before I diſ- WF 
miſs this tranſaction of the Rubicon, which is ſo favourite a Ml i 
trait of hiftory with the leaders and over-rulers of admini- 8 
ſtration, I would admoniſh and conjure them to deduce from Wiſh * 
thence one wholeſome leſſon, which is this: When Cæſar 
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NO 


crofſed the Rubicon, he yet propoſed to the ſenate, to with- Wi *: 
draw his army on certain very humble conditions; and the * 
matter being agitated in the ſenate, Marcellus the conſul, la 
and the Patrician faction in general, held it unbecoming the Wil << 
dignity of the commonwealth, ** to treat with rebels, having Ml ** 
arms in their hands; fo they preſerved their etiquerte, and Bi © 
in the courle of a very few days, paid for it with the total nM 
loſs. of their power, and the annihilation of the liberties of f. 
r ES 5 h 
Mr. Luttrel then obſerved, that he much approved of the * 
amendment propoſed by the noble Lord near him, P Lord ca 
Granby] but wiſhed the amendment to have gone ſomewhat ot 
farther, as the miniſter now poſitively declared, „“ he would ” 
give up taxation,” if ſuch conceſſion were likely to ęffectuate ill P 
a peace. With great deference to better judgment, he ſhould te 
therefore preſume that, after congratulations couched in terms W 
of the utmoſt reſpect and affection to his Majeſty on the * 
r | | 1 
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of a princeſs and ſave recovery of the queen, as to which 


not a man preſent could more heartily concur than himſelf, 
he ſhould wiſh to add, ** humbly beſeeching his Majeſty, 
that it be an inſtruction to the commiſſioners in America to 
treat of preliminaries of peace, or a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities, 


as expediency may require, with any convention, Congreſs, 
lor other collective body, or with any perſon or perſons which 


ſaid commiſſioners ſhall find entruſted to convey the ſenti- 
ments of one or more of the revolted provinces; and to aſ- 
ſure his Majeſty, that his faithful Commons, willing to go 
all juſtifiable lengths to prevent a further effuſion of bleod, 


and to avert the dreadful calamities which accumulate on this 


divided empire, are earneftly difpoſed as a ground-work of 
conciliation and amity, to co-operate with the other branches 
of the legiſlature of Great Britain, in pledging the national 
faith, in the moſt explicit and ſacred manner, that no taxes 
nor contributions whatever, ſhould henceforward, at any 
time, be attempted to be levied on the colonies of North 
America, without the aſſent or concurrence of the immediate 
repreſentatives of the ſaid colonies reſpectively. 

Mr. Luttrell aſked if. any country gentleman whatever 
would now riſe up in his place, and contend for taxation ; if 
ſo, he ſhould only ſay ſuch country gentleman was fitter for 
St Luke's than for St, 4 He did firmly believe, if tax- 
ation were once given up, and that great miniſter, who early 
in the late war ſaved this country from utter ruin, invited 
again into office, with a lenient diſpoſition, to heal thoſe 
wounds our civil diſtractions had made on either ſide the At- 
lantic, and with talents and a ſpirit equal to ſo difficult a 
conteſt, if irremediably and unhappily neceſſary to continue 
it, this nation might yet be ſaved; — we ſhould then aſcer- 
tain, whether the Americans, to a man, (as has been conti- 
nually alledged by gentlemen on the other ſide of the houſe) 
f ght for nothing ſhort of independence; and whether, as the 
honourable member who ſeconded the addreſs ſo pofitively 
inſiſted, <* the. only road to peace is through the havock and 
carnage of war:“ for his part, clear he was, ſuch a change 
of men and meaſures would divide the continental Congreſs 
and continental army into factions, and ſo far anſwer a wiſe 
Purport ; but, at all events, he fairly owned, he thought any 


terms of reconciliation more eligible than an exterminating 


war; for he obſerved, that ſubjects, thus ſubjugated, could 
only be treated in one of the three following ways : You 
muſt better their condition, which he preſumed nobody could 
| E 2 ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe theſe minifters, with their ſcalping ſavages and Ger- 
man aſſaſſins, to have at all in their contemplation :; If yon 
refuſe to better their condition, would you rule them by a 


military force? If you attempt it, you aſluredly effectuate 


the third piece of policy, which is extermination ; for, be- 
lieve me, the American tettlers will rather emigrate, by whole 
provinces, far as New Mexico or California, or even to thoſe 
ice-bound iſlands lately diſcovered near the ſouth pole, than 
ſubmit to military power; and your beſt hope will be, to be- 
gin to colonize that vaſt and fertile continent quite anew, and 
for more auſpicious ends, with your Hethan and Bruntwick 
hirelings, who eſcape the conflict, and their fruitful trulls. 
Mr. Luttrell aſked, if what the Earl of Chatham had fore- 
ſeen laſt ſeaſon had not actually come to paſs? He told you 
that the fair promiſes of the vernal ſeaſon would ſurely end 
in autumnal diſappointments. - Mr. Luttrell then compared 
the conduct and cataſtrophe of General Burgoyne, at the 
head of the northern army in America, with that ot Charles 
the bold Duke of Burgundy, when he iſſued the moſt ſevere 
proclamatians againſt the brave Switzers in the Canton of 
Berne, looking upon them as already 'conqured ; he carried 
with him chains to lead them captive at the feet of his caval- 
ry, and he gave them notice, that he would cauſe to be erec- 
ted the moſt ſtately monuments to his martial fame, in the 
very heart of their country; Sir, he fulfilled his promiſe; 
a monument they erected for him in the form of a charnel- 
houſe, filled with the {kulls and ſkeletons of the invading ar- 
my, which was totally overthrown through the intrepidity 
of the Swiſs peaſants near the town of Morat, and the vic- 
tors furniſhed his monument with this emphatic inſcription : 
S Carclus Burgundiæ dux inclitus hoc ſui montmentum reliquit,” 
&c. &. Mr. Luttrell ſaid it was probably but in vain to 
hold up ſuch bloody ſcenes, in terrorem, before the hardened 
authors and conductors of this unnatural quarrel ; Mr. Spea- 
ker might as well put an hungry leech on the richeſt vein of 
his body, and counſel with it not to draw blood, as to talk 
with theſe contractors, pay-maſters, treaſurers, commiſſaries, 
and a long lift of et ceteras, who traffic thus lucratively with 
the calamities of their onal. to relinquiſh their hold, and 


confeſs their ambition and their rapacity ſatisfied, The mi- 
nority therefore, of which he ſhould certainly be one, had 
only to lament, that a ſovereign, ſo moral and pious as ours 
now on the throne, ſo humane and fo generous, : ſo capable 
of governing a free people with honour, proſperity and re- 


naw, 


i 
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iſh and aggrandize a more 1mmoral and profligate, a more 
yrannical andi ſanguinary, and, in ſhort, a more weak ſet of 
„ 


inder the worſt of the Stuart kings. | 
Before he ſate down he ſhould only add, that the worthy 


hat important bufineſs to a future day. 


hen the queſtion being put, there appeared for the amend- 
ment 86; againſt it 243. ED 
November 21. 


che preceding day. 


recommitted. 


ot agree with adminiſtration in their ideas of purſuing the 
preſent war, That he had, during the receſs, taken the ſenſe 
f his conſtituents, at one of their moſt general meetings at 
ork, where he candidly aſked them, whether it was their 
opinion that the war ſhould be proſecuted ? If it was, they 
ad only to inform him ſo, and as he would ever be ready to 
reccive their inſtructions, as long 

aonour to repreſent them, he would reſign his feat, and they 


ion was, that peace ſhould be concluded at all events. He 
viihed he had a piece of Latin to expreſs his ſentiments more 
fully; but, as it was, he begged leave to put a negative on the 
queſtion. 25 ; | RE 


civil war. 


dere abſurd; that the conteſt now was, not whether Ame- 
rica ſhould be dependent on the Britiſh parliament; but whe- 
her Great Britain or America ſhould be independent? Both 
2 could 


own, ſhould already have ſacrificed one half of his domi- 
ions, and deſperately hazard the loſs of the one half, to che- 


uniſters, than ever tried the patience of the Engliſh nation, 


aronet { Sir Gilbert Elliot] who ſuppoſed the navy of Great 
Britain, in our home ports, to be at preſent more formidable 
han the combined naval force of France and Spain, had been 
protsly miſinformed ; but, as it was not a ſubject in its full 
extent then before the Houle, he ſhould reſerve a diſcuſſion of 


& as he continued to have the- 


ight chuſe ſome other repreſentative. However, their opi- 


29 


Lord North made a fhort reply to Cotonel Barre, and Lord Nerth, 


Lord Hyde offered to bring up the report of the addreſs of Lord Iyde. 


Sir Philip Fennings roſe, and moved, That the addreſs be sir Philip 

| | Fennings. 
Mr. Turner declared, as a country gentleman, who meant Mr. Turner. 
o act entirely for the ſervice of his conſtituents, that he could 


Mr. H. V. Hartley objected to the queſtion on the ſame Mr. H. V. 
principles, and intreated adminiſtration to ſei ze the only mo- Hartley. 
nent they might ever have of ſtopping the calamities of this 


Carl Nugent ſaid, the arguments of the two laſt gentlemen Earl Nager. 
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could not be ſo, for ſuch would be the power of that vaſt con- 
tinent acroſs the Atlantic, that was her independence eſtabliſh- 
| ed, this iſland muſt expect to be made a dependent province, 
General Conway took a wide range through the whole ſyſtem 
of American politics; ſaid he had been uniform in his oppo- 
fition to the meaſures that occaſioned the war, and ſhould re- 
main ſo in oppoſing thoſe meaſures which led to a continuance 
of it. As to the miniſter's idea of the Americans laying down 
their arms in order to be treated with, it was the height of 
folly : for as a ſoldier himſelf, and bred to arms, ſuppoſe he 
was inveſting a town, the gates of which he found ſhut, and 
the walls manned, would not the propoſition of “open the 
gates, and let me in, and then I'Il treat with you,” be re- 
ceived with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment and contempt ? It wa 
exactly the ſame, conſidered nationally, After condemnin 
the uſe of the Indians, he concluded by declaring, before G 
and that awful aſſembly, that though the Americans might be 
culpable, yet, in his opinion we were far more ſo. | 
The Attorney General admitted there was ſomething like an 
argument in the General's inveſtiture of a town; but would it 
not be equally ridiculous on the part of the forces without, to 
receive a ſimilar propoſal from thoſe within the. citadel ? As 
to the ule of the Indians, painful as ſuch a ſervice muſt be to 
every mind, neceſſity loudly demanded it; for in a conteſt of 
this nature, ſuch is the nature of man, that every ſtep is taken 
fo annoy his enemy; but ſo far from this being the only. bar- 
barity of the preſent war, he had heard an honourable member, 
boaſt of that enthuſiaſm, of the rebels in Canada, who ſwore 
allegiance to the King, and then turned upon a detached party 
of Col. St. Leger's, and cut them to pieces. The meaſure, 
he ſaid, was adviſed by a noble lord [Lord George Germaine] 
in the King's cloſet, and was approved of by the reſt of ad- 
miniſtration, as an effectual means of ſubduing the rebels. 
Sir George Savile dillented from the queſtion, from the ſam¶ ca 
motives that had hitherto occaſioned him to vote againſt go- 
vernment on the American war; faid that the idea of con- 
vincing the Americans of their errors by their ſwords at thei! 
throats, put him in mind of a pailage in Shakeſpeare, where 
Lady Macbeth ſays, 1 1 | 
„ will with wine and waſſel fo convince, &c.” ““ 
That his mind was fully made up upon the grand point in di. N wi 
pute, and though on the arrival of the late joyful news he hat 
een Walſkington ſhot, and hanged in cfhgy in the _—_ 
x: 1 
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here he had been, which made him believe the preſent mea- 
res had its advocates alſo out of doors, yet he would expreſs 
is deteſtation of them, and wiſhed, but for the honour of his 
jends, that his proteſt might ſtand ſingie and alone upon the 
durnals of the houſe. | wy 


317 


Mr. Adam ſpoke next, upon the old ground in general, in Mr. Adam. 


efence of government, till he came to the matter of trea 
with the rebels while in arms, to bring them back to depen- 
ence. This, he ſaid, led him to revert to hiſtory, as an ho- 
zourable gentleman | Governor Johnſtone ] had done the pre- 
eding night, when he begged them to confider the caſe of 
Dliver Cromwell, and aſk themſelves, if he had been informed 
nat matters were accommodated between the prince and par- 
ament, whether he would have gone back to dependence ? 
ertainly not.--- After paying Mr. Fox a compliment on the 
xerciſe of his talents, when he avoided perſonalities, he con- 
luded by giving his hearty concurrence to the queſtion. 


Mr. Fox defended himſelf, and infiſted upon it, that ſo long Mi. Far. 


s the freedom of debate remained, his arraigning the public 
onduct of a miniſter could never be deemed perſonal ; that 
e had attacked the only man reſponſible, the ſecretary of ſtate 
or American affairs, though he attempted to ſcreen himſelf, 
by ſaying, he was only one of the miniſters who adviſed the 
meaſure, for in the conduct of the laſt glorious war, who was 

reſponſible but Lord Chatham ? Would the Duke of New- 
aſtle, Mr. Legge, or the Chancellor, have been called to an 

zccount for the conſequence of miſmanagement orall-ſucceſſcs I 

No! none but Mr, Pitt, the then ſecretary of ſtate for the 
duthern department. He thanked the gentleman who ſpoke 
aft, for the compliment he intended him, and, in return, aſ- 
ured him he had more wit than Lucian or Swift, in bringing 

thoſe oppoſites into the ſame point of yiew, which Mr, Addi- 


ſon calls the teſt of wit. He ridiculed his hiſtorical proof of 


Cromwell, in inferring he would not have done a thing, be- 
cauſe he had not done it. After this he replied to ſome of the 
Attorney-general's e ee clearing ſome miſtakes re- 
ſpecting his account of the enthuſiaſm of the treacherous re- 
= Canada, and then ſate down after diſſenting from the 
queſtion. 


The Solicitor General replied to Mr. Fox; expreſſed his Mr. NA. 


wide from the matter under immediate conſideration; ſaid, 
that not a tittle had been advanced againſt the propoſed aug- 


mentation of the army and navy, in order to enforce therigo- 


rous 


aſtoniſhinent that che different ſpeeches ſhauld have flown fo derburne. 
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rous meaſures of another campaign, if found neceſſary ; bu 
that oppoſition had gone upon other grounds in every reſped 
fallacious and abſurd. With reſpect to the ceſſation of arm 


they propoſed, ſuppoſe an herald was ſent to the rebel camyſi 


with ſuch a propoſition, and the Americans ſhould refute 1 
comply with it, what muſt be done? Muſt the Britiſh troop 
lay on their arms and be beaten ? for both parties muſt agree 
in that ceſſation before it could poſſibly take place. He then, 
in order to prove the rebels? intention of independence, ſaid 
he was informed by Mr, Morris, once governor of Penſylvs. 
nia, a man who appeared to him” the beſt acquainted with 
American matters of any he ever converſed with, that inde- 
endence was their general topic, long before the breaking 
out of the war, As to unconditional ſubmiſſion, which had 
been bandied ſo much about from the other, fide of the Houſe, 
it was impoſſible to treat with an armed force, but on thok 
terms ; for fo long as that military force exiſted, all treaty 
was ridiculous ; and here he produced, as a caſe in point, the 
very hiſtorical circumſtance which, though mentioned by- Mr, 
Adam hypothetically, was in itſelf an hiſtorical fact; and 
wondered how the acute and lively member who ſpoke laſt, 
ſhould be ſo little converſant with the hiſtory of thoſe times, 
as not to know that the matters in diſpute between Charles I, 
and his parliament were nearly adjuſted, and that the finiſhing 
ſtroke was about to be put to the treaty, when the very army 
which the parliament had themſelves raiſed, denied the au— 
thority of their creators, and | addreſſing himſelf to the Speaker | 
hurried your predeceſſor, Sir, and his mace, from the ſenate. 
After this he defended Lord George Germaine, and cenſured 
the perſonal attack that had been made upon him. 
Mr, Rous and Mr, Burke ſpoke likewiſe in the debate. 
The queſtion was put a few minutes before 11 o'clock, 
when the Ayes for agreeing with the report were 175, and 
the Noes 47. | 
47 MWovember 22. 
The addreſs preſented. 


The humble Addreſs of the Houſe of Commans to the King, 


"Moſt gracious Sovereign, 3 

We, your. Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 

Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, beg 

Jeave to return your Majeſty the humble thanks of this 

Houſe, for your moſt gracious ſpeech from the —_ 25 
$8 £5 eepl 


A. 77. „„ 
Deeply intereſted in every event which tends to increaſe 
our Majeſty's domeſtic felicity, and impreſſed with the 
livelieſt ſentiments of duty and attachment to the Queen; 
ye beg leave to offer to your Majeſty our congratulations 
on the birth of another princeſs, and on her Majeſty's happy 
xcovery. | 
We - Cure your Majeſty, that we take a ſincere part in the 
onfidence which your Majeſty expreſſes, that the conduCt 
and courage of your officers, and the ſpirit and intrepidity of 


. your forces, both by ſea and land, will, under the Divine 
4 Providence, be attended with important ſucceſs. But at the 
me time we entirely concur with your Majeſty in thinking, 


chat it is neceſſary to prepare for ſuch further operations as 
uture events, and the contingencies of the war, may render 
>xpedient, And we learn, with much ſatisfaction, that your 
Majeſty is for that purpoſe purſuing the proper meaſures for 


b ment. And whenever your Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to com- 
x unicate to us any new engagements, which you may have 
1 ntered into for encreaſing your military force, we will take 


e ſame into our. confideration. And we truſt your Ma- 
eſty will not be diſappointed in the gracions ſentiments 
which you entertain of the zeal and public ſpirit of you 
aithful Commons. 5 

We are truly ſenſible, that your Majeſty's conſtant care 
for the welfare of your people, and your generous concern 
for the happineſs of mankind, diſpoſe your Majeſty to de- 
Ire, that the peace of Europe may not be diſturbed : but we 
acknowledge, with equal gratitude, your Majeſty's attention 
o the ſecurity of your kingdoms, and the protection of the 
xtenfive commerce of your ſubjects, in having made a con- 
ſiderable agumentation to your naval force, on which the re- 
putation and importance of this nation muſt ever principally 
depend. And we hear with the higheſt ſatisfaction, and re- 
Ly with perfect confidence on your royal declaration, that 


10nour of the Britiſh crown. | 

We beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we will without 

delay enter into the conſideration of the ſupplies for the en- 

puing year; and that we will chearfully and effectually pro- 
ide for all ſuch expences as ſhall be found neceſſary for the 


1gorous proſecution of the. meaſures in which we are enga- 
Zed, for the re-eſtabliſhment of that conſtitutional ſubordi- 


7 IR 


1 


eeping your land forces complete to the preſent eſtabliſn- 


your Majeſty will always be the faithful guardian of the 


welfare and effential intereſts of theſe kingdoms, and for the 


Vor. VIII, F nation, 
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= -#af of their preſent ſufferings under the arbitrary tyranny 
e their leaders, will induce the deluded and unhappy multi- 
12> tude to return to their allegiance, and will reanimate their 


. fhall be employed only for the good of my people, and the 
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nation, which we truſt, with the bleſſing of God, your Ma. 
jeſty will be able to maintain through the ſeveral parts of 
your dominions. | £ 
We. acknowledge with equal gratitude and admiration | 
your Majefty's paternal declaration, that you will be ever 
watchful for an opportunity of putting a ſtop to the effu- 
fon of the blood of your ſubjects, and the calamitics of 
War. | 
Permit us to aſſure your Majeſty, that we cannot but ſtil 
entertain a hope, that the diſcernment of their true intereſts, 
the remembrance of the bleflings they once enjoyed, and the 


hearts with a ſpirit of loyalty to their Sovereign, and of at- 
tachment to their mother country. 

The gracious and condeſcending manner in which your 
Majeſty expreſſes your deſire, that you may be enabled to 
reſtore peace, order, and confidence, to your American co- 
lonies, cannot fail of endearing your Majeſty to the hearty 
of all your ſubjects: and we atture your Majeſty, that when t 
this great work can be accompliſhed, and ſettled on the true p 
principles of the conſtitution, your Majeſty may depend ot 
the moſt zealous concurreace and fupport of your faithful Wi v 


Com Mons. e 5 | 8 
His Maieſiy's Anſwer, n 
Gentlemen, 2 v 


I return you my hearty thanks for this dutiful addreſs. 
The affectionate part you take in the happy recovery of 
the Queen, and the increaſe of my family, is highly ac- 

table to me. | | 
The ſteady and zealous ſupport of my faithful Commons, 
will, I truſt in God, enable me to put an end to this unhappy 
rebellion. Whatever ſtrength you ſhall place in my hands, 


welfare of my kingdoms ; and be aſſured, that I wiſh for 
ſucceſs in this great national cauſe for no other purpoſe but 
that it may enable me to reſtore peace and happinels to all 
my ſubjeQs, 37 24 . | 

1 November 24. 
No debate. 


Bs "OY 


November 2 5. 


Newenia 


November 26. | 

The Attorney General [Mr. Thurlow] obſerved, that an 
act paſſed in the courſe of the laſt ſeſſion, antitled, “ An 
act for impowering his Majeſty to ſecure and detain perſons 
guilty or ſuſpected of committing the crime of high treaſon 
in America, or on the ſeas, or of the crime of piracy,” 
would expire on the firſt of January, 1778 : that the ſame 
cauſe which made the law at firſt . neceſſary, {till continued; 
namely, the rebellion in America; and that he therefore 
meant now to move for leave to bring in a bill for the fur- 
ther-continuance of the ſaid law for a limited time. 

Mr. Baker ſaid, that the law nowpropofed to be further con- 
tinued muſt have had ſome objects in view when it was paſſed. 
It was with great reluctance he would at any time conſent to 
the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus att, that great ſecurity 


ur of public freedom and perſonal liberty. There were cir- 
to cumſtances, however, in ſeaſons of great national danger and 
o- Public exigency, which nevertheleſs had called for the par- 


ticular interference of the legiſlature, and might again juſ- 
tify ſuch ſuſpenſion. He never thought the preſent pro- 
poſed bill intitled to any ſuch public, or parliamentary ſanc- 
tion; yet, if it were, experience muſt be the beſt proof 
whether thoſe appearances were well founded. On this 
ground, therefore, he ſhould be glad to know from the ho- 
nourable and learned mover, in what inſtances the powers, 
which had now for full nine months been delegated, were 
exerciſed, and what were the evils they prevented or reme- 
died? If none could be ſtated, in his opinion, it would be 
equally wanton and unneceſlary to continue them, and be a 
dangerous precedent in time to come. | 
neral reaſoning, and further obſerved, that the bill was of 
the moſt extraordinary texture; nor were its operations, 
if they could be called by that appellation, leſs fo. Here is 
a bill, which is to operate in every part of the Britiſh em- 
pire, againſt pirates, or perſons ſuſpected of treaſon. V our 
generals on the other tide of the Atlantic have eſtabliſhed a 
public cartel, ſuch as is agreed to, with an alien enemy, far 
the exchange of priſoners. It is no general light ſurmiſe or 
looſe aſſertion; we find your commanders actually preſſing 
Mr. Waſhington to a faithful performance of this cartel: 
we are informed of a correſpondence between a Mr. Hut- 


the true ſpirit of the cartel is controverted; but not its exi- 


n ſence, 


, 33 


Attorney . 


General. 


Mr. Baker. 


Mr. Burke coincided with his honourable friend in his ge- "7 — 


” 


chinſan, Lord Cornwallis, Mr. Waſhington, &c. in which, 
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Mr. Baker. Mr. Baker ſaid, that the crown had aſked for powers, and 


mention it only to ſhew the inconſiſtency of adminiftration; 
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ſence, nor a profeſſed unwillingneſs on either fide, to com- 
ply with it. What do we behold on the other? (I do not 
wiſh to ſtate facts from general roports, if I am wrong, I 
truſt the learned gentleman will ſet me right.) Why a di- 
rect contrary conduct in Europe; Lord Stormont, his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſter at the French court, giving a very lofty an- 
ſwer to che American delegates reſiding there. He tells 
them, when they propoſe a ſimilar cartel to that ſettled in 
America, in Europe, and an exchange of priſoners in conſe. 
quence of it, I never treat with rebels, unleſs to receive 
ſubmiſſion.” I do not find fault with this anſwer ; it 
was becoming the repreſentative of a great nation; but 


or at leaſt their divided opinions and conduct upon the ſame 
ſubject. Is rebellion in Europe different in its nature from 
what it is in America? Are our ſubjects in America taken 
with arms in their hands, the laſt ftage of reſiſtance to the 
civil power, to be treated as fair, open, aliey enemies ? and 
is the mere ſuſpicion of the ſame crime ih Europe to be 
treated with all the rigour due to acts of the moſt deliberate 
and inveterate treaſon ? I ſuſpect this bill is only to ſave ap- 
pearances. Has any man been brought to judgment? Ha 
any man been convicted or diſcharged? I have heard of 
none. The conduct of adminiſtration is, in my opinion, 
prepoſterous and abſurd. The bill is unneceſſary. It creates 
a power to confine people, who in the end, muſt come in un- 
der the faith of a cartel. Either, therefore, let the bill ex- 
pire, or preſerve ſomething like an uniformity of conduct, 
by diſfolving the cartel. : 

The Attorney General | Mr. 'Thurlow] replied, that when 
the bill was paſſed, a neceſſity exiſted. The ſame motive 
ftill continued. It was to hold perſons in certain fituations, 
or prevent miſchies ariſing from acts, which in moſt caſes 
muft from their nature be otherwiſe accompanied with im- 
punity. This, however, was, not the time to diſpute the 
propriety of the propoſed law : the motion was only for 
leave; when it came in the form of a bill, that would be 


the proper time for the honourable gentlemen to make theit 
objections. 


obtained them; but he had not learned, that they were ex. 
erciſed in any one inſtance; but in confining perſons, and 
obliging them to ſuffer a ſpecies of impriſonment, no le 
rigorous, cruel, and unprecedented, than diſgraceful to tht 
character and humanity of. the Engliſh nation. The mile. 
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es thoſe people, now ſhut up in the ſeveral gaols of the 
nedom, ſuffered, he had heard, were intolerable, He 
nphatically deſired to know the reaſon, why __ had not 
en brought to their trials, bailed, or diſcharged ? and ob- 
rved, there was a paſſage in the ſpeech, of the laſt ſeſſion, 
hich promiſed, that the laws ſhould be faithfully carried 
to execution; [ Clerk ordered to read it.] but that, in the 
nſwer to the ſpeech from that Houſe, no notice was taken of 
at paſſage. 

| Motion agreed to. 


( 


4 % os > 4% * 1 * 


he ſea ſervice, for the year 1778, including 11,829 marines, 
he number of ſhips of war to be employed is 263. | Stops. 
Defired to enter into particulars. | In the Mediteranean two 
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Mr. Buller. I move, that 60,000 men be employed for Mr. Buller. 


37 


nch rates, two 6th rates, two ſloops, and 1200 ſeamen. | 
n The Attorney General | Mr. Thurlow|] objected. He ſaid, Attorney 

© would be very improper to let our enemies know our par- Cercral. 
d WWicular weaknets or ſtrength ; that if a rupture ſhould hap- 

e en, it would diſcloſe our whole plan of military enterprize 


ind would inſtruct our enemies, if they entertained an 
zoſtile intentions, which he was willing to believe they did 
jot, to afſlail us in the weakeſt part. So many veſſels, of fo 
any guns and ſo many men, ſtationed here; and ſo many 
ore there; what was that, but plainly pointing out the ve- 
y ſecrets which are of moſt importance, and conſtitute the 
ery ſoul of military enterprize? He was certain, the ho- 
ourable member in office had miſtaken the honourable gen- 
leman who called for the explanations. It muſt be diſtribu- 
10n, not detail, the latter defired. 


pon, to vote a ſupply ſo uncommonly great, without offi- 
al information, reſpecting the preſent ſtate and ſtrength of 
he navy, He thought Parliament had a right to know, as 
well what they were voting for, as that they were voting. 
He obſerved, that the gentleman who moved the committee 


lome inviſible power or ſudden ſuggeſtion, juſt as he had in- 
ormed the committee that we had 263 ſhips and veſſels of 
ar. The learned gentleman was, he acknowledged, part! 


ight be injurious to the nation; not but he was juſtified in 
having the queſtion anſwered in the very terms the honoura- 


the other hand, if the learned gentleman meant to give a 
preference 


DV 2 > . 


was proceeding to ſatisfy the Houſe ; but was ſtopped by 


right, if he dreaded! any information coming out which 


ble gentleman in office ſeemed ready and willing to do. On 


Colonel Barre complained that the Houſe ſhould be called Col. Barre. 
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preference to the mode ſirſt adopted, that of telling th: 
Houſe that we bad 263 ſhips of war in commiſſion, inſtead off 
even telling us the diſtribution of them, and wiſhed the 
Houſe to be pur off with this groſs account, he ſhoull 
certainly take the ſenſe of the committee on it, He. wa 
authoriſed to fay, ſuch a procedure was contrary to the 
known rules and uſages of Parliament; and truſted, howe. 
ver compliant the Houſe was upon every matter relative tq 
the American war, it would never endure ſuch a refula, 
without property animadverting upon it. He obſerved, tha 
the very fame gentleman, who was now interrupted in his de- 
tail, had uniformly heretofore given it, whenever deſired! 
and he remembered that King William, with a magnanimity 
that does his memory honour, in one of his ſpeeches to that 
Houſe, ſpeaking of a naval expedition, to the court of France 
which miſcarried, ſo far from concealing his intentions, pro- 
miſed that he would make a fimilar attempt the very nen 
ear. 6 | 
4 The Attorney General ſaid there might be policy in that; 
that he did not wiſh to hold back any information, conſiſtent 
with the fafety of the motion. He acknowledged his own ig- 
norance of ſuch affairs, and he only took it up as a matter d 
ſtate; nor had he any objection whatever to the honourabl 
gentleman in office proceeding as he thought proper ; but by 
what had fallen from the gentleman who preſſed the detail, ke 
underftood that the diſtribution only was what he ſought. 
Mr. Burke. Mr. Burke remerked, with great ſeverity, upon the attempt 
now made to hold back every thing which had the leaſt ap 
- pearance of information. 7 
Lord Al- Lord Mulgrave ſupported the objection of his learned friend, 
. grave. Fe treated the conduct of King William as a conduct not à 
all applying to the. preſent ſubje& matter of debate. He tai 
the magnanimity and candour attributed to that monarch df 
the fiſt gentleman who {poke, was the effect of policy, not 
magnanimity; it was done, moſt probably, to miflead bu 
enemies, not to put them on their guard, and into a ſtate ( 
preparation. He ſaid, to be ſure it was a matter of no conſe. 
quence. The French are well acquainted with our force, ac 
its particular diftribution : he was glad they knew it; he be. 
e ved it was the beſt ſecurity for a continuance of their paciſ 
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Mr. 7. . Mr. T. Luttrell ſpoke —_—_ againſt the attempt, which 
Lene. ſaid was made to inſult the Houſe. The French know th 
Hate of our navy, but Parliament muſt not. He obſerve 
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hat there were other better reaſons than thoſe affigned by the 
earned gentleman who firſt ſtarted the objection. They 

ould be found not to be reaſons of ſtate, unleſs a conceal- 
nent of what Parliament ought to know could be maintained 
o be 10. ORE | 

Lord Mulzrave roſe, and was deviating from the ſubject, and Lord Nl 
uuding to ſomething which had fallen from the laſt honoura- Se. 
le gentleman 3 but was called to order by Mr. T. Town- 
hend, who obſerved, that the matter adverted to by the noble 
ord was totally foreign to the fubject of debate. 

The Attorney Genera! inſiſted, that it grew out of the matter, Mr. Tbur- 
nd therefore was not diſorderly; that the queſtion before the low. 
ommittee was, whether ſuch information was prudent and 
deceſſary? The honourable gentleman ſtated his ——— : 
ze thought it was, and the noble Lord who was interrupted, 
yas proceeding to combat thoſe reaſons. | 5 
Lord Mulgrave roſe again, and infiſted that he was within Lord Mul- 
order; that there was no queſtion of order before the Houſe, Se. 
nd however high an opinion he might entertain of the right 
,onourable member's parliamentary knowledge, he looked up- 
nn himſelf perfectly juſtified in what he fad, DY 

Mr. T. Townſhend rejoined, that the queſtion fimply aroſe, Mr. T. 
ether it was uſual and parliamentary to enter ſuch details; Tewnrad. 
ill that, therefore, was difpoſed of, in that ſingle point of 
iew, no other could poſſibly be entertained. If it was de- 
ermined for the detail, then it would be time enough to ar- 
rue it upon the point of expediency, it might, or it might 
bot, be proper to depart from former uſage. Ds 

Mr. Buller ſaid, he did not recollect it had been always Mr. Baller. 
ifual, but he had no objection to proceed. 

Colonel Earre obſerved, he was inthe judgment of the Houſe, Col. Barre, 
hether he had ſought any improper information. It was 
very day's practice. The noble Lord in a high military office 
Lord Barrington] would on that day ſc'ennight, as uſual, not 
ply give the groſs of the army, but their diſtribution. So 
nany in Great Britain, ſo many in America, ſo many in the 
Veſt-Indies, Minorca, Gübraltar, and the coaſt of Africa. 
ay more, if called upon, he would inform the Houſe of 
e non- effective, the numbers in the hoſpitals, &c. This 
Kccorcing to the learned gentleman's language, would not be 
arely diftribution, but would even diſcloſe and reveal the 
whole ſecret and ſpirit of military enterprize. He added 
here was ſomething in this conduct, which had a very dark 
dating appearance, It was narrow and full of deceit and 

; chicane ; 
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chicane; it might ſtand the teſt; but it looked in its-preſent 
aſpect, as intended to hide great wickedneſs or great weakneſs, 

Sir Hugh Palliſer contended, that the detail ſought by the 
honourable gentleman was unuſual; and denied that it hadf 
been given within his memory. As to the diſtribution of the 
force, he was perfectly ſatisfied to have it ſtated. But as to 
the actual ſtate of the ſhips, &c. it was never deſired, nor 
could it be complied with at preſent, becauſe no returns had 
been received fince September laſt. | 

Hon. Temple Luttrell began by obſerving that his Majeſty, 
in the ſpeech from the throne, the firſt day of the ſeſſion, had 
informed Parliament, that he had thought it adviſeable to 
make a conſiderable angmentation to the naval force .;” and 
the Commons, in their addreſs thereupon, ** acknowledge, 
with equal gratitude, his Majeſty's attention to the ſecurity 
of his kingdoms, and the protection of the extenſive commerce 
of his ſubjects, in his having made a conſiderable augmenta- 
tion to his naval force, on which the reputation and impor- 
tance of this realm muſt ever principally depend.” He did 
not find this augmentation of the naval force particularly no- 
ticed in the addreſs of the other Houſe of Parliament; he 
hoped and expected ſome one man belonging to the group of 
minifters facing him, who had a hand in the ſpeech, or the 
noble Lord who moved the addreſs to the King, or any in- 
telligent member of the large majority who voted for ſuch ad- 
dreſs, would riſe up and ſhew to the Houſe what conſiderable 
augmentation had actually been made in the royal fleet; car- 
rying, at the ſame time, in his recollection, that 45,000 men, 
including marines, had been voted above a twelvemonth ago, 
and paid for by the nation, at the rate of 41. per monti 
each man, ever fince the firſt of January 1777. He pre- 
ſumed, that to convey the empty hulls of ſhips, without any 
eflential article of military equipment, a few miles down: 
river, or into a dock, or along-fide any of the royal yards 
could with as little propriety be deemed a conſiderable aug. 
mentation of force, as the removal of ten or twelve thoufans 
ſtand of arms from the Tower to Whitchall, if his Majeſty 
had no proſpec of being able to raiſe the men who were to 
uſe them. In former times, and till within theſe _ of 
ſeventy years laſt paſt, it was the uniform buſineſs of Pat 
liament to ſpecify the rates of the ſhips of war to be em- 
ployed, and the number of veſſels of each diſtin& rate. No# 
indeed, that part of the naval arrangement was — 

. ; who 


1777. 5 Þ» 0 Tous 

olly to the executive power of the ftate : yet, to com- 
iflion men of war for a coſtly, uſeleſs parade, when the 
zuld not poſſibly be ſent to ſea, was highly reprehenſible in 
e miniſters for our marine department. By Mr, Luttrell's 
lculation, the ſeamen and marines employed at this time 
the naval ſervice, ſcarcely exceed the 45,000 provided 
Parliament for the ſervice of the current year; and 
> was ſure it would be demonſtrated, by the returns 
tely moved for, that at Midfummer-day laſt they were 


dn had been charged. The fleet in America might poffibly 
uſter about 14000 men, and he would allow between five and 
doo more for the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, Mediterranean ſta- 
bn diſcoveries in the South teas, &c. Are there conſiderable 
ore than 26,000 men now employed at home for the defence 


the naval augmentation ſo much applauded by the Houſe 
Commons, | BY 

He then faid he had, upon a thorough and candid inveſti- 

tion of the ſubject, found that our preſent miniſters for the 

portant department of the navy, who commenced their 

uch boaſted adminiſtration in error, prejudices and ſhameful 

oſtitutions, continued it to this very hour on principles of 
ſtinacy, extravagance and deceit. He would not trouble 

e Houſe with a. tedious detail of trifling complaints, but 

deavour to make ſome material obſervations upon the con- 
ufting, arming, manning and ſtationing the ſhips and veſ- 

Is of the royal navy now in commiſhon. The firſt article, 

hich took in the materials for ſhip-building, he ſhould ſay 

ry little to at preſent; it would require a day of conſide- 

tion entirely to itſelf ; and unleſs tome better method for 

ſoning and preſerving ſhip-timber was ſpeedily found our, 

dtwithſtanding the illiberal reflections that had been repeat- 

Ily caſt on the noble Earl's predeceſſor in office for not ha- 

ng been more ſucceſsful in his attention to this object, he 

ould venture to predict that the men of war built within 

eſe laſt ſeven years would ſcarce be longer- lived than thoſe 

ullt by Lord ate although the very advanced expence 

ich had been allowed to the preſent board for timber went 

Ir beyond all former precedents. | . Ee 
The Staten oak, for which the admiralty ſeems to have a 

ry ſtrong partiality, and which, by very intelligent perſons 
is been often proved not to anſwer the purpoſes to which 

Vol. VIII. G | they 


ver by many thouſands than the number for which the na- 


this country? If not, explain to Parliament what is meant 
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tures, to find ſcamen enough for the eſtabliſhments voted by 


„ equipped and manned for war 35 ſhips of the line, 


PARLIAMENTARY Any 


they have applied it, is yet in uſe : ſhips of the larger clah 
have been repaired with that oak, and it has failed. I an 
credibly informed that the Mars, of 74 guns, found this tim- 
ber ſo ſpungy and unſerviceable that, while riding at anchor 
in the Downs, ſhe was under the neceſſity of quoining (o 
wedging) her guns, to prevent the bolts from drawing out: 
and where the Staten wood has been introduced to plaak the 
decks of ſhips of war, the rain has, in bad weather, pene. 
trated through its pores and crevices, and ſometimes ouly on 
waſhing the decks, the water has dript in, even to the ham- 
mocks in which the ſeamen ſleep. | 

With reſpect to arming your fleet, when the Houſe ſhal 
examine into the government contracts for armed veſſels, this 
ſubje& may, with 1 be more dwelt upon. I ſhall 
juſt now expreſs my ſatisfaction, however, that the contra 
for Scotch cannon is at an end; and thoſe cannon are at 
length ordered to be converted into ſhot. Perhaps, in the 
country where they are made, people know a ſecret for firin 
them without burſting : with us, they have only ſerved to al 
dur own-failors, whoſe ill fate it has been to be quartered at 
them. The manning of the royal navy is the grand point 
now immediately under your conſideration. After every ex- 
ertion for two years, by bounties and lure of American cap- 


Parliament, an impreſs was held neceſſary. Whether a fi- 
lure of its ſucceſs has or has not been owing (as was lately 
binted at in another place) to a moſt tender and lentent appli- 
cation of ſuch extra-conftitutional and ſavage powers I vil 
deliver my opinion thereupon before I fit down. | 
When a very illuſtrious ſea-commander preſided at the ad. 
miralty, in- 1770, between the month of September 1a that 
year, and beginning of February following, there were com- 


n 1755, when Lord Anſon prefided at the board, our im- Nor 
er. was rather more expeditious in its effects, or America 
ad been long ago an appendage to France, without the in- ra 
duſtry of the noble Earl and that of his coadjutors in carry- 
ing on this ruinous war, to render it ſo by their oppreſſion, 
their provoking national aſperſions, and abominable doctrine, 
unconditional ſubmiſſion. 8 | 
Your bounties procure few good ſeamen ; your prefs-wat- 
rants,” though enormouſly expenſive, fewer ſtill ; while great 
numbers are daily deſerting from your ſhips and * ev 
I ? : | - 
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nd this muſt ever be the caſe, where men are kidnapped in- 
da way of life they are perhaps totally unfit for, or with 
hich they become diſguſted, Neither humanity, in the 
ommanders of your men of war, nor a witholding of any 


ond the firſt fair opportunity of eſcaping. I am aſſured 
at fifty have lately deſerted from the Monarch while in 
ock, 40 from the Hector, and 25 from the Worceſter ; fix 
f theſe are confined at Wincheſter for felonies, and there 
e two committed to Exeter gaol on a charge of murder, 

We have been confidently aſſured by the moſt exalted na- 
al character in another public aſſembly [Lord Sandwich] 
at there are thirty-five ſhips of the line, with their full 


tamp of ſuch high credit and dignity, I will defy the gentle- 
en of the admiralty who hear me, to produce a lift of twen- 
ſhips of the line out of the thirty-five, fit to put to ſea, 
ith their war eſtabliſhment aboard; I mean according to 
he laſt weekly accounts ſent in. You have forty-two of 


he aforeſaid thirty-five have 18,173. Now, Sir, your fix 
en of war out of the thirty-five carrying ninety guns, two 
nen of war of eighty, and twenty of ſeventy- four guns each, 
pole intirely of the aforeſaid number, allowing but their 
ery loweſt war-complement. 

That the Ardent, Bedford and other ſhips are well-manned, 
_ admit: but what is the ſtrength, or rather weakneſs, 
f the Reſolution, Terrible, and half a ſcore of the reſt ? Let 
s conſider the ſtate of the Worceſter, a ſhip which has been 
any years in commiſſion, and I ſuppoſe was as well equipped 
or ſervice as the others, or ſhe would ſcarcely have been 
hoſen to go abroad laſt ſummer with the governor of Gi- 
altar. Being a ſixty- four gun ſhip, ſhe ought to have had 
ve hundred men, yet ſhe failed with but three hundred and 
ighty-ſeven, and ſhe could never have been manœuvred, had 
ie not quartered and guarded her American priſoners z only 
ight men properly qualified to do duty on the forecaſtle could 
de found, out of her whole crew, for each watch; and when 
ne returned home with, General Boyd, one hundred and 
even were ſent to the hoſpital, I am well affured, that of 
e remainder about one hundred were fitter. for Greenwich 


commit robberies and murders in the interior counties; 


rear of pay, can tie them down to a continuance aboard be- 


ar complements, ready to put to fea, Notwithſtanding the 


he line, we are told, in commiſſion ; that ſeven of theſe 
Ing lately taken in hand, have but _ few ſeamen ; that_ 
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hoſpital than for duty. This Worceſter man of War en 
ployed the Sweepſtakes tender, at a charge of between {u 
and ſeven hundred pounds per ann. to impreſs hands, an ur 
after two cruizes in the channel got one man only. 

We are however comforted with an aſſurance from govern. 
ment, that the Britiſh fleet is far more powerful in its preſenlSr 
condition than the combined naval force of the Houſe d 
Bourbon. I think the ſalvation of this empire depends upon 
onr ſoon finding the means to render it ſo; but I am confident 
it cannot be done by the preſent Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
ralty with their preſs-warrants, and never-ending ſervitude He 
Is it to be ſuppoſed that the miniſters of Paris, or the Ame- 
rican plenipotentiaries at the French court, are ignorant d 
1 the real ſtate of your navy? Or that theſe official impoſition 
4.98 fabricated near Whitehall, have any better operation than the 
| deluding and lulling into a fatal ſecurity the infatuated part off 
our own fellow- ſubjects? Believe me, Sir, it can never be 
The Spaniards at the port of Carthagena are able to ſend ou 
within three weeks, twelve or thirteen ſail of the line of battle, hu 
at Cadiz fourteen or fifteen ſail, and at leaſt eight or nine ai 
Ferrol. The French at Toulon might furniſh fourteen 0 
fifteen, and at Breſt and Rochfort ſeventeen or eighteen ſhips 
of the line. Their regiſters will inftantly afford to thut . 
amount of ſeaſoned and able mariners. bow, ſhould the 
courts of Madrid and Verſailles chuſe to detach combined 
ſquadrons to the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies from their Mediter- 
ranean departments, and keep their men of war in the ports df 
the Bay of Biſcay, realy prepared for home and channel ſer- n 
vice, and juſt in the neighbourhood of theſe iſlands, dare you 
with that formidable land-army, which the French have on 
the coaſts of Normandy, Piccardy, and French Flanders 
while Great Britain and Ireland are utterly defenceleſs as to 
land-troops---Dare you, I ſay, attempt to ſend out a naval 
armament fufhcient to protect your iſlands and ſettlements 
abroad---to ſecure your trade---to ſave Lord Howe's fleet of 
frigates and ſmall craft---to cover Gibraltar and Mahon--- 
and at the fame time to cruize againſt the commerce of the 
enemy? You know it 1s impoſſible. Great-Britain, united 
with America, is, I admit, more than a match at ſea for the c: 
the French and Spaniards joined together; but, with your 
American colonies allied to thoſe powers, we muſt, with alla: 


the heroiſm of our officers and ſeamen, inevitably be cruſhed. 
in the conflict, | | 
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Suppoſe you have, at this moment, for the protect ĩon of theſe 
cealms 26,000 men actually employed, deduQ the commiſſion 
and warrant officers, marines, ſervants, carpenters and gunners 
rews, widows-men, &c. how many will remain? Perhaps about 
4500 able and 4500 ordinary ſeamen, That part of your crews 
properly called landſinen may be 6000 in addition, and the 
ajor part under the laſt denomination are but poor wretches 
ndeed! A word to the lenity of the impreſs : Was it not ex- 
rted with ſuch rigour on theriver Thames, and its neighbour- 
hood, that your outward bound autumnal fleets have been in 
general cruelly diſtreſſed for want of hands? In ſome of the 
diſtant and inland parts even landſmen have not been ſpared ; 
ight were preſſed out of an harveſt field in the weſt of Eng- 
and, not one of which had ever uſed the ſea. Will any prero- 
rative lawyer in the Houle get up and maintain the i of 
uch an act as this? Is there a ſcalping, tomahawking advo- 
ate of the preſent bloody- minded men in office facing me, that 
will declare fuch executions of the impreſs-warrants to be 
juſtified on any principle of our law and conſtitution, or even 
by that old ſupplemental plea of a pretended ſtate-neceſlity ? 

e have ſeen third-rate men of war cruizing in the chops of 
he Channel and Iriſh ſeas, while convoys of 100 fail and up- 
rards have been protected only by ſmall ſloops and armed 
erchantmen. | 
After what I have delivered upon theſe matters at large to 


ve to an augmentation of the naval force; we muſt have a 
much ſtronger fleet, or the nation will tremble for its jeopardy, 
and I verily believe its exiſtence. But, Sir, there will, in the 
courſe of the winter and ſpring months, be a very large defi- 
1ency to ſupply, occaſioned by deaths, deſertions, and natural 
nfirmities. Begin by completing your numbers, if practi- 
able, (which 1 much doubt before May or June next at 
looneſt) to 55,000; let the nation pay for no more till theſe 
are bona fide in your employ; it will be then time enough, if 
oe councils of ſtate, from the complexion of foreign politics, 
hall find it requiſite to add fix thouſand more and complete 
the eſtabliſhment to 60,000. But, Sir, I ſhould think it 
Icandalouſly and atrociouſly improvident in us now to vote ſup- 
plies for paying 60,000 men at 41. per month each man; the 
ld allowance to government fully to commence from the firſt 
of January, 1778, which is only five weeks hence. I can 


by 


he Committee, I would not be ſuppoſed to give my nega- 


zueſs how well the miniſtry will diſpoſe of the ſurplus money, . 
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by looking into the ordinary and extraordinary charges for late 
years; beſides, you muſt ſoon recall moſt of the frigates in 
America as unferviceabie, and commiſſion ſcores of other fri- 
tes, the building of which is not very far advanced. TI amat 
reſent for a ſupply equal to 50,000 men only, at the utmoſt. 
| Colonel Colonel Barre ſaid, it was very extraordinary that ſo much 
| reluctance ſhould be ſhewn about what already was contained 
in the papers now on the table. And does the honourable 
oentleman in office tell us that there have been no returns! 
; 7 September laſt? Surely before we proceed a ſtep farther, 
we ſhould be informed of the real cauſe of this inexcuſable 
negle&. I always underſtood that the returns were received 
weekly. 
Sir Hugh Sir "Flugh Pallifer replied, that the returns he meant, were 
#alliſer. thoſe from America, and the ſeveral diſtant ports. 
Mr. Bullr. Mr. Buller then proceeded, obſerving, that he underſtood 
that the gentlemen on the other fide of the houſe ſeemed 
contented with the diſtribution only, and the groſs numbers 
of men. He ſaid, there were one fourth rate, two fifth rates, 
four fixth rates, fix ſloops, and two ſchooners, at Jamaica; 
and one fourth rate, and four ſloops, on their way thither, . 
in all twenty-three veſſels, manned by 3100 ſeamen and 
marines. | Again interrupted. That at the Leeward-iſlands, 
there were eight veſſels, and 1200 men; that on diſcoveries, 
there were two veſlels, and 480 men; that in America under 
Lord Howe, there were 93 ſhips, fix of the line of battle, 
and 87 frigates, &c. and 17,6085 men: at Newfoundland ten 
veſſels and 1345 ſeamen, and that there were at home, 42 
ſhips of the line, 35 of which were completely manned, and 
32, 397 ſeamen ; and that our whole naval force conſiſted of 
54 ſhips of the line, all manned but ſeven, and 205 frigates, 
&c. and 53,872 men, marines included. 
Mr. Bazizy. * Mr. Bayley ſaid, that leaving conſiderable connections with 
the iſland of Jamaica, he was ſurprized to hear the honoura- 
ble gentleman from the admiralty aſſert, that there were 18 
men of war on that ſtation, and five others on their paſſage 
thither, containing 3100 ſeamen ; when by the lateſt advices 
from thence, he was informed that the inhabitants had applied 
to the admiral for a convoy, who replied he could not then 
ant one, on account of the weak fituation of his ſquadron; 
nor could he fix any tune for doing it, until he was reinforced 
with more ſhips from England, fo that it was impoſſible there 


could be any thing like erghteen men of war on that ſtation ; 
| an 
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ad as to the five which were ſaid to be on their paſſage to 
[:maiea, not one of them had yet left Portſmouth. He 
aid, the fact, to his own knowledge, was, that there were 
only five or fix veſſels of war on the Jamaica ſtation, and 
which were all floops of very {mall force, except the Ante- 
Nope and one frigate; ſo that to judge of the ſtate of the 
avy from the honourable gentleman's exaggerated. account 
pf the Jamaica ſtation, muſt give the Houſe a melancholy 
dea of it. Mr. Bayley called on the gentleman to men- 
ion the names of thoſe twenty three men of war | which he 
&clined | and ſaid, that he would, on any day, prove there 
ere not half the number; and ſo ſure he was of it, from 
he many accounts he had received, that he was ready, and 
hen offered, to lay Mr. Buller twenty-three guineas, or 
wenty-three hundred guineas, that he could not prove half 
the number of vetlcls of war to be on that ſtation; or that 
hole that were there contained half the 3100 men; and his 
eaſon, he ſaid, for propoſing ſuch a wager was, that he 
hought the Joſs would be a juſt pumſhment upon him who 
vas guilty of the wrong aſſertion, [Mr. Buller in reply, 
aid, he would not accept his wager. ] Mr. Bayley then 
aid, that the few men of war that were at Jamaica, afforded 


n cruizing off Hiſpaniola for prizes, and left the ifland to 
he ravage of American privateers, who were conſtantly in- 
ulting the coaſt, particularly the north fide, and had cut 
eſſels out of many of its ports, which had induced the in- 
dabitants to fit out armed veſſels in their own defence. : 


dome defence. As to the deficiencies, ſo much relied upon 
dy the laſt honourable gentleman, he preſumed there were 
one ; but if there were, the preſent mode of informing the 
oule differed in nothing from what was uſual, There 
ere regular returns of the men, muſtered and bore, which 
Iways ſhewed the real difference between thoſe in pay and 


ain, Theſe returns till came further authenticated, by the 


o ſee that juſtice was done to the ſervice. He entered into 
confideration of ſeveral other particulars, in reply to Mr. 
uttrell, to ſhew, that inſtead of a deficiency, there were 
ow on the books 9000 men more than the vote of the laſt 
lion provided for; and 10,000 at the beginning of the 
| year 


he iſland very little protection, they being chiefly employed 


uch as were wanting, which returns were ſigned by the cap- 


naſter of the checque at each yard, whoſe buſineſs it was 


47 


Mr. Buller entered more fully into detail, relative to the Mr. Bam 
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Lord Mul- 


upwards of 15,000 men. 


his power, without which ſhe muſt have periſhed. After 


PARLIAMENTARY Any, 


year, the numbers borne on the firſt of January 1777 being 
38,000, inftead of 28,000; and in September laſt 54,000 
inſtead of 45,000 : and that ſo far from the nine months 
preſs being ineffectual, and not producing more than three 
or four thouſand, as had been aſſerted by the honourable 
gentleman, it actually, as had been now ſtated, produced 


Sir Hugh Palliſer went over a great deal of the ſame 
und; and affirmed, as an officer and an official man, 
that we had thirty- five ſhips of the line; were an overmatch 
both for the preſent, and in point of preparation, for the 
united power of the houſe of Bourbon. He attacked Mr. 
Luttrell on his account of the Spaniſh navy, charging him 
with 1gnorance of the ſubject, and ſaid, if the honourable 
gentleman's aſſertions were founded in truth, that we had 
no more than twenty men of war of the line actually ready 
to face an enemy, he need not have employed ſo much time 
to prove, that France and Spain meant to attack us; for 
the fact would be, that they would have already done it. 
Lord Mulgrave anſwered Mr. Luttrell, he ſaid, as a proof 
of the injudicious conduct of the French and Spaniards, and 
how much ourjmode of preſſing was ſuperior to their regiſters, 
he ſaid, that no merchantmen from any port of France or 
Spain could be fitted out or procure hands, but by the per- 
miſſion of government. The captains or maſters were 
obliged to apply to the Bureau, an office or board ſomewhat 
anſwering to the deſcription of our Cuſtom-houſe ; there, 
he ſaid, they received not ſuch hands as they choſe, or knew 
were able ſeamen, but ſuch as the Bureau pleaſed ; the ſea- 
men being all retained by the King, who generally took care 
to keep the moſt {kilful and expert. He informed the Houſe 
of a particular fact, which came within his own knowledge, 
when out on his laſt cruize. He met with a French trading 
veſſel in imminent diftreſs ; he gave her all the aſſiſtance in 


ſhe had been ſet to rights, the maſter came aboard him, and 
he aſked him how it happened, when he had thirty-two men 
aboard, that he came through mere want of {kill and ability 
to be driven to ſuch ſtraights ? © Becauſe (replied the 
Frenchman) I have had my hands from the Bureau, who 
gave me ſuch as they pleaſed, the very refuſe; and kept al 
the good ſeamen for the uſe of the royal navy,” Indeed - 
3 | | Wr 
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ruth is, that every man there, if the expreſſion may be al- 
pwed, is preſſed in his mother's womb ; maritime diſtricts 
Within a certain diſtance of the coaſt, are ſubject to the re- 
ulations of the regiſter 3 and the inhabitants are of courſe 
rolled, and liable to be called upon, when fit for ſervice, 
p go aboard the king's ſhips. „ 5 Wh 

His Lordſhip beſides contended, that the thirty-fve of 
he line were much ſuperior to the whole naval force the 
ouſe of Bourbon were able to ſend forth, at any ſhort 
otice ; that though they had many able ſea-officers, who in 
he beginning exerted themſelves, at length it always was, 
nd always would be the caſe, that they muſt fink and give 


m ay to our ſuperior {kill and naval power. They had fre- 
le Nuently the advantage in the beginning, but, in the future 
d rogreſs of their naval operations, proved always unequal. 

l A complained of the infidelity of the honourable gen- 


leman who ſpoke ſo fully on the ſubject; and ſaid, it put 
im in mind of the Sceptic philoſopher, who denied the 
xiſtence of motion, at the moment he got up and walk- 
d acroſs the room. He cenſured Mr. Luttrell's not men- 
zoning the officer of the preſs-gang who took the landſ- 
nen. With regard to the rottenneſs of the ſhips, he 
aid, the fact had now no exiſtence ; indeed, when it was 
ound neceſſary to arm about fix or ſeven years ago, ſeveral 
1ps, which had been built at the cloſe of the laſt war on a 
fiolent emergency, were found decaying ; but this had long 
go been rectified; and he averred, that the honourable mem- 
der might go through Europe, and not ſee thirty-five ſhips 
f the line in all their ports by any means equal to thoſe 
dow mentioned. As to the French, he had no doubt indi- 
idually they would do every thing men ought to do; but 
rance, as a maritime country, was in every reſpect deſpica- 
dle with reſpect to this; that, to be ſure, its early efforts 
vere ſeaſonable and ſpirited, but afterwards it gradually fell 
ff, till its maritime force dwindled into nothing; whereas 
his country grew progreffively ſtronger, and he truſted, 
as ever bid defiance to any naval power that ſhould op- 
poſe it, | 1 
His Lordſhip oppoſed different parts of Mr. Luttrell's 
peech one againſt another. He ſaid, that the honourable 
ember firſt decried the ſeverity of naval commanders, as 
he cauſe of frequent deſertion; and in the ſame breath 
W of a great deſertion, cauſed by the indulgence 
„„ H of 
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of a commander, in giving his men liberty to go on ſhore 
though no name had been mentioned, his Locdihip ſaid; th 
perſon alluded to (for he hated charges without names) wa 
Captain Rowley, of the Monarch, a humane, good office, 
who did not chooſe to make his crew ſlaves ; and that th 
deſertion complained of produced a good effect; the heali 
of the reſt was preſerved by it, as the ſervice was freed fron 
a number. of men not to be depended on. As to impreſſing 
the harveſt-men, they were perhaps ſeamen ; if they wer 
not, there.was a remedy for them at law. He hated t 
make a charge, and conceal the name of the offender, | 
was transferring the imputation from particulars to general 
by a new mode of logic a ſea officer had committed an of 
fence—a ſea officer is any ſea officer - any fea officer is even 
ſea officer, ergo, the whole navy is guilty of the charge in 
puted to an individual amongſt them. This ſingle argumet 

will ſerve as an inſtance of his made of reaſoning. | 
Hon. 7. The Hon. T. Luttrell anſwered the laſt noble Lord wit 
engel. great aſperity ; ſpoke much of inſolence and indecency ; au 
laid, be could always find his way to and from the Houl 
direct; and if any thing improper, or which required er 
planation, had fallen from him, or ſhould hereafter eſcap 
him, he was always to be found, and ready. to be reſpon 
ble for it. He ſaid, he was liable to error as well as oths 
men; but never aſſerted any thing which he did not bclien 
to be true, He obſerved, that the noble Lord was. as fa 
and merry as he was zealous, He could eaſily account for h 
zeal, from his connexions with, the firſt Lord of the adm 
ralty ; but after. every thing the noble Lord aſſerted to th 
contrary, he defied; any official man preſent to riſe and ia 
that the whole of our ſeamen appointed to the manning « 
1 the line of battle ſhips, would furaiſh, for actual ſervic, 
| twenty men of war of the line with the proper war comp 
ment. He was ſure they would not. There were, by thea 
..coumts from the two honourable members over the way [& 
Hugh Palliſer and Mr. Buller] twenty-two ſeventy-four 
and ſeven ſecond rates, in the number, including the Fat 
droyant, which, though only carrying eighty-tour guth 
would require to be manned as a fecha rate: he inſiſte 
therefore, that 20,000 ſeamen were little more than ſufficick 
to man the twenty 74 gun ſhips, and ſeven upon the eſtabliſb 
ment of ſecond rate men of war. He charged the noble Lov 
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vith great diſingenuity, in miſrepreſenting what he ſaid, rela- 
ive to the deſertion of the men from aboard the Monarch, 
he Hector, and the Worceſter, As to the Monarch, the 
right honourable member had endeavoured to ſtretch a re- 
ation of a mere matter of fact, to an imputed cenſure of the 
ommander, Captain Rowley. He never meant any -ſuch 
thing ; he was as ready to give that worthy officer credit for 
his humanity as the noble Load 3 but he mentioned it only 
to ſhew the diſlike to the ſervice which prevailed, and the 
great want of men in conſequence of that diſlike. 


argument againſt, but with a laugh treated as ridiculouſly 
erroneous, and fitter for a landſman than a ſeaman to have 
expreſſed. He ſtated the fact as related by his brother, and 
then defied the noble Lord, as a ſeaman and an officer, to 
ſay it was erroneous ; that on the contrary, it was a proof 
that his honourable relation was circumſtantially informed of 


Houſe as well as other repreſentatives, that he ſpoke from indiſ- 
putable information, obſerving, that cannon which were onl 

ſecure when quoined down, were unfit for action, as in all 
engagements they muſt depend on the ſecurity of the ring- 
bolts and ſoundneſs of the timber which held them, and if 
they proved defective it was no laughable matter: but he 
attributed the pleaſantry which the Houſe had joined the no- 
ble Lord in, to ignorance of the ſubterfuge his Lordſhip had 


ent weight to contradict ever ſuch home truths when brought 
by a landſman in charge againſt the management of the 
navy. | | 25 
He explained the bubble · bet between ¶ Mr. Buller Ja Lord 
of the admiralty and another member, whether or not there 
were . ſhips of war for the protection of the 
iſland of Jamaica the trading veſſels, obſerving that 
there is great want of candour in the admiralty when 
they repreſent men of war of ſixty guns and paltry ſchooners 
of a few ſwivels under the ſame idea of magnitude, for the 
protection of that iſland and its trade againſt the enemy: 
that no veſſels with fewer than three maſts were properly 
termed ſhips, therefore no proof could poſſibly be given of 
12 H 2 | __ twenty- 


the facts he bad aſſerted, and was willing to ſatisfy officers in the 


availed himſelf of, when evading grounds of argument, he 
depended on the credit of the uniform he wore, as of ſuffici- 


51 


The Hon. James Luttrell roſe, to defend his brother on a Hon. Jam 
point of ſeamanſhip, which Lord Mulgrave had brought no Lil. 


= 
5 - + 2 
= 


. bn - > pre rny — —— — 
N 2 ITN © > — 
wi rr, * W — 
2 25. 234 8 r . —— 
- = — _— = q — — — — S 2 — a — 2 


— : —_—_ N 4 « , 
— : — — — — 8 2 — — - 1 1 8 
on — — — nous — 25 1 — AS rS en; Bi £4 aaa bl * 1 
= » — — —— * 5 — 1 — «„ I 
— — —2 On 1 5 N. — — — — — — —— Pe re — 122 — r 3 3 
oy _ ae — — — — — — * — = = = 0 To ds _ _— \ 
_— lg. q SID. — — 4 7 ., : 8 2 2 L - - py = =_ _ by 7 Op — : 
— N S RFF — 3 — — . wo CS — n= 
— —— b 2 2 - . - = — * 
7 p — — W_ =p : 1 ' _ — — 
= 2 _ - - 2 9 1 1 r * ha = — 
» k pen WA. 7 ons _ 
= — — . G - 75 5 — — 
be . > —_— 
pars . 2 — 1 ae — 12. Err 12 —— — * — - 
* —— — o - — — — 


= 
2 — — 
ow 4 7 we „ 
a » 5 
" — — 


ry r 
— N. + my * . 
— —— „ e 
2 * 
* % 
* - — 
Fe 4. 
2 * wo 


32 PARLIAMENTARY A. 11188 
twenty-three'ſhips of war appointed for the Jamaica ftatiq 
by any admiralty papers whatſoever. 
Lord Mul-. Lord Mulgrave ſaid, he was proud to be conſidered by th 
87a honourable gentleman in the light of a friend; diſclaime 
any intention of miſrepreſenting the honourable gentleman; 
relation's words, or of taking any advantage of his igno- 
rance of naval affairs; and, beſides, gave the fulleſt ani 
moſt willing teſtimony to the profeſſional merit and abilitia 
of the gentleman who laſt ſpoke. He did not think it quite 
candid, to impute any motives to any man which he did no 
acknowledge; becauſe the right to recriminate, being un- 
doubted, ſuch charges could determine nothing on one fit 
or the other. He denied that he took any unfair advantan 
of the honourable gentleman's relation [T. Luttrell] u 
account of his 1gnorance in technical expreffion ; and a 
for the explanation now given, in order to clear up the mat 
ter concerning t ſuppoſed rottenneſs of the Mars, and he 
inability to carry her guns; however capable the honourable 
- gentleman might be, as a profefſional man, there was nothing 
offered by him on the ſubjeR, that was not known to ever 
bperſon in the leaſt converſant in naval affairs. 
Mr. Adam. Mr, Adam roſe to juſtify the Scotch cannon from the 
calumny that had been thrown upon it; ſaid he was a pre 
prietor of the foundery, that tho' an accident had happened, 
and their pieces were refuſed here, they now ſerved mot 
. Rates abroad with them, and gave ſuch ſatisfaction as ht 
—Hoped would enable them to regain their credit with the Bri 
; = tiſh ordnance, | | 
Me. T. Mr. T. Townſhend objected to the motion, in the fimpl 
Tepaſbend. principle that it was in ſupport of a war that he deteſted au 
abhorred. He then launched into a review of the condud 
of adminiſtration reſpecting the cenſure they threw during 
the laſt ſummer, on the officers commanding in America! 
vindicated the conduct of Sir Guy Carleton; ſaid he hal 
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been diſhonourably ſuperſeded ; that he knew the worth d 
that great and gallant officer; that General Wolfe, previow 
to his embarking for Quebec, expreſſed his happinets to hin 
- TMr. Townſhend] in having fo able a man as Mr. Carleton 
is quarter-maſter general ; adding, If he ſhould fall, | 
wiſh not to ſurvive him.” a _ 5 | 
He blamed the object of the war, as well as the mode d 
proſecuting it, and declared, he would not vote a man to: 
wards the carrying on ſo unjuſt and impolitic a war by 4 
We! 


„ 


1777. DE B *& * 
eak an adminiſtration. He ſaid much in praiſe of the offi- 
ers commanding our forces in America, and cenſured mi- 
ſtry for treating their conduct ſlightingly for ſome months 
aſt, by cauſing them to be cenſured by their writers in the 
ublic prints, or, at leaſt, conniving at ſuch unmerited 
nander. He inſiſted, that in caſe France ſhould break with 
s, we ſhould have not only every branch of the houſe of 
zourbon to contend with, but likewiſe Portugal, and be at 
e ſame time ſtripped of every fingle ally. 1 aſk the noble 
no ord, if in caſe of a rupture with France, we ſhall have a 
ngle port from Embden in the king of Prufha's dominions, 
d Gibraltar, open to us? Is Holland friendly? Is not Por- 
gal in alliance with France and Spain? In fine, in ſuch 
n event, which I venture to affirm is more than probable, 
ave we a ſingle friend, but the powerful ſtates of Anſpach, 
aldack, and thoſe ſeveral formidable allies who have fur- > 
iſhed us with troops; who have fold us blood in return for 
pur money, 
Mr. Burke aroſe, and taking a retroſpective view of the Mr. Burks. 
rreateſt wars which Great-Britain had to ſuſtain during and 
hince the reign of Lewis the XIV, ſhewed the Houſe, 
hat they were then about to vote ſuch a naval ſupply when 
n a ſtate of-peace with every independent nation 1n. the 
world, as was ſcarce. to be equalled at times when they were 
it war with almoſt every power in Europe. When 8 
aid he, equipped the famous armament from La Hogue, we 
hen had not a greater number of ſeamen in pay, marines, 
reenwich- men, &c. included, than 33, oo0, which coſt us 
, 900, oool. In the year 1704, the fourth year of Queen 
\nnC's war, the ſame number of men were voted, which 
coſt but 1,200,000], In the year 1747, the fourth year of 
the war with the united powers of France and Spain, we had 
$0,000, at an expence of ſomething more than 3, ooo, oool. 
and 1n the glorious year 1758, the naval eſtabliſhment did 
Not exceed by a ſingle man, 60,000; and the whole expence 
ttending them, including a large debt of a million, naval 
ordnance, ſtores, and 41. a month per man, amounted on- 
ly to 5, 200, oool. whereas the peace eſtabliſhment of the 
navy for the year 1778 will amount to upwards of 5. ooo, oool. 
This, ſaid he, is an expence very little inferior to what we 
ſhould be obliged to incur were we at war with the whole 
houſe of Bourbon, and all the maritime ftates of Europe. 
He obſerved, that France, merely by arming, cauſed as 
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2 Nath.” Lord North, in reply, acquainted the Houſe, thathe knew. 


* 
he is. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


great a diverſion in favour of America, as if ſhe had A 
lutely declared war: for ſhe obliged us to keep forty-twlf 


fail of the line in commiſſion at home, excluſive of the y: 
armament under Lord Howe. 

He aſked what alliances we had formed to ſupport us; 
caſe of a rupture with the Bourbons : he reprobated the co 
tract with the princelings of Germany as mean and humilia 
ing, and expreſſed his aſtoniſhment that the miniſters h 
condeſcended to . the indignity of courting the alliance of 
few traders in human fleſh, There is, ſaid he, an alliand 
which they ought to make, let the price of it be what it wi 


and that is, an alliance with America; the firſt fruit of thi 


alliance will be a ſaving of an hundred ſail of men of war, 
55000 ſoldiers, which you may immediately call home to ya 
aſſiſtance, if you have a war to ſuſtain againſt any Europe 
power. He expreſſed his dread, that Portugal was loſt to 
as an ally; that we had little to expect from Holland; a 
that there was not now a port from Dunkirk to Gibralu 
which would admit a Britiſh ſhip, if purſued by an enen 
He mentioned the affront put upon General Sir Guy Carlete 
And the illiberal abuſe thrown out againſt the Howes by th 
runners of adminiftration. If miniſters did not ſpeak. out d 
rectly in terms of abuſe of thoſe able and injured officers, 
-was well known they heartily approved of it. It furniſhe 
during the whole. ſummer, the 8 topic of converſati 
at their tables. Thoſe who had the honour to be admitts 
there repeated the language they heard as a part of their duty 


and it was evident by the general tenor of the news- papers ij 


ſome time paſt, which teemed with the moſt ſcandalous abul 
of thoſe brave men, who were now exerting every nerve in tl 
faithful performance of their duty, that perſons were hi 
and encouraged to propagate the moſt ſcandalous falſhood 
both in writing and diſcourſe, of both Lord Howe and! 


brother, in order to ſhift the blame off their patrons” and en 


© Ployers' ſhoulders. 
no reaſon, nor had the leaft to ſuſpect, that we ſhould loſe 
alliance of Portugal or Holland. As to the firſt, we had n 

a man of war in the harbour of Liſbon; and though the col 

_ © of Liſbon had ſettled their differences with. that of Madrid, 
the ſubject of the rights of each crown in the Brazils, he ln 
of no further agreement or compa& between — | 


* 
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olland, the Dutch had but one object, which was commerce; 
Wis they would carry on as a neutral power, and ſupply the 
VWrtics at war with ammunition, | 
They have done fo at all times; remonſtrances had been 
ade againſt their ſupplying the Americans, and fome of their 
i had been ſeized; but ſtill he had no apprehenſion that 
oe court at the Hague would relax in their old friendſhip and 
Wliance with Great Britain. His Lordſhip then explained 
zmſelf upon ſubſidies ; he denied that he had ever declared 
gainſt all ſubſidies; he had ever looked upon the ſubſidies 
ranted to 2 princes in time of peace, as a retaining fee 
d keep their alliance in time of war as highly diſadvanta- 
eous, becauſe thoſe princes, after receiving the money, re- 
ulated their conduct by the political ſituation of affairs; 
ut the preſent ſubſidies were highly advantageous, as they 
Wpplicd us with troops upon an emergency on cheaper terms 
han we could raiſe them any other way. 
His Lordſhip then exculpated himſelf from having ill uſed 
eneral Carleton: he beſtowed the higheſt encomiums on 
is abilities, and ſaid there were particular reaſons why he re- 
ommended it to the King not to take the ſupreme command 
om Sir William Howe, though General Carleton was the 
enior officer; he was ſure the General would not complain 


im, though he could not to the Houſe, | 
Aremark having been made of reflections thrown- out in 
he news- papers againſt public characters, Lord North ſaid he 
new nothing of them, only that they were no friends of his; 
or in the whole circle of the papers he was daily abuſed, but 
ze deſpiſed it. His Lordſhip expreſſed his contempt of news- 
_ abuſe, in the moſt energetic terms. He ſaid, he wiſhed 
| ſtop could be put to ſuch infamous publications. No man 
zeld them in greater abhorrence, particularly thoſe alluded to, 
ot that he could ever believe, that adminiſtration, or any 
dart, or individual of it, had a hand in them. A ſet of per- 
ons were employed by the printers, who would write or fay 
any thing for hire; and unleſs it could be proved, that they 
ere hired by adminiſtration, he thought it extremely un- 
parliamentary and unfair, to lay their calumnies at the door 
of thoſe, who, he verily believed, were totally innocent of the 


= 


miniſters. 


f it when he came home, and he ſhould aſſign his reaſons to 


harge. He obſerved, it had been ſaid, that thoſe calumnies 
Were propagated by perſons, who dined and converſed with 
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miniſters. He could anſwer, ſo far as the charge could h 
ſuppoſed to affect him, it was falſe ; and if he knew of an 
perſon, who frequented his table, and repeated what he hear 
much more, what he did not hear there, he would take 
he ſhould never again be furniſhed with a like pretence, 
Mr. Charles Fox inſiſted, that the reſources of the nation 
however great, could never anſwer the vaſt expences we mul 
always unde BO, if we are obliged to follow the example 
France, and fit out fleets whenever ſhe thinks proper to am 
There was a time, he ſaid, when a Britiſh miniſtry would in 
fift, that the enemies of their country ſhould firſt diſarm, be 
fore they laid up their ſhips ; that time, however, was n 
more; and the faithful page of hiſtory, he obſerved, won 
hand down to poſterity, the puſillanimity of a miniſter, wh 
confented to ſet Spain the example of diſarming; though thy 
honour of the navy, and conſequently of the nation, had bee 
violated, when the rudder of an Engliſh man of war was for 
cibly taken from her at Port Egmont. He ſaid, the miniſter 
by not bringing the printers of the abuſe againſt the How: 
to juſtice, gave reaſon to think that he approved of it. Tha 
. of an advertiſement relative to a charity, 
purſued with the utmoſt rigovr, whilft the defamers of ou 
generals and commanders were ſuffered to go unpuniſhed. 

The motion was agreed to without a diviſion. 

Sir Grey Cooper preſented the bill to impower his Majeſty t 
ſecure and detain perſons charged with or ſuſpected of tht 
erime of high treaſon in America, or on the high ſeas, or th 
crime of piracy, which was read a firſt time, and ordered to 
read a ſecond time. 

Mr. Baker ſaid, he intended to have made his oppoſition 
the introduction of this bill, but he was prevented by ti 
hurry in which it was brought into the Houſe : as that was n 
longer in his power, he would oppoſe it in the preſent ſtag 
and accordingly moved, That an humble addreſs be preſente 
to his Majeſty, praying him to order a correct return and f 


_ deſcription of all the priſoners, with an account of the prifon 


in which they are confined in America, as well as Great Br 
tain, together with copies of their ſeveral commitments, al 
the bail, &c. offered for their enlargement, and all other pr 


ceedings of his Majeſty's privy council, in conſequence of th 
1. 7255 veſted in them y the = bill, for the ſuſpenſion of the 


abeas Corpus act, to be laid before this Houle, 


Mr 


17. D E BAT E 8. 


ormation. 


re few or none taken up by virtue of the ſuſpenſion of that 
„it was clear to hitu that the act had been in the firſt in- 
nce uſeleſs; and that conſequently, it was unneceſſary to 
wor continue it: his object therefore was to prove, from 
icial information, that the act had not had any effect; that 
reaſon exiſted which could demonſtrate that there is any 
ater cauſe now to renew it, than there had been at firſt to 
act it; and that conſequently it would be an unjuſtifiable 
aſure to ſuſpend the operation of ſo important an act as the 
abeas Corpus is to the ſubject. - 


ation to force the bill into operation, if the parties, who 
oht think themſelves aggrieved in the firſt inſtance, de- 
ned to avail themſelves of that mode of redreſs which the 
| held out. There was nothing new in the ſuſpenſion of the 
abeas Corpus law; it had been frequently ſuſpended fince the 
yolution when the exigenciesof public affairs required, firſt in 
ng William's time, and afterwards in the years 1715 and 
45; but if the honourable gentleman wiſhed to know the 
mes, numbers, and other particulars ſtated in his motion re- 
ive to thoſe unhappy perſons, he for his part had no objec- 


n whatever. 


is ſimply this; that the enquiry of the Houſe ſhould be co- 
tenſive with the exerciſe of powers it had delegated to the 
dwn, He drew this inference from what had been ſtated 
the laſt honourable gentleman, that there were many na- 
e Americans under confinement for treaſonable practices, 
It not one of the natives of Great Britain, which was the 
ongeſt argument of the inutility of the act, and the beſt rea- 
n, why it ſhould now be permitted to die a natural death, as 
ing totally unneceſſary. | 


urable light than that in which it appeared to the gentleman 
a0 ſpoke before him. He faid, that the motive from which 
acted when he gave his aſſent Jaſt ſeſſion to the ſuſpending 
e act, was not ſo much to puniſh as to prevent rebellion ; 
perſons indeed, he confeſſed, had been taken into cuſtody -- 
Vor. VIII. — 3 


Mr. Cornwall wiſhed to know what were the conſequences Mr. Corn- 
> honourable gentleman wanted to draw from the defired wall, 


Mr. Baker replied, that having reaſon to imagine that there Mr. Baker. 


Sir Grey Cooper replied, that ſuch an enquiry was unneceſ- Sir Grey 
y, and indeed nugatory, for it was impoſſible for admini- er. 


Mr. Baker anſwered, that the propoſed object of his motion Mr. Baker, 


Mr. Welbore Ellis begged leave to ſpeak a little in reply, to Mr. be-. 
ew that the matter ought to be viewed in a much more fa- Elli. 


1 58 


Mr. Burke. 


their moſt valuable privileges, if this mode of reafoniny 


— 


Mr. Willcre Mr. FVelbore Ellis ſtood up again, and expreſſed himſelf fur 


Eis. 


M.. Burt. 


that might enſue; and that if few perſons had been confined, 
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in conſequence of it; but then it muſt be attributed, he ſaid 
to the terrors of impriſonment, and the other conſequence 


it was a proof that few crimes, againſt which the act wu 
levelled, had been committed, Hence he inferred, that the 
ſuſpenſion had awed many diſaffected ſubjects into obedience 
and fidelity, and ſhut the door againſt domeſtic rebellion ; tha 
as it had prevented the commiſhon of numberleſs rebelliou 
acts, ſo he concluded it muſt continue to operate in the ſam: 
manner, and prevent in future, equally as well as in the paſt; 
that therefore he could not but juſtify the meaſure of fil 
keeping the bill in being, that the ſame happy effects may nat 
ceaſe to be felt. 

Mr. Burke was warmed at the idea of ſuſpending the Hz 
deas Corpus, merely that rebellions might be prevented: th: 
ſame argument might hold good to eternity, and continue the 
ſuſpenſion of that important act to the end of time. The 
fence of liberty might be cut down, and Britons deprived d 


ſhould be approved by the Houſe. The ſame cauſe thit 

obliges the act to be paſſed this ſeſſion, may produce a fimilarct: 

fect the next one, and thus defeat the purpoſe of the moſt vs 

luable law we have. He implored, he entreated the Houſ, 

if there was fill one ſpark of genuine patriotiſm to be found i 

it, that they would now ſtand forth the guardians of the 

country's rights, aſſert their liberties, and cruſh the infamou 
bill that was to be the inſtrument of their ſlavery, in the fi 
inſtance. | 5 | 

priſed that the honourable member ſhould fly into ſuch ei 

tremes, and draw inferences which he did not think the pre 

miſes could juſtity ; truth and virtue, he ſaid, were general no 

to be found in the midway, between the two extremes; tio 
no political or metaphyſical propoſition could be advancth 

which, (if puriuved to the utmoſt limits that refined reaſon 
covld ftretch it to) would not terminate in an abſurdity. Bi 

never meant that a continual ſuſpenſion ſhould be ground lie. 

upon this temporary one; nor could he ſee the leaſt dan rar 

that ſuch a meaſure would ever originate from it. ; 

Mr. Burke again roſe up, and confeſſed that truth was Men 

to be found in the extremes; that he did not want to door 

him to the argument ad ab/urdum in any metaphyſical quem 
ſion ; Lutin chis political one he would wiſh to purſue him ue. 
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be utmoſt verge of reaſoning, till he ſhould give up a meaſure 
regnant with our ruin. | 
he land-tax, he obſerved, was introduced as a temporary 
N evenue, and by that means granted by the Houſe: the army 


as at firſt voted for one year only: but now your army, ſaid 

e, is a ſtanding army; your land- tax is a ſtanding revenue 

o maintain this ſtanding army; and this ſuſpenſion may be- 
ome a ſtanding ſuſpenſion, and conſequently, the eternal ſuſ- 
denſion and deftruftion of the Habeas Corpus. 8 bd 
Mr. Fox ſaid, When the firſt motion was made to ſuſpend Mr. Fez. 
he Habeas Corpus, it was declared by the favourers of the 
bill to be a moſt harmleſs, mild and innocent meaſure ; now 

t is confeſſed to be armed with the greateſt terrors; to be 
ble to awe the ſubject into ſubmiſſion, and terrify him into 
dbedience : it was ſcandalous, it was infamous, to endeavour 

o conceal the dreadful effects that muſt naturally flow from 
uch an act, and an indignity offered to the Houſe, to attempt 

o deceive by ſuch thin diſguiſes. 

Mr. Baker's motion was agreed to. 

Sir Charles Whitworth was then ordered to make his re- 
"ap the committee of ſupply, which he was about to de, 
hen 5 | 
Mr. Temple Luttrell aroſe to oppoſe it: he ſaid, when this Nr. h. 
portant buſineſs was yeſterday agitated in the Commit - Zurrell, 
ee, I thought it neeeſſary to call upon the miniſters for the 
reſent ſtate and condition of the Bririſh fleet ,previoully to 
Pur voting ſo very * and expenſive an augmentation as is 

ow aſked for. I aſſerted, and do ſtill maintain, that this 
ation has been atrociouſly defrauded and deceived by impo- 
ing fictitious accounts, advanced merely upon verbal faith, 
vithout the proper official teſtimonials, which, whenſoever ſo 
normous an expenditure of the public grants comes in que - 
tion, it is our duty to have laid upon your table. I accuſed 
he miniſters of obtaining large ſums of money by votes of 
arliament for the naval departments, which money has, to 

e amount of many hundred thouſand pounds, not been ap- 
plied to the ſpecific purpoſes for which it was allowed and 
granted by the legiſlature, Advancing in the Committee po- 
tive and clear facts upon this head, I was replied to by diſin- 
genuouſly mis-ſtating my allegations, or by grimace and buf- 
oonery; and contradictory aſſertions were urged from the 
eeming authority of a few looſe official ſcraps of paper 
queezed up between the fingers. I aſk for, and I expect che 
oper parliamentary vouchers for the due application of the 


DY money 
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Mr. Burke. 
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r. Vellere Mr. MWelbore Ellis ſtood up again, and expreſſed himſelf fur 
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in conſequence of it; but then it muſt be attributed, he ſaid, 
to the terrors of impriſonment, and the other conſequence 
that might enſue; and that if few perſons had been confined, 
it was a proof that few crimes, againſt which the act wu 
levelled, had been committed, Hence he inferred, that the 
ſuſpenſion had awed many diſaffected ſubjects into obedience 
and fidelity, and ſhut the door __ domeſtic rebellion ; tha 
as it had prevented the commiſhon of numberleſs rebelliou 
acts, ſo he concluded ĩt muſt continue to operate in the ſam: 
manner, and prevent in future, equally as well as in the paſt; 
that therefore he could not but juſtify the meaſure of fiil 
keeping the bill in being, that the ſame happy effects may nat 
ceaſe to be felt. 

Mr. Burke was warmed at the idea of ſuſpending the Hi 
eas Corpus, merely that rebellions might be prevented: th: 
ſame argument might hold good to eternity, and continue the 
ſuſpenſion of that important act to the end of time. Th 
fence of liberty might be cut down, and Britons deprived d 
their moſt valuable privileges, if this mode of reaſoniq 
ſhould be approved by the Houſe. The ſame cauſe tha 
obliges the act to be paſſed this ſeſſion, may produce a fimilarct- 
fect the next one, and thus defeat the purpoſe of the moſt y: 
luable law we have. He implored, he entreated the Houk 
if there was ſtill one ſpark of genuine patriotiſm to be found i 
it, that they would now ſtand forth the guardians of thei 
country's rights, aſſert their liberties, and cruſh the infamou 
bill that was to be the inſtrument of their ſlavery, in the fil 


inſtance. | 


priſed that the honourable member ſhould fly into ſuch ei 
tremes, and draw inferences which he did not think the pr 
miſes could juſtify; truth and virtue, he ſaid, were general 
to be found in the midway, between the two extremes; ail 
no political or metaphyſical propofition could be advance 
which, (if puriuved to the utmoſt limits that refined reaſon} 
covld ſtretch it to) would not terminate in an abſurdity. 
never meant that a continual ſuſpenſion ſhould be you 


upon this temporary one; nor could he ſee the leaſt dane ran 
that ſuch a meaſure would ever originate from it. tiv 
Mr. Burke again roſe up, and confeſſed that truth was ent 


to be found in the extremes; that he did not want to di oon 
him to the argument ad abſurdum in any metaphyſical qu 
ſtion; Lut in chis political one he would wiſh to purſue him! 
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he utmoſt verge of reaſoning, till he ſhould give up a meaſure 


regnant with our ruin. | | 
6 he land-tax, he obſerved, was introduced as a temporary 
Y evenue, and by that means granted by the Houſe : the army 


vas at firſt voted for one year only: but now your army, ſaid 
he, is a ſtanding army; your land-tax is a ſtanding revenue 
o maintain this ſtanding army; and this ſuſpenſion may be- 
ome a ſtanding ſuſpenſion, and conſequently, the eternal ſuſ- 
denſion and defirufion of the Habeas Corpus. 5533 
Mr. Fox ſaid, When the firſt motion was made ts ſuſpend Mr. Fax. 
e Habeas Corpus, it was declared by the favourers of the | 
dill to be a moſt harmleſs, mild and innocent meaſure 5 now 
t is confeſſed to be armed with the greateſt terrors; to be 
ble to awe the ſubject into ſubmiſſion, and terrify him into 
dbedience : it was ſcandalous, it was infamous, to endeavour 
o conceal the dreadful effects that muſt naturally flow from 
uch an act, and an indignity offered to the Houſe, to attempt 
d deceive by ſuch thin diſguiſes, | 
Mr. Baker's motion was agreed to. 
Sir Charles Whitworth was then ordered to make his re- 
ect the committee of ſupply, which he was about to de, 
* 1 | 8 
Mr. Temple Luttrell aroſe to oppoſe it: he ſaid, when this Mr. 7; 
portant buſineſs was yeſterday agitated in the Commit - Zurtrell, 
ee, I thought it neeeſſary to call upon the miniſters for the 
reſent ſtate and condition of the Britiſh fleet previouſly to 
ur voting ſo very large and expenſive an augmentation as is 
ow aſked for. I aſſerted, and do ſtill maintain, that this 
ation has been atraciouſly defrauded and deceived by impo- 
Ing fiftitious accounts, advanced merely upon verbal faith, 
1thout the proper official teſtimonials, hich; whenfoever ſo 
normous an expenditure of the public grants comes in que - 
ion, it is our duty to have laid upon your table. I accuſed 
he miniſters of obtaining large ſums of money by votes of 
arliament for the naval departments, which money has, to 
ne amount of many hundred thouſand pounds, not been ap- 
lied to the ſpecifie purpoſes for which it was allowed and 
Franted by the legiſlature. Advancing in the Committee po- 
tive and clear facts upon this head, I was replied to by diſin- 
enuouſly mis- ſtating my allegations, or by grimace and buf 
oonery ; and contradictory aſſertions were urged from the 
ming authority of a few looſe official ſcraps of paper 
Jueezed up between the fingers. I aſk for, and I expect the 
oper parliamentary vouchers for the due application of the 
F money 
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| likewiſe ſtated 23 ſhips and veſſels of war in Jamaica, carry. 


have but very few men. Now, ſuppoſing 63 frigates and 


accounts received at the board of admiralty from the admin 


veſſels of his Majeſty's navy employed on channel ſervice, a 
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money of the people, The honourable member [Mr. Buller] 
over the way has ſtated the number of ſhips and veſſels of wa 
actually employed at home for the protection of theſe iſland 
to amount to 105---and aſſerts, that they have one with ano. 
ther 300 men each, and upwards---in all 32,397. He ha 


ing one with another 140 men each. 

Sir, I venture, upon undoubted profeſſional and other in. 
formation (and which I would frankly diſcloſe to the, Hou, 
were not-minifterial vengeance to be apprehended) that we 
have no ſuch force, nor any thing like it; by the honoprabk 
member's own ftate of the ſhips in the Britiſh ports, and in the 
Channel, it cannot be. It has been admitted by the Admi- 
ralty, that you have only 18,040 in the 35 ſhips of the line 
equipped for ſea, and that the other ſeven (in all 42 of the line) 


ſloops of war, as mentioned by the Lord of the Admiralty 
over the way, their full war complements would not exceet 
6000 men; where then are theTemainder of the 32397 ? Ar 
they upon the impreſs ſervice ? To aſcertain the truth of thi 
diſcuſſion, and that thoſe perſons of us who really impoſe, a 
attempt to impoſe thus wickedly upon Parliament and tht 
nation, be detected, I humbly move. That the laſt weekly 


or commander in chief of his Majeſty's ſhips and veſſels d 
war at the ſeveral ports of Plymouth, Portſmouth, and Cha- 
ham, together with the ſtate and condition of the ſhips, an 


on the coaſts of Great Britain or Ireland, be laid before thi 
Houte.”? -. . 

Perhaps, Sir, ſuch groſs impoſitions may by miniſters b. 
ranked as pie fraudes at this dangerous criſis; and might be 
juſtified, could they deceive our enemies as effectually as the et 
do our own countrymen: but, Sir, if our miniſters are aſleeg 
and the Britiſh nation aſleep, the French and Spaniſh: govem 
ments are not. It is obſerved by Monteſquiey, that greife. 
Nate convulſions are uſually preceded by a national lethargy 
Some very ſerious convulſion muſt, in the nature of thing 
ſoon happen in theſe iſlands, to bring the authors and conduc: 
tors of this calamitous war, and of all the miſchiefs attendinf 
It, to condign puniſhment, or our empire can never be reſtort 
to any degree of its former proſperity and luſtre. Before I 
down, will any gentleman here contend, that the greater pil 
of the 35 ſhips of the line having been already upon my lay 
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\c Channel, is a proof of their having their complete war 
dmplement of men aboard? They could not even have navi- 
ted their ſhips in ſecurity, putting a war out of the queſtion, 
nleſs they had been ſupplied with a conſiderable number of 
Hands from the proper complements of the men of war in the 
cet at Spithead, or been affiſted by their American priſoners | 
Mr. Bayley remarked, that the Houſe had been informed, Mr. Beyly. 
hat twenty-three ſail of men of war were on the Jamaica 
ation, and that they had upwards of 3000 men on board: 
hat he doubted the truth of the information, and went this 
ay into the city to get ſome lights on the ſubject: that he 
ad learned that the accounts given to the Houſe were not 
ue; that there were not above ten men of war on that ſer- 
ice; and that if there were twenty-three veſſels on the ſta- 
on, the remainder of them were tenders or ſmall craft, ſome 
ithout either men or guns. 
Mr. 7. Tewnſend ſaid, he had aſked the noble Lord in the Mr. T. 
ue ribbon, what it was he wanted with ſo great a number of T9wnſcad: 
amen? and told him that it was ſurely the leaſt that could 
required of him, to let the people know for. what purpoſes 
ey were to pay their money---that he had received the moſt 
xtraordinary anſwer, that perhaps ever was given by a mini- 
ter, which was, that. the Houſe had agreed to ſupport what 
eaſures the King might think proper to adopt, and therefore 
ch a queſtion was now needleſs, , a is a doctrine, he ſaid, 
Fas quite new ; the firſt day of a ſeſſion was the only day for 
ebating, and their addreſs to the King bound them to grant 
plicitly, and without any enquiry into the expenditure, ſuch 
ms as the miniſter ſhould think proper to require. | 
Lord North aroſe to exculpate himſelf from the charge made Lord Norths 
y the honourable gentleman, that he had laid down new "X08 
octrines to the Houle, which he forced them to adopt. I do 
ot recollect, ſays he, to have faid any thing on which ſuch a 
harge could be grounded; this I am ſure of, that I never 
cant to dictate to this Houſe : if I attempted it, this Houſe 
ould not bear it, but reſent ſuch preſumption as it deſerved; | 
know what its reſentment is, and therefore am very cau- 
pus not o begame. the object af itt. 
If I did not give the honourable gentleman my reaſons for 
naking ſo great a demand, it was by no means from want of 
eſpect for him, but becauſe I thought they were ſo obvious 
nd notorious te every one, that a detail of them muſt be. ab- 
lutely unneceſſary : nay, the gentleman's own ſpeech ſhewed 
plainly, that he was not ignorant of them. w 1. | 
| 8 
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The honourable member ſaid, that notwithſtanding the pn 
feſſions of friendſhip from France and Spain, it was till h 
opinion they meant to be at us: there was one reaſon þ 
arming. He ſaid, that Ireland had no land forces to defer 
herſelf in caſe of an invaſion : there was another reaſon. I. 
word, it would be needleſs to enumerate all the reafons th; 
could be adduced to juſtify the meaſure, | 

He obſerved, that much ftreſs had been laid by gentlem 
on this particular obſervation, that in the year 1759 we bh 
only 60,000 ſeamen to fight againſt almoſt all Europe. 
this they laboured under a great miſtake. In that year, i 

deed, no more than 60,000 men had been voted ; but the 
were then in actual ſervice full 84,000; and by the ſeizu 
of the French ſailors at Newfoundland we had in the differer 
priſons of Great Britain 20,000 of their ſeamen : that there! 
a greater neceſſity for a ſtrong armament, now in caſe a 
ſhould break out with the Houſe of Bourbon, than at thatp 
riod, as they have ſince that time united themſelves fo clot 
by the Family Compact, that if we declare war againſt one. 
them, we muſt fight them all. FOE 
He did not think that the different powers were inſincere 
their profeſhons of neutrality ; but there was a certain degis 
of confidence which ſhould never be given to the words of ar 
man, and that therefore it was prudent to guard againſt ti 
worſt; he did not ſay, the whole number of men then n 
quired, would be poſitively taken into pay; but that as hed 
not like to incur a navy debt, he propoſed the greateſt nuni 
ber that could be ſuppoſed to be wanted. 5 

The report of the committee was then called for, delivert 
in by Sir Charles Whitworth, and paſſed the Houle. 

M « Luttrel] then made his motion, which was, that the li 
weekly accounts received at the Admiralty from the com 
mander in chief at Portſmouth, Plymouth, and Chatham, tt 
gether with the laft accounts from the commanders of ut 
ſhips as are on channel ſervice, or on the coaſts of Great Bri 
tain and Ireland, be laid before this Houſe, 
Mr. Bar in Mr. Bayly ſeconded the motion. 
Mr. Penton. Mr. Penton oppoſed it, as tending to give our enemies tl 

great an inſight into our affairs. ol 

Col. Barre. Colonel Barre ſaid, that if upon enquiry, it ſhould appes 
that we have 33,000 men in actual ſervice for home duty, 
will be news which our enemies will hear with grief and d 
ſpair: that it were uſeleſs to withold the papers moved i 
from that conſideration, as it is more than probable that the 
P T ly 
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Mr. Lattrell. 
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e as well acquainted with the matter as ourſelves ; the noble 
prd, he ſaid, has told us he knows what the reſentment of 
is Houſe is: there I muſt beg leave to contradict him : he 
bows only the complaiſance, the indulgence, the ſubmiſſion 
this Houſe; its reſentment he is ſtill a ſtranger to. 


63 


Governor Johnſtone expreſſed his diſapprobation of turning Gov. Joba- 


avy merchantmen into men of war, and employing them as ne. 


dnvoys, when they were not able, ſrom their unwieldy ſhape, 
run 1o faſt in purſuit of an enemy, as a light built frigate 
ould, | 
He ſaid, it was but a poor pretence for withholding the 
pers, leſt our enemies ſhould get intelligence from them of 
r affairs, when no papers were aſked for, but ſuch as con- 
ined matters well known to, and atteſted by, every boat- 
ain, carpenter, &c. in the navy: the information required 
duld be eaſily obtained, he ſaid, through ſome other channel; 
t then no arguments could be drawn from it, as it could 
dt be ſaĩd to be official. 8 


Lord North ſaid, he had no objection, becauſe he was cer- Lor] Nerrbg 


in the enquiry would redound to the honour of thoſe to 
hom the care and direction of the navy was intruſted. He 
deed ſaw no occaſion for any ſuch enquiry ; for he believed 
dat Parliament might ſafely truſt to the information which 
ad been already officially given. | 


Colonel Barre humouroutly obſerved, that if the Houſe Col. Barre. 


ſted ſolely to details held out in looſe converſations, he 


ared, it would happen to them, as it once happened to a 
duntryman, who met with a diſaſter in an amorous rendez- 


ous, and being aſked, how he came to be ſo miſerably de- 


eived, © *Zouns, man, who would have thought it, ſhe 
Fas dizened out with a huge deal of finery, and covered all 


ver with zilks and zattins.“ 


Sir Hugh Palliſer perceiving that the noble Lord in the si, Hugh 


lue ribbon thought differently from him and his colleague in Palliſer. 


ce | Mr, whoa acquieſced, though he ſaid, he thought 


e motion unnece ary. He read ſome accounts relative to 


he fleet now in commiſſion for home ſervice. He begged 


ave to ſet gentlemen right with regard to the number of 
en on board that fleet: he had never informed the Houſe, 


hat they were 33,000 ; he only ſaid, that the full comple- 


ent was 33,000 : there were, he ſaid, by the laſt week's re- 
rn, upwards of 18,000 men, excluſive of 1500 marines on 


dard the thirty-five ſhips already fitted out; and that, by 
pplying the deficiencies from the ſupernumerary men, there 
3 2 „5 | would 
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_ be more than the compleat complement of thy 
Set. 5 1 7 | - 
Ihe queſtion being put, Mr. Luttrell's motion was carrie 
without a divifion. >, 
| November 28. Ry 27 
I ̃ he order of the day being read, that the Houſe do reſoln 
itſelf into a committee of ways and means to grant to his Mz 
jeſty a land- tax for the year 1778, of four ſhillings in the 
pound upon all lands, tenements, &c. within England, Wale 
and the town of Berwick upon Tweed, and a proportionabl 
rate thereof upon lands, tenements, &c. in Scotland, 
Sir Gerls Sir Charles Mpitworth took the chair of the committee, an 
Wund. ſtated, that the land-tax for the year 1777 amounted ty 
} 2,140,0001. 
| Lord Nerth. Lord North moved the reſolution, 
Mr. n- Mr. Fhitbread complained greatly of the inequitable moi 
| bread. of aſſeſſing and levying the land- tax, and begged the commit 
- tee to take it into their moſt ſerious conſideration. Since the 
addition of one ſhilling inthe pound was laid upon lands, th 
whole was raiſed on ſome eſtates agreeable to the old aſſeſ. 
ment, and ſome agreeable to the new, by which eſtates in g 
neral were moſt unfairly and moſt unevenly taxed. As u 
inſtance of this truth, he declared, that he had one eſtate ii 
Lincolnſhire, of 1801. yearly value, for which he paid m 
more than 16 I. a year land-tax; and another eſtate in L 
cefterſhire, for which he paid the ſum of gol. yearly, though 
the rental of both were nearly equal. This great and ſpecifi 
difference, ariſing from the one eſtate paying to the rate of i 
old affefiment, and the other to the new; he would therefott 
he ſaid, humbly move as an amendment to the vote for tit 
preſent year's ſupply, and as an equal, fair, and impartial mod 
of taxing the landed property of the kingdom, that the bil 
ſhould pats for three ſhillings in the pound, to be raiſed o 
every eſtate agreeable to the old aſſeſſment, and that a new al 
ſeſſment be made throughout the kingdom for the additiond 
ſhilling. | 
'T be Chairman obſerved, that the motion before the Hou 
was not about the mode of aſſeſſing, but whether 48. and 
5 more {hall be the land- tax for the enſuing year. | 
Mr. Pater, Mr. Baker ſaid, the honourable member's obſervation m 
- worthy of the attention of the Houſe, it was not againſt th 
propoſed reſolution, but againſt the mode of affefling. H 
antentions were plainly when the tax demanded an additi 
ſhilling, that a ſum of money ſhould be raiſed on the land 
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der rated: till the aſſeſſments were equal throughout the 

gdom, and the deficiency, if any ſhould remain, to be 

rly and proportionably levied on all the lands in the King- 

m---For, his part, he ſhould go farther, for whether the 

d- tax were laid at above or under three ſhillings, he was 

opinion, that juſtice would never be done, till an equal, and 

courſe an equitable manner of rating all property ſubject to 

land- tax was adopted. | 

Lord Ongley ſaid, the fact was true, but the concluſion Ld. Ong!ey. 

ed for a further explanation. Thoſe who derived titles from 

ir anceſtors, were moſt certainly bound by their acts; and 

h as purchaſed gave a price proportioned to the mode which 

zvailed in the country or place where the lands or eſtate 

The honourable member who ſpoke firſt furniſhed him 

th an argument againſt what he advanced ; for if he was to 

rchaſe in either of the ſhires mentioned, he would be glad to 

ow from that gentleman, whether he would give as great a 

ice in a county where the tax was collected to the full ex- 

t, as where it did not pay perhaps above half or a third of 

real value; certainly not: the burden on the land was al- 

ys eſtimated and allowed for out of the full purchaſe. 

Colonel Barre addreſſed himſelf in nearly the following col. Barre. 

rds to the Committee: I riſe to trouble the Committee | 

h a few ſentiments on the queſtion of the day. Not a ſingle 

ntry gentleman has riſen to ſpeak of peace, or to complain 

war, Their ſupineneſs, or their acquieſcence, deſerves the 

jereſt reprehenſion. If quy are blind to the diftreſſes of 

Ir country, they ought to be awakened; if they are igno- 

t, they ought to be informed; if indolent, they ought to be 

duſed. In a few words, I will ſhew them the extent, the 

zenitude of the preſent calamitous war, the effects it has / 

dduced, and the expectatious we are led to entertain of it. 

d leſs a ſum than 1 3,000,000 of money was voted by this 

duſe for the ſervice of the war for laſt year; a ſum equal to 

ever neceſſary, ever requeſted, ever granted for the ſer- 

e of any foreign war from the Conqueſt up to this day, ex- 

pting alone, the grants for the four laſt years of the late 

ir with the Houſe of Bourbon, and the grants for one fingle 

r more, in the year 1711, in the reign of Queen Anne, 

en a very large ſum of the national debt was paid off, and 

any confiderable public ſervices performed. This year we 

Ive already voted more than 3,000,0001. for the navy, On 

edneſday we ſhall vote 3, OOo, ooo l. more for the army; 


U in due courſe, the other votes will paſs for a ſum equal to 
Vor. VIII. | K | | that 
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= that of laſt year. Such are the effects of this American wa, 
Let us view the expectations: are we, by conqueſt, to be re. 
lieved from this immenſe burden of taxation? No; there is 1 
conqueſt aimed at; we wiſh not to ſubdue the Americans fo 
the purpoſe of drawing a revenue ſrom the country: our al. 
miniſtrators ſay that is not the object of the conteſt ; they 
own that the Americans will not be able to bring a revenue 
into our Exchequer. We mean alone, it ſeems, to reduc 
them to obedience, for the fake of national honour. We 
exerciſe every effort of warlike oppreffion againſt them, be. 
cauſe they will not crouch at our feet, and make the fin 
ſubmiſſion. This is a war of punctilio, not of profit; an 
we may fairly conclude, that even after its adjuſtment, we 
ſhall be nearly as much taxed to prevent, as we are now n 
maintain war. 

It has of old been the cuſtom of this Houſe to enquire for, 
and to require ſuch papers as were deemed of conſequence. 
On this day, in particular, it was uſual of old to call farf 
particular accounts of the arrears of the land-tax ; of the 
neat receipts, of the names of the receivers; of what pan 
they had paid into the Exchequer, and of what part was re 
maining in their hands. But of late, I am ſorry to ſay it 
we have made no ſuch requifitions, Neceflary as they ar 
to the fecurity of our conſtituents, we have either neglet- 
ed or not dared to do it. Such requifition, however, ſhall be 
made. If no worthier perſon riſes to demand them, I wil 
whenever the Speaker reſumes the chair ;. and in the mean 
time ſhall with ſorrow repeat, that no country gentleman ha 
riſen this day to aſk or to wiſh. for peace. 

Lord Ougley went into a relation of the motion made the 
firſt day of the ſeſſion for a ceſſation of hoſtilities. Ht 
laughed at its abſurdity, and ſaid, ſhould any ſuch meaſu 
be adopted, it would moſt certainly be imputed to a con: 
ſcioutneſs of our inability to ſupport the war, or of the in- 
Juſtice of its commencement ; and he hoped no gentlemat 
would wiſh for either. He obſerved, that the country get 
tlemen had been called upon by the laſt honourable gentle 
man Who ſpoke, and who had taken ſuch pains to exag: 

rate the expence of the American war, and compare | 
with that of former wars. This, in his opinion, was wid 
of the queſtion, and proved nothing. We were contending 
for a right, which if relinquiſhed in the manner wiſhed by 
thoſe who oppoſed the preſent meafure, would moſt certain 
terminate in the loſs of America, and ultimately end 1n the 
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ſignificance, and conſequent ruin of this country. - The 
nourable gentleman, took it for granted, that though we 
ould prevail and eftabliſh the right, all expectations of 


venue were no more. To perſiſt therefore, is to only con- 


nd for a point of honour ; to fight for a punctillio, without 
e leaſt proſpect of profit. I beg leave to differ from the 
dnourable gentleman; I contend a right eſtabliſhed, and 
dt meant to be exerciſed, is no right, We are heavily taxed 
rſelves, and it is but reaſonable that when we ſhall compel 
e colonies to return to their duty, that they ſhould contri- 
ite in common with the reſt of their fellow ſubjects, in 

rt of that government, whoſe protection they will 
jually partake of. The right honourable gentleman ſays, 
at a war with France and Spain, is inevitable. I doubt it 
uch, if for no other reaſon, but becauſe we are ſo well pre- 
red to defeat their deſigns. But granting every thing that 
ay be advanced on that ſuppoſition ; in ſuch an event the 
orſt that can then happen, will be to withdraw our troops 
d fleets from North America, and attack our foreign ene- 
ties, Here the Houſe grew extremely diſorderly, and con- 
nued ſo much fo, till the noble Lord ſat down, that ſcarcely 
hy thing he ſaid, was heard, or attended to. 


Sir Herbert Mackworth minutely elucidated the motives Sir Herbem 
Mackwortb. 


fhich firſt gave riſe to the American war, enumerated the 
ill ſtronger motives for its progreſs; and expatiated largely 
n the conduct of thoſe members whoſe oppoſition to the 
reſent meaſures had irritated the Americans. That he was 
onvinced there was not a ſingle gentleman in the Houſe but 


ace to be obtained? It has been ſaid, by perſuaſion; but 
what arguments can you perſuade people who ſay, © we 
vill kill you or you ſhall kill us;” in ſuch a caſe we are en- 
Irely on the defenſive. Government, ſaid he, have left 
very opening for a conciliation, What more can be done ? 
rms of peace would be gladly accepted, and as far as con- 
fttent we met them, but what can be ſaid of thoſe people who 
nlarge a breach of loyalty ; as ſuch undoubtedly was the 


att, It is well known to many gentlemen in this Houſe, 


hat America waited with the utmoſt impatience for every 
rgument made uſe of here by her advocates, and with eager- 
els embraced every ſuggeſtion ſtarted in her favour ; it is 
tis, and to this above every thing, was owing the proclaim- 


had the ſanction of men who could defend, by argument, the 
| SA cauſe 


iſhed for peace with America; but then, ſays he, how is 


Ing independency, as they were taught to believe that they 
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cauſe that they believed they could defend by the ſword, 
cannot enough, ſays he, expreſs the horror 1 feel in thinkiy 
that any man of humanity ſhould urge the unſheathing ( 
the ſword, and ſtill more am I ſhocked to find any one 
unfeeling as to aggravate the arm which holds it. He the 
concluded with obſerving, that it was America continu 
the war with us, becauſe were they to return to their duy 
England would receive them with open arms. | 

Sir George Savile ſaid, he roſe from the defire of ſpeakin 

a few words, perhaps for the laſt time on the ſubjeC of th 
American war. He thought himſelf well intitled to ſpei 
on this day. He was member for a body of freeholde 
poſſeſſed of a large tract of landed property, and when! 
gave his vote for the ſupply called for, he appointed a lat 
ſum to government; it was his buſineſs, therefore, he pr 
ſumed, to enquire into the purpoſes for which it was in 
tended ; it was his duty to examine the uſes to which! 
would be applied. He ſaid, we were determined to peri 
in a war with America---it had been called a juſt war- 
neceſſary war---and the honourable gentleman who ſpokt 
before him had gone over the grounds of its commencemen 
the equity of its continuance, and the neceſſity of our per 
ſeverance in terms of the higheſt aggravation. Four ſeverd 
motives, ſays he, have been mentioned, for the commence 
ment, progreſs, continuance and perſeverance of the war 
Firft, it was begun on purpoſe * to quell a puny inturrec 
tion.“ Secondly it was proceeded in ** to ſubdue a dange 
rous rebellion.” Thirdly, it was continued ““ to defend 
ourſelves” - poſitively from the motive of /e defendendo--trom 
the fear, that if we do not kill them, they will us, And 
fourthly, continues he, it muſt be perſevered in from a mo,; 
tive the moſt ſtrange, perhaps, that ever entered into the 
thoughts of a rational people. He would give the whol 
committee, he ſaid, two gueſſes, and the, chairman three, 
and be bound that they would not gueſs it right. It was in- 
deed a laughable, a ludicrous motive---it muſt be perſevere 
in, adds he, © to gain their confidence.“ We are to beat 
them, it ſeems, in order to conciliate them. Such are th: 
romantic reaions aſſigned for this war; from the conclufion 
of which, no benefit was to be expected, nor revenue ariſe; 
and yet upon which there had been more money expended 
than would have ſerved to have purchaſed, taken in, cleared 
incloſed, manured, cultivated, ſown, and planted all the 
waſte lands in Britain-=-more than would have turned all re 
| heat dy 
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aths, hills, and waſtes into gardens ; and from the culti- 
ation of which, nay, if they had been all ſown with bar- 
y from the malt-tax alone, a greater revenue would have 
-en drawn, than all the taxation that can ever be gathered 
om the wide continent of America, Such, he concluded, 
rere the motives, and ſuch the effects of this war; and for 
his we were called upon to grant the preſent ſupply. 


Sir Herbert Mackworth] below him, ſpoke ſubſtantially to 
e following effect. The great object of the war, I under- 
and from the noble Lord over the way | Lord Ongley] 
nd the worthy Baronet, and conſolidating both their ar- 
ments, and ſuppoſing them to contain the ſentiments of 
e whole body of their brethren, the country gentlemen, I 
ink, call for the following teft. I would propoſe the two - 
pllowing queſtions to adminiſtration, and follow them by a 
ird, to thoſe who are looked upon to be the great ſupport 
f the preſent meaſures, I wiſh to hear any member of ad- 
diniftration pretend to fix a time for the termination of the 
eſent diſputes; that is, when the right ſo warmly contend- 
d for this night, will be eſtabliſhed. I defire to know 
om any member of adminiſtration, whether he expects, 
en in caſe of the greateſt ſucceſs on our part, and a recon- 
iliation or ſubmiſſion on the other, whether we are to ex- 
ct a revenue from that country? If then neither a period 
pretended to be fixed, to the preſent waſte of blood and 
aſte of treaſure 5 and though it could, if no revenue, either 
d replace the immenſe ſums we have already ſpent, or the 
normous expence we are likely to incur, even in the courſe 
the preſent campaign, the fruitful parent of perhaps twen 
ore, I would with the country gentlemen, even on their 
wn ground, to juſtify to themſelves, or their conſtituents, 
e perſiſting in meaſures, which do not promiſe the attain- 
ent of a ſingle object for which they now oftenfively give 
em their ſupport, 
On the Speaker's reſuming the chair, 


his ſpeech, moved, ** that the receipts of the arrears of the 
venue of the land-tax be laid before the Houſe, with an 
curate account of the names of the receivers, when and 
W much thereof has been paid into the Exchequer, and 
th an exact account of the arrears remaining due by the 
cclvers, up to Michaelmas term, 1777.” 


Lord 


Mr. Fox, after commenting upon the worthy Baronet's ſpeech Mr. Fer. 


Colonel Barrz, according to the intimation he had given Cot. Barre: 
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Ld. North, Lord North acquieſced in the motion, and declared at ti 
ſame time, his readineſs to give the Houſe all the inform 
mY poſſible; ſo that the motion was carried without a d 
vihon, 0 
Mr. Baer. Mr. Baker then addreſſed the Speaker, and ſaid, that h 
Had further conſidered his motion of yeſterday, and wiſhs 
to extend it; that in oppoſition to Sir Grey Cooper's bil 
for continuing the act for the temporary ſuſpenſion of ty 
Habeas Corpus act, he moved for an humble addreſs to hi 
Majeſty, previous to the paſſing of the bill, pray ing his Ma 
jeſty to inform the Houſe, what had been done in conf 
quence of that act. His motion, he ſaid, was merely ce 
extenſive with the act. He wiſhed, however, to enlatg 
his motion, and moved accordingly the following amend 
ment: That an addreſs may be preſented to his Majeſty 
praying him to be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, tha 
particular accounts be laid before the Houſe, of all the per 
ſons ſecured and retained in any of his Majeſty's gaols fol 
the crime of high treaſon, fince the 18th of April, the dai 
after the battle of Lexington, which happened on the 17t 
17755, to the date of the act paſſed laſt ſeſſion, for the ten 
porary ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act.“ 
| The Attorney General | Mr. Thurlow ] ſaid, he did not ( 
-Gexcral, the neceſſity of the enlargement; and as every petition ſhoull 
have the appearance at leaſt of ſome reaſon for the prays 
contained therein, he objected to the amendment, on thi 
ms that there was no pretence for the prayer; and on 
till firmer ground, that it was impoſſible accurate account 
of the tranſactions occaſioned by the act, could be collecte 
and laid before the Houſe. After ſome trifling debate, how 
ever, the motion was carried, and ſuch members as were d 
his Majeſty's privy council appointed to carry up the addrel 
The queſtion was put, and the reſolution was agreed to, # 
was likewiſe that for granting a duty on malt, mum, cyd 
and perry, for the year 1778. = 
L The Houſe roſe at half after fix, and adjourned till Mon N 
day. 
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Sir Charles Cocks preſented to the Houſe the followiq 
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I 
; Navy Office, November 29; 1979, 
Account of the Tranſports taten up or contracted for jince 
oestemnder 1775 to September 1777, deſcribing the Tonnage 
bat bas Leen paid er contracted to be paid for the ſame. 
Prepared in purſuance of 4 Precept of the Honourable Houſe 
0 Commons, dated November 24, 1777. x 
2 | Rate per Ton. 
2 When hired, No. of Tonnage, Per Calendar 
Ships, Month, 
| | h $6 4 
5. October 20 5621 
November 4 1763 n 
December 41 140805 
6. January 41 9819 | 
February 95 23146 L & ito 
March 32 8455 
April 8 r916 | 
Apr 10 2032 __ 
May 15 I 019-6 
June 2 474 
Auguſt 7 2040 
September 1 2.9] 
December 33 9458 
7. January "0 8379 © IT © 
Aprit 1 377 
May 4 1046 
June I 352 
July I 402 
ed in America from 
dgth Dec. 1775 to 3d pan 12457 o ro o 
Foxy 770 5 
ed at Amfterdam in } 
ach 1796 135 20740 
ed at Hamburgh in 6 . 
ay 1776 1 1220 
435 131 120 
at has been paid What remains to be 
their Freight. pald for the ſame, Total.- 
. 4. d. d . | A. J. v7 d, ; 
2433 10 2 499600 14 of 1132034 4 2 


Brought 


Mr. Fox, 


Building cabins, platforms, ſtalls and other 
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A 
1132034 4 
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Brovght over 
To which may be added the following ex- 
pences incurred on the tranſport ſervice 
within the time aforementioned, | viz. 
An allowance for guns and ammunition 
provided ſor the better defence of fundry | 5925 0 
Ships. | 


1 


Value paid for ſeveral of the ſhips taken by 

the rebels. ; f 23450 71 
Value of hammacoes, hoſes, ventilators 

and other ſtores iſſued on board the be.) 17326 12 

ral ſhips. 
Value of gun- boats and furniture, and 

ſtores for the batteaux and veſſels on the 6206 11 

lakes. 
Bedding for the men — — 22415 3 
Forage for the horſes — — 8227 101 


conveniencies on board the ſeveral ſhips | 
Pilotage and light charges 5 | 
Pay of agents, ſuperintendants, purveyors 
and others employed on tranſport ſervice 
with their diſburſements at embarkations 
and diſembarkations, and ſundry = 
contingencies 


29458 161 


1265231 21 


The whole amounting to the ſum of 6ne million two hu 
dred and ſixty- five thouſand one hundred and thirty-a 
pounds two ſhillings andeleven- pence, 


M. SUCKLING. J. WILLIAMs. GzoxCE Maki 


T. BRE Tr. R. TEMPLE, | 

No debate, Adjourned to December 1. * 
| December I, ; 

No debate, p 
December. 2. k 


Mr. Fox informed the Houſe, that, agreeable to h 
rrp; he moved the Houſe, that on a future day tit 
ould form themſelves into a committee of the whole Houl 
to conſider of the ſtate of the nation. He thought it ne 
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V, he ſaid, to explain the meaning and extent of the ſe- 
al motions he meant to propoſe, which he would do in 
ery few words. He meant then, that the committee 
duld confider the expences that the nation hath incurred 


m the American war, and the reſources that we poſ- 


to raiſe the ſupplies neceſſary for its continuance, In 
ſecond place, the loſs of men from that war. Thirdly, 
ſituation of trade, both with regard to America and 
foreign markets. Fourthly, the preſent ſituation of the 


r, and the hopes that we may rightly entertain from its 


tinuance, and the conduct and meaſures of the preſent 
iniſtration, of a laſting peace, and alſo our preſent ſitu- 
on in regard to foreign powers. And fifthly, to conſider 
at progreſs Sir William and Lord Howe have made in 
ſequence of the powers intruſted to them as commiſſio- 
s, by an act of the fixteenth of his preſent Majeſty's 
gn, for granting pardans, &c. for the purpoſe of bringing 
but a peace between Great Britain and the colonies. 
der theſe general heads, many other enquiries would ariſe, 
fit would be the buſineſs of the committee to follow every 
h that promiſed to lead to a thorough inveſtigation and 
covery of the ſtate of the nation. If, continues he, it 
dears that the nation is in a bad ſtate, and that the late 

preſent meaſures of adminiſtration have reduced us to 
extremity, which he was afraid they certainly had, a new 
tem muſt be introduced, and a new ſet of miniſters ap- 
nted ; but if, on the contrary, the nation ſhould be found in 
ouriſhing ſtate, and the preſent meaſures likely to prove 
ceſsful, the preſent ſyſtem ſhould be by all means con- 
ued, and the preſent miniſters remain in power; for none, 
was aſſured, but the preſent miniſters, could proſecute 
preſent ſyſtem. 


— 
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Lord North ſaid he chearfully agreed to the motion of Lord Nerth. 


honourable gentleman, and would do all in his power to 
dmote the great end he had in view. Nothing, he ſaid, 
puld give him more true delight, than to convinee the 


duſe that the ſtate of the nation was much more flouriſh- 


than many of the oppoſite fide actually did, or affected to 


eve. At the ſame time he hoped to be underſtood, that 
ready compliance with the motion ſhould preclude him 
m the neceſſity of laying papers before the Houſe that 


it might prove inconvement, dangerous, or hurtful to 


ern ment. | 


he motion having paſſed without a diviſion, 
| L 2 Mr. 


_ 


| 
' 
| 
8 | 


- . _ 
1 ——— 
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Mr. Fox. 


landing and diſcharging, lading or thipping, of goods, ware u 


authoriſed by his Majeſty are empowered, under certan 
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Mr. Fox roſe again, and moved, that the ſecond of Fe 
ruary next be the day appointed for the committee 
meet, to conſider the ſtate of the nation. He alſo move 
that there be laid before the Houle, © An account of 4 
the troops, foreign and, domeſtic, that were or had bee 
engaged in the Britiſh ſervice fince the firſt of Novemby 
1774. Alſo, A liſt of all the ſhips of war, floops, an 
veſſels, that have. been engaged in the ſervice, the numbe 
that have been taken, loſt, or deſtroyed, with the exact u 
turns of men killed or taken priſoners, from the firſt of N. 
vember, 1774. Alſo, © The laſt general returns of 4 
the. hoſpitals. belonging to his Majeſty in North America, 
Alſo, © A liſt of all the ſhips of war employed by govern 
ment as convoys to the trading fleets of this country.“ Ali 
4 Copies of the laſt general monthly returns of all the troq 
in his Majeſty's ſervice within Great Britain,” Alſo, © Co 
pies of the returns of the troops in Ireland; and copies d 
the returns of all the troops in North America and th 
Weſt Indies,” All theſe motions paſſed without oppaſition 
He then moved, That an humble addreſs. be preſented i 
his Majeſty, that his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſil 
to direct, that there be laid before this Houſe, copies of al 
ſuch papers. as, relate to any ſteps taken for the fulfilling 
that clauſe of an act, paſſed in the ſixteenth year of the 
reign, of his preſent Majefty, intituled, An act to pro- 
hibit all trade and intercourſe with the colonies of New 
Hampſhire, Maſſachuſet's Bay, Rhode Iſland, Connect. 
cut, New York, New Jertey, Penſylvania, the Three 
Lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Noth 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, during the con-WWiliſſo! 
tinuance of the .preient rebellion within the ſaid colon 
reſpectively; for repealing an act made in the fourteenu er 
2 of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, to diſcontinue te 


and merchandize, at the town and within the harbour off 
Boſton, in the province of Maſſachuſet's Bay,; and aloe < 
two acts made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, for reſtrain- 
ing the trade and commerce of the colonies in the ſaid act 
reſpectively mentioned; and to enable any perſon or pe: 
fons appointed and authoriſed by his Majeſty to grant par 
dons, to iſſue proclamations in the caſes and for the puts 
poſes. therein mentioned; by which, perſons. appointed and 


conditions, © to declare any colony or province, colonis ee 
1 : | "IS - «i 
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brovinces, or any county, town, port, diſtrict, or place, in 


colony or province, to be at the peace of his Majeſty 3 
| alſo that his Majeſty would be pleaſed to direct, that a 


urn of ſuch colony or province, colonies or provinces, 
inty, town, port, diſtri, or place, in any colony or 


vince, as has or have been declared to be at the King's 


ce (purſuant to the powers of the ſaid act) be laid be- 
> this Houſe.” 
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ord North. roſe in oppoſition to this motion; he ſaid he La. Nereb. 


ſt object to it from the reaſon that papers ptoduced during 
exiſtence of a negotiation, if any had taken place, muſt 
very injurious to the cauſe. He was ready and willing 


grant every reaſonable information in his power; but he 


ald not conſent that diſeoveries ſhould be made prejudicial 
government, and to the true intereſts of this country. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, he could not ſee what diſcovery Mr. Ser- 


ald be made in the leaſt injurious, None was called for jecant Adair. 


t the Americans did not know already. They muſt only 
witheld, he preſumed, becauſe they might prove injuri- 
to adminiſtration from being known to the Houle of 
nmons. | 


Nr. Stanley objected to the motion for ſeveral reaſons. Mr. Stanty. 


gotlations, he ſaid, to rebels in arms, muſt be made 
to the people at large, but to ſelect bodies, perhaps to 
viduals ; and the difcovery of ſuch bodies or men, might 
w upon them the vengeance of the others. But in truth, 
ſaid, he knew not that any negotiation had been entered 
d. With rebels in arms, ſtanding up for independence, 
treaty of conciliation could be made. The very propo- 
on acknowledged their independence. 


Mr. Burke. obſerved, that he never heard the noble lord Mr. Burke. 


ord North] behave with ſo much candour, generoſity, and 
it, as to-day ; he had agreed to every tittle of his friend's 


est; he had publiſhed a bond wherein he granted all; 


in the end was inſerted a little defeaſance, with a power 
revocation, by which he preſerved himſelf from the exe- 
tion of every grant he had made. His conduct, he ſaid, 


minded him of a certain governor, who, when he arrived 


his place of appointment, ſat down to a table covered 


h profuſion, and abounding with every dainty and deli- 


y that art, nature, and a provident ſteward could fur- 


h; but a pigmy phyſician, who watched over the health 


the governor, excepted to one diſh, becauſe it was diſ- 
ceable; to another, becauſe it was hard of digeſtion ; 
to 
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to a third, becauſe it was unhealthy ; and in this progreſſi 

mode, robbed the governor of every diſh on table, and i 

him without a dinner; alluding to Cervantes' humourous a 

count of Sancho Panza, in his government of Baratari 

He anſwered minutely-the arguments of Mr. Stanley, « 

poled the folly of the idea, that we muſt not negotiate wil 
the Americans until they had renounced their claim of inde 

pendance. Are they not, he obſerved, in poſſeſſion? An 
they not independent, de facto? They poſſeſs the whl 

country of America, What we have, we have gained b 

arms. If we have a government in America, it is found 

upon conqueſt, fince they ſet up their independence; and: 

they enjoy the right, de facto, and we alone de jure, we mul 

and ought to treat with them on the terms of a fœderal union. 

He inſtanced the ſuppoſition of a treaty with France. Th 

King of Britain enjoys the right de Jure to the kingdom © 
France; the French King enjoys it de facto; he is merch 
a Congreſs uſurper; and yet would it be argued, that n 
treaty of peace could take place with him until he had r. 
nounced his claim. He begged to have leave to conſide 
the effects that would ariſe from a renunciation of their inde- 
pendence. By renouncing their independence, they acknon: 
ledged their rebellion; by acknowledging their rebellion, they 
acknowledged their crime; by their crime they were de. 
prived of their rights and obnoxious to puniſhment. In ſuck 
caſe, no conciliation nor treaty could be made conſiſtent with 
the honour of the Britiſh name; ſo that terms of negotis. 
tion muſt be entered into during their independence. I 
ſaid, that the act on which Lord and Sir William Howe wer 
veſted with their commiſſions, propoſes two methods to bt 
proſecuted to bring about a peace; the one by force of arms 
and the other by terms of conciliation. It would be necel- 
ſary, he ſaid, to inquire if both theſe methods had been prac- 
tited; the firſt he was ſenſible, and all muſt know, had been 
indeed tried, but he was afraid the ſecond had not, elſe why 
were not New-York, Staten and Long-Iſlands, with any 
other territory we are in poſleſſion of, reftored to the King 
peace. Governor Tryon, he ſaid, had written to Genen 
Howe for the purpoſe of reſtoring New- Vork to the King 
peace. General Howe anſwered, that he could not do it 
without the concurrence of the ſecretary of ſtate, and there 
it ſtopped. This, he hoped, would be particularly enqiret 
into, He ſupported the propriety of his honourable friend's 
motion, on ſeveral other grounds equally able and pointes 
—» an 


1777. n 
d concluded with ſaying, that he hoped his friend would not 
part from a tittle of his propoſition. 


full extent. Thus indefinite, the Committee may enquire 
o every tranſaction of the commiſſioners, and from that 
eſtigation, every meaſure of the miniſtry, relating to the 
e end, would be laid open. At the ſame time he owned, 
his honourable friend had applied to him as a counſel for 
vice on the propriety of making ſuch motion, he certainly 
ould have objected to it, and that for this plain reaſon--- 
at ſuch motions now- a- days produce nothing but an an- 
er. He then reverted to the arguments of Mr. Stanley, in 
gard to the diſcovery of individuals by the expoſure of 
pers. He ſaw no danger that could attend ſuch expoſure. 
gotiation, what hurt could follow from the diſcovery of 
eir names? It is not to be ſuppoſed, that any unfair treaty 
s been entered into, for it is a ſelf-evident propoſition, that 


oduce no deciſive effort, He begged the Houſe to conſider 
e peculiar propriety of the preſent motion. The commiſ- 
dn to Lord and Sir William Howe, he ſaid, followed upon 


ouſe to examine the tranſactions that had followed their 
pointment. He concluded by obſerving, that he had riſen 
ſpeak on the ſubject, in hopes that a further debate might 
iſe upon it; and that the majority miglit not ſucceed, in 
eir elamour, for a concluſion. Conſcious of their ſuperio- 
y in point of number, they are not anxious for ſuperiority 
point of argument or right; but for once he hoped, that 
en argument and right would bear ſome ſway in a queſtion 
ſuch magnitude and importance. 


ration to give ſuch information at the preſent critical mo- 
ent; [when news came from the Lords, that the miniſters in 
e upper Houſe had agreed to the ſame motion, made by the 
puke of Richmond, This intelligence produced a great 


aching the Attorney-General, threw him into a little 


fence of adminiſtration] and ſaid, that jet miniſters do as 

Ky pleaſed in this or any other Houſe, he, as a member of 

5 Parliament 
1 


A.B. C. and D. have been engaged in a fair and equitable 


mpering with an individual in an indirect manner, could 


act originating in this Houſe z and it was the duty of this 


al of laughter amongſt the minority, and the whiſper 


fuſion; but having recovered from it, he quitted the 


79. 


Mr. Dunning ſaid, he highly approved the motion of his Mr. Dus- 
nourable friend, and he hoped that he would perſiſt in it to ning. 


The Attorney-General replied ro Mr. Dunning, and was Mr. Thur- 
ntending againſt the ill policy which it would be in admini- . 
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Parliament, never would give his vote for making public i 
circumſtances of a negotiation during its progreſs. | Hoy 
ever this did not ſtifle the laugh, which continued for for 

time. N 
Mr. 7. M2 7. Townſhend anſwered the Attorney-General ; an 
Fownſrend: ſaid, that the Hrit negotiation had proved ineffectual, by 
had not ſaid for what reaſon it had failed; indeed Goven 
ment had poorly excuſed the failure, by ſaying the Amer 
cans had ſet up for independence, and would not depar 
from that claim, and for that reaſon the negotiation failed 
The Congreſs, on the other hand, declare, that it broke of 
becauſe commiſhoners could not, or would not ſhew the 
powers and commiſſion. If the reaſon on our fide be tru 
what reprehenſion doth not adminiſtration merit, for not ſen 
ing forth their commiſſioners before the claims of indepet 
dence were ſet up? He averred it as a fact, the Houſe knoy 
it, and the miniſtry dare not deny it, that the commiſlionen 
were not ſent out till fix months after paſſing the act. Thu 
criminal or wilful negligence gave riſe to the claim of ind 
pendence ; that alone rouſed them to a ſenſe of their ſitu 
tion, and the danger that hung upon them. He ſaid, he wa 
more ſurpriſed at an anecdote, that inſtant brought into the 
Houſe, than ever he had been at all the former inſtances « 
miniſterial abſurdity. We are told here, that the pape he 
cannot be laid before the Houſe, becauſe the diſcovery mij 
be hurtful to adminiſtration; they may contain circun 
ſtances inconvenient to be known, injurious, and perhaps fi- 
tal to the ſtate. ach was the language of the noble Lord 
and yet, mark the conſequence, the motion had paſſed in ti 
upper Houſe. The papers, and a full diſcloſure of every: 
hurtful, inconvenient, injurious, and perhaps fatal circun- 
ſtance, is to be laid before the Houſe of Lords. Is this: 
language proper for this Houſe ? Is this a treatment that tie 
repreſentatives of freemen can bear? We are not to be truſted o 
we muſt not know ſecrets; our ſuperiors indeed may ſearct 
into the ſtate of the nation, but we are too dangerous or tov 
inſignificant to be truſted. I will not make further comment 
on this affair; it is one of thoſe. glaring abuſes which ſtrike! 

to the heart without elucidation. | 
Ld. Nerth. Lord North aroſe and aſſured the Houſe, that, notwitlh- 
ſtanding what had happened in another place, he was till of 
opinion that the motion, as it then ſtood, was of an extent 
which neither wiſdom nor ſound policy could agree with. 
There was one paper in particular which he thought highly 
impropei 
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Wnproper to be made public, viz. the inſtructions to Jord and 
Seneral Howe. It was dangerous and unprecedented to give 
ch papers to the public pending a negotiation, Had the 
notion been in a more narrow compaſs, and related only to 
e ſteps taken in conſequence of their power, he would have 
eadily joined with the honourable gentleman who made it. 
the motion was carried in another place, he preſumed it 
ight be with ſuch qualification; at all events he had one 
onſolation; gentlemen would be convinced at leaſt, that it 
as not from any motives of perſonal fear or conſcious cul- 
ability, that the King's miniſters had defiredto withold the 
formation moved for. He grew warm: he ſaid, whatever 
ﬀe& the anecdote brought into the Houſe might have on the 
ouſe at large, he ſhould, for his own part, adhere to his 
ormer opinion, He ſaid, he thought it extremely diſorderly 
o mention what paſſed in another Houſe, in order to influ- 
nce the determinations of this. What the other Houſe had 
one, or might grant, was nothing to that. The Houſe of 
ommons were not to be guided in their deliberations by any 
xtrinſic conſideration whatever. They never had, nor he 
uſted never would, They were an independent body, and 
Wc hoped they would not change their ſentiments, merely on 
ee account of an unauthenticated anecdote, The King's 
ervants in the other Houſe were moſt certainly intruſted 
1th the ſecrets of adminiſtration : they were conſequently 
ompetent judges for themſelves, what ought, and what ought 
ot to be diſcloſed; but for his own part he ſtill adhered to 
is former opinion, that no part of a negotiation ought to be 
ade public, till it was finally concluded, or broke off. 
Mr. 7. Town/hend contended, he was not diſorderly ; that 
othing was more uſual, than to take notice of what paſſed in 
he other Houſe ; that a knowledge of each others delibera- 
lons and 23 ſentiments was the prime motive for relax- 
g the reſpective ſtanding orders of each Houſe; and open- 
hg their doors to each other; and that as to the caſe imme- 


ance, which happened but a few days before in the other 
ouſe; when a motion being made for papers by a noble 
Duke [Duke of Richmond! it was objected to by a noble 
arl in office Earl of Su olk] but when the noble Duke 
plied, that a fimilar motion had been agreed to in the other 
ouſe, the noble Lord withdrew his oppoſition, and in- 
antly acquieſced. _ 


Vor. VIII. M = Mr. 


Mr . T. 
T ownſbends 


ately before them, he ſhould mention a particular cireum- . 
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Mr Den- Mr. Dunning took merit to himſelf, he ſaid, from bein 
ning · the cauſe of continuing the debate, ſince it had introduced an 
anecdote of the utmoſt conſequence, and which he hoped 
would penetrate to the heart of eyery member in the Houle; 
he was ſorry, he faid, that the learned gentleman who 
{poke before him affected to be ignorant of the terms mino- 
rity and majority; he was certain, if he pleaſed, he could 
give a very clear definition of them, for he was occaſionally 
an adherent of both. He did not think, however, that 
the noble Lord would be in a minority, unleſs he had 
ven inſtructions to ſome of his adherents to leave hin, 
Here the Speaker called him to order] when he declared, 
he had broke no-point of order, and thought himſelf juſtified 
in proceeding, That the noble Lord would be of a majo: 
rity he was convinced, and therefore he could wiſh to ad. 
dreſs himſelf to the members who would compoſe that majo- 
rity. He. begged them to confider the manner in which they 
were treated; they were held unworthy -to be truſted with a 
ſecret ; they were told it would be fatal to truſt them; an 
yet this mighty ſecret was thrown upon a board in another 
place, that every news-paper reader in London might bf 
truſted with it, He begged them to reflect on the important 
ſituation which they held their reſponſibility to a body d 
free and independent repreſentatives, and the regard due tg 
their own honours as men and members of a Britiſh Parli- 
ment. He was pointing out the inconſiſtency of the Houl: 
firſt aſking for information, and then refuſing to grant itt 
themſelves, When. EP = 7 
Sir Fliecher Mr. Speaker ſaid, he truſted the Houſe would give him cre- 
dit, when he aſſured the learned gentleman, whom he took 
the liberty now to interrupt, that nothing partial or perſoni 
was meant. He found it to be neceſſary; C knew eit to bY 
his duty. It was the cuſtom of that Houſe, to adhere to on- 
certain rule The rule was, that no perſon ſhould twice 
riſe to ſpeak to the ſame queſtion, unleſs to explain: that 
rule was departed from, in the preſent inſtance, by hi 
learned friend, having been up before. He therefore hoped, 
while he acted fair and impartial in the diſcharge of his duty, 
he would have the ſupport of the Houſe ; if got, they mul 
take the conſequences, | EW : Lo: | 
Mr. Dun Mr. Dunning exculpated the chair from any deſigned par: 
K- tiality, He could not, however, avoid taking notice, thi 
the ſame irregularity was permitted to be practiſed by gentle 
men on the other fide of the Houſe. Nevertheleſs, if the rut 
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Das ſtrictly. enforced, he would be content; if not, he 
joked upon himſelf equally intitled to indulgence with any 
ther member. | 1 
. adyerted in a ludicrous manner to the Gov. Job a- 
rtificial paſſion into which the noble Lord had worked him-#* 
If up; he apologized for him, by obſerying, that it was no- 
ing wonderful to ſee a miniſter very angry indeed, at being 
ft in ſo awkward a fituation, He ſaid, the war had been 
led the war of Parliament; it was made in aſſertion of the 
retended rights of Parliament; it was begun, carried on, and 
" SW pported by Parliament, and muſt be ended by them alone. 


2 here the war originated, there peace ſhould originate---1n 
. hat Houſe ; the propoſitions of peace muſt come from them, 


n 2 there never would be a peace at all. The reſtraining acts 
ruft be firſt aboliſhed ; thoſe unjuſt and impolitic acts, 
yhich, by condemning the innocent equally with the guilty, 


vacde it the intereſt of our friends to league with our ene- 
4 Pries; and, as a neceſſary conſequence, did actually produce 


that very independence which now ſeemed to ſtand ſo much in 
he way of our negotiators, He ſaid, the Congreſs was in 
reneral compoſed of gentlemen as liberal and refpectable as 
he members then fitting with him; there were indeed about | 
our or five factious ſpirits amongſt them, who have been 
"WE nabled to carry their views to the height they have done, by 
o other means than the violent obſtinacy — 1mpolitic mea- 
ſures of miniſtry. If we had not endeavoured to retrench 
Their liberty, they never could have attained---they never 
ould have ſought, independence. He took notice of the 
flouriſhing ſtate to which America had attained in a very few... 
years before our invaſion of her hberties, and imputed that 
improvement to the freedom of her laws which Great Britain 
ad given her---an epitome of our own government, This 
vas a ſecret which England firſt diſcovered, of rendering her 
government in the extremities of her wide empire as compact 
and ſtrong as that of other free nations had been weak and 
ineffectual- their coloniſts were ſlaves; Britain had made 
ers free as herſelf! In ſupport of this argument he inſtanced 
the continued wars, tumults, outrages, and weakneſs of our 
E governments in the Eaſt-Indies---becauſe there is no free- 
dom there---they are governed in Leadenhall-ſtreet. He 
thought it neceſſary, on account of the very diſtracted ſtate of 
our affairs in that country, to give notice, that he would, on 
ſome future day, move the Houſe to go into a committee on 
che affairs of the Eaſt-India Company. 
M 2 Colonel 


1 


cel Bae. Colonel Barre ſhewed ſome humour upon the embarrafl. 


. 


compliment, the knowledge which his Lordſhip ſeemed to have 


generous fire, with truth and reaſon on their ſides, are often 
unfortunately in a minority. The miniſter deſerved from 
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ment of the noble Lord. It was enough to make any pre. 
mier not only angry, but mad, to ſee himſelf reduced to ſuch 
a dilemma---cither to vote that what was proper to be com- 
municated to the Lords, was not fit for the ear of the Com: 
mons- or to intreat his friends, who have hitherto carried 
him through every oppoſition, to leave him on this occaſion 


in an awkward minority. He wiſhed to know with what . 
grace his r could ftand up in that Houſe, and ſay; Mu 
tc the Houſe of Lords, and, through them, all the nation Wo: 
ſhall know theſe things; but wiſdom and ſound policy com- Wn 
me to keep them a ſecret from the Houſe of Commons,” u. 
lr the noble Lord were of that ſentiment, he adviſed him oe. 
carry his patriotiſm ſtill further, and impeach thoſe miniſters, Wn 
who, contrary to wiſdom and ſound policy, had dared to be- Nu 
tray the King's ſecrets in the Houſe of Lords. If his Lord- Wet! 
ſhip would take this ſtep, the Colonel was ready to join him, Wt 
and recommended him for further ſupport to a member then ! 
fitting near him | the Solicitor-General] who, when he uſed Nu 
to divide with minorities, expreſſed a fondneſs for impeach- Nu 
ments, [alluding to his promiſed impeachment of Lord Hillf- 
borough, for his official conduct, as ſecretary of ſtate for the Wi © 
colonies ;] and now that he was likely to be again in a mi- Wert 
nority, might probably feel a return of the ſame incli- Wi & 
nation. 5 th 
To grant a motion for papers to be laid before one Houle, be 
and refuſe it to another, was ſuch an indignity, as he hoped th. 
the Britiſh Houſe of Commons would not ſubmit to. n 
the giving them to one was, in fact, giving them to both. .. 
No argument could be offered to reconcile to common ſenſe di 
the rejection of the motion then on the table, except the mi- Wire. 
niſter would venture to ſay, that their lordſhips, in another Nui 
place, are too much above attending to the affairs of the na- Ne 


tion; and that papers on their table may lie unnoticed, 
which, in the lower Houſe, would meet a very warm dil 
cuſſion. If chat was the miniſter's idea, he took, as a fortof 


of the trim of that Houſe, His Lordſhip's warmth in his 
preſent novelty of ſituation, might teach him to make allow. 
ance for the heat of thoſe gentlemen, who, glowing with a 


them a ſimilar indulgence, when he accidentally found him- 
felt in a minority---a cabinet minority! He concluded 
hh | WIth 


** 


1. e 


” 


th congratulations to his Lordſhip on his preſent happy 

ation. | 

he Solicitor-General ſpoke againſt the indefinite latitude Mr. ek 
the motion: he contended, that the expreſſions uſed in the ure. 
hate of © granting or refuſing” information, did not apply 
adminiſtration, but to the Houſe's granting or refuſing the 
poſitions which might come from any of its members in- 
idually; therefore the words carried no inſult to the 
uſe ; neither was it any indignity to the members, that 
ormation ſhould be refuſed to one Houſe which had been 
znted to another---if the Houſe defired it-- it could not be 

aſed. The queſtion then was, whether the Houſe ſhould 5 
Ive it proper to grant or refuſe what was deſired by ſome of 
members. Gentlemen, who thought it a ſlight on that 
puſe to conteſt the motion an inſtant after it was carried in 
ther place, ſhould recollect, that whilſt they ſeem to ſup- 
t their dignity, they are abſolutely trampling upon it; 

he wondered any gentleman would venture to ſay, in that 
buſe---*© the Houſe of Lords have determined to do this, 
therefore we muſt do it alſo.” | | 
Mr. Fox, in ſupport of his own motion, obſerved, that Mr. Fax, 
only argument which had been offered againſt it, was now | 
rturned by the vote of the Lords----the danger of betray- 
ſecrets. Thoſe ſecrets were laid open by the reſolution 
the upper Houſe ; it was therefore no longer an argument 


le, Nbe refuted, He would not recede from the literal extent 
ed the motion. The inſtructions to our commiſſioners, which 
5 noble Lord wanted to conceal, were a principal object to 


He was told of a pending negotiation; it was already 
ding for two years, and if it was to continue for twenty 
re, the ſame reaſon would hold good till then, againſt an 
quiry into them, and the reaſons why they have not ſuc- 
ded, As yet no viſible good effect has been experienced 


ed, the granting them, except the income of one hundred 
i, nds a week to each of the commiſſioners. Lord North 
of WW, he had mentioned that thoſe inſtructions had been 
we ved for before, and refuſed for the ſame reaſon now ad- 
his ed. It was not right to diſcloſe them at that time. Is 


n that never to be granted, which has been once refuſed? 
e glorious right of being ignorant of public affairs never 
given up? Are we to tell our conſtituents, we are 
tit to be truſted with the knowledge of public tranſactions? 
ſe are only to be communicated to the Houſe of Lords! 
ay be told (ſaid he) we are contending for a very trifling 
| matter, 
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matter, and when all the ſteps taken towards a pacificati 
are laid before us, they will amount to nothing: their eff 
will of courſe be nothing. Yet I will contend, that thoſe u 
nothings will amount to ſomething, You know, 
Speaker, that in your profeſſion there is a form of return 
a writ nihil, or nothing; yet, Sir, you well know, that an 
turn of two :h:/s amount to a ſcire factas, which is a pon 
ful ſomething. Now the ſomething that would be produd 
by the two nihils, which may be returned to us upon the pn 
ſent enquiry, will be a conviction to the nation, as well 
to this Hole, of the incapacity or abſolute diſinclination 
adminiſtration to put an end to the diſtractions with whi 
this empire is torn; and enable us to apply an effeQualy 
medy to thoſe diforders, before the folly, madneſs, or wi 
kedneſs of miniſters ſhall have brought us to a ſtate of in 
trieveable ruin. By ſhewing us the cauſes why paſt nega 
ations have failed, it will perhaps point out a new ay 
1 which may be free from thoſe difficultiest 

ave cauſed our paſt miſcarriages. Convinced perhaps oft 
inefficacy of violent remedies, we may learn, though late, 

reſcribe lenitives. For two years that a certain noble Ii 
Las preſided over American affairs, the moſt violent, ſc 
ing, tomahawk meaſures have bcen purſued :—blecding] 
been his only preſcription. If a people deprived of their 
tient rights are grown tumultuous--- bleed them !---1f tif 
are attacked with a ſpirit of inſurre&ion---bleed them !- 
their fever ſhould riſe into rebellion---bleed them, cries t 
ſtate- phyſician! more blood! more blood! ſtill more blo 
When Dr. Sangrado (ſaid he) had perſevered in a fin; 
practice of bleeding his patients, ---killing by the very man 
which he uſed for a cure---his man took the liberty to Write, 
monſtrate upon the neceffity of relaxing in a practice 
which thouſands of their patients had fallen ſacrifices, pos 
which was beginning to bring their names into diſtepihpers 
The doctor anſwered, I believe we have indeed carriedl ders 
matter a little too far, but you muſt know I have writ 
book upon the efficacy of this practice, therefore, Wyo: 
every patient we have ſhould die by it, we muſt contin ce. 
bleeding for the credit of my hook.---He aſked the port 
Lord, who had often held Waſhington and his arm) vern 
cheap, what idea he entertained of their courage and i TI 
ſince he read the accounts arrived that day? 8 

He ſaid, a few days ago he dropped a ſuſpicion of i 
divifion in adminiſtration, conceived from a circumſtan® 


10 
4 re 
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r then contradifted him, and talked largely of their una- 
ty; but now his words were verified, trom the different 
iment of miniſters in the upper and thoſe in the lower 


mühe: and hence he was warranted, he thought, in drawing 
; condluſion---that he, whoſe ſentiments ſeemed moſt rea- 


we ble, was the moſt inconfiſtent in his condut, The noble 
rd at the head of the treaſury always profeſſed a diſpoſi- 

for peace ; yet would not give any proofs that he had 
en a ſingle ſtep towards obtaining it---but the miniſter in 
Whther houſe had ever declared, that it was his opinion no- 
1 feuer to be done by us towards a pacification; he there 


ny of his conſiſtency, would ſhew that nothing had been 
ie, He concluded with a ſuggeſtion to ſuch members as 


ugh they ſupported adminiſtration; - telling them, if they 
dot on this occaſion Rand up for the dignity of the Houſe 
y could never after wipe away the imputation of being 
re puppets to the myniſter, without one principle of reaſon, 
de or honour |! | 


has let any opportunity of ſpeaking paſs, when the ſub-, 
of peace or conciliation came upon the tapis; and as he 
t devoutly wiſhed to ſee peace between this country and 
nerica, he did preſume to offer himſelf to the Houſe, He 
he had ſomething which he conceived to be of the laſt 
portance ta communicate to the Houſe, to this very point: 
lad, he did not care whether the papers. aſked far were 
nted by the Houſe or not: not that he would ſtand in the 


poſed to confeſs themiclves unworthy of having theſe 
pers communicated to them; but really, as he thought the 
pers aſked for, from the commiſſion, down to the loweſt 
woht, were of ſo little conſequence, that he thought them 
Hg Sa the Houſe, ſo far as reſpected the ſubject of 
ce. That even the act of Parliament itſelf was of no 
port to that point; for, under the powers of this act, the 
vernment of this country could not treat with the Ameri- 
Ps but as ſubjects. In this view of it, queſtions have been 
ied, Had Lord Howe powers to treat? or did the Ameri- 
{refuſe to treat? Lord Howe, he faid, could have no 

9 * WIE ME 3 - ren : » f E ; ;  powerg 


ag the King's ſpeech at the houſe of a certain nohle Lord, 
ac day before it was delivered in Parliament, The pre- 


ewed no objection to produce papers, which, in teſti- 


ed ſometimes of being independent in their principles, 


criptiog made by a learned gentleman, of thoſe who were 


97 


Governor Poꝛunall ſaid, he had no intention of mixing in Governor 
h the debate of this day, nor of ſpeaking; but as he ne- **924% 
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powers to treat with them on the ground which they inf 
to take; and they refuſed to treat on any other grow 
They did not only refuſe it then, but five months after, Af 
General Howe had finiſhed his campaign of 1776, the Cn 

Teſs came to reſolutions to inſtru& their commiſſioner 
the ſeveral courts in Europe, to aſſure thoſe courts, that ng 
withſtanding the artful and inſidious endeavours of t 
court of Great Britain, to repreſent the Congreſs and inhah 
tants of the United States, as having a diſpoſition again | 
fubmit to the ſovereignty of the crown of Great Britain, 
is their determination at all events, to maintain their in 
. He then produced a copy of the reſolve, dat 

c. 30, 1776, and read it to the purport above. Here, fi 
he, what terms will the gentlemen in government, on thi 
Ade the Houſe, offer? What terms will the gentlemen 
the other fide the Houſe deſire to meet theſe proy 
fitions ? Will they alſo make this artful and inſidious 1 
preſentation of the diſpoſition of the Americans? I k 
ſaid he, that what I have ſaid, and what J ſhall fay fu 
ther, will diſpleaſe gentlemen on both fides ; but I ha 
no menagements to keep, either with individuals-or parties 
men: I have none to oblige; I have none to fear. On d 
caſions like this J ſhall look not to men, but to thing 
and in that line ſhall inform the Houſe, and perhaps tl 
nation, for I do not ſee that they have yet learnt it, of 
very ſerious truth. That the Houſe may not think tht 
am hazarding opinions, and talking at random, I will bezt 
remind them, that nine years ago, in the years 1768 a 

1769, when you were beginning the quarrel that has broup 
on this horrid and deſtructive war, I did explain to the Houl 
not in general words, but by a particular detail, the ſtate a 
cireumſtances of America, and its inhabitants; and fri 
| thencedeſcribed the iſſue of this buſineſs literally and preciſe 
as it has turned out in every event to this great and inter 
ing one. There was nobody, at that time, knew fo mi 
of that matter as myſelf; and I thought it my duty at i 
time; I ſpoke out, without menagement or reſerve, 
Houſe did not care to believe it, and were leſs willing to ha 
it; I was not well heard, yet it was true; it has proved til 
in every iota, When, upon your ſending troops to Boſtd 
the Americans were driven to war, I firſt informed W 
Houſe, and I believe government alſo, that the Ameri 
were not unprepared to meet any event; that they had for 
ſeen what muſf come, and were prepared both in civil! 
; wel 
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ell as military arrangements, to conduct their own affairs, 
ad to reſiſt your meaſures. I then informed the Houſe of 
he very conſtitution by which they now act, under the 


ned and modelled an army; the Houſe did not care to un- 
jerſtand, though they did not diſbelieve this. | 

I now tell this Houſe and government, that the Americans 
ever will return again to their ſubjection to the government 
f this country. If the paper which I have juſt read be not 
ufficient proof, I may, perhaps, on ſome future occaſion, 
xplain ſomething of {till more importance. But this muſt 
e conviction to any perſon, who underſtands the courſe of 
ffairs. A people, whoſe affairs are interwoven and ſo con- 
ected as the affairs of the Americans are with ſeveral Euro- 
can ſtates, pledging themſelves to thoſe ſtates in this ſolemn 
manner, are engaged beyond all poſſibility of retreat. On 
is ground, as well as from the conviction of many other 
natters which my mind poſſeſſes, but which the preſent is 
zot the proper time to explain them in, I now take upon me 
o aſſert directly, and in terms, that your ſovereignty over 
\merica is aboliſhed and gone for ever. I could ſay the ſame 
your navigation act; but I will not enter upon that ſub- 
ct, particularly on this occaſion. The Houſe ſeems un- 
rilling to be told this. I will only repeat what I faid on a 
ke occaſion, and upon a like temper of the Houſe---if the 
Houſe is not diſpoſed to believe this, if the Houſe is unwil- 
ing to hear it, they will remember that they have been told 
t; that they have been forewarned of it; and I repeat as a 
ruth in actual event, the ſovereignty of this country over 
america 1s aboliſhed and gone for ever; that the navigation 
ct is annihilated, | 
Of what uſe then are theſe papers, commiſſions, inſtruc- 
ons, or any other papers formed under an act of Parlia- 
nent, a ſuppoſes that ſovereignty to exiſt? of what uſe 
r power is any act of Parliament reſpecting that country? 
f what import are our debates on this ſubje&? It may be 
natter of amuſement for different ſides of the Houſe, to con- 
nue endleſs and fruitleſs diſputes, and abuſe one another on 
his ſubject; but it is of no import to the Americans; it is 
f no real import to the point of buſineſs in this preſſing eri- 
s. Until you ſhall be convinced that you are no longer 
Wereigns over America, but that the United States are an 
dependent, ſovereign people- until you are prepared to 
eat with them as ſuch; it is of no conſequence at all, what 
Vor. VIII. N. 


ongreis. I then informed the Houſe of their having plan- 


ſchemes: 


0 * 
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ſchemes. or plans of conciliation this fide. the Houſe, or tha 
may adopt. I have at this time told you the fact, which | 
have juſt now declared, in order that ye may no longer amuſ 
and abuſe yourſelves with impracticable ideas. And as of thi 
fovereignty, ſo I ſay of the navigation act. You: muſt 1 
longer expect to reaſon, or act, as though that ſtill exifted, u 
would be any longer permitted to have effect. The Amer. 
cans have repealed it, and it is annihilated with the powers d 
Europe. Thoſe perſons who hear me, may remember 
that at the beginning of this buſineſs, I told them, that the 
Houſe of Bourbon only wanted an occaſion to diſpute tht 
ground of our act of navigation, and that they would inſen 
themſelves in this buſineſs (if they had no other views) t 
this very point. We have given them the very occaſion, ail 
have they not inſerted themſelves in the buſineſs ?---If ya 
were at this moment in treaty with America on that point, i 
is not in her power to grant you terms conſonant to that ad; 
they could meet you only on ſuch terms as are not contrar 
to, and incongruous with, their engagements with Franct, 
Deſirous as they were of a commercial treaty with Spain 
«© they could not propoſe any terms to his Catholic Majeſt), 
but ſuch as were not inconſiſtent with theirengagements wit 
France, or diſagreeable to his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty.” h 
the very ſame predicament. muft they meet you wheneve 
they come to treat with you. To fpeak preciſely, the 
have not as yet any actual, definitive treaty with France, bu 
the two powers are under ſtipulations and convention, i 
which they perfectly underſtand each other. All the treaty 
that this country can ever expect with America, is foedera, 
and that perhaps only commercial. In ſuch treaty perhap 
you may obtain favourable terms; but excluſive terms d 
trade you muſt never more expect. They are determined v 
maintain their independence at all events. The Dutch, i 
their diftreſs, hawked about the offer of the ſovereignty d 
their country. They offered it to the Duke of Anjou; the 
offered it to Henry the third of France; they offered it Me 
Elizabeth of England; but the Americans will never orc 
that of their country to any power on earth. They have! 
quite different meaſure in reſerve; which perhaps I may 
ſome future occaſion explain. They are determined at i 
events to be independent; and they will he ſo. All tir 
that remains for us, if we mean to confider and adopt whith 
really practicable, is to take ſuch ground as is actually leſt l 
us. Let us appoint a committee to take into conſiderations 
| 2 all 
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d reviſe all our laws reſpecting the government, revenues, 
d trade of America, and of our commerce in Europe. And 
t us, on ſuch reviſion, adapt our laws to our actual, not our 
aginary ſtate, I was once called upon by a noble Lord, 
ho is, I am ſure, as uniform in his wiſhes for peace, as he 
in his ſpirit for conducting the war, to propoſe ſuch a com- 
ittee two or three years ago. I with it had then been come 
to. I will now, in my turn, call upon that noble Lord. 
his, in my opinion, is the only thing we have ſeft to do, or 
n do. As to the papers called for, they are of no more 
nſequence than ſo much waſte paper. Nothing can have 
en done, 3 ever will be done in that line; ſo I care 
dt whether the Houſe grants the motion or not. 

Lord George Germaine, in anſwer to Mr. Fox's queſtion, 14. — 
lating to American courage, declared, that he had never Germaine. 
d in that Houſe, or any where elſe, that the Americans 
ere a daſtardly or a cowardly enemy. He had indeed ever 
ſerted, that with equal force General Waſhington could not 
and before the Britiſh troops, who were at this day perhaps 
e braveſt in the world, and had in the preſent war per- 
rmed ſervices unequalled 1n the hiſtory of empires. This 
as his belief, and the news then juſt received had given him 
d reaſon to alter his opinion. General Waſhington's force 
as fifteen thouſand, not ſpeaking of the militia ; General 
owe's numbers were but thirteen thouſand rank and file; 
t he defeated the continental troops. He was ſorry to ſay, 
at however favourable the accounts juſt received might be, 
thing deciſive had happened. General Howe had been 
Qorious in two general engagements ; the firſt in his march - 
Philadelphia, which was taken poſſeſſion of by the King's 
oops on the 25th of September; the laſt, when the rebels 
tacked our camp, and were repulſed with great loſs. He 
ſtowed the higheſt encomiums on the abilities of the gene- 
s, and the bravery of the troops; and particularly on the 
ant behaviour of Sir Harry Clinton, in an expedition up 
e North River, in which ſervices had been performed 
arcely entitled to credit, if they had not been authenticated 
yond a poſſibility of doubt. The only check the troops 
d received, he ſaid, was in the attack of a fort near Phila- 
iphia, on the banks of the river Delaware, which unfortu- 
ttely miſcarried ; but even in that affair, nothing was to be 
puted to miſconduR, or want of bravery ; but was merely 
© effect of thoſe accidents to which the beſt planned opera- 
ns are liable, As to the object of the queſtion before the 
11 4 Houte, 
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enquiring what had been done under thoſe powers, and q 


for enterin 


Political connection whatever with them, than ftoop to tit 
humiliating condition of ſubmittingto what terms they mige 


reſpecting the ultimate views of the colonies, ---He belicva_hſ<m 


were willing to relinquiſh the ſovereignty of America, he I 


was his duty; if, on the other hand, Parliament faw the nt 
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Houſe, he always underſtood, that no part of a negotiati 
ought to be diſcloſed while it was depending.---If the poxei 
which the act of Parliament of the 16th of his preſent 
jeſty, for appointing commiſſioners to treat with our ſubjch 
in America, were inadequate, that might be a good reaſon fi 
plying to Parliament for more extenſive ones. Nothing d 
the kind had been ſo much as hinted, by thoſe who had ben 
intruſted with the execution, On the contrary, the Cong 
reſiſted all ſteps towards conciliation at the very threſhold: 
they refuſed to treat upon any other terms but being acknoy 
ledged an independent aſſembly, the full repreſentative of th 
ſeveral independent ſtates who appointed them. Vario 
opinions had been given from different ſides of the Houſe... 
The honourable gentleman, who ſpoke laſt, was of opinio 
that America would not treat, unleſs we acknowledge hert 
independent; that we were unequal to reduce her by forced 
arms to obedience; and, that the moſt we could now exp 
was to enter into a faederal alliance with her upon comme 
cial principles, and a proſpect of advantages in the way 
trade, As to the praQticability of reducing our rebellio 
ſubjeQs in America by force of arms, great as our reſoureſ 
powerful as our flects and armies, and brave and able as . 
were, he began to deſpair of ſucceſs if they ſhould contimi on 
united; but ſtill, for his part, he ſhould think himſeh 
highly criminal, if he adviſed, or co-operated in any meaſum 
g into a fœderal union with rebels. If they cod un 
not be brought back to a ſtate of conſtitutional obedieno ens 
he ſhould for his part be much better pleaſed to break off 1 


think proper to grant.---'Though he differed from the he 
nourable gentleman as to the propoſition of a fœderal coll 
mercial union, he heartily acquieſced in his ſentimetl 


they were the ſame from the beginning ; that they aimed 
independence; and that nothing ſhort of that would contel 


them. On that ground, therefore, he ſtood, if Parliamtl 
no more to ſay; he would chearfully acquieſce, becauſe! 


ceſſity of proſecuting the war upon the mere principle 
ſelf-defence, it would follow, that the moſt decifive exertic bd x 
ſhould be made; for he was certain, nothing ſhort of the 

trad de! | 1 


Hin FO DATES 
zuld anſwer any effe&ual purpoſe.---For if the war was let 


hauſted. Campaign after campaign, battle after battle, 
puld neyer anſwer, and might in another view be attended 
th great danger. America was almoſt ruined, and was 
ffering under every ſpecies of human miſery, The idea of 
total and permanent ſeparation from this country might 
obably detach numbers from what they deemed a juſt 
uſe, while a ſecurity of their rights, and a modification of 
ir claims, was what alone they imagined their leaders had in 
ew. If therefore means could be deviſed to prevent the 
ret aſſiſtance they received from ſome of the powers of 


mpelled to return to their Fakes honeurable gentle- 
in, who ſpoke laſt but one [ Mr. Fox] had repreſented him 
delighting in blood: he begged leave to aſſure him, he was 
tirely miftaken ; he always abhorred the effuſion of blood, 
uld it have been poſſibly avoided. He was equally miſta- 
Men relative to his imputed ideas about unconditional ſub- 
ion. No man was ever more ready to give way, even to 
e prejudices of America than he, but he could never learn, 
dw it was poſfible to treat with ſubjects in arms, till they 
knowledged the relation, which could be the only founda- 
on of treaty 3 namely, that they were ſubjects. This was 
is decided opinion before he came into office; he had been 
niform in his language. Since he was called into the King's 


ons to the contrary may have been thrown out, he could 
irly fay, that whenever he had been conſulted by his ſove- 
ign, he had always adviſed him like an honeſt man.---He 
goed pardon of the Houſe for detaining it fo long. He 
ould not have ſaid ſo much, if he had not been heated and 
r his guard on account of all the odium which had been at- 
mpted to be heaped on him, The honourable gentleman 
med to throw all the blame of every miſcarriage on him; 
d ſaid, that every one meaſure undertaken by him had 
tei ed in his hands. It might or might not be fo ; but all he 
ned to ſay in his juſtification was, that he acted intentionally 
git; and that if his information had proved true, they 
duſt have been attended with ſucceſs. He was prepared and 
ling, that his whole conduct ſhould undergo the moſt ſe- 
re and rigid enquiry, as he was conſcious of its rectitude; 
dd was certain, it was perfectly juſtifiable, according to the 

: | | 525 e information 


linger, the ſtrength and reſources of the nation would be 


urope, he ſtill retained an expectation, that they might he 


dunſels, he never varied; and whatever charges or inſinua- 


9; 
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General 


Conway. 


taſk. The noble Lord does not tay, they are not united 
yet his Lordſhip, according to his own argument, is for pn 


Mr. Henry 
Dundas. 
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information he received, which, in many particulars, he h 
ſince great reaſon to believe was wrong. | 

General Conway replied to the laſt noble Lord, and mie 
many pointed remarks on the incongruity of ſeveral parts, 
his ſpeech. He obſerved, that the noble Lord ſaid, if th 
colomes ſhould continue united, the ſtrength, proweſs, a 
reſources of this country, however great, were unequal to th 


ſecuting the war without the leaſt proſpect of ſucceſs. V 


then ſpill the blood, and waſte the treaſures of this county 
to no effect? America cannot be conquered ; if it were, th 
noble Lord confeſſes, it would not be worth retaining by ford 
of arms, but neverthelets, he recommends a continuance 
the war.---He then declared, whatever other gentlemen a 
either ſide of the Houſe might think, he believed, if Pata ar 
ment would once adopt pacific meatures, matters might | 
yet amicably ſettled, upon a clear, permanent, conſtitution 
footing ; we might recover the monopoly of the Amer tr 
trade, which was all we ever had a right to expect; and be 
come once more, a happy, united, and powerful people. | 
was true, as adminiſtration had done from the beginning 
they might firſt predict, and then verify their predictions 
It was probable, if they much longer perſiſted in meaſures ¶ In 
blood, devaſtation and carnage, that America would ner 
treat with, or acknowledge any political relation whateyer 
but that no more proved, that they would not now, tha 
every other prediction of theirs, which afterwards by thahner 
conduct came to be fulfilled. On the whole, if ſome propos 
fition was not ſhortly made, on our part, he expected nothing} 
elſe; and ſhould not be ſurpriſed, if the people of Ameri 
ever after refuſed to hear of accommodation; becauſe were i 
equally circumſtanced, he ſhould act preciſely in the ann 
manner. He concluded by affirming, that all the enge 
which have ſince happened, aroſe from the act impoweril | 
commiſſioners to treat; the defectiveneſs of the inſtructia lac 
under that act; and the delay and negle&, in not ſending u 
out the commiſſioner in time. 
The Lord- Advocate of Scotland ſaid nothing new on er! 
ſubject. He declaimed vehemently againft the propriety © 
the motion; and inſiſted to bring America to ' reaſon, * 
muſt make her feel our power. He ſaid, he was not in W 
laſt Parliament, and could not conſequently judge, how ff 
either party were wrong in the beginning; but fince he 


the honour of a ſeat in that Houſe, he had acted uniform! 


\ 


he beſt of his judgment, free from partiality or predilec- 
; and that if the ſame ſcene was to preſent itſelf again, 
ever gave a ſingle vote that he would not chearfully re- 
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he queſtion was put, and the Houfe divided, Ayes 178, 
es 89. | 
, December 3. 

his day the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of 
ply, to conſider of the army eſtimates. | | 
As ſoon as Sir Charles Whitworth took the chair of the 
mmittee, Lord Barrington roſe and moved the following Lord Bar- 
iutions according to the eſtimates then lying on the table... 
; Lordſhip informed the Houſe, that they nearly corre- 
nded with thoſe of the preceding year, except a ſum in- 

ed for the difference of the pay of 4000 troops, paid by 
land, and of courſe on that eftabliſhment, which — 

been lately pointed ont by Mr. Barry Barry, an Iriſh 
mber. After giving a detail of the feveral ſtations of the 

troops, his Lordſhip moved, that 20,000 men be em- 
yed in Great Britain for the ſervice of the year 1778, 
rds, garriſons, and invalids included. : 
olonel Barre defired to know, before any ſubſequent ſup- Col. Bay. 
s ſhould be granted, what was the number of troops ſery- 
in America. 

ord Barrington replied, that the whole army upon paper Lord Bar- 
liſted of 55,095 men, 14,000 of which were under the n. 
ediate command of General Carleton, 20,000 under 
neral Howe, and the remaining 21,000, conſiſting of Re- 
ars, Provincials, &c. were ſerving at New-York, Staten- 
nd, Rnode-Iſland, Nova-Scotia, the Weſt Indies, Penſa- 
„ &c, | 
r. Byng ſaid, that he ſhould be glad to mention a circum- Mr. Byng. 
ce which occurred to him, on a certain noble Lord's ob- 
ing, the night before, that General Howe always at- 
ked General Waſhington with an inferior force, I ſhould 
glad to know, ſaid he, whether the 20,000 men, which 
now ſaid to have landed with General Howe, are inferior 
he number of 1 5,000 men, which has been ſtated to be 
ler the command of General Waſhington. It is a fact, 
t the noble Lord yeſterday repreſented the number of our 
ly to be 13,000 men, and the number of General Waſh- 
wen's to be 15,000. At appeared extremely inconſiſtent 
um that General Howe fhould attack an army of 15,000 
n with only 13,009 men, when the number of his army 
was 


Lord George Lord George Germaine anſwered, that the queſtion was q 
Germaine. tainly pertinent and proper, and that he ſhould readily 


Col. Barre. Colonel Barrzexpreſſed the greateſt ſurprize at the ny 


e 
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was actually 20,000. This was a eircumſtance, he d 
cluded, that required inveſtigation, and he called on the; 
ble Lord in queſtion to explain it. If the account 
given by the noble Lord was correct, we had no great re 
to pride ourſelves in our ſuperior bravery ; as we muſt h 
had a ſuperiority of four to three.---The alternative d 
not be evaded ; either we were ſuperior, or the noble I 
who has the ſuperintendence of the army miſinformed( 
Houſe; orif he was right, the noble Lord in high office 
groſsly miſtaken. 


ſwer it. He acknowledged it was true he had ſtated the 
my under General Howe to be 13, ooo men, and that of 
neral Waſhington's to be 15,coo men, and did ſo till; 
then he neither included in that number the artillery, offi 
or wounded foldiers, He only ſpoke of 13,000 men & 
arms on their ſhoulders ; 13,000 effective men engage 
battle, and that conquered 15,000. - 


of the noble Lord---He never heard fo barefaced, palpi 
and mean a quibble in his ife---Never, he ſaid, did he hey 
ſoldier ſo expreſs himſelf; never, he was convinced, di 
miniſter of war obtrude on the Houſe of Commons ſuch 
aſſertion :---Itis deſerving of remembrance, and I prot 
the noble Lord, ſays he, it ſhall be remembered, Wi 
continues the Colonel, exclude from the liſt of the army! 
officers and ar. illery, becauſe they do not carry ficelodfMſann 
Are not the officers concerned in the battle? Are not the 
tillery? Do they nothing towards conqueſt ? The 10 
Lord may have partial experience on his fide, perhaps, WWinu 
prove ſuch doctrine; but III promiſe him, it would be 
ungracious to a Britiſh audience, and would gain little ci 
even in a domeſtic circle. The Colonel then called out 


the noble Lord to declare upon his honour, what was bern o 


of General Burgoy ne and his brave troops; and whether tion 
not he had not received expreſſes from Quebec, inſom ue 
him of his having ſurrendered himſelf, with his whole ar 
priſoners of war? 


Lord Gewge Lord George Germaine ſaid in anſwer, that he was obne 
Germaine. ready to give to the Houſe the moſt early and authentic ent 


- 


telligence of any tranſaction within his knowledge ; init 
now, though the recital muſt givT him pain, he knew cmd: 
be his duty to inform the Houſe, that he had, indeed, * 


mm A MNETFATHER 
ved expreſſes from Quebec, with a piece of very unhappy 


elligence, which, however, was not authenticated, and he 
11d not declare ĩt officially: It had been ſent from Ticon- 
oga to Quebec, and had come to Ticonderoga by the re- 
ts of delerters., The tidings were, that General Burgoyne 
| his army were ſurrounded by a force greatly ſuperior- - 
off from freſh ſupplies of proviſions, and unable to pierce 
ough the numbers of the enemy---ſo ſituated, he had been 
ced to capitulate, and had ſurrendered himſelf and his 
y priſoners, on condition that they ſhould engage not to 
ve during the war in America; ſhould have a ſafe convey- 
ce to the water- ſide, and have leave from thence to return 
their native country. It was a moſt unwelcome, and a 
dſt unfortunate affair; but, however, he hoped, the Houle 
buld not be over anxious in condemnation, nor decide on 
propriety or impropriety of the concerted plan that led to 
Is unhappy event. He hoped they would ſuſpend their 
gments both on the conduct of the general and of the mi- 
ſer on this occaſion. He hoped the conduct of both 
duld appear free from guilt. For his part, he declared he 
bs ready to ſubmit his conduct in planning the expedition 
the judgment of the Houſe. If it appeared impotent, 
ak, and injurious, let the cenſure of the Houte fall upon 
m. He was ready toabide it; as every miniſter, who re- 
rds the welfare of his country, ought at all times to have 
8 eonduCt ſcrutinized by his country. 


anner, reprehended the noble Lord. He declared he was 
ocked at the cool, eaſy manner in which he related the fate 
the brave Burgoyne. He was more ſo at the aſſurance of 
Imuating, that a portion of the blame might lie at the door 
the General. Was there, he exclaimed, a man in the 
ouſe who in his heart could fav, that Burgoyne had failed 
10ugh his own miſconduct? That he had ſhewn the leaft 
dn of cowardice, the leaſt ſymptom of neglect in the expe- 
tion he was thruſt into? He was certain, there were none 
ould ſay ſo. But every man would ſay, or at leaſt every 
n would think, that the man who planned the expedition 
as to blame. The miniſter alone who concerted the ſcheme, 
obnoxious to reprehenſion for its failure. It was an incon- 
tent ſcheme, an impracticable one, unworthy of a Britifh 
nfter, and rather too abſurd for an Indian chief. Re- 
p<mber how frequently, how earneſtly, and ſincerely, I have 
med, favs he, the miniſter, of the effects of this plan. I 
Vor. VIII. O foreſaw 
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Colonel Parr? roſe again, and in a moſt animated, ſevere col. Barrg, 


a general as ever commanded a body of Britiſh troops to fu 


tional terms of peace to be its object; and as I do conceif 


- miniſters and Parliament, all efforts to conquer Amei 
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foreſaw the conſequences. I foretold the event. It was fi 
J ſpoke in prophecy ; has not my prophecy come to pa 
But in what terms can I expreſs my ſurpriſe at the brayen 
my indignation at the effrontery of the noble Lord, in & 
claring he will abide the cenſure of this Houſe, and ſubnj 
his conduct to their eye, Does the noble Lord know d 
extent of his criminality ? Does he know the reſentments i 
this Houle ? I believe he knows neither; but how ſoon ! 
may it is not for me to determine. | 

I would beg leave, continues he, to call the attention 
the Committee to the conduct of the Americans. Thy 
have been branded in this Houſe with every opprobrious ey 
thet that meanneſs could invent; termed cowardly and inh 
man. Let us mark the proof. They have obliged as bn 


render; ſuch is their cowardice; and inſtead of throwi 
chains upon theſe troops, they have nobly given them the 
freedom; ſuch is their inhumanity. I only wiſh, from d 
fingle circumſtance, to draw this fair concluſion, that inſt 
of being engaged with a ſet of lawleis, deſperate adventurt 
we find them, by experience, to be men of the moſt exali 
ſentiments ; inſpired by that genius of liberty which ist 
nobleſt emotion of the Houſe, which it is impoſſible to e 
quer, impracticable to diſmiſs, 

Honourable James Luttrell. I find myſelf under a necelt 
of requeſting the indulgence of the Houle for a few minus 
becauſe I think it my duty, to take every opportunity of 1 
peating my abhorrence of the mercenary and ſavage print 
ples of a civil war, which has never yet held out confti 


that whilſt unconditional ſubmiſſion is the language of 


muſt prove in vain, I cannot agree to vote away the lives 
properties of my fellow- ſubjects, merely for the purpoſe 
enriching and aggrandiſing a few favourites and flatter 

placed near the throne. i 
The Americans, it is evident, will not give up their li 
ties, they will die firſt; all the eloquence of a Cicero call 
perſuade us, that the unfortunate, miſled Burgoyne is vid 
rious ; that General Clinton is in defireable ſafety ; or ju 
give the boaſted title of conqueror of America to Sir Willd 
Howe, yet the latter is repreſented with a great and pol 
army in the field; he wants neither for money, nor {hips,! 
troops; he wants but the only one neceſſary article 4 
ola 
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lation in defeat, or permanency and advantage in victory, I 
ean a juſt cauſe; and Great Britain never, never can build 
> fame or dignity to itſelf, upon acts of injuſtice and op- 
eſſion. | 

But miniſters have hopes of important ſucceſs. Sir, that 
nguage ought at leaſt to imply, ſome honeſt, wiſe Ameri- 
ins, may, upon ſound principles, be induced to return to 
cir allegiance ; but is there a gentleman in this Houſe, that 
ould candidly acquit the abettors of unconditional ſubmiſ- 
dn, of deſerving the ſlavery you endeavour to yoke them 
ith ? Is it to obtain ſuch a humiliating end, that the Ame- 
an now conſoles himſelf for the loſs of a father, friend, or 


ey fought, for liberty they died; that only can repay the 
s, and obtain forgiveneſs of the murder. | 
The Revolution which brought the preſent family to the 
one, was obtained by men ſo reſolved ; our Magna Char- 
was obtained by men ſo reſolved ; and the Americans have 


joſe Britons. An American Magna Charta is what they 
iſely contend for; not a Magna Charta to be taxed by 
angers, a thouſand leagues diſtant. But the conſtitution 
this country, if in perfection, if uncontroverted by bribery, 
d abuſe of power, is acknowledged to be one of the hap- 
eſt that men can live under; therefore, I do believe, that 


es, prefer it to any new invention of their own. I do not 
y the Congreſs would, nor yet many of their ambitious 
aders, nor yet perhaps the virtuous Waſhington ; but if 
dnſtitutional freedom was ſecured to America, every victory 
light then gain over ſome worthy friends to our cauſe, in- 
ad of cowardly deſerters, deceitful ſpies, or falſe and dan- 
rrous pilots. 3 HOES 

But miniſters tell us that England is rich, and foreigners 
ay be hired to carry on the war; what Briton would give up 
s laurels to thoſe paltry hirelings, and fave our blood? Sir, 
honour called to arms, what miniſter dare to propoſe it? 
either are the Germans as cheap as is pretended, for you 
uſt now pay their hire, and when the war is at an end, you 
uſt likewiſe pay a large additional ſum forall thoſe who do 


Im, for I muſt pay the compliment to theſe miniſters, that I 


believe, even they are incapable of making ſuch a conſti- 


uU 


"Fn for America, that the Germans ſhall fly from it to 


Q 2 better 


other, who fell in the battle? No, Sir, it was for liberty 


dt proved themſelves leſs deſerving of their liberties, than 


any wiſe and honeſt Americans may, upon ſound princi- 


ot return home. Sir, I do not think the Germans will re- 
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her having forſaken him in his misfortunes. Let miniſters be 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 


better themſelves, by returning to their own native, inf 
mous ſhambles, to be again fold by their tyrannical, pet 


Princes. . 1 

But our important hope is to be gratified by the poſſeſu or 
of Philadelphia, Sir, that town was built for peace u 
trade, not for war. It extends it{elf upon a low, flat coun: 
try, with ſcarce one advantageous ſpot of ground to place ſpy 
ſingle gun on for its defence ; therefore, to ſurround it wifi 
great works to ſecure yourſelves in winter quarters, muſt cri th 
an immenſe expence, beſides the lateneſs of the ſeaſon maxi on 


ſuch an undertaking almoſt impracticable to be carried in 
execution. It is then a glorious conqueſt to thoſe who my 
enrich themſelves by that neo expence, but a calamity y 
thoſe who are to be taxed for that new extravagance, 
Or do we wiſh to be in poſſeſſion of the moſt beautif ven 
town in America only to ſet fire to it? Are the Britil 
legions gone forth merely to warm themſelves by the bunW.— 
ing towns upon the coaſt? Can biſhops perſuade us, they 
ſmoke ſhall riſe to an approving God, or on earth celebm 
the dignity, the wealth, the honour, the humanity of Mane 
Britiſh nation ? out 
But miniſters are very brave to-day, they are ready to {e 
with their blood the miſchief of their counſels; and whilf 
they are ſo loudly ſupported by a majority of Parliamem he 
r ſounds well. But I muſt beg leave to remia o. 
them of a ſtory which is related of a certain general au 
ſtateſman, who drew all his former friends about the cout 
with the heads of birds and beaſts upon their ſhoulders. Hm 
drew his miſtreſs with the head of a ſwallow, and he wre rw 
this motto underneath, Fe furs le mauvais temps, alluding tt 


ware, leſt the ſwallow's head and that motto ſhould beſt ſuii Ver) 
the moſt ſtrenuous and forward of their preſent advocates, 

For, Sir, had I an hundred tongues, and the eloquencec 
much abler men than myſelf who ſpeak within theſe wall, 
could not ſufficiently expreſs all the horrors, all the milchicy ir m. 
all the ruin of this ſavage war; but this I will ſay, that whilf 
ſuch deſperate, unfeeling miniſters, adviſe his Majeſty, wil 
ſuch an expenſive war to carry on, without an object of at 
vantage in return, with ſuch a cauſe to diſgrace the Britil_ghÞf) e 
arms, and {pill the beſt blood of this country, what man ijechec 
his ſenſes can be ſatisfied with the times, or can agree to von 


for a perſe verance in meaſures, which have already ai a 
Ia i 1 n, ch 
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\ dreadful diſgrace and calamity, that Great Britain is 
ok to its foundation? : 


pre him, for having afforded him ſome time to calm the 
ult and perturbation in his breaſt, occaſioned by the in- 
ation given to the Houſe by the noble Lord. A whole 
yy compelled to lay down their arms, and receive laws from 
ir enemies, was a matter ſo new, that he doubted if ſuch 
ther inſtance could be found in the annals of hiſtory. The 
ontery with which it was told, excited no leſs aſtoniſh- 
t than indignation. Ignorance had ſtamped every ſtep 
en during the courſe of the expedition; but it was the ig- 
nce of the miniſter for the American department, not to 
imputed to General Burgoyne, of whole good conduct, 
very, and ſkill, he did not entertain even the ſhadow of a 
bt. The noble Lord ſaid, i there was any blame to be 
. Without blame ſomewhere, eould an entire army be 
uced to the painful, the diſtracting necefhty of laying down 
ir arms, and becoming priſoners of war? With the Gene- 
and his troops, he was perſuaded, there was no fault tg 
ound ; that it could be traced no where but to the noble 
d, whoſe ignorance was not brought as an extenuation, 
as a juſtification of his crime. | 
[he Americans had, he obſerved, been always repreſented 
owards ; this was far from being true; and he appealed 
the conduct of Arnold and Gates towards Burgoyne, as a 
ing proof of their bravery, Our army was totally at, 
Ir mercy. We had employed the ſavages to butcher them, 
r wives, aged parents, and children; and yet, generous to. 
laſt degree, they gave our men leave to depart on their 
le, never more to bear arms againſt North-America. 
very and cowardice could never inhabit the ſame boſom ; 
crofity, valour, and humanity are ever inſeparable. Poor 
ed the Americans are, but in that conſiſts their greateſt 
ngth. ---Sixty thouſand men have fallen at the feet of 
ir magnanimous, becauſe voluntary poverty. They had 
yet loſt all regard for the country from whence they 
Ing :---anx1ous ſtill for our home- defence, they have ſent 
ack our troops; and left their hands free to fight againſt 
enemy of Great Britain, but themſelves. He re- 


iched Lord George Germaine for his miſconduct and 

uh credulity.—He faid he was aftoniſhed at him. In 

beginning of laſt year, the noble Lord, he ſaid, informed, 

I, that the enemy were cowardly, and our army _—_— 
I ; 


Ir. Burke thanked the two gentlemen, who had ſpoken Mr. Burke. 


Mr. NA. 


— 


miſinformation was no palliation for their errors, and he d 


War, he could have told them of many more wants than! 


General Stanhope was forced to lay down his arms, and ff 
render himſelf and his army priſoners of war; and that d 
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in number. -On what did he ground this information? ( 
report, mere idle report, to which the noble Lord was al; 
an implicit ſlave. He faid, that the information on wit 
miniſters confided, ſhould be preciſe and certain :- 


not ſuppoſe that the Houſe would admit it as ſich. He fu 
the intended meaſure was a conjunction between Howe 2 
Burgoyne, but that it was to be produced in the ſtrangt 
manner he had ever heard of.---The armies were to meet 
yes; Howe was travelling ſouthwards, and Burgoyne int 
very ſame direction !---The advocates for adminiſtration, 
faid, had delighted in repreſenting America in an abjett fi 
ation---as being without ſalt, without ſhoes and ſtockiq 
&c.---If they had applied to him in the beginning oft 


thoſe together under which the Americans laboured, but! 
would alſo have informed the Houſe, that men fighting 
Hiberty were not influenced by ſuch particulars ; that th 
only affected the body, but that the ſouls of the Amen 
were unreduced. 

He concluded with a few words on the Solicitor-Gene 
whom he called the eouncil to the noble Lord. Upon this 

Mr. Solicitor-General aroſe, and deſcribed his own polite 
character: his opinions, he ſaid, were genuine; they w 
his own; and he never ſpoke the ſentiments of any man, 
thoſe only which his own reaſon had ſuggeſted ; nor ddl 
ever in that Houſe plead the cauſe of any man. 

He had been invariable in his opinion, as well on one f 
of the Houſe as on the other; and not ſeldom differed fr 
both. The calamity he could not deny, was great; 
could not infer from it that our condition was deſperate. es, 
had often received checks; but the ſpirit of the nation eng 
always made us riſe ſuperior to our diſtreſſes: an exertion 
that ſpirit would, on the preſent occafion, infallibly reſcuri 
from danger. Britons ever ſhewed magnanimity in diftre 
and certain victory was the ſure conſequence of that pi 
he wiſhed therefore, that gentlemen would not be caft dow 
that before now as great misfortunes had happened to! 
from which we reaped ſubſtantial advantages: at Brihut 


ce only ſerved to raiſe an enthuſiaſtic ardour in the peo e 


which ſoon effaced the ſtigma. 
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r. T. Townſhend ironically applauded the learned gen- Mr. 7. 
an for finding out precedents for our misfortunes; and Tewnpend. 
diced that the expedition conducted by his friend Colonel 

Leger had miſcarried, as blood and deſolation would have 
rked the footſteps of the Indians, if they had been able 

arch to Albany. He was anxious to wear out the im- 
ſſion that Mr, Solicitor's ſpeech, on the ſpirit of Britons, 
{ viibly made on the country gentlemen ; and for that 
poſe he drew the conduct of the ſavages in the moſt odi- 
colours. 
Mr. Charles Fox expreſſed his happineſs at being prevented Mr. Fes. 
m {peaking immediately after the fatal tidings of our 
grace had been communicated to the Houſe : rage and 
lignation ſo ſwayed his breaſt at that time; that if he 
| attempted to ſpeak, his words muſt have been unintel- 
ible. An army of 10,000 men deſtroyed through the 1g- 
rance, the obſtinate, wilful ignorance, and incapacity of 

noble Lord, called loudly for vengeance ; and if no one 
would take upon himſelf the taſk of moving directly for 
enquiry into the affair, he himſelf would do it. A gal- 
It general ſent like a victim to be ſlaughtered, where his 
Tn {kill and perſonal bravery would have earned him lau- 
s, if he had not been under the direction of a blunderer, 
ich circumſtance alone was the cauſe of his diſgrace, was 
d ſhocking a fight for humanity to bear unmoved. The 
neral and the Houſe had been impoſed on and deceived : 
Irgoyne's orders were to make his way to Albany, there to 
ut the orders of Sir William Howe, and to co-operate 

th him; but General Howe knew nothing of the matter, 
he was gone to a different country, and left the unhappy 
Irgoyne and his troops to make the beſt terms for them- 
ves, in a country that was by nature ſo defended, that 
ong holds were to met at almoſt every mile; and every 
ur's march preſented almoſt inſurmountable obſtacles to 
$ progreſs, He inveighed moſt bitterly againſt Lord 
orge Germaine; looked upon him as ſolely reſponſible in 
firſt degree; and next expreſſed his opinion, that of all 
ble who had concurred in the meaſures of the war, by 
Ving their vote in ſupport of it, were likewiſe criminal, 
ough in an inferior degree. He concluded by pronoun- 
g the panegyric of Mr. Burke. 
Mr. Saſicitor General gave a little explanation of one of wr. Vel 
expreſſions and ſat down, | derburne. 
Mr. 


CI ITY 
1 


e . 


| 101 
Mr. Righy. 


Ld. Nartb. 


PARLIAMENTARY 

Mr. Nighy, as one of the many who had voted for | 
war, thought it neceffary to ſay ſomething in his own vin 
cation: and proved, that for upwards of thirteen years, 
had been invariably conſiſtent : he had been convinced, th 
Great Britain was ſupreme over all her dominions ; it 1 
declared fo, early in the reign of George the Second, v 
taxed the colonies, and acknowledged by them when the 
fubmitted to be taxed : from a tax impoſed and ſubmittedt 
he inferred a right to tax; and from that conviction heh 
acted when he voted for the war; and he was till of q 


nion, that every nerve ſhould be ſtrained to proſecute 


with vigour. 

Lord North aroſe, and expreſſed his ſorrow at the prek 
unhappy news. That no man from the beginning, na 
firmly wiſhed for peace than he had; and that no man wot 
do more to obtain it now; if the laying down his places 
honours would accompliſh it, he would gladly ref.2a th 
all. He owned he had been dragged to his place again! 
will. A place which, while in poſſeſſion, however 4 
greeable, he would ſupport to the beſt of his power. 4 
the noble Lord in the American department, he truſted 
had acted on the ſoundeſt principles of candour and deli 
ration. He could not poſſibly make any objection to the! 
quiry into that noble Lord's conduct, as he made no di 
but he would acquit himſelf before that Houſe. As to 
honourable gentleman's obſervation of a penſion's han 
been given for bad information, he ſhould only fay tl 
that he never recollected the gentleman alluded to, had gi 
bad information. He acknowledged his having intercil 
with the King for a reward for his fidelity: a man who! 
ed in America, who was univerſally beloved there, till! 
unhappy diſpute ; a man, continues he, who refuſed fig 
their reſolutions, and who, on that account, was obliged 
quit the country, was, in his opinion, a man worthyl 
ward, Was he to ſtarve here, ſays he? The obtaining ll 
Aa man a comfortable pittance, was not, I truſt, a blame 
action. He concluded with defending the general ſubjel 
the American war, by obſerving, that he thought it en 
ly neceſſary that every part of the Britiſh empire ſhouldd 


tribute to the defraying the common 3 expences 


He ſaid the miniſters were unjuſtly accuſed, when they 
reproached with their want of information, for that! 


had always given the beſt they could procure; and that 
was ready when the general voice of the Houſe ſhoull 
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it, to explain his own conduct; and that whether we 
re for peace or war, the preſent ſupply was abſolutely ne- 
ſary, as the men muſt be, ſuppoſing a ceſſation of arms, 
ducted home. | 25 

The following reſolutions were then ſeverally moved and 
reed to. | 

That 20,000 effective men including 3213 invalids be 
pployed in Great Britain for the ſervice of the year 1778. 


e year, | „ 
That 960, 843 I. be granted for maintaining the forces at 


and the coaſt of Africa. 

That 55,074 1. be granted for the pay of five Hanoverian 
tahons ſerving at ur. 

That 360, 723 J. be granted for the maintaining of 14000 
ops of Heſſe in Britiſh pay. 


Heſſe Hanau. 


aldeckers. 


pay. 


Pach. | 
hat 382,8161, be granted for the charges of the office 
ordnance for land ſervice. | SIP 

hat 390,453 I. for the ſaid office of ordnance for ſervi- 
not provi | | 
Urdered that the ſaid reſolutions be reported. There was 
diviſion. é 
December 4. 


following motions: 

That an account be laid before the Houſe of all the 
ats made to his Majeſty to pay his national and foreign 
dps, from the 29th of September 1774, to the 2gth of 
tember 1777. | | 

That an account be laid before the Houſe of all the 
ers appointed to collect the ſtamp duty, if any were, in 
Knca, for the years 1774, 1775, 1776, 1777, and 1778. 


Its raiſed within Great Britain and Ireland fince Septem- 
* 9946-7 iy 7 * *. : 
o., VIII. 2 - IA 


That 634,2401. de granted for maintaining ſaid men for 


inorca, Gibraltar, the Ceded Iflands, America, Nova Sco- 


hat 35,4411. be granted for the pay of two regiments 
That 17,370 1, be granted for the pay of a regiment of | 
nat 93,947 I. be granted for 4300 Brunſwickers in Bri- 
hat 313,407 l. be granted for the troops of Branden- 
h Anſpach 


That an account be laid before the Houſe of all the re- 
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be Speaker having taken the chair, Colonel Barre made Col. Ber-, 
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Sir P. J. 


Clerke ” 
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ject? Has he told the country what benefits are to „ 
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c That an account be laid before the Houſe of all th 
perſons appointed by government to act in the commiſſarig 
of America, viz. all victuallers, agents, commiſſaries of 
ſtores, clerks of ſtores, &c. from September 29, 1774, to 
September 29, 1777.” 

All theſe motions paſſed without oppoſition. The report 
on the grant of 682,8161. for the charge of the office of 
ordnance, for ordinaries and extraordinaries of the enſuing 

ear being made, 

Sir Philip Jennings Clerke moved to recommit the report, 
which he ſupported with the following ſpeech : 

When I am called upon to vote this enormous ſupply, | 
hope I ſhall not be thought irregular, if J deviate a litth 
from the immediate queſtion before us, and ſay a few word 
on the great American buſineſs, which 1s the occaſion of the 
preſent demand, | | 

Shocked as I was at hearing of the fate of General Bur- 

yne and his army, I did preſume to hope, that ſome poſ- 
ible good inight be produced, as it often happens, from great 
evil. I began to think, that diſappointment and misfortune 
might bring thoſe who have the conduct of our America 
affairs to a more temperate and moderate way of thinking, 
and incline them to turn their thoughts to that which 1s the 
object of almoſt every perſon in this kingdom, peace and 
conciliation, I was juſtified in that expectation, becaule the 
noble Lord who preſides over the American department, when 
he came here the day before, with the extraordinary Gazet 
in his hand, full of victory, full of triumph, told us then, 
it was not yet a*time for peace. What does the noble Lon 
tell us now? We are defeated, we muſt not be diſcouraged 
we muſt renew our efforts, for there are great reſources fi 
left in this country. Neither victory nor defeat then are 0 
produce any good to this country; for if victory was 0 
to be the means, I thought defeat might have been, Bit 
whether victors or vanquiſhed, according to the noble Lond 
declarations, we are ſtill to purſue this hopeleſs, ruin 
3 The noble Lord has talked of reſources till {ell 

oes he think that all the money in this country will be gu. 
en to ſupport this ill- planned, ill- conducted, ſanguinary pr. 


from the ſucceſs of his plans? No, Sir, he has not; but 
wilt venture to pronounce then, that if he was to ſucceed 8 
the extent of his wiſhes, no one man in this country could eie 
obtain the return of a ſingle guinea, for all the blood * 

| os ; | „ a8 
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eaſure which has been already ſo profuſely laviſhed away in 
his very unnatural conteſt, Let the noble Lord tell them 
heſe truths, before he applies for further ſupport. Conſci- 
us of a majority in this Houſe, he ſits here, and ſeems to bid 
Icfiance to the country; but let me tell the noble Lord, there 
> a ſpirit ſtill left in this country to reſent injury, and can 
fiſt oppreſſion: I hear nothing, even now, but murmurs and 
omplanings in the ſtreets. When I return to the country, I 
xpect to find diſſatisfaction and clamour. Let me adviſe the 
oble Lord to be a little cautious, left thoſe anathemas which 
e has been ſo long thundering out againſt America, ſhould 
all with redoubled violence on his own head. It will appear 
onderful that the noble Lord, or any man high in office, 
ould ſo obſtinately perſiſt in proſecuting a war againft the 
nſe of the people, which muſt ever be attended with difficulty 
nd danger to the conductors of it, in preference to peace, when 
e might repoſe himſelf in eaſe and attluence ; it wants expla- 
ation, and to the public it ſhall here be explained. The 
ue cauſe is really this :---the noble Lord knows that he 
ever can make peace with America, The people of that 


uminiſtration. They have long ſince branded them with 
te appellation of Tories, and juſtly have they done it; for 
ey have almoſt ruined this great empire, by endeavouring to 
ſtabliſh an arbitrary, deſpotic ſyſtem of government in the 
plonies. Theſe are the reaſons, Sir, why this country and 
merica are both deprived of the bleſſings of peace; and 
ſhile that noble Lord can ſhelter himſelf in a majority of 
is Houſe, we have little chance to obtain it but by a remedy 
hich would be worſe than the diſeaſe. The ſituation of 
bis country then may be pronounced to be truly deplorable, 
ough I hope ſome means may be yet thought of to extract 
s from our preſent difficulties, even to the ſatisfaction of all 
arties, I have no perſonal diſlike to any gentleman in 
uminiſtration. I wiſh them all well, but I with them well 
ut of their offices. May I be allowed to make a propoſal, 
ch 1 think might be very advantageous to them and 
d the public? 9 3 855 
There is an eſtabliſhment in the ſea ſervice culculated to 
pport ſuperannuated officers, or who wiſh to decline fur- 
er ſervice, Now if an eſtabliſhment of that ſort could 
xe place, and an appointment made for miniſters who have 
roved themſelves unable and unfit for ſervice, I thinkit would, 
the preſent eaſe, remove all difficulties. An appointment 


P 2 of 


duntry will have no treaty with him, or any man now in 
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verienced ſoldier, nay to every ſenſible man, to determine 
1 ich is the beſt defence, and the ſureſt bulwark in the day 
Wattle, a range of the heavieſt cannon, or a troop of naked 
diery, whoſe boſoms are intrepid, and ſteeled to danger. 
rmy part, I would at all times place my ſafety, not on the 
our of my cannon, but on the boſoms of my men. And I 
ve we ſhall be told, why, at this time, it is thought neceſ- 
to —_— enormous quantities of an article that, by 
enormity, becomes a nuiſance. | | 


n the honour to ſtand. He had formerly been an advo- 
e, he ſaid, for lenient meaſures and a reconciliation with 
colonies; every day ſhewed him mere and more the ne- 
fity of adopting the advice he had prefumed to give. Ame- 
z was invincible z the experience of every campaign added 
dit to the aſſertion: our reſources have been founded, and 


ked, to find out means of raiſing the neceſſary ſums to pay 
intereſt, As a country gentleman, he called on his bre- 
en of that denomination to interpoſe and ſerve their 
ntry; their paſſive acquieſcence to every new burden had 
de Sir Robert Walpole ſay, that the landed gentlemen 
e like the flocks upon their plains ; they ſuffered them- 
es to be ſhorn without reſiſtance; while the trading part 
he nation reſembled the boar, who would not let a briſtle 
plucked from his back without making the whole pariſh 


words to the one, and treaſury acorns, with which the 
er was fed, the miniſter had effectually filenced the hog, 
| impoſed upon the honeſt fimplicity and patience of the 
ep. s | ; 
What America would do now he would not take upon him 
ay ; but he could aſſure the Houſe from the authority of a 


tthe Americans would, at the beginning of the diſpute, 
e been perfectly ſatisfied to ſubmit in every reſpe& to 
at Britain, provided they ſhould be at liberty to raiſe, þy 
at means they thought proper, any ſum which the Parlia- 
nt of England ſhould demand of them. He could not tell 
ther they would make ſuch an offer now: but he would 
them to the teſt; and, by offering them peace, employ 
oy poſſible means to ſubdue them; and that was by 

dividing 


y he was to ſay they were not unfathomable : exceſſive 
hs are borrowed, and the whole art of financiering ran- 


ho with his complaints: what with ſpecious pretences and 


r, but unfortunate relation of his, the unhapy General Lee, 


4 


Sir Charles Bunbury apologized for his inability to ſpeak with sir c. Bun- 
t dignity that was ſuitable to the Houſe in which he had 4. 
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dividing them: Their independence was earried in the Cy 
greſs but by a majority of two; it is therefore probable, f 
a ſtrong party might be brought over, by granting them jy 
nourable terms: etiquette, punctilio, and every confiderat 
of that kind ſhould be given up: the public good ſhould oa 
balance every motive of that nature. The ſtate phyſicy 
had employed wrong remedies to cure them; they preſeril 
blifters, and ſet their patients mad: for his part, as he 
but an humble apothecary in politics, he would apply a he 
ing plaiſter.. It might be objected, that, perhaps, they wol 
not bear it: he would in that caſe make uſe both of periy 
ſion and force. The ingredients of his plaiſter were a re 
of all the laws enacted againſt them fince the beginning oft 
diſturbances; and a poſitive renunciation on the part of | 
Parliament to any claim of right to tax the colonies. He. 
was a remedy which he flattered himſelf would ſtill be able 
effe& a cure. . 

He alluded to Mr. Rigby's aſſertion in the committee l 
night, that he had been invariably confiſtent in his politi He 
tenets for thirteen years; for his part, he was of opinion vii te 
the author of Trifiram Shandy, that what in a good e 
ſhould be called perſeverance, in a bad one deſerves no ol 
name than that of obſtinacy; it was poſſible, that the ng 
honourable gentleman might have been wrong for a gi 
part of the time he mentioned; in his opinion he certanvi: 
was wrong; he therefore did not think he had a rigit ſt t! 
plume himſelf ſo much upon his conſiſtency. He did! 
approve of the Solicitor's endeavours to rouſe the ſpirit of 
nation to a further exertion, when it ſeemed already to ii 
been ſcrewed up ta the higheſt key, without bringing us 2 
nearer to a conqueſt of America. He let fall tome exp lior 
ſions rather injurious to the conſiſtency of General Cons 

oliticks. | 

He faid, ſo long as there was a proſpect of ſuccels, Whit: 
any real advantage from conqueſt, if we ſhould prevail, al. 
ſupported the meaſures of adminiſtration; but when it ſs 
acknowledged to be impracticable, by the very miniſter 
had the conduct of our American affairs; and that the 10, laf 
Lord owned, that if we ſhould ſubdue America, it would 
be worth keeping; he could no longer, conſiſtent with Wn k 
conſcience, vote for a continuation of meaſures, which coded { 
be productive of no good; and would, if perſiſted in, Minct 
probably bring on ruin and deſtrution.---The conteſt ly mo 
America ſtruck him in this ght before he heard it 1 * of 
a | 
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ea by the noble Lord. Towards the concluſion of the 
Fſeſſion, he was perſuaded of the truth of what he now 
|; and as ſoon as he was, he moſt earneſtly recommended 
ce. He now did the ſame ; and fincerely wiſhed, that 
e perſon who was in his Majeſty's confidence, having the 
ation of his country at heart, would advife him to conſi- 
of the impending calamities, which threatened this coun- 
, ſhould the preſent ruinous ſyſtem of blood, waſte of trea- 
, and carnage, continue to be longer purſued, 

r. George On/low, to defend every meaſure recom- Mr. G- 
nded by thoſe who were in command, inſiſted, that 9:/ow. 

as better to loſe America by. arms than by treaty 
rotiation would put an end to any further claim, 
lle even a wk defeat did not preclude us from 
Wcwing the war whenever we ſhould find ourſelves able 
dei proſecute it with a probability of ſucceſs : the poſitive, 

inevitable, the immediate conſequence of American inde- 

ei dence muſt be the loſs of Newfoundland, and all our ſugar 
nds: for by their alliance with France and Spain, their 
ted fleets in that part of the world would be much too 
verful for any force we could keep there. 75 
e voted againſt the repeal of the ſtamp act; becauſe he 
of opinion, that we had a right to tax America; and he 
ſatisfied that the country gentlemen were ſo thoroughly 
vinced of the ſupremacy of Parliament over the colonies, 
t they would never have conſented to a repeal of the ſtamp 
if it had not been accompanied with the declaratory . 


e did not heſitate to affirm, with a knowledge of the regio 
flato, delicacy, and grace peculiar to himlelf, that the re- 
lion in America was fomented, nouriſhed, and ſupported 
wa che inflammatory ſpeeches, and other means, uſed by the 
endiaries in that Houſe ; but he truſted the nation, not- 
„ hſtanding all the diſaſters which had happened, was till 
||, Wal to the chaſtiſement of all its foreign and domeſtic 
1 . 
r. Thomas Townſhend anſwered the reflections of Mr. Thomas 
laſt gentleman in a cool and concluſive manner; and T⁰ð end. 
Ing called back the Houſe to the queſtion, he inſiſted 
bn knowing why ſo immenſe a ſum was neceſſary, and he 
ed fome gentlemen in office would explain it in a clear and 
Int manner, He likewiſe obſerved, that we had taken 
moſt effectual method to drive the Americans into the . 
5 of France and Spain, by the prohibitory, and the other. 
| i cruel, 


1 
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required; but that he believed that when the proper offi 


- honourable gentleman would have no reaſon to be dif 


Mr. Bar ke. 


preſentative of one of the firſt counties, and moſt populo 
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cruel, unjuſt, and oppreffive laws we had paſted.---Ti 
were now no leſs formidable at fea than land. Their nay 
and he might fairly juſtify the expreſſion, had thrown t 
capital of our ſiſter kingdom, into the utmoſt confuſion. l 
verpool was threatened; Glaſgow in danger; and the y 
channel of St. George, ſaw their ſhips ride with 1mpuniy 
nay triumph, along our coafts. 

General Conway made a ſhort reply to the inuendo th 
out by Sir Charles Bunbury; and told Mr. Barre hey 
ſorry it was not in his power to give him the information 


ſhould have laid before the Houfe the neceſſary papers, 


tisfied. | 
Sir Charles Cocks then roſe, and faid he ſhould be happy 
give all the information in his power to the Houſe ; and e. 
was ſenfible, he ſaid, that he could make 1t appear, that 
want of economy in the board or offices of ordnance g 
riſe to the advanced charge. He then enumerated the ſem 
appointments of the artillery ; but from the lowneſs of 
voice, and the variety of the particulars, it is not int 
power to give a particular account. The great reaſons oft 
advance in the charge this year from the laſt, are teven 
but moſtly belong to the civil board in repairing garrik 
forts, &. There has been, indeed, an augmentation of 
men, recruited at a great expence ſinee laſt year, and the q 
ference of the charge, upon the whole, is 56,0001. a 
Mr. Burke then roſe, and after expreſſing his ſurprize 
the enormity of the charge, he told the Houſe he was then 


commercial town, except London, in the kingdom. He 
leved his conſtituents paid one tenth part of the ſuppl 
granted by this Houſe ; he therefore thought it his duty! 
ſearch into the reaſons of the ſupply called for; and, a5 gy" 


appeared ſo enormous and unreaſonable, unprecedented ; 
unaccountable, he would have the moſt particular infor" 
tion. He would be acquainted with every item---he we 2 

mar 


know every reaſon for the grant ——he fhould con 
himſelf a thief, without intereſt, if he permited his d 
ſtituents* pockets to be picked without being told 
what or wherefore. The honourable gentleman who {pa 
laſt, ſays he, has told us it is not owing to the 1mpM 

dence of office, nor to the extravagance of the ſeveral dep 
ments, that the advance is owing---he has told us all hed 
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11---he has ſatisfied us in regard to his and his colleague's 
conomy. They have barely executed the orders they have 
ceived, But I want to hear the reaſons of thoſe orders -I 
ant to hear why ſuch quantities of ordnance, and ſuch 
mbers of men, were wanted. Some perſon. in the cabinet 
, ſhall inform me. I will not leave this feat, nor depart 
pm this Houſe, till I am fatisfied. I think I ſhall be ex- 
ſed by my country, if I ſpeak again and again on the ſub- 
t---if I tranſgreſs the point of order, and urge my ſuit by 
any repetitions, I ſhall think myſelf within the beſt point 
order, if I adhete to the intereſt of my conftitaents, and 
t have their youne picked for moonſhine. I promiſe you, 
r. Speaker, I wi 


0 


a 1 


ut 


ill not go to ſupper, nor regard order, till I 
ſatisfied, What! the enormous ſum of 683,0001. for 
dnance, 140,e00l. more than was voted for the year 1759, 
hen wewere at war with France and Spain, and had armies 
America, in' the Weſt-Iadies, and over all Enrope, and 
imenſe fleets full of cannon over all the world, in every ſea, 
d in every chmate. Is it not ſtrange and unaccountable--- 
ght we not toenquire into this new proof of miniſterialiſm? 
1759, we employed 250,000 men. This year we have 
,000, and yet a greater ſum by 140, oool. is wanted to 
ply the ordnance. Common ſenſe revolts at the idea--- 
ghs at the abſurdity. He then went into a long diſquiſi- 
n, and in a ptogreſſive order enumerated the many mea- 
es of government that had induced him to be conſiſtent in 
dminating the war: and concluded with calling again for 
ormation. 8 | TRA | 2 
Mr. Langlois ſaid, one great reaſon of the advance was, that h. z,ags 
rain were acting in a hoſtile country in every ſenſe of boi. 
word, ſo that every equipment was prepared and for- 

rded from hence at a greater expence than uſual, | 

Mr. Burke owned, he was obliged to the honourable gen · 1, Ble. 
man for his explanation. America was an hoſtile coun- 
; and our troops met the moſt abſolute —— ever 

dyn; but that was no reaſon.---He wanted to be informed 
mcularly, why ſuch equipments were neceſſary, and why 

Py mer wer ͤ T 00 67 Tg | 
bir Charles Frederick ſaid, that ſending the artillery com Sir Char 
ues in three different bodies, to ſerve under as many gene- Frederick. 
n different places, had been attended with double the 

nc of what would have been neceſſary, had they ſerved 

ne corps; that the foreign troops in Britiſh pay in the laſt 
found themſelves in ammunition, and that was the rea- 
oer. VIII. EY" = 5:8 10 <2 2 76 2 
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Col. Barre, 


Mr. Burke. 


Ld. North. 


1750, the charge, though in effect eſſentially the ſame, u 


Lord Beau- 
champ · : 


Mr. Bayly. 


Mance ftores for the Britiſh troops. 
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ſon why the eſtimate in 17 59 was not more than double wiſh: 
it appears to have been, as that was an eſtimate only for onl 


Colonel Barre lamented that the general of the ordnay 
did not fit in that Houſe; and called upon the members 
the cabinet- council to give the defired/explanation. 01 

Mr. Burke ſaid, he was very unhappy to hear it, thou 
it was very true, we do pay forall”---but he neverthels 
inſiſted on knowing, why the foreign troops were not on 
ſame footing as during the late war ? >. " 
Lord North roſe, and ſaid, that though we had 2 50,0 
men in pay in the year 1759, yet the ordnance eſtimate y 
made only for the Britiſh forces, which were only a venus 
ſmall part of that number. That the ſubſidies. paid to ii 
German princes included the ammunition, ſtores, &c. a 
were provided for apart and independent of the ordnance ei e 
mate: that he had not expected ſuch a motion would ef 
been made, or he would have examined the eſtimates of 1e. 
that he would take the firſt opportunity to do it, and imagint 
upon enquiry he would be found to be right in his opinie 
There were a thouſand other circumſtances, which conſtitui ti 
the difference; but the chief was, the including in the olf 
and the excluding from the other, the expence of the Ge! 
man n paid for them at both periods; but ip 


placed to a ſeparate account.---He would however com 
the eſtimates, which would enable him to give a more put 
cular and full explanation on a future day. 9 ö 

Mr. Burke ſaid, he was happy, that he had ſet the prem hi. 
to ſtudy: and he ſhould depend upon his honour, for a ſiii 2 
factory anſwer.---The reſolutions were ſeverally agreed i ”: 
and the mutiny- bill ordered in. | fog 

Lord 8 moved the third reading of the bill to fi rd, 
pend the Habeas Corpus law. Mr. Bayly objected, ſay ing it IVC 
cruel and cowardly to continue the impriſonment of thoſe, wu ente 
miniſters durſt notpuniſh. Miniſters knew, if they hangediſiſſe E 
of the priſoners, under the pretence of their being rebels, 
Americans would retaliate ; therefore, he ſaid, looking at WM"! 


Treaſury- bench, with malice in your hearts, you thus con eher 


Col. Barre nel Barre made among others the following motions, 


them by law, till the end of the war, in order then to hi 
them, if you dare. The bill paſſed on a diviſion of 116 web. 
=o . December 8. We. 
The private buſineſs of the day 3 gone through, Ca 
(«Th 


copies or extracts of all letters relating to reinforcemen:5 
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f ſtate, from General Gage, Lord Howe, General Howe, 
d General Carleton, from the 5th of July 1775 to the 1ſt 
September 177), be laid before this Houſe.” | | 


ent it pointed; and in whoſe choice the propriety of agree- 
mn part he was totally ignorant of the meaning of the 
tend; how far be proper; and how far it might effect any 


us moving for papers, when ſo few members were in the 
ouſe; and particularly, when the noble Lord was abſent, 
ho knew. beſt the propriety of ſubmitting them to the Houle, 
e therefore would beg leave, he ſaid, to put the previous 
neſtion, that the motion ſhould be laid by till a future day; 
hen it might be debated in a full Houſe. . | 


| occaſion from the thinneſs of the Houſe, to gain a 
otion, which he ſuppoſed would be rejected, in a full 
ouſe. He wiſhed for no ſiniſter end; and he would prac- 
ſe no underhand method. The motion he had made re- 
Qed papers of the utmoſt conſequence to be known; and 
at previous to the day of general enquiry, He therefore 
ht it his duty to call for them in time, that they might 


fore the day arrived. If the Houſe was thin, it was none 


s abſent, he might with propriety aſk, Why he was ſo? 
was his buſineſs and duty to attend; but he begged to be 
aderſtood, that he meant to throw no blame on the noble 
rd, for his abſence. It might be occaſioned from many 
woidable cauſes, from buſineſs, from neceſſary . engage- 
nts, from ſickneſs; but there was another noble Lord in 
e Houſe, who, as well as the noble Lord abſent, muſt know 
e . or the impropriety of granting the motion as he 
uſt have ſeen the papers called for. But as he had been re- 
chended for moving the queſtion, at this particular period, 
would in a few words inform the Houſe of the true reaſon. 
e had been very greatly ſurpriſed, by hearing, that a reſo- 
non had been made, to ſit on Saturday for the purpoſe of 
ling two money- bills, on Wedneſday, for the diſpatch of 


. 11 


* 


e ſhips, mariners, or land- forces received by the ſecretaries 


neſtion in regard to effect; he knew not how far it might 


rticular man or men; yet he conceived an impropriety in 


Colonel Barre anſwered that he meant not to ſteal co 


ſeen and examined, that they might be known and digeſted, 
his fault; he expected a full Houſe; and if the noble Lord 


neſs; and then to adjourn for the holidays. This he con- 
e | " feſſed 


Mr. Jenkinſon objected to the motion, becauſe: the noble Mr. Fen= | 
ord [Lord George Germaine] was abſent, to whoſe depart- . 


g to it ought in ſome meaſure to lie. He ſaid, that for his 


\ 


I; Barrey 


. nion. - 4 1 


WW Re. Hon. 7. 


Townſend. 


"was ſomewhat ſingular, he ſaid, that after eee for mol 


buſinefs for which they were called; but who, as truſty ang 
quired; it ſeemed, he ſaid, from their conduct, that the 


important intelligence to the Houſe on the day of genen : c 
on ef and he earneſtly hoped, it would pals. Wh or 
Mr. Burke ſaid, he was afraid the honourable gentlemil deak 


Mr. Bate. 


put upon the queſtion, he was well apprized, that a nod, ort 
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foſſod had moſt particularly induced him to make the motio 
on that day, fince none other was properly referved for! 
As to the thinneſs of the Houle, if that was the only objectio 
there was no neceſſity of laying by the queſtion, ſince ty 
Houſe would fill apace ; or if they wiſhed a negative tol 


wink of theirs, would bring as full a Houſe as they coul 
with. Why then, he continued, will they detcend to 10 meu 
an artifice ? why not ſpeak as men? and if they wiſh it to h 
over-ruled, ſay no to it at once? He concluded with obſen 
ing, that it was a motion of the utmoſt extent, it wall 
lead to information of — importance; and he oi 
pledge his honour to the Houſe, that from the papers calld 
for, circumſtances would appear that would make the natidj 
ſhudder, and the moſt obftinate man recede from his op 

Mr. Mellebore Ellis repeated the arguments of the honor 
ble gentleman [Mr. Jenkinſon] for objecting to the motia 
He-faid; the noble Lord in che blue ribbon, from the mul: 
plicity of buſineſs that called for his attention, could not nc 
ſuppoſed to retain ſo far the ſubject- matter of the pane 
called for, as to be able, at a moment's recollection, to decid 
on the prepriety of introducing them into the Houſe; where 
the noble Lord abſent; from his more immediate concem ii 
that department, would, he doubted not, be able to determin 
inſtantly on the propriety or impropriety of the motion; a 
therefore he would vote for the previous queſtion. 

- Right Hon. Z. Town/hend owned himſelf ſurpriſed, that e 
lame an objection ſhould be fo obſtinately perſevered in. Mui. 


than thirty members to ſupport them in this queſtion, theſeve 
had not thought it expedient to ſend for the noble Lord, wil 
ſeemed to be the principal agent in the buſineſs. They hat 
dragged many an unwilling-gentleman, he. would anſwer fu eon 
it, from his dinner to attend them; and who had entered will 
that vacancy: of face, which expreſſed their ignorance of on 


vants, were prepared for whatever piece of ſervice was 1. 


wiſhed the noble Lord not to come. He then entered into dh 
diſcuflion of the merits of the motion; ſaid it would affon 


[Mr.-Ellis] for the ſake of laying aſide for a day, the — | 
| ; I 


* 


», 
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eis honourable friend, had paid a poor compliment to the 
ory. of the noble Lord [Lord North] near him. He was 
however from joining in opinion with him. He was well 
inced, that the noble Lord's memory was very retentive. 
heard many. proofs of it ; and would be bold to fay, that 
an poſſeſſed more eminently the virtue of recolle&ion,'or 
e laviſhly the art of evaſion; however improvidentially 
ubexpectedly taken, the noble Lord never was found de- 
ii in reply; and the frequent practice he enjoyed in this 
ics of debate, made it eaſy and familiar to him. He 
ed indeed to contrive the moſt lame, abſurd, and incon- 
nt meaſures, to give him opportunity of ſhewing his apti- 
> for defence, and his quickneſs at reply; ſo that he had 
the ſmalleſt reaſon to doubt, but that if the propriety of 
queſtion had been left to himſelf, his memory would 
> ſupplied him with ſufficient information for. determin- 
his judgment upon it; but ſuch now-a-days were the 
ts of adminiftration; ſome times a noble Lord was ab- 
; and ſometimes a noble Lord had forgot; and now from 
nce, and now from forgetfulneſs, the miniſters of ſtate 
ſupplied with excuſes, when their apprehenſions would F 
permit them to advance the 'true cauſes of denial. - He | 
inued to obſerve, that from the papers called for, the 
pſe would be able to determine, where the failure of Ge- 
| Burgoyne's expedition really belongs; and if cenſure 
| follow on it, they ſhould decide, whether it ſhould be 
ited againſt the impotence of the plan, or the indolence 
ee execution. A noble Lord, he ſaid indeed, declared, 
With great effrontery, that if there was any blame, it lay 
he contrivance, and not in the execution itſelf, The papers, 
ever, would beſt inform the Houſe, and not only would 
ſe the ſecret foundation of that plan, but would lay a 
of diſcovering of the whole progreſs of operation fince 
commencement of the war; and he concluded by obſer- 
, that every gentleman who wiſhed to form an impartial 
uon of the. preſent meaſures, muſt ſee the neceffity of 
eng theſe papers before his eye. 8 


ord North ſaid, notwithſtanding the eulogy of the ho- 5 


rable gentleman on the ſtrength of his memory, he often 
ed himſelf deficient in that reſpect, and at that time was 
really able to fay with accuracy, whether the papers 
Id, conveniently to the welfare of the. ſtate, be laid before 
Houſe, The noble Lord abſent was the proper perion 2 #.- 
ak on the ſubject; and he conceived it improper and! © 
alonable, to make ſuch a motion in his abſence, 3 
: S 
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tleman had certainly miſunderſtood the noble 
lieved his words were, or at leaſt his meaning was, that 


' whether the fault we 6 in the plan or the executi 
down with hoping, 


Mr. Fer. 


muſt ſtand ſtill. He wiſhed to pay every reſpect to the nd 


himſelf every day and every hour. It was impoffible th 


\ 
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knew, he ſaid, why he was abſent, but he was ſenfible, t 
if he had had the leaſt knowledge of any motion's being 
tended relating to his office, he would have certainly e 
tended. With regard to the aſſertion of the former gent 
man, that a noble Lord had faid, if there was any blame 
the expedition of General Burgoyne, it lay in the plan i 
not in the execution; he. begged leave to 5 7 that the gu 
ord. Heh 


Houſe ſhould ſuſpend their judgments, till they had enquin 
5 


at the previous queſtion would poſtui t 
the motion till the noble Lord be pretent. E * 


Mr. Fux declared, that he thought it unaccountable, 
becauſe a noble Lord was abſent, the buſineſs of Parliam rt 


Lord, but it was the noble Lord's buſineſs, and his duty, 
attend that Houſe every day. No matter whether he kn 
of a motion regarding his office, or not. At ſo critical a 
riod, a juncture ſo filled with danger, and when the nating 
calamity was ſo recent, he might look for motions reſpetuice 


Parliament could think of any thing elſe, or could admit ay 
- motions of another kind; for his part, he could not cubuſc 


Lord George Lord Geerge Germaine having looked at the motion, ob eri 


Cermaiac. 


the propriety of ſubmitting them to the Houſe, At the {al 
time, he declared the purport of thoſe papers would be! 


| Col. Barre. 


down one day without making ſuch motions, without aſk 

ueſtions, and referring to that noble Lord for ani 
Here Lord George Germaine came into the Houſe.| | 
continued, that now the noble Lord was come, he hope 
ſudden period would be put tò the queſtion; and he fincen n 
wiſhed that no foreboding fears might induce him to wil 
hold information, ſo needful to an enquiry into the fate 
the nation, 5 . 


to it, becauſe he was not ſufficiently aware of its coll we! 
quences. It reached to a period before his introduction W 
office. It contained the intelligence of ſeveral years, and 
confeſſed he was ſo unprepared, that he could not anſwer ed 


before the Houſe on the day of general enquiry, and he M enc 
poſed that fix weeks would be no material delay in 
matter. | 140 | 

Colonel Barr? ſaid it was. exceedingly ſtrange, that! 
noble Lord ſhould have forgot the contents of letters io 
. We | = | , particu 
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icular, and in which he was ſo intimately concerned, 


a poſſibility that the motion might be much more exten - 
than was generally believed. The noble Lord, he ſaid, 
declared that he could not be thought to remember the 
tents of letters that were lodged in the office previous to 
admiſſion. How weak and impotent this defence is, may 
proved from a ſimple compariſon of the date of the noble 
xd's entry into office, and the periods from which the 


che other is the 28th of November of the ſame year. Is 
robable, that the noble Lord can have forgot letters of fo 
It a date before his entry, ſo materially neceſſary to his 
prmation ? It cannot be ſuppoſed. What the noble Lord 
ant by the purport of thoſe papers, he ſaid, he could not 
„If he would pledge himſelf, that a diſcloſure of them 
juld be made; or, as he ſays himſelf, that the purport 
zuld be made known, he would be content. The noble 
xd refuſed both. As to delay of enquiry, he could not 
ee to it; that was the time for enquiry ; puniſhment in- 
d, he ſaid, might be delayed for fix weeks. He concluded 
averring, that both he and many other gentlemen in the 
uſe knew it for truth, that ſeveral applications, without 
&, had been made by the General for reinforcements. 

| > previous queſtion was put, and agreed to, without a 
fiſion. | | 


no to give them. I wiſh to call their moſt ſerious at- 
tion to the extravagant and boundleſs expences of the 


well as unjuſt, and univerfally deſtructive. I take this 
on of the ſeſſion to ſtate the expences of the war, if 

ould continue another campaign, that you may be ap- 
zd in time. What is called the budget day is uſually at 
end of the ſeſſion; when all meaſures of the year are de- 


ences 3 meaſures that are a Ss muſt be ſup- 
ted, coſt what they will. 
is fatal war, and all the ruinous conſequences which await 


could not imagine that there had been ſo many letters, as 
ender the motion of fo multiplied an extent; but there 


ers are deſired ; the one is from the 5th of July, 1775, 


herican war, which after all is an impracticable project, 


d and entered upon, it is then too late to conſider of the 
ut if the enormous expence 


anded and commercial intereſts of this country, afford 
ES EE © 
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r. D. Hartley. Sir, the great importance of the ſubject, Me. h. 
dn wich I ſhall offer ſome opinions to the Houſe this day, Hartig. 
|, I hope, plead my apology, for the trouble which I am 


which have been impoſed upon the Houſe by the authon 
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any arguments to withold your hand, now is the time 
attend to them. | | LE 

To give you in one view the amount of the Americany 
hitherto, with the ſuperadded expences of only one m 
campaign, will make a ſtupendous total. Such a total, 
if the Houſe had been apprized of it but two years apy, 
think the moſt bigoted advocate for the war would have! 
fitated. But it was a maſter-piece of craft in the adni 
ftration, to lead us on inſenſibly, concealing from the pull 
the fatal conſequences, till we were plunged in too far 
retreat. The Houſe muſt well remember at the opening 
the firſt ſeſſion of this parliament, which was the begim 
of the war, that a three fhilling land-tax was voted bel 
Chriſtmas, to take off the alarms of the landed gentlent 
Your feamen were reduced to a lower eſtabliſhment than 
had been for the four preceding years; they were reduce 
the beginning of the ſeſſion to 16000 men, which is the loy 
eſtabliſhment for profound peace. The miniſter amuſed 
public in that ſeſſion with paying off a million of the natid 

debt. All this was done to lead you inſenſibly on, by falſep 
tences, till it was too late to retreat. Unfortunately the mil 
ſter obtained his end; the deception was univerfally encours 
Thoſe who would have advertiſed you of theſe deceptid 
and of your dangers, were browbeaten and diſcountenane 
even a patient hearing was denied to them. In this pa 
lar department of the revenue, I have made it my buf 
every year, to lay a true and accurate ſtate before yon t 
_ oppoſition to thoſe premeditated and treacherous fall 


of the adminiſtration. I ſhould think myſelf unworthf ed 
any farther confidence of this Houſe, if I had been | 
author of all thoſe fallacies, which have brought this coun 
to the brink of ruin. But, Sir, I have never deceived j ſecc 
nor have I offered any idle tales or viſionary calculations to on 
Houſe. Your journals will bear me teſtimony. The {ap 
rior authority of the miniſter's opinion in this Houſe off 
bore mine. Upon his authority they gave a -negative en t 
thoſe eſtimates and calculations, which, however, in the li 
ſult have proved true. That they have proved true, n th 
Houle and the nation now know to their coſt. I once ma 
offer myſelf, in humble deference to their wiſdom, Wear t 
daiming ſome confidence in their opinion. I fay to fl 
now; *Truft no longer thoſe falſe prophets, who have ſo Y t 
ſtantly miſled and deceived you. Your haſty ey OL 
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ſe deceivers has already coſt you twenty millions, and per- 
ity Borland Yves, Stoß hers, Ain cher = fle th 
Fneſs which vou are involved in. If the warning which 
have had from a cruel and deſtructive experience, will 
make you wiſer, I'Know net what will; bor hencefor- 
rd,” at ſeaſt, that blindneſs and cruelty muſt be wilful, 
ich can proceed to ſacrifice thouſands upon thotiſands vf 
lives of your fellow ſubjects; ahd of thoſe unfortunate 

n, who would ftill have been our, fellow fubfecks, had 
dt been for the dark and ruinous couniſels and conduct of 
miniſters. Why will you add another twenty millions to 

the waſte of public money, which has already been io 

c 109769 3 2, 
have prepared eftimates of the expences, which pro- 

ly may be incurred, if you proceed to another: cam- 
55 ; which if the Houſe is ſo diſpoſed, I will lay be- 
e them. According to my © computation, the total of 
American war, as ſuppoſed to continue ' only for one 

re campaign, in the year 1778, will amount to between 
ty and forty millions. The documents, upon which J 
g this opinion, are now lying upon your table. I have 
lected out from the papers of the Houſe, the expences of 
navy, army, and ordnance, during the late war, and in 
preſent War, both upon the ordinary eſtimates, and the 
ordinary and contingent expences. TI have endeavoured 
ſelect fuck circutnſtances as are fimilar to the preſent ;' and 
fre others, with ſuch ſuitable allowances, as may affift 
In the enquiry. My firft motion is conceived in ver 7 
terms, viz. that it is the opinion of this Houſe, that 
farther proſecution of the American war, muſt be at- 

ded with an encrmous expence. The term enormous is 
fayourite word of the noble Lord at the head of the 

alury ; therefore, Sir, I think J may depend upon him, 
ſeconding this preliminary motion of mine. y ſecond 
ion, is Ke ſpecific point upon which the debate will turn, 

Whether the total expence of the American war may 
DIY, by the end of the next campaign, amount to be- 
en thirty and forty millions. My reaton for putting the 
uminary motion as I have done, is this; that in the debate 
uche ft motion, the ſpecific matter of the fecond mo- 
will be diſcuſſed; and if upon that diſcuſſion it ſhould 
ear to the Houſe, that any other probable total is nearer 
lie preſumptive proofs, I ſhall be Open to conviction, and 
oy "to alter the terms of the ſecon- Mmotioþ accortling to 
* . un R 270 231901 I . . (one the 


. 


122 


diſcuſſion more properly belongs to the committee upon 


temper and powers of America, from the wiſeſt and 
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the reſult of the debate. If the account be over -rated, i 
under-rated, I can reQify accordingly: ; but let us at leaſt kngy 
what is the probable eſtimate that we muſt reckon ug 
Call it near thirty millions, or more than thirty, or betyr 
thirty and forty ; I believe this laſt phraſe will be neaxer th 
any other. I have always ſubmitted my thoughts fairly x 
openly to the Houſe, and to the comments of the noble Ia 
at the head of the treaſury : the eſtimates which I forme 
laid before you, have never been found fallacious or e 
vagant. Surely, Sir, I aſk nothing unreaſonable; I 0 
aſk that you will think before you act. 4 
I am aware of an objection which the noble Lord may mi 
not to the matter, but to the time. It may be ſaid, thatt 


ſtate of the nation, which is appointed to ſit after the holidg 
To which I can only reply, that I am ſolicitous to throw out 
the Houſe, the ſtate of the concomitant expences of f 
war, in the earlieſt part of the ſeſſion, hand in hand wi 
du vote for the land tax, that the landed” gentlemen g 
apprized what they are preparing for themſelves. If 
do not interpoſe, to ſtop. the farther progreſs of this deft 
tive war, four ſhillings in the pound will be entailed ij 
them for ever: and I will venture to propheſy to them, | 
four ſhillings in the pound, will not be all that they willl 
to pay. In the conſideration of an infinite multitude! 
matters, which will come before the committee upon| 
ſtare of the nation, the landed - intereſt may not have | 
pre-eminent conſideration. that I wiſh, { look upon 
landed gentlemen as the watchmen and guardians of the ff 
therefore I wonld have a word with them in the fore 
place, and before the ftorm rages, which is coming 
a- pace, to confound land, funds, manufactures, and d 
merce in one common ruin, , . 
The ruin is univerſal, and without bounds ; your naval 
wer will be exhauſted, and the very ſources of it deſtroyed; | 
armies are baffled and diſgraced; one entire army is ſwallo 
up, and perhaps another may ſoon be in a condition notl 
better. I pretend not to any ſagacity above other pe 
but I have endeavoured to get che beſt information of 


informed perſons, and from thoſe who are at all times friend 
reconciliation and peace, and whohaye been very fincerelji 
_affeRed towards this country. I told you, three years 280 
America would turn out an army of 50,000 men, which 


ey were united, and that you could not touch an hair of the 
ad of America : you have found it true. The men 
at you ſend thither are devoted to certain deſtruction. 
int et redibunt nunquam, The whole conduct of the mini- 
rs of this country has been folly and impotent rage. If 
y cannot conquer, they will deſtroy. Every Piomry 


11 as pernicious ones, have been laid before you; It can- 
t be doubted but that Dr. Franklin was well acquainted 
th the true ſtate and temper of his own country, and of 
own countrymen, He has given full warning to this 
untry, both in public and in private, of the ruinous conſe- 
ences of the meaſures which have been adopted. The pru- 
pce of his advice, and prophetic warnings to this country, 
nd upon record; he gave them publicly at your bar in the 
ar 1766; he gave a moſt material helping hand towards the 


n followed in the ſubſequent meaſures, we ſhould not now 
A in blood. I will, with permiſſion, read to the 
uſe a letter which I received from him in the year 1775, 
a time when we were all fellow-ſubje&s together, and be- 
e that fatal prohibitory act, by which you caſt your colo- 
$ out from your protection. I did read it to you in my place, 
thin a few days after I received it; but you were then 
adent of having America under your feet, and deſpiſed 
ry propoſition recommending peace and lenient meaſures, 
1% 
a , - Philadelphia, Oftober 2; 27978, 

J wiſh as earneſtly as you can do for peace, and ſhould 
rejoice exceedingly to an 1 with you for that end; 
but every ſhip from Great-Britain brings ſome intelligence 
of new meaſures that tend more to exaſperate ; and it 
ſeems to me, that until you have found, by dear experi- 
ence, the reducing us by force impracticable, you will 
think of ' nothing fair or reaſonable. We have, as yet, 


or forces, and ſtay at home, we ſhould meditate nothing 
int you. A little time fo given for cooling on both 
nes, might have excellent effecks. But you will goad and 
e roroke us; your deſpiſe us too much; and you are inſen- 
6 ble of the Italian adage, That there is no little enemy. I 
py m perſuaded the body of the Britiſh people are our friends; 
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en laughed at, and would not believe. I have told you that 


rning has been deſpiſed; prudent plans and counſels, as 


toration of peace in that happy year; if his advice had 


only reſolved on defenſive meaſures, If you would recall 


123 


- 


—— — 


S r - MEER 


RN 


rr reer 
rr e ine a. » 

_— I q W 0 þ Sw l . 

5 "© 4 . Petey * 


r 8 2 
— n 
a * _ 


4” eel - 5 _ 
— * n s < 
Mis we dt a — * FR © 


TY 


9 


& 


. > 
{IE 
* 


TfY 34 "334 bi ina „ * 0 247 A . £4 
. © us into ſubmiſſion, you know neither the people nor 
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 Tthogll begiven, V at then was there left for tlie AmericnW"d 


ae * 22 22 — 9 „ 18 4. 1. 
- the liberties Which we enjoy, in this country. As, in eu 
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é may ſoon be made our enemies. Our reſpect for t 


« will proportionab]y diminiſn; and I ſee clearly we are 
* the high- road towards perpetual enmity, hatred, and & 
„e teſtation. A ſeparation will of courſe, be inevitable, 
de a million of pities ſo fair a plan as we have been engart 
& in, for encreafing ſtrength and empire with pubtic feliciy 
&« ſhould be deſtroyed by the mangling hands of blunder 
-< „ f , 18 128 1 \ FT" is 
« miniſters, It will not be deſtroyed. God will pro 0 
and proſper it. You will only exclude yourſelves fr 
% any ſhare in it, We hear more troops and ſhips i 
e coming out. We know you may do us a great deal 
&* milchief'; but we are determined to beat it ; patienthf 
de Jong as we can; but if you flatter yourſelves with beat 


«* country. The Congreſs is ſtill fitting, and will wait t 
cc „ „„ „one FL a ö 5 , | 
reſult of their laſt petition.“ „5 NV 
„Amd what was the reſult of this Ja/? petition ? His N 
FRy 725 adviſed by his miniſters, fatally for the honour, ll" 
, to ſay, that no ni ak 


a Fo „ 
d Juſtice of this, countr 


- * 4 0 7 . . i. os * Bob ; 2 
but to take up arms in their own defence, when their pt 


tions were rejected unheard, and the whole force of this ce d 
try, and all the mercenary forces of Europe, were ſent tol 
vade them? ff. - ty PRE INS” EIS 

; T have often faid in this Houſe, and I muſt repearit, ttt 
Mall neyer call theſe” men rebels, nor their aufe fee er 
but a juſtifiable reſiſtance. You cannot 160k into your d 
bill of rights, but you will ſee à formal recognition oft 
right of reſiſtance in the ſubject. When the _liberties 88'” 
privileges of, a Britiſh ſubjeck are invaded, ' and "his petition! 
rejeated, eyery luch fubje& has a right to the'uſe of "arts u. 
his own defence. S6 tays the a8 which is declafatoryst Wh 
rights of the Britiſh conſtitution, and the corner-ftone of 


opinion, pon theſe conſtitutional principles, the reſiſtant 
the beginning of theſe troubles was Juſtifiable'on the 15 
the Americans, who were then our fellow-ſubjeQts; 1 f 
now, upon the Tame principles, conſider gur perſeverat 
the continuation of an unjuſt war on our part againſt iht 


And what h. * p got Þ this war ? ' You have gained! nd the 


{ 8%? FY'T 7 pe * — 
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thing, but you have loſt thirteen provinces. It is to 


\ SBS ot ail eto 2 een 
\ miniſters, who have ſyſtematically invaded their rights, epend 


rejected all their petitions, that you are indebted for thi 
hey have ſummed pp all their pernicious meaſures in - 
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il act, of adviſing the King to reject unheard the united pe- 
jon of all the American cotonies. That man has much to 
wer for to this cbuntry, who advifed that fatal meaſure; 


King to know who did adviſe it. It was done juſt upon 
exe of the acceſſion to office, of the noble Lord who is 


urge it upon him, Becauſe 1 have no ſpecific grounds for 
þ a'charge ; but thus much Tam free to ſay, that the ſpirit 
ſuch a ineafure is more conformable to the ſyſtem Which 
; een followed fince his acceſſion to office, than to the ſy- 

which prevailed before, and which was ſet afide to make 
V for him. Of another fact, however, we. are well af- 
u, And of the author and adviſer. Since the noble Lord 
the lead of the American department came into office, his 
ity has been adviſed not to lay the leaſt ferap of infor- 
tion before the Houſe. Before that time we had ſome in- 


rbled; but now the miniſter holds up his head in a 
ayhtier ſtile; he does not condeſcend to take the leaſt no- 
e of Parliament, or to give us the leaſt ſcrap of informa- 
n. We know that he is reſponſible, and that by ſecreting 
information, he takes a great rifque of reſponſibility upon 
ſelf: but what is the confideration of a private perſon to 
e great intereſts of the whole ſtate at large? If he ſhall ever 


ght liave guided the counſels of this Houſe to other mea- 
res, the reſponſibility of a private man can be no adequate 
dompence to his country, foe having led them blindfold to 
lin, | 

What then is there left for us to do in this diſaſtrous ftate 
wings? Indeed, Sir, I can hardly ſee one ray of hope. 
on would not hearken to advice in time. You would not 
fer any conditional terms of ſubmiſſion to your colonies. 
ou gave them no alternative, but independence, or uncondi- 


ce, and you cannot wreſt it from them. Sir, you know 
ly ſentiments upon this matter of independence; I have 
id them before the Houſe upon former occaſions. I con- 
fs, that I do not ſee the horrors attending the legiſlative in- 
ependence of your colonies, that many perſons do. If I 
vuld flatter myielf, that the Houſe would conſent patiently 
o hear ſuch a propoſitiot debated, I think their terrors woul 

| 2 e vaniſh ; 


Ii! 


Thope the time will come, when this Houſe will addrefs | 


Wat the head of the American department. I do not 


mation from the correſpondence of the plantation- office 
d before us. That information was partial indeed, and 


found to have ſecreted information from Parliament, which 


nal ſubmiſſion. They are now in poſſeſſion of indepen- 
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.vaniſh ;. and after all, you cannot help yourſelves, Then 
- no wiſdom. in declaring a thing inadmiſſible, that certau 
_ + aauſt and will come to paſs. It the Houſe would lend 21 
-2:. .- wFourable car to ſuch: a propoſition, I ſhould conceive a q 

of hope, that things might miltend well... 7, 
I have in my hand a propoſition, which I read e 

the Houſe laſt year, drawn up in the ſhape of A propok 
addreſs to the King. Perhaps a cooler reflection, ne 
the courſe of events which have lately happened, wi" 
the preſent ſtate of your affairs, may induce the Hoi 
to lend a tolerating ear. I will, with their permiſſion 
they ſeem not unwilling to hearken at ee. Mm AG 
parts of that propoſed addreſs, as contain the arguments f 
the legiſlative independence of America. If I were permitu 
] would recommend to the Houſe to lay ſentiments beluffi® 
the King to the following effect-— That all good goveni 
ment is eſtabliſhed for the ſafety and content of the peo 
as expreſſed by the general voice and common conſent of f 
members of any. cammynity; and that whatever ſuperinten 
ing power or controw.a parent ſtate may be intitled to, inth 

. infancy of any colony, as for the common good of any {ud 
| colony in its infancy, yet that the ultimate end of all colon 
i zation is, and ought to be, to eſtabliſh kindred; and derin 
| tive communities into perfect ſocieties, in the fullneſs of p 
pulation, ſettlement; proſperity and power. Theſe prin 
: ples are not only founded in the nature of mankind, but a 
=_ peculiarly applicable to our own coloniſts, who carried d 
_ with them, into their foreign ſettlements, the ſeeds of f 
- Britiſh conſtitution, which we flatter ourſelves to bet 

_ happieſt and moſt free in the world. Theſe colonies, und 

| the auſpicious and friendly eye of the parent Rate, have 

z _ length out-grown the anbec;ligics of their infant ſtate, al 
| approach to the maturity of ſettlement and population, 2 

all che arts of life; and thereby are become capable of tit 
glorious inheritance. of perfect freedom, which their part 
n= fate has in former times reſcucd out of the hands of tyrant 
with a view to aſſert it for the common good and uſe of mat 
kind, and particularly to tranſmit it entire to their own d 
ſcendants. As no country can arrive at its full perfeQu 
while it is confined in the powers of a free legiſlation reſpet 
ing the concerns of its own internal policy; and as the tal 
ſition of. colonies from the controul of a diſtant parent flat 
to the abſolute poſſeſſion, in full right, of all their legillat 
powers, muſt inevitably (at a certain period of enn 
| 1 : *2 e 


* 
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tween the parent ſtate and its colonies) diſturb, or at leaſt 
a time fuſpend, the harmon of affection and mutual cor- 


pondence of intereſts; and as the courſe of the preſen 
putes between Great Britain and her colonies, has led to 


at dangerous point of contention, which being originally | 


erent in the relation of parent ſtate and colony, now ſhews 
f fo ſerious in its aſpect, as perhaps to threaten, if not 
icably adjuſted, the ruin of one ar both countries; your 
mmons therefore think it wiſe and prudent, to follow the 
parently natural and unavoidable courſe of thing: ; and to 
tow upon the colonies an entire freedom of their legiſlative 
wers within themſelves; hoping thereby to lay a founda- 
n, for a perpetual and indifſoluble bond of affection and al- 
nce, in every reſpect as beneficial to both countries, as the 
nnexion which has hitherto ſubſiſted between them, in the 
tual relation of parent ſtate and colony; and with this ad- 
onal hope of permanence, that, according to all human 
udence, ſuch connexions, in which there is no latent prin- 
ple of future diſcord, may be truſted and relied upon, for 
e cordial reſtoration of peace, and for all the bleſſings of 
conciliation between this country, and the offspring of its 
n liberty, formed in. the perfect reſemblance of its own 
nftiturion, and tranſplanted into the new world of Ame- 
a. Your faithful Commons therefore humbly beſeech 
ur Majeſty, to order an immediate ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities 


America, for the ſake of preventing any farther effuſion 


blood; and to concur, with your Parliament upon the 
ound-work of the foregoing principles and conſiderations, 
laying a foundation for reconcilement and perpetual peace 
tween this country and America. h Mr 
To this propoſition | 
nt condition on the other ſide, a compact of trade to be ob- 
rved by the Americans, ſimilar to that which ſubſiſted be- 
deen the two countries before the rupture. Upon the ad- 
liftion of theſe combined propoſitions, I. would propoſe to 
ed upon them as fundamentals, in the. negotiation of a 
* fœderal alliance in all its diſtributive parts. 
Ir, I ſhould once more aſk. your pardon for 1807-168 given 
ou and the Houſe ſo much trouble. I am ver ſenfible- of 
ir goodneſs and indulgence, The refult of every argu- 
ent that T have ever offered to the Houſe upon American 
jets has been, by ſome caſt or other, to ſeek the practica- 
© means of reſtoring peace. It is, and ever will he the ſole 
belt of all my anxiety and labours in the public cauſe. | 


ion, Sir, I would annex, as the concomi- 


I will 
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1 wars 1 e ecially without 2 eiße terms o of ac b n 
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Lord. L 
he told tl ble 


cuſſion; when. they _ 7 y fag before then, a d coull ay 


"Gazette, where General Vaughan ſays, 
and When os. arrived there, they fifed from the windon 


4 
and that he iv” no fu nent Nene for burning dhe ih 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 
_ Imillnow, read to the Houſe the ſeveral motions which 
have to offer as they ſtand in order. 
That it is inion of this Houſe, that che farther " 
ſecutidn of the 255 
mous expence. 
Thatit is the opinion of this — that mo expences | 
anothet*campa pain. in the year 1778, added to the 'expry 
already incurred in the American war, may oribably arnqu 
toa ky not les hi FEED. EA and 40 millions ftcrli 


„ 


Mane 5 er ie, Pi SM open to the inſults or; 
tack of ap) 7 7 7 or inſigious enemy to this country. 

* That it 4 thi on of this Hoyfſe, that it is unbecomi 
the wiſdom A p dence of Parliament, to proceed any 
*thet in the f of this fruit} het, ex} enfive and gelten 


1 . 

1070 oth objected to the motions, becauſe he ad, ti 
ere but of time, and 1 im TOPCT. | He never heard Tuch 7 
tions made in à Houſe; they 8 for a Commit 
"As to 255 firſt, e faid, no one could object to it. He bu 
felf confefled; at It muſt be ” 7 tended with enormous 
pence, but. that 3 K was im r the Houſe, in hisq 


nion, to decide o on the next, WH 45 day of generald 


„„ 


able to de ine with p piety. 
here a )"M of bye-battle comme 
between him 4 10 and Liſburne,” on 2h aſſage in th 
| * went to "Fl 
a becauſe it Was a nur ſery for every Vital in the counl 
his men, which Brought Hr t. to the E ne ecefity f reducing 


place ts afhes.“ "Mr Bprke faid, ..this 8.55 was obſcd 


rne; ih privare,, conferred with him upon it; wh 
785 4, && c fat 90 f ove A. reaſon 851 
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chan had for going to Eſopus at all. The conteſt conti- 
F OT ny ET, 
ir George Savile ſaid, he wiſhed to bring back the atten- Sir George * 
of the Houſe to the queſtion, and aſſured the treaſury- Sevite. 
n, he would alſo pay them in good time, a very proper 
ö SWntion, After which, he, infinuated ſomething of im- 
hments, adding, that though the people of . were 
times apt to be mild, they were at other times as apt to 
n great heat. He ſaid, he agreed with his honourable. 
nd, whoſe calculations and labours he highly compli- 
ted, but he was not for treating with America as an inde- 
dent ſtate. NN | 1 57 
overnor Johnſtone ſaid, he would take occaſion from the Governor 
ght of the addreſs, which Mr, Hartley opened in his 7 es. 
ch to the Houſe, to give to the Houſe his opinion 
the ground on which any peace with the colonies 
d be made, He compared the rights and conſtitu- 
of which the colonies were, by law, in poſſeſſion, to a 
hold right, held from the original poſſeſſor, who had 
trechold, but a copyhold of defined and unimpeachable 
c, ſubject, however, to the condition of the tenure, By 
och as this ſort of rights (however it became fo) was infe- 
to a freehold, by ſo much more we were bound to guard 
maintain theſe rights of theirs under our protection. If we 
aded them, we thereby gave them a right to enquire, b 
at original right we aſſumed, that the tenure and their 
ts and poſſeſſion were of this inferior nature. We gave 
a right to reſiſt and to rebel. He could not therefore, 
aid, adopt the ideas of Mr. Hartley, at leaſt in the form ian 
ch they were contained in the draught of the addreſs, aas 
ut the colonies on the ground of independence. Though 
1bould always maintain the rights of the Americans, as 
Woniſts, yet he never could adopt the idea of their indepen- 
ce. He always thought the letting the colonies looſe, to 
dangerous meaſure. % : 
r. Barke ſaid, he thought [here he was called to order by Mr. Burke. 
"one! Onſlow, who ſaid he had ſpoken before, and that it 
FP 452inſt order to ſpeak again but the Hoblſt, altnoſt una- 
och called upon Mr, Burke to go on} it-ought-to be the 
of every plan of peace, to get the colonies as much ſub- 
tas we can keep them with their conſent, But at tge 
HT ime, he diſapproved of thus laying down lines and mea- | 
ein matters which muſt be determined as future events 
100 ud permit us to act. a 
ol, VIII. 8 Mr. 
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Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox faid, as ſo much had been ſaid about offer; 
terms, and nothing as to the nature of thoſe terms, he thoug 
this would be a proper opportunity, as there would he 
other before the Houſe adjourned, to give his opinion wh 
the terms ought to be---that he though we ought to g 
America perfes ſecurity on the ſubject of taxation and ji 
charters---that this would be the proper preliminary or 
treaty, for that however the people whoſe ſpirits y 
warmeſt in America might look upon independence, þ 
there were others who looked back to their old connect 
with this country, and that this meaſure would at leaſt (ſor 
vide America, I would treat with them on the very tap 
whether they ſhould be independent or not; but my wiſhi 
that America may remain dependent upon this country, 
am no friend to the independence of America; neverthel 
if no better terms can be had, I would treat with them 
allies. They might be good and uſeful allies, nor d 
fear the conſequence of their independence. 
- Sir JVilliam Gordon recommended coercive meaſures ; ! 
ped no treaty whatever would be commenced, until Amen 

had laid aſide her claim of independence. | 
Col.Oxflow. Colonel On/lxw cloſed the debate; and the queſtion be 
feverally put upon Mr. Hartley's motions, they were all i 
gatived without a diviſion. The Houſe was up at b 


o'clock. | ne 

mY December 6. | ſtiy 
No debate. Adjourned to December 10. a rat 
© | December 10. Io! 


As ſoon as the members had taken their places, MP © 

Mr. T. T. Townſhend begged that the miniſter [the noble Lord! 

Townbend the. blue — or ſome of his friends, would riſe and it 

if the report of an adjournment to take place that even 

was true, and that it was to be till the 20th of Janu: 

He aſked the queſtion thus early, that gentlemen might! 

informed of what was intended. He reſerved himſelf 

offer his reaſons why the adjournment to a remote day vo 

be improper when the queſtion ſhould come before = 

Houſe, 101 

LA. Nertb, * Lord North aid, he had heard ſuch a motion was inten 

| to be made, as ſoon as the order of the day ſhould be 6 
poled of. * 


Mr. Villa. Mr, Wilkes, I choſe from motives of 2 to delay! kn 


motion, which I mean now to ſubmit to the Houſe, till i'r 
eſtabliſhments both of the navy and army for the coli ene 


77. * 


ar were compleated. After ſuch prodigious preparations 
war, after every ſingle article, which the miniſters have 
ed, has been granted, and we are armed at every point 
the vigorous proſecution of hoſtilities, we may with 
re appearance of dignity hold out propoſitions for peace. 
ais Houſe, Sir, has voted 60,000 ſeamen, including near” 
ooo marines, above 20,000 effective landmen, commiſ- 
and non-commiſſion officers included, for guards, gar- 
ons, and the forces to be kept up in Great Britain, Jerſey 
d Guernſey. We have beſides in our pay five battalions of 
inoverians, actually in garriſon, to the eternal reproach of 
land, at Gibraltar and Minorca ; the various troops of 
elle Caſſel, Hanau, Waldeck, Brunſwick, Brandebourgh, 
ſpach, and Anhalt-Zerbſt, amounting'to above 69,000 
thoſe mercenaries : in all, a land army of more than 
ooo men. This Houſe has not yet been aſſembled three 
eks, and we have already voted away of the people's mo- 
no leſs a ſum than 8, 643, oool. I believe this is only 
> fixteenth day fince the opening of the ſeſhon, Every 
y of the preſent ſeſſion then has, on an average, coſt the 
pple above 500, oool. What a relief to their fears, Sir, 
l be the adjournment which miniſters have juſt men- 
ned, for near fix weeks? How much will it augment the 
ſtivity of the ſeaſon ! Yet, I fear, Sir, it is a mere tem- 
rary relief, Do not miniſters only retire to return with 
doubled fury, to lay freſh burthens and impoſitions on 
$ exhauſted nation? 2 
Amidſt all theſe amazing preparations for war, ſcarcely a 


ape, any one of our miniſterss What . ſingle ſtep 
8 been taken by adminiſtration to put an end to this rui- 
us war, and to prevent the farther effuſion of human 
bod ? A noble Lord [Marquis of Granby] on this ſide 
the Houſe, who is the worthy heir of the patriotic vir- 
s of an illuſtrious father, propoſed on the firſt day of this 
Hon an immediate ceſſation of arms, but the propoſition 
Is rejected by a great majority. Scarcely a hint of a wiſh 
peace has been made by any member of adminiſtration. 
will not, however, Sir, . Aiſpirited. Some late events, 
known to the Houſe at that time, may induce the mo 


ence of our imagined triumphs, we rejected with diſdain. 
ne preliminary of peace, which I ſhall take the liberty 


8 2 | | 


dught, or a ſigh for peace, ſeems to intrude upon, or 


lent to liſten to thoſe healing meaſures, which in the in- 


ſubmitting to the Houſe, ftrikes at the root of the _ | 
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millions of, freemen to be taxed at the arbitrary will 


common rights of mankin 


PARUIAMENTARY Au 


the confeſſed cauſe and origin of the American war, Wi: t 
can, Sir, the right of taxation, which is enacted in 

declaratory act, the repeal of. which I ſhall. preſently. n aſt 
J believe, Sir according to the forms of the Houle, I muſtii lar 
defire the Clerk to read the act. It is the 6th of the Ky 
chapter the 12th. '[The Clerk reads,] © To make la 
bind the colonies and people of America in all caſes un 
ſoever.“ I believe, Sir, this is the EE compendy 
of ſlavery ever Fuen It is the broaded baſis of tyray 

© In all cafes whatſoever !“ Therefore in taxation. in. 


pleaſure of this Houfe ; without a ſingle perſon to repre 
them, or to controul the expenditure. of their money! 
the Americans could tamely ſubmit to this, they would Be 
ſerve to be ſlaves. They ought to be more contemned ti 
the Capppadocians of infamous memory, who refuſed ih 
liberty which was offered them by the Romans, If we M1 
take a part of their property without their conſent, we ol ir: 
take the whole. It is impoſſible to draw the line. Ti 
Houſe might vote away the whole property of Ameri 
without the conſent of one man on that vaſt continent. I 
very ſuppoſition is e repugnant to every idea of ti 
ommon „ but © it is againſt the frand 
ſes of the land for freemen to be taxed but by their conſt 
in Parliament,“ as Lord Coke declares. We know. by f | 
law of England, that the Proteſtant ſubjects of our colo dev. 
in America are intitled to all the liberties, privileges, i t 
> he of the natural - born ſubjects or this kingaan 
e next ſtep to taxation naturally follows, Mila: 
might apply an American revenue to the advancement 
thier om profugate plans, perhaps to the ſame baſe pum 
ſes as the taxes levied among us, to the augmentation of 4 
enormous civil lift, to increaſe the overgrown influence iſ m 
the crown, and corrupt the repreſentatives of the peoples a 
Without this taxation we have experienced that the w fait 
7 of American induſtry centered in Great Brin 
do not intend, Sir, to go into a diſquiſition of the i 
queſtion, of taxation and repreſentation, nor the wretch 


nonſenſe of virtual repreſentation here of three milligns Wiſer 


our American ſubjects. I remember once before to hi 

fully argued thoſe queſtions. I ſhall. now confine myſelf b 

the repeal of the declaratory act, and the other · acts injua at 

ta the freedom of America. Without this repeal we cant 

J am ſatisfied, have peace, nor 1 believe would the. _ a 
I | | 


Ges 
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s treat with you on any other terms, They proceeded at 
beginning with wonderful temper and moderation; but 
aft they ſummed up all their injuries as compriſed in the 
laratory act, which they reprobated with ſpirit. While 

act remains in the ſtatute book, you never can think of 
negotiation with the Congreſs, The firſt Congreſs, 
ich met in 1774. acted with calm dignity and prudence, 
h moderation and Fe, They did not directly 
k the declaratory act. They knew it had paſſed in an 
iniſtration. compoſed of men, who declared themſelves 

ds to American freedom, and had actually repealed the 
pp act. They conſidered it as a Brutum fulmen on the 
of this country. * ſolicited the repeal of 
Boſton port bill, the Maſſachuſet's charter bill, that 
ſter of deſpotiſm and popery, the Quebec act, but 
paſſed over in ſilence the declaratory act. Vet, Sir, 

o' no expreſs mention was made of that act, they put in 
ſtrongeſt proteſt againſt the claim or exerciſe of any 
powers in their very firſt reſolution, It is of October 
1774. The inhabitants of the Engliſh colonies in 
th America, by the immutable laws of nature, the prin- 
s of the Engliſh conſtitution, and the ſeveral charters: 
ompacts, have the following rights, Reſolved, nemine 


„and they have never ceded to any ſovereign power 
tever, a right to diſpoſe of either without their conſent.“ 
i the year following the ſecond Congreſs, finding all 
x endeayours here for a redreſs of their grievances. in- 
tual, thought it neceſſary to hold out a kind of ultima- 
to this country, and to ſpeak the plain, full, manly 
age of injured freemen, In a “ declaration by the. 
klentatives of the united colonies of North America, 
met in Congreſs, at Philadelphia, ſetting: forth the 
cs and neceflity. of their taking up arms.” July 6, 1775, 
ſaid, *© We for ten years inceſſantly and inefftctually 
ged the throne as ſupplicants ; we reaſoned, we remon- 
ed with Parliament in the moſt mild and decent lan- 
e; Parliament have undertaken to give and grant our 
without our conſent, tho we have ever exerciſed an 
ve Tight to diſpoſe of our own property, &c.. &c. &c. 
Wy ſhould we enumerate our injuries in detail? By 
atute it is declared, that Parliament can of right make 
to, bind us in all caſes whatſoever. What is to defend 
punk ſo enprmgus,. ſo unlimited a power? Not gr 
| gle 


adicente, that they are intitled to life, liberty, and pro- 
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own burthens in proportion as they encreaſe ours.“ 


mahawk, in which they Ge ert. In this manner tf 


to us, and neutrality in our preſent unhappy diſpute # 
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gle man of thoſe who aſſume it, is choſen by us; or is ſi 
ject to our controul or influence; but on the contrary, th 
are all of them exempt from the operation of ſuch laws, 
an American revenue, if not diverted from the oſtenfſ 
purpoſes for which it is raiſed, would actually lighten th 


one ſtatute, the declaratory act, is the fountain, from when 
not only waters of bitterneſs, but rivers of blood, h 
flowed. | - 

J ought, Sir, in juſtice to the Congreſs, to take notig 
that even after this they preſented a moſt humble and du 
ful petition to the King. From the ill-judged reply of! 
American ſecretary, that no anſwer would be given, I i 
poſe every idea of obtaining a redreſs of their numen 

ievances vaniſhed. Vet in this very declaration they f 
« We ſhall lay down our arms, when hoſtilities ſhall ce 
on the part of the aggreſſors, and all danger of their be 
renewed ſhall be removed, and not before. I will ventu 
Sir, to do this much-injured body of men juſtice on anotlf 
ſubje& againſt the falſe and malevolent aſſertions of the | 
ble Lord [Lord George Germaine} at the head of the Am 
rican department. His Lordſhip declared to us, in expt 
terms, that the Congreſs had endeavoured to engage thel 
dian ſavages in their ſervice, and would have employed tia 
in the war, It is well known in what manner they muſt 
ways be employed, not in the uſe of the ſword: and bayont 
of which they are ignorant, but che ſcalping knife and | 


have been employed by General Burgoyne. The Congrt 
Sir, in the true heroic ſpirit of bravery, which "mercy 4 
ways accompanies, reprobated the idea of torture and 
elty. They determined on fair, honourable war, unitanWv1v 
by murder or maſſacre. I will convi& his Lordſhip on ich 
fulleſt evidence of the groſſeſt impoſition on this Houſe, 
of a violation of truth. The journal of the Congreſs, W"p: 
both that of 1774 and 1775, has been as regularly publullghOe te 
to the world as the votes of the Houſe of Commons are era. 
you, Mr. Speaker. In that journal of June 30, 1% che 

the following words: © Reſolved, That the commit rk fi 
for Indian affairs do prepare proper talks to the ſeveral tn: 
of Indians, for engaging the continuance of their friend 


Great Britain.“ This. was, Sir, after the provocation 
the repeated ſlaughter of their friends at Lexington, 3 


1777. Ar 


, and Bunker's-Hill. But, Sir, although the Congreſs 

uſed to aſk the barbarous aid of the Savages, the King's 
neral moſt readily and with eagerneſs employed them. 
boaſts of it in his proclamation of laſt June. No man, 
who has read that proclamation, and Major-General 
tes's letter, will ſhed the tear of pity over the misfortunes 
Mr. Burgoyne. Major-General Gates ſays, in his letter 
\uguſt 28th, to Mr. Prefident Hancock, © the horrid 
rders and ſcalpings, paid for and encouraged by Lieute- 
t-General Burgoyne, previous to his defeat at Benning- 
„ will for ever ſtain the honour of the Britiſh arms 
- houſe the parents with fix children were moſt cruelly 
chered.“ Is this, Sir, the mercy of the King, which Ge- 
a Burgoyne in his proclamation ſays, * his Majeſty's nu- 
rous armies and fleets in every quarter of America were to 
play, as well as his power and juſtice r*? He ſucceeded to 
tate, not to intimidate, his enemies. But, Sir, although 


reoyne, I truly commuſerate the ſituation of the troops 
h him. I regret the loſs of the brave ſoldiers, who pe- 
ed in the action, and I pity thoſe who ſurvive. I am 
y 800 valiant Engliſh and Germans were killed in a bad 
ale, in fighting againſt the beſt conſtitution on earth. 
it was inſcribed on the tombs of the three hundred Spar- 
s, who at Thermopylæ devoted themſelves to a glorious 
ch for the liberties of Greece, Paſſenger, go tell at 
arta, that we died for having obeyed her holy laws.” It 
ght to be engraven on the tombs of the eight hundred, who 
in the late action, . Paicenger, go tell in England, that 
died for having violated her holy conſtitution;“ for ſuch 
my opinion is the caſe of every man, who has in this civil 
ir drawn his ſword againſt our brethren in America, and 
iſhed in the conflit. The fituation, Sir, of thoſe who 
vive, is to be commiſerated, not ſo much for the calamities 
ich they have ſuffered, brought on by themſelves, as for 
e loſs of honour, which, we are rightly informed, has ac- 
mpanied the circumſtances of their defeat and ſurrender. 
he terms of the capitulation for General Burgoyne, and the 
teran troops under his command, are ftated to be, delivering 
„their arms, being permitted without moleſtation, to em- 
ik for Europe, and not ſerving againſt the Americans dur- 


bey haye agreed no more to face theſe cowardly Americans. 
bey conſent not to meaſure ſwords with their conquerors 
e A during 


n 


o not feel the leaſt ſpark of compaſſion for the fate of Mr. 


the war. They have then put themſelves hors de combat. 
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old oath of the ſovereigns of that country eſtabliſnied in 11 


which I did by oppreſſion. The Americans, Sir, I thi 8 


— — 


| PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 
during the war; not to make a ſingle effort to recover the 
loft laurels. If they had ſurrendered priſoners of war, thy 
might have been exchanged, and the fortune of war crowd 
them with future victories. That chance they have giveny 
as well as their arms. We have now ſcarcely a ſingle col 
pany of foot in arms in all the Northern colonies, excy 
F. The Engliſh at the battles of Preſton Pans a 

alkirk, ſuffered two meſt ignominious defeats. There! 
however no capitulation that the vanquiſhed troops ſho 
not ſerve againſt the ſame enemies during the remainder( 
the war. At Culloden they waſhed away the foul ſtain d 
that national diſgrace in the blood of thoſe perjured Scot 
rebels againſt a mild prince, and an equal ſyſtem of laws, | 
1s, Sir, very remarkable, that the ſame men, who ſtiled i 
Scottiſh rebels at that time inſurgents, now call the Am 
can inſurgents by the name of rebels. I will never, Men 
adopt the appellation. I think, Sir, the Americans . 
fighting in a good cauſe for the defence of their juſt privileg 
and chartered, as well as innate, rights. I am ſure WP" 
proudeſt and moſt deſpotic court in Europe, that of Vien 
would not have treated their ſubjects in the manner i 
court has treated the Americans, as rebels. When the m 
ſent Empreſs Queen, then only Queen of Hungary, ſucceed 
her father, the Emperor Charles VI. in 1740, ſhe ſecured 
affections of her Hungarian ſubjects, by readily taking 


The greateſt genius of Europe gives it at full length: f. 
or any of my ſucceſlors, at any time, ſhould attempt tol 
fringe your privileges, you, and your poſterity, are permittt 
bs Brine of this promiſe, to defend yourſelves, without bel 
liable to be treated as rebels.“ If her anceſtors had betn 
wile, the Houſe of Auſtria would never have loſt Switzeri ir 


are defending the privileges of every ſubje& of the Brit 
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I Voltaire ſays, **-Marie-Thereſe, epouſe du grand Dir 
Toſcane Frangois de Lorraine, gagna ſurtout Veſprit des Hong 
en ſe ſoumettant à preter Vancien ſerment du Roi Andre II. faith 
1222. © Si moi ou re bag uns de mes ſucceſſeurs, en quelquet 
que ce ſoit, veut enfraindre vos privileges, qu'il vous ſoit, pemũi 
rertu de cette promeſſe, A vous et A vos deſcendans, de vom bare 
fendre, ſans pouvoir etre traires de febelles.“ In the margin WWiniſtr 


_ taire ſays, © Serment ſingulier et qui ne devait pas I'etre.” Ppoubli 


Voltaire Siecle de Louis XIV. t. 3. p. 4% 
0 


T, 
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ire, If this country did juſtice to the fame ſpirit of free- 
in them, which we applaud in our anceſtors, we ſhould 
mire their heroiſm, and repeal all thoſe acts, wlygth are 
ly odious badges of ſlavery, particularly the Declaratory 
t, which is an invaſion of the people's rights. Till we do 
t, we can have no rational 'hope of any reconciliation. 


ſtances, which have been ated, and the late ſurrender of 
hole army, proves the abſolute neceſſity of terminating 
bloody civil war, this ſavage general Indian maſfacre. 

The Declaratory Act, which we had no right to paſs, will 
er be ſubmitted to by the freemen on tlie other fide the 
antick. The ſpirit of it is hoſtile in the extreme to li- 

ty. To bind the ſubject in all caſes whatſoever!“ It is a 

ter of ſlavery. I deny the principle of this a& as much 


liament. The gentleſt natures are too fond of power, 
ough they do notabuſe it, There are many things which 
lament cannot do. We cannot vote outſelves perpetual. 
cannot fill up our own vacancies, as the late Houſe of 
nmons indeed did in the caſe of the Middleſex election, 
all good men abhorred tlie uſurpation. We are merely a 
gated power from the people, and in that capacity only a 
d "2k of the legiſlature. We cannot then ſurrender 
r ſhare of power, by whoſe favour alone we acquire the 
it of giving any vote in this Houſe, It would be trea- 

and rebellion in the ſervant againſt the maſter, Can 
Sir, repeal Magna Charta? Has this Houſe the power 
ſtabliſn the Mahometan religion? Government is only a 
from the people for their good, and in ſeveral inſtances, 
Ir from pofleſſing an abſolute power, we muſt acknowledge 
ave no power at all, I will never admit arbitrary power 
f lodged in any man, or body of men. Many things are 
loſely woven in with the conſtitution, like the trial by 
they cannot be ſeparated, unleſs the body of the people 
feſsly declare otherwiſe, after free and full conſideration. 
re are fundamental, unalienable rights, land-marks of 
conſtitution, which cannot be removed. The omnipo- 
e of Parliament therefore, which is contended for, ſeems 
Re a falſe and dangerous doctrine. So 
tare great reverence, Sir, for thę memory of that Whig 
nitration, which paſſed the Declaratory Act. I ſpeak 
public man. I honour them for their ſpirited reſolutions 

; 'T | 


+ 4 a \ 
L VL, VIIL. againſt 


e deſperate ſituation of our affairs from the variety of cir- , 


ome as in America. We ridiculouſly bewilder ourſelyes - 
h frantic, high-flown expreſſions of the omnipotence of 
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againſt general warrants, and the ſeizure of papers, by wii 
the perſonal liberty of the ſubje&, and the moſt impor; 
ſecrets of life were rendered ſacred and inviolable. I high: 
applaud the turning the exciſeman out of private houſe Wiſp 
the repeal of the cyder-tax. The negotiation for the. 
nilla ranſom, which ſo deeply intereſted many of our braj 
men in the army and navy, revived under their auſpices, | 
alas! after many faint and feeble efforts, it languithed if 
expired. Many excellent regulations of trade and comme 
were made by them. But, Sir, I ſhould have thought nt 
their glories ſullied by the paſſing of this Declaratory J 
which enacts a claim of unlimited authority over the a 
nies, if I did not believe it was a kind of force on that adnurr: 
ration, a kind of compromiſe for the repeal of the St 
AR, which had thrown the whole empire into convulſ 
The Stamp Act ought to have been repealed on principles of 
ſtice, not expediency. I was abroad at the time, and may! 
been miſinformed; but if I am not, it was abſolutely neceſ 
to lay the ſtorm, which raged with the greateſt fury, both iſ a: 
among the merchants, and in America. The repeal was wan 
oppofed by ſome of the royal family, and the favourite in 
Houle of Lords, by his family and friends in both Houſes, lor 
the whole cabinet, the Lords of the bed- chamber, and ah 
all the King's and Queen's houſehold, Perhaps the-repeal 
not been carried but by the compromiſe of chis Declan ti. 
Act. I am ſatisfied that it was not meant to be acted wil 
The new miniſtry however in the ſucceeding year bull 
this ſolid foundation of a right to taxation, which they kd 
eſtabliſhed for them. They laid duties on tea, glaſz,! 
and white lead, painters? colours, and other things. 1 
right had been determined, and the only objections wllWopt 
could be made, were the inexpediency and impolicy of iu eng 
erciſe in thoſe inſtances, and at that period. ic I had beed 
England, Sir, at that time, and in Parliament, I ſhould r f. 
nuouſly have oppoſed the principle of the Declaratory Mat 
bur I was forced into a cruel exile and outlawry by the we t! 
kedneſs and injuſtice of one adminiſtration, and kept abroad r: 
the tameneis and timidity of another. I was perlecuted! 
extreme rage and violence by a ſet of men, who thought uu 
ſelves injured, and abandoned by thoſe I had effentially rhe cc 
who-beforc-encouraged me, and approved my conduct. m 
made their ſcape-goat, doomed to bear into the wildernels db 
| fas and iniquities of a great political party, when in opp» 
_ tion. Surely, Sir, their fins and iniquities muſt-have by 
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Jeep dye, and remain ſtill unexpiated, for {þ/e aries etiam 
ne vellera fiecat. I would, Sir, in this great buſineſs of the 


deal of the Declaratory Act, perſuade myſelf that there is 
t an obſtinacy of opinion, a tenaciouſneſs of adhering to 


at we have once done, merely becauſe we have done it. It 
-ms apparent, that we can have no peace till the accurſed 


Wins is removed from our camp. From that happy moment 


ould hope the rude clamours of war would ceaſe, and the 
ntle voice of peace be heard. I truſt therefore, in this our 
of diftreſs and diſgrace, in this time of confternation, 
re will be a perfect union of ſentiment, an univerſal con- 
rrence in this firſt preliminary of peace. | 
I have only mentioned, Sir, the repeal of the Declarat 
, but I mean afterwards to ſubmit to the Houſe the repeal 
the whole ſyſtem of new ſtatutes and regulations fince the 
1763. I fix on that period, becauſe the Congreſs com- 
ain of nothing prior to that æra. They have never hinted 
arepeal of the Navigation Act, nor any other acts before 


at year. In the petition of the Congreſs to the King, in 


ctober 1774, they ſay, from this deſtructive ſyſtem of 
lony adminiſtration, adopted ſince the concluſion of the laſt 
r, — flowed thoſe diſtreſſes, dangers, fears and jealou- 


that overwhelm your Majeſty's dutiful colonies with af- 


ction, and we defy our moſt ſubtle and inveterate enemies to 
ace the unhappy differences between Great Britain and 


eſe colonies from an earlier period, or from other cauſes 


n we have affigned, &c. We preſent this-petition only to 
tain redreſs of grievances and relief from fears and jealou- 


s, occaſioned by the ſyſtem of ſtatutes and regulations 


opted ſince the cloſe of the laſt war.” In the ſame year the 
dngreſs declared to the people of Great Britain, Place us in 
fame fituation that we were at the cloſe of the laſt war, and 
Ir former harmony will be reſtored,” Their language was 
actly the ſame in the following year, in their laſt petition to 
© throne, They were alarmed by a new ſyſtem of ſtatutes 
dregulations, adopted for the adminiſtration of the colo- 
es, that filled their minds with the moſt painful fears and 
alouſics,” Here then, Sir, Great Britain is at iſſue with 
e colonies. Repeal theſe injurious acts, and the former 
mony is reſtored, We ſhall hear no more of the ſword 


d bayonet on one fide, nor the ſcalping-knife and toma- 


Ik on the other. There will be no more effuſion of human 
00d, no heart-piercing cries of whole families moſt cruelly 
ered, or expiring under tortures. 

| { fear, 


139 


 - PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


J fear, Sir, that I have intruded too long an the patieny 
of the Houſe. I wiſh not to tire gentlemen, I am fur 
had rather hear any voice than my own. within theſe walk 
but I muſt beg on -this important buſineſs a little farther i 
dulgence, to give, as briefly as I can, a general account of 
other acts, which I hope will be repealed. I begin witht 
Fourth of the King, From that period of this inauſpicig 
and inglorious reign, a regular and uniform ſyſtem of atta 
on the rights and privileges both of America and Great hh 
tain has been, except during a ſhort interval, invariably py 
ſued, under the direction, I believe, of the real miniſter, 
ſhall now ſee how it has operated in a variety of acts agai 
America. The fourth of the King, chap. 15. is “ an 
for granting certain duties in the Britiſh colonies and plant 
tions in America, &c.“ Another act of the ſame yer 
chap. . 34, an act to prevent paper bills of credit, 
after to be iſſued in any of his Majeſty's colonies or pl 
tions in America, from being declared to be a legal tende. 
payments of money, &c.“ To the following year the“ 
to alter certain rates of poſtage,'&c.” In the ſixth oft 
King, “an act for repealing certain duties in the Bite 
colonies and plantations, &c. and for granting other duties 
ſtead thereof, &c. The ſubſequent year teemed with wii 
births fatal to American liberty. I mean the act to eni « 
his Majeſty to put the cuſtoms and other duties in the Bui #57 
dominions in America, &c. under the management of 0 
miſſioners, &c.“ I muſt, however, declare that I beheret 
idea of providing for numberleſs hungry dependants, f 
daily beſeech and befiege the miniſter, gave riſe to this 
rate, The other act of the ſame year, entitled, ani ( 
for granting certain duties in the Britiſh colonies and piu 
tions in America, &c,” I ſhall move to be only in part lion: 

aled ; for ſo much of it as relates to the duties upon m 

red and white lead, painters' colours, paper, paſte- boards, u 
boards, and ſcale- boards, is already repealed by the tent 
the King, chap. 19. Then, Sir, follows the act in mit 
eighth of the King, entitled, “ an act for the more ea ec. 
effectual recovery of the penalties and forfeitures inflicted c 
the acts of Parliament, relating to the trade or revenue , tha 
the Britiſh colonies and plantations in America.“ I kilo 
acts are objected to, becauſe duties are impoſed by them 
the purpoi® of raifing a revenue in America, they take WP '*ig 
the trial by jury, and extend the powers of the Admin", w 
courts beyond their ancient and legal juriſdiction, V on 


un ED A 6; 


fth of. his Majeſty, chap. 24, I propoſe to repeal, becauſe 
ons committing a variety of offences ſpecified in the act 
of this realm, may be tried in any county within the realm, 
sis directly contrary to the firſt principles of the conſti- 
on, which gives a right to a trial by a jury of the vicinage, 
are ſuppoled beſt to know the party. The ſame objec- 


a act for the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice in the 
s of perſons queſtioned for any acts done by them in the 
ation of the law, or for the ſuppreſſion of riots and tu- 
ts in the province of Maſſachuſett's Bay, in New Eng- 
.“ Another act, in the ſame year, chap. 45, takes away 
charter granted the inhabitants of Maſſachuſett's Bay, 
the glorious William III. The Quebec act followed, 
ch totally annihilated the mild and equal ſyſtem of 
liſh laws, and eftabliſhed French tyranny and the Romiſh 
gion in their moſt abhorred extent. The Romiſh clergy, 
the ſaid act, may claim to hold, receive and enjoy their 
ſtomed dues and rights, and no perſon profeſhng the 
uſh religion is obliged to take the oath required by the 
ute in the firſt year of Qucen Elizabeth, The miniſters 


lected by the Scottiſh father of this bill, and even, thoſe 
is own kirk in this inſtance, Then follows the ſweeping 
againſt the whole thirteen provinces, entitled, “ an act 
prohibit all trade and intercourſe with the colonies of New 
plhire, Maſſachuſett's Bay, Rhode Iſland, Connecticut, 
York, New Jerſey, Penſylvania, the three Lower Coun- 
on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
ith Carolina, and Georgia, &c.“ which trade and inter- 
it brought into Great Britain, communibus annis, near two 
ions annually, The laſt act I ſhall mention is worth: 

completing the black catalogue, It is the act of the la 

an, “to impower his Majeſty to ſecure and detain per- 
charged with, or ſuſpected of, the crime of high treaſon, 


terica, or on the high ſeas, or the crime of piracy,” which 
oy continued another year, It is ſufftcient to ſay of this 
that it ſuſpends the Habeas Corpus act, which Judge 
ckſtone declares to be a ſecond Magna Charta, and ſtable 


reign, no more than our liberties, There are beſides 
he, which I have mentioned, three other acts complained 
our brethren in America, The firſt is the Boſton part 


holds in full force againſt the act in 1774, entitled, 


he eſtabliſhed church of England were, as uſual, totally 


mitted in any of his Majeſty's colonies or plantations in ' 


wark of our liberties ; not very ſtable however, Sir, in 


act 
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: King, chap. 5. The act likewiſe © to reſtrain the 


three acts I therefore omit. Perhaps 40 have paſſed on 
33 


' theſe parties a hint or two? I think that they need not ql 


Hillſborough's circular letter to all the governors on the Mon a 
tinent and iſlands, has been brought into this Houſe for 


—— all parties, every gentleman, of the necefhty ( ed b. 


fer ments of our Sovereign. That let e concludes, ©! 


_ Majeſty relies upon your prudence and fidelity for ſuch 
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a& in 1774. It was repealed in 1776, but the ſubſtance 
it re- enacted in the ſame general bill, the fixteenth of | 


and commerce of the provinces of Maſſachuſett's Bay y 
New Hampſhire, &e, is exactly in the ſame predicame 
It was repealed and re- enacted in the ſame moment, 
third act alluded to, is for providing ſuitable quarters for 
ficers and ſoldiers in his Majeſty's Kerries in North Ameri 
It paſſed in 1774, and expired at Lady-Day, 1796. Th 


ſome other obnoxious ſtatutes ſince 1763; but I mean, 9 
to propoſe the repeal of the whole ſyſtem of the late An 

can ſtatutes and regulations, without which it is my Bxedg 
nion you can have no permanent tranquility, nor peace ind 
time. I believe the repeal of theſe acts the neceſſary found 
tion for a negotiation, if we are really in earneſt to rep 
our colonies, not to abandon them, or exterminate their! 
habitants. I would treat America as the ſiſter, not the fi 
ject of England. Bologna in Italy is ſtiled the ſiſter, not. 
ſubject, of Rome. I remember that city has ibertas in 
firſt quarter of her arms. I with it were in every quart 
Italy, of America, of the world. ten 
I was not preſent, Sir, in the Houſe laſt Friday eveni 


but 1 have heard of a curious political race here at that ii 


between two diſtinguiſhed parties in the oppoſition; as if ma 
miniſters were now fairly run down, and all that remain 
was to divide the ſpoil. I was told of very dextrous mani 


ment, of much cutting and ſhuffling, of propoſitions hinlhſv 


at, on one fide of abandoning the colonies on certain term 
advantage, on the other giving up ſome rights and enforcaphtri 
others with vigour. I have no connection with either pat 
nor with any part of the ſtate. Provoco ad populum will t 
continue my motto. But may I venture, Sir, to give 0 an 


rel yet, for hitherto I ſee no vacancy on the treaſury- e tl 


Another thing I would juſt mention. Both of them ſna er ti 
a little attend to the opinion of our common maſter. 


rious purpoſes. I ſhall now make uſe of it to convince! ll rea 


une it 
* 


prey reconciliation with our colonies, from the deci 


explandl 
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lanation of his meaſures, as may tend to remove the preju- 


es which have been excited by the miſrepreſentations of 
ſe who are enemies to the peace and prof 
tain, and her colonies, and to re-eſtabhfh that mutual confi- 
ce and affection, upon which the glory and ſafety of the 
tiſh empire A__. 7 „ 

believe, Sir, I have demonſtrated to the Houſe, that mu- 
| confidence and affection can never return between Great 
tain and her colonies, till this Declaratory Act, the root of 
evil, the foundation of this conteſt; is done away. We 
in a declining, and ſhall foon be in a deſperate ftate, if 


remedy is not immediately applied. I therefore think it 


clear duty, not only for the glory, but the very ſafety of 
Britiſh empire to move, that leave be given to bring in 
ll ts repeal an act, paſſed in the 6th year of his preſent 
jeſty, intituled, an act for the better ſecuring the depen- 
ey of his Majefty's dominions in America upon the crown 
Parliament of Great Britain.“ | 1 TOP 


perity of Great 


ord Beauchamp defended the acts, ſo ſtrongly condemned, Lord Beaun 


is opinion, upon little or no grounds, by the honourable champ, 


tleman.— He ſaid, the declaratory law became neceſſary, 
n the ſtamp act was repealed. He would not, he ſaid, 
tend to decide, whether the repeal was a wiſe or prudent 
ure, or not; but certainly the ſovereignty of this coun- 
would have been abandoned, if the Declaratory Act had 
maintained it. It was the opinion. which prevailed: on 
j fide of the Houſe, a very few individuals excepted. 
e law was no new law; it was only a declaration of what 
aw had been, and was, previous to its being paſſed, The law 
diſputed ; the true conſtitutional connection between both 
atries controverted or denied; Great Britain was there 


called upon to make a declarative aſſertiom of its antient 


bitable claim, which was the ſupremacy of its legifla- 
, and the dependency ànd civil ſubordination of bur colo- 
His Lordſhip 200 

re the Houſe ſhould become neceſſary, now was not the 
per time, the 2d of February being appointed a day of ge- 
ll enquiry, he ſhould therefore put a negative upon the 
on as premature, by moving the previous queſtion, 


ing, if any ſuch propoſition as that 


rd North ſaid, he was for the previous queſtion, for ſe Ld. Nets. 


l reaſons. His Lordſhip obſerved, that the motion now 
rd by the honourable gentleman went only to a repeal of 
tie laws paſſed reſpecting America, ſinee 1763. 
ae it to ſo ſhort a 3 Why does not the honourable 
4 | gentleman's 


- 
1 . 4.4 
\ 
* 
* * 

. 


ang broke the laws, juſtly forfeited, his crown. He replid 


When it didarrive, he ſhould moſt chearfully co-operall 
the deſireable work of peace.---On theſe grounds, he 
however, for the preſent, vote for the negative propoſe 
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gevtleman's motion go back to 1662? Why does it not g 
the repeal of the Navigation Act, the Poſt-Office Ad, 
Slitting-mill and Hat-manufactory Acts, the Act for reſt 
ing the paper - currency of the colonies, and to ſome oth 
a like ſort, which affert, as ſtrongly and as roundly a; 
ſubſequent law, the ſupreme power of this country, « 
bind America in all cafes whatſocver, and our power to 
them, at leaſt ſo far as may be neceſſary to the regulatia 
their commerce, and the ſecuring to us the monopoly of th 
trade, I can aſſure the honourable . gentleman, that h 
miſtaken, if he thinks a partial repeal will content Amerg 
the Navigation, and every other reſtrictive act, muſt firſtly 
way to their unreaſonable demands; and, with them, the 
vereignty of this country. He ſaid, the motion was uk 
ſonable, and ill- timed, nor would he ever conſent to a fit 
one, if there were not ſtrong reaſons to believe, that a rx 
of thoſe laws were the only unpediment which ſtood ut 
way of a return of our colonies to their antient ſtate of q 
ſtitutional obedience and dependency. His Lordſhip 
ſwered Mr. Wilkes, relative to his long diſtinctions on WE”: 
and Tory principles. He denied, that James the Seca 
conduct was juſtified on Tory principles. The mods 
Tories were lovers of law and legal liberty; they provell 
for when that infatuated monarch endeayoured to trample 
the laws of the land, they deſerted him, — That Prince, 


ſome other parts of Mr. Wilkes's ſpeech, and aſked. him! 
had, not one tear to ſhed for that ill-fated General, Mr. il": 
goyne! His. Lordſhip begged, however, before he fat 
not to be underſtood that no motion of conceſſion, on uni 
ground to that now before the Houſe, could be made 
propriety, at any future period.---He meant no ſuch til 
propoſitions for treaty and conciliation might become ud 
ſary. The, moment for making of them would dependy 
circumſtances; thoſe circumſtances muſt ariſe out of the MI 
of the war; from domeſtic fituation ; from the diſpoſition. © 
both countries.---That moment was not yet arrived; 
it ſhould, it would come accompanied by its own realonz 
would preſent itſelf in a different form from the preſent 


his noble friend. 


om. Nn AT E 


— 


yiſm; ſaid, he deteſted the memory of that weak tyrant, 
es the Second, and the whole Stuart race. He ſaid, by 
ecing with the preſent motion, we ſhould loſe nothing 
he was certain, from the beginning, that the conqueſt of 
nerica was totally impracticable; but in the preſent deſpe- 
e ſituation of public affairs in that country, it was not 
akneſs or abſurdity, it was madneſs in the extreme, to en- 
ain a ſingle expectation of ſucceſs, - 

rica ; and hoped to be 1n force, or have ſuch a force, in the 
rſe of the enſuing campaign, as would enable us both to 
r terms with dignity, and enforce an acceptance, ſhould 
erica refuſe to liſten to reaſonable terms of accommoda- 
with ſucceſs. He again repeated, that the motion was 
2aſonable;z and recommended to the Houſe to ſuſpend their 
gment, till the whole of the preſent campaign was ended, 
that we had proper and authentic information to proceed 
Dn 


kes, immediately to abrogate the declaratory law, and all 
er oppreſſive acts againſt America ſince 1763, he took no- 
of the amity which has this ſeſſion been exhibited in ſuch 
ly colours, when either of the two noble Lords at the head 
dminiftration has ſtood up to explain the conduct of his 
league; he compared their cordial affection to that of 
lades and Oreſtes of old; or rather imagined it might, in 
end, match the fable of the twin- brothers of antiquity, 
or and Pollux; one of whom was doomed to ſet in utter 
kneſs before the other could riſe to the aſcendant, and 
ie forth with celeſtial majeſty and ſplendoumr. 

uch has been ſaid upon the employing of ſavage Indians 
he preſent unhappy conteſt ; and very oppoſite ideas on 
t ſubje&t have ariſen among gentlemen of exalted charac- 
in either Houſe of Parliament. That every exceſs and 
ence 1s juſtifiable in carrying on a war, I can never ad- 
it is contrary to the maxims of the ſoundeſt writers on 
and peace; contrary to the principles and practice of 
moſt renowned and enterprizing commanders throughout 
ages of the world. What deſperate extirpator of the hu- 
n race ſince the days of Hercules and Theſeus, has waged 
with the dead? or flead the ſkin from the temples of 
ol, VIII. U innocent 


Mr. Miltes replied, with ſome warmth, upon the ſubje& of Mr. Villers. 


Lord North replied, he did not yet deſpair of gaining A- 14. Nortb. 


onourable Temple Luttrell. After aſſigning his reaſons Hon. J. 
voting in favour of the motion made by Mr. Alderman Lætrrell. 


— 
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innocent women and children? or ripped open their bodie 


ſtrious dictator, Camillus, is given us by a celebrated 


tation of the term, allowable. . In every conte: 


a” 


_ dloubred conftitutional rights; they fight pro aris & 


PARLIAMENTARY A. i 
a 
banquet on their entrails? Such acts of brutal ferocity h 
been reſerved for the allies of modern Engliſhmen and Cu 
ſtians, againſt their fellow-ſubje&s on the other fide of! 
Atlantic ocean. RecolleQ, Sir, one of the greateft gener 
that ever lived, nobly refufed to avail himſelf of the treachs 
of the King of Epirus's phyfician, though he might there 
have taken off the moſt powerful enemy his country had ei 
contended with. And the following obſervation of that il 


NG 


tiftorian, who with juſt and animated encomiums has 1 
recorded his fplendid ſeries of victories and public. triam 
„ War, fays Camillus, is at beſt of à ſavage nature; 
wades through ſeas of violence and blood ; yet, even war 
its laws, from which men of honour and true martial gal 
try will never depart; nor will they purſue the paths of 
queſt through deeds of horror or perfidiouſnefs.” I co 
is difficult, perhaps impoffible, to draw a preciſe line hon! 
certain inſtruments or modes of war are, in the general ac 

Fuck i 
depend upon the nature, circumſtances, and object of 
quarrel. Sir, if a band of ruffians ſhould break open] 
dwelling-houſe, with intent to fteal your effects, perhaps 
prive you of life, and you could arreſt their purpoſ: 
tempting them with a deadly chalice in their way, would 
even upon the ſtricteſt rules of chriftianity, ſcruple to 
yourſelf of ſuch preventive artifice? But, were you a 
upon to ſtake your life againſt an adverſary for mere mi 
of punctilio, do you not conceive, that the ſame {pint 
principle of honour which urged you forth into the fel 
combat, would reftrain you from the plots of a dark all 
and cauſe the feelings of your foul to revolt againſt any! 
dictive barbarity ? We, Sir, avowedly fight againſt en 
and truth, We, Sir, avowedly fight for falſe dignity, 
mere feather, The colonifts wage defenfive war againl 
invaders of their country; againſt the violaters of thel 


The Indian favage oppoſed to the German favage, tie 
-veriomed arrow or poiſoned fprings, might in them be det 
juſtifiable expedients for ſelf-preſervation, that param 
law of nature. But the honourable member who made m 
motion before you, has proved, that the Congreſs atteil 
only to negotiate a neutrality with the Indians. if 
*Congrels abhorred the thought of thoſe ſavages being 
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ties in our unhappy diſpute. How then are theſe ſangui- 
ry proclamations iſſued in Canada, and the uſe of the to- 
hawk and the ſcalping-knife, which indiſcriminately but- 
er the innocent with the guilty, (ſparing neither age nor 
x) to be juſtified before God or man? Theſe excruciating 
ſtruments vie with the wheel for ſuch lingering tortures as 
xe milder laws of tender-hearted Engliſhmen have hitherto 
ways conſidered as too horrible for the guilt even of our 
oft atrocious convicts beyond the crimes of a Gardell, 
John the Painter. What can be ſaid, Sir, to extenuate 
e guilt of the mimſters facing me; who, viewing the 
eadful effects of their tyrannical and opprefive mandates 
rough the perſpective of their political ſyſtems, were deter- 
ined nevertheleſs to plunge their country in all this miſery, 
d ſtill madly perſevere, without deigning to hold forth to 
e much injured coloniſts, any explicit and rational conditions 
With permifhon of the Houſe, I will now ſay a few words 
to the employing of Indian favages during the laſt war 
th France, and ſhall ftate poſitive facts only, leaving all 


ar me. ; | © * 

So long ago as 1725, the French inſtigated the Canada 
lians, and thoſe of the eaſtern provinces in general, t 
urder and ſcalp the Britiſh ſettlers in New-England. One 
ther Ralls, and other bigotted Popiſh miſſionaries, were 
ad among the leaders of theſe inhuman tribes ; and France 
aſtantly ſupplied them with arms and ammunition. In 
4, previouſly to the breaking out of the war, the Indians 


ety of barbarities. ey deftroyed, at one time, a 
ole ſettlement of Moravians, who ſaid, they truſted to 
Lamb of God ;” and with the true patience and ſubmiſ- 
Lof lambs, were mercileſsly butchered, after their women 


ce of the unfortunate cataſtrophe of General Braddock, 
the ſummer of 1755, many of our people were flaughtered 
be French Indians. The year following, on the taking 
Ofwego by the French, our ſick and wounded ſoldiers, 
le they lay in the hoſpitals, were likewiſe {lain or ſcalped. 
ne months after which, ſabſequently to the capitulation of 
it William-Henry, the troops of that garriſon, who had 
| down their arms, underwent a like unhappy fate. Sir, 
inhabitahts of 8 conſidering that nothing 

| U. 2 | | Was 


ral comments thereupon to the reflections of thoſe Who 


the Delaware were inſtigated by the French to commit a 


infants had been ſcalped before their eyes, In conſe- 
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came into office; for he was firſt appointed ſecretary of ft 


Indians within humane bounds, he had the pleaſure to nh ne 


tion. 
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was more juſt than that the necis artifices ſhould periſh by they 
own expedients, did, very ſhortly after Braddock's defeat, i 
the Maſſachuſetts Bay and colony of Virginia, by authori 
of Provincial aſſemblies, enter into an alliance with many i 
the Indian chieftains, endeavouring to gain over, by treatig 
and preſents, their old allies, the Six Naſows. Sir Willi 
ho. wh + was the principal manager and negoriator on tha 
ervices. Before this ſtep of retaliation was acceded toh 
the Britiſh provinces in general, ſeveral Indian Sachems hy 
fairly repreſented that, unleſs the Engliſh, colonies would en 
ploy them, and afford proper ſupport, they muſt neceſſar 
unite themfelves with the enemy. The colony of Mai 
chuſetts Bay then offered a premium of gol. currency for er 
male Indian above 12 years old, belonging to France, tak 
priſoner, and 4ol. for every ſcalp, The Virginia cola 
ve ſimilar rewards; ſo that all this work of blood was beg 
(though perhaps in ſuch a caſe indiſpenſably neceſſary ond 
part) before a noble Earl in the other Houſe of Parliame 


in December 1756; and the continental war of Amen 
againſt France in its outſet, whether right or wrong, with 
the Indian maſſacres attending it, can no more be laid at! 
door than the continental war of Germany. He found bd 
were too far advanced for him to have undertaken an enti 
alteration of their plans or operations. St 

But, Sir, that he was ever forward to correct, ſo far a1 
him lay, the brutal outrages of this cruel mode of war, m 
convincing proofs can be given. I ſhall now only 1nftanc 
letter (inſerted in the London Gazette) bearing date YM kin 
tember 8th, 1760, and ſent by Sir 23 Amherſt to Mou 
Secretary Pitt, on the ſurrender of Montreal: it does Hes 
nour to the humanity both of that great commander, and iſe re 
minifter to whom the letter was addreſſed. The Gend 
fays, that “ through Sir William Johnſon's care to keep! 


IE 


\. 0 
” W ” 


+ He had reſided for many years, / previous to the wa, (wit 
the banks of the Mohawk-river, and traded extenſively with the mar 
dians. He was much eſteemed by them; ſpoke their various 


guages fluently, and was the only man on that continent, whe {elf t 


chriſtian or ſavage, who could keep their cruelty within bounds. Wioſiti 
amiable conduct at the reduction of Canada, under the auſpice 
the then miniſter, Lord Chatham, deſerves the warmeſt comme 


1 
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tell, that, fince the Britiſh troops under his command had 
| in the enemy's country, not a peaſant, woman, or child, 
ri bcen hurt, nor a ſingle habitation burnt.“ 1 
yd hus much J have judged it proper to ſay, in juſtice to the 
aul t ſtateſman, and trueſt patriot, that this nation—perha 
other on the face of the globe---was ever bleſſed with. 
> praiſe of ſo inconſiderable a perſon as myſelf, can add 
little to his fame; yet I may congratulate Parliament, 


the whole empire, that his mind, at an advanced age, ſtill 


Ii { 


ful ſtruggles with bodily infirmities, he ſeems to have 
n miraculouſly ſnatched out of the jaws of death by an all- 


> his country a ſecond time from foul diſgrace and the 
kk of perdition. The ſuperintending genius of this one 
and an immediate repeal of all your injurious American 
ſince 1763, may poſſibly yet reſtore to us the thirteen 
plted provinces 3 and when we ſhall be again united in 
ty, I would recommend a votive column to be ereQed in 
province, of fimilar import to that which the Roman 
te, apprehenſive for the liberties of the commonwealth 
a ſtanding army, cauſed to be placed on the boundaries 
taly, towards Ciſalpine Gaul; and which remains to this 
day in the road leading from Rimini to Ceſina: It con- 


parricide, whatſoever citizen of Rome ſhould with a mi- 
ry force croſs the Rubicon. 0 . 
at ſecurity have we now in theſe iſlands, better than 
kind aſſurances of the Houſe of Bourbon? Nine-tenths 


es diſtant, The Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 
e repeatedly thought fit, beth in this Houſe, and in ano- 
r Houſe of Parliament, to ſtate the royal navy for the pro- 
ion of Great Britain and Ireland, to be actually manned 
h near 33,000 ſeamen and marines. A noble Earl who 
des at the Admiralty-board, affirmed in public, that 35 
os of the line of battle, out of the 43 now in commiſſion, 
(without making over any freſh hands) as well equipped 
manned for action as any 3 8 whatever ſent out of 
ar ports during the laſt war, n the other hand, I pledged 
ſelf to Parliament, that this was a daring and dangerous 
bofition ; I defied the Commiſfioners of the Admiralty to 
e in the names of 20 ſail of the line out of the whole 
ber commiſfioned, that have in fact their proper war- 


ins its ſuperior ſpirit and vigour; and that, after many 


ciful Providence, for a no leſs glorious purpoſe than to 


5 to the infernal deities, as guilty of inexpiable ſacrilege 


your army, and near half your fleet, are many thouſand - 


I c mplement 
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complement aboard. At length, I have been ſo fortuny 
to obtain from government the only clear and fit vouchen 
the real ſtrength ef your ſhips of war; and after accum 
examining the ſeveral weekly accounts brought to your u 
| —— I preſume too are ſcarcely made out to diſparage 
fervice) I find that all the ſeamen now aboard your 
within the home ſeas, which fleet conſiſts of 105 fail ( 
yachts, &c. included) would be little more than ſufficien 
complete the war-complements of the 43 capital ſhips of 
fitting out. Where then would be your frigates for they 
tection of your trade? I have in my hand a corre& liſt of 
beft manned ſhips among them, conſiſting of twelve me 
war of 74 guns, fix of 64 guns, and two of go guns; 
theſe twenty ſelect ſhips, of which ſome are upon cruizg 
the Channel (if I allow for a trifling ſurplus aboard the! 
and Bedford) want about a thouſand mariners to com 
their war eſtabliſhment. The reſt of the line of battle l 
employed, are infinitely more reduced in numbers. But, 

a thorough inveſtigation of this important ſubjeR, and af 

uiry into the expenditure of the many millions gra 

by Parliament for ordinary charges of the navy, extra 

. nary eſtimates, wages at 41. per month each man, &c, | 

will, I truſt, be thought to merit the ſerious attention of 

independent country gentlemen in this Houſe at ſome fu 
-day. | | | : 

- [Here Mr. Luttrell handed over to the Speaker's table 
lift of 20 ſhips of the line, which came (according to 
official papers from the Admiralty) the neareſt to a 
complement of ſeamen, ] | 

Sir, as I would wiſh on all occaſions, in my public ci 
city, to render a juſt tnbute to public deſert, q muſt d 
in touch upon the article of Scotch cannon, 1. 
within theſe few days, made a particular enquiry into thei 
and management of the Carron foundary ; and I find, 
the very induſtrious and reſpeQtable gentlemen who pn 
over it, have derived, from the accidents and loſſes I fom 
mentioned in the Houſe, the great advantage of being led! 
a thorough inveſtigation of the nature of the metal of wi 
theſe guns are compoſed ; fo that their caft iron is now fl 
dered of a very ſuperior temper and quality; and ther 
proved proceſs has, by recent experiments at Woolwich, 

elſewhere, ſo far anſwered their - moſt ſanguine hopes, 

they / come up (I am told) to the Spaniſh proof, which l 
higheſt proof we know of in the univerſe for iron orcnal 


by mts Cato A — 
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whenever the firſt Lord of the Admiralty ſhall, in his 
Nc character, become (like the Scotch cannon) diametri- 
y the reverſe of what he has hitherto been, no man here 
| with more ſincere pleaſure, riſe up as a member of Par- 
dent to give him ample commendation, than I ſhall do. 
ſerve, it is already ſettled - the miniſters, and, of courſe, 
a large majority of this Houſe, to adjourn till after-the 
riſtmas holidays, ſo late as to the 2oth of January. We 
e I find, no hopes whatever of effecting any good purpoſe 
ontinuing to fit, and this adjournment may therefore be 
hly proper, as it will at leaft hinder Parliament from do- 
any more miſchief for theſe {ix weeks. Let me remark 
the gentlemen on the other fide of the floor, that it will 
"me them not to ſpend the „ ſeaſon in gambols 
arouſing, but rather to reflect upon the direful conſe- 


nces of their unconſtitutional, oppreſſive, and ſanguinary 
incils; and, reviewing their own gazettes, to weep over 
gallant ſpirits, who, under General Howe and General 
goyne, have been ſacrificed to unparalleled folly and 
r| of power. I can tell thoſe obſtinate miniſters, that a 
le Atlantic of tears, would farce ſuffice to expunge the 


n of their crimes from the annals of the Engliſh hiſtory. 
Mr. Fox, The noble Lord in the blue ribbon has diſco- Nr. Fox. 
d the prettieſt method imaginable to recover America. It 
I muſt confeſs, a new way; but what of that? it is a for- 
le, and for that reaſon a ſucceſsful way? How does his 
(ſhip mean to treat? Why we have been beaten retty 
rably, One general and his army are loſt, the other is 
ounded and in danger; when the other ſhall be loſt, then 
be the time to treat. We have been unſucceſsful almoſt 
very thing; but it ſeems, by the noble Lord's new logic, 
have not yet been unſucceſsful enough, He was very ſe- 
e on his Lordſhip's want of candour, and his eternall 
tting his ground, ſo as never to permit himſelf to be tied 
n to any engagement. If treaty is ſpoken of, his Lord- 
p wiſhes for it, and the end propoſed by it; if war is ſpo- 
ef, his Lordſhip promiſes ſucceſs ; in ſhort, whether it 
conqueſt, unconditional ſubmiſſion, treaty, conciliation, 
ation, ſovereignty, or treating with rebels with arms in 
ir hands, he is for every one of them, and for none of 
m; but that which immediately anſwers the temporary 
poſes of debate; that of voting in a majority; of keeping 
place by keeping his friends together; of urging the vio- 
| nt = lent, 
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Mr. Cruger, Mr. Cruger.. 


| 3 in caſe of a future treaty, it muſt be abandom 


himſelf, we may diſcover a diſpoſition for peace. Adveri 
may have taught adminiſtration wiſdom, It is unfortu 


which now prevail, directed their counſels in an earlier f 


of the controverſy, it might have been long ago amici 


che aſſembly of New- Vork (a mode of application pogo 
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lent, ſoftening his antagoniſts, and meeting exactly the it 
ofthe moderate. . 

He differed, he ſaid, from the honourable gentleman y 
made the motion, in his cenſure of the declaratory ad. 
was moſt certainly a wife and neceſſary meaſure, at the tu 
Tt would ſtill have continued fo, if it had not been folloy 
by an act for levying certain duties in America, for the g 
pole of raifing a revenue, contrary. to the good faith of f 
country, and the profeſſed underſtanding of both country 
An opportunity however preſented itſelf, within a few ye 
after, for rectifying that blunder; but the noble Lord inf 
blue ribbon, that being the firſt year of his adminiſtraty 
ſtrongly reſiſted the propoſition of a total repeal ; and wa, 
a great meaſure, feſponſible for all the conſequences whi 
have fince happened. He was ready to acknowledge, t 
the fituation, of both countries had undergone a very on 
alteration, ſince the paſſing oſ the declaratory law; and 


ut he could never agree with the honourable gentleny 
that the law was tyrannous and unjuſt ; that it was the or 
ſource of our preſent troubles; or, that in the preſent þ 
of things it would be prudent to begin with a repeal of 
It might be neceſſary to repeal it; but the whole fuby 
ought to be conſidered in one view; and a proper attent 
aid to what we were likely to gain, as well as what ni ec 
e proper to 3 l fue 
am glad to find, from the argum ra 

which have fallen from gentlemen on both ſides of the He 
this day, that the expectation and confidence of repreli 


the reſiſtance of North America by force of arms, are en 


dually decreaſing ; and, from the language of the mio: te 


for the nation, however, that their knowledge has been w. 
chaſed at ſo dear a rate, Had the ſame temper and ur 


ſettled : but the voice of peace was loſt in the deluſive proj 
of inſtantly reducing the coloniſts to “ unconditional ef 
miſhon,” Their ſupplications were fruitleſs ; an atten tl 
to their complaints. was deemed derogatory to your ( refi 


When I had the ſatisfaction of preſenting a petition be 


„ OL 


and encouraged by miniſtry) unfortunately for this na- 
„though it contained the molt explicit acknowledgment 
he ſupremacy, the favourable moment for treaty was neg- 
ed: for by uſing with contempt the only legiſlative bo- 


onſtitutional manner,” you drove your friends to deſpair, 
expoſed them to the derifion of the neighbouring colonies, 


 prediftions of gentlemen on this fide the Houſe were de- 
ed, and the pride of conqueſt preferred to the 1 of 
dnciliation, The event, however, has given you melan- 
y proofs of your error, You have had the Americans 
ated againſt you as one determined body, convinced that 
Ir liberties were not to be obtained by petition, but by 
wu bord. Vour military operations againſt them have had 
cler effect than to weaken yourſelves, to teach them how 
ar, and to render their union more perfect. 
am ſorry that we have this day an opportunity of deri- 
on arguments againſt coercive meaſures from the diſhonour 
cody incurred by the Britiſh arms, and the ineffectual ſuffer- 
gu and waſte of the blood and lives of men, whoſe courage 
capacity merited a better cauſe, Would it not have 
n wiſer to have recovered their former affection, by re- 


cnWepeal of the act againſt which they complain, would have 

ee to this purpole ; but, alas! A different path has been 
ſued, every ſtep of which has been marked with blood and 
race, and carried us further from every hope of ſucceſs, 
at greater folly could there be than to expect to force a 
eee into a friendly union with you, to entruſt their rights 
e more into your hands, and ſubmit their property and 
sto your government, by deſolating their country, and 
ading famine and death over their land !--- And, Sir, 
it are the laurels which you have acquired in this deſtruc- 


aa varfare? You have'ſubdued---not their armies, but the 
1 | remains of their affection to this country, their reve- 
e for its laws, and confidence in its generoſity. 


jut admitting, Sir, that your arms had been attended with 


e flattered us with; had the Americans been diſpoſed, 
n their defeats and ſufferings, to ſue for peace; what door 
refuge has been opened to them? What explicit terms 
e been propoſed to them? What ſecurity that they ſhould 


| be treated (innocent and guilty) as a conquered people 
* o Fil. nn 


who had ventured to addreſs this Houſe for relief in a 


your armies were then entire, and deemed irreſiſtible. 


ving their apprehenſions of danger to their deareſt rights? 


the ſucceſs which the moſt ſanguine advocates for war 
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your protection, any encouragement to others to imitate th 


the oath of allegiance; no proviſion for the ſecurity of th 


| * | 
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and. ſubject to whatever yoke their haughty victors mig 
have been pleaſed to impoſe on them? 1 

Sir, it was madneſs to expect that men who had taken 
arms in defence of their liberty, ſhould eafily be induced 
throw them down, and ſubmit to their conquerors, eſpecil 
when they had ſo little to hope, and fo much to fear, 

Was the treatment of thoſe who did put themſelves unk 


example? I cannot find that the citizens of New-York, 
their fingular loyalty, have yet been rewarded with the 
vantages of civil government, or a reſtoration of their eu 
merce. No: nothing leſs than implicit obedience has Hi 
expected! They have had no favour held out to them, 


Tights ; no ſolid baſis for a ſettlement of the diſpute, 

From ſuch conduct, Sir, what evidence could the otherq 
lomes deduce of your lenity, or diſpoſition favourable tot 
liberties 2 By embracing your cauſe, they expoſe themf 
to the vengeance of the Congreſs, to have their properties 
queſtered, and their perſons impriſoned. And, in retun He. 
their allegiance, what have they obtained ? They may ind 
have the great happineſs to rely on the generofity of ti 
conquerors, and be content with ſuch a conſtitution, i 
ſuch portions of liberty as you may hereafter be pleaſdiſit 
deal unto them. | | t 

Good God! Sir, can it be expected that men with arm 
their hands, irritated by repeated provocations, and ff 
with ſucceſs, will ſurrender to you on ſuch conditions? m 
the groſſeſt folly to imagine it. Change then your ſy 
reverſe thoſe abſurd and pernicious meaſures; for, if the col 
dence and affection which we have loſt are yet to be regunſur 
it can only be by giving them the moſt undeniable pil 
that you wiſh not to oppreſs them; that you are willing ar 
remove every ground of complaint, and to afford then ro 
ampleſt ſecurity for their privileges in future. f 

Sir, I can perceive no method ſo conducive to this el 
as that propoſed by the honourable gentleman who made 
motion,” and has ſupported it with ſuch force and correuiun: 
of reaſoning, and good humour and Attic wit: the nd 
ments which he has juſt advanced muſt convince every can im 
mind of the inexpediency and oppreſſive nature of the Jan c 


wave all queſtions of your authority and right. Pe 
ought now to be our objeR, and it is a ſufficient reaſon fot 
\ | 11N1MW 


mediate repeal, that thoſe obnoxious acts are an inſur- 
zuntable bar to reconciliation, and have loft you the hearts 
three millions of ſubjects. While they continue in force, 
u have to combat all America in union againſt you. | 
Sir, from my connections in America, 1 have had an op- 


vnWrtunity of collecting the ſentiments of men of all orders 
parties, and have reaſon to believe, that independency is 
„t yet the great object of the majority of the people; but a 


ted and unconquerable averfion to thoſe impolitic acts 
yail in every mind. Can there then remain a doubt 
ich to prefer? To carry on a war, which has hitherto pro- 
ed you no ſucceſs, with the principles and ſpirit of the 
ple invincibly oppoſed to you; or to appeaſe their jealou- 
s, and cultivate a return of their friendſhip? _ | 
T earneſtly wiſh to impoſe this important diſtinction on 
> minds of all who hear me. If your arms are unſucceſſ- 
|, diſgrace and ruin are inevitable; but a generous, though 
ffectual attention to the complaints of an injured people, 
ever honourable. You have made a full trial of the one, 
d fatally experienced its futility, Make then an experi- 
nt of the other, while it yet remains in your power. Sa- 
fice to peace! not the blood and treaſure of this kingdom 
t the lives and happineſs of our fellow ſubjects in America; 
t a train of acts and meaſures, which have been barren and 
ficacious, or productive only of miſery and diſgrace. | 
The Attorney-General Mr. Thurlow | threw the whole Me. Toure 
ame of the war upon thoſe miniſters who repealed the ſtamp 
t; and if the great miniſter had continued at the helm, i, 
a0 planned that act, his firmneſs and wiſdom would have ; 
ured obedience without bloodſhed; but as the Americans 
d denied the ſupremacy of this legiſlature, and had recourſe 
arms, arms could alone decide it now; and the moſt vi- 
rous exertions were neceſſary. | 
Sir William Meredith replied, that whatever exertions were Sir William + 
ceſſary, this day could not be a fit time to determine upon * 
force that was neceſſary to carry on the war. When we 
nd by experience that fifty-five thouſand men and one 
ndred ſhips of war were inadequate, were we now to affect 
impotent parade, of carrying on this war with a diminu- 
n of ten thouſand of the braveſt and beſt diſciplined of 
ir troops, commanded by a general, as accompliſhed in his 
n protethon, as admired in the ſenate, beloved and revered 
private life, and who had done all that courage, abilities, 
d diligence could do, to have brought his campaign * a 
tter 
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better iſſue. No part of our diſtreſſes could be imputed; 
General Burgoyne. 1 

As to the effects of the ſtamp act, he himſelf (in c 

junction with Sir George Savile) had conducted the enqi 

that led to the repeal, He appealed to that honounl 
gentleman and others, whether, if that meaſare had be 
perſiſted in, America would then have reſiſted? She d 

tainly would; ſhe was * armed, and determin 

The repeal procured the bleſſed effect of peace, and in ti 

happy ſtate we might have continued long, if the got 

ment of this country would have refrained from their i 
fpeculations and definitions of ſupremacy, which have broy 

on this fatal war; ſupreme power can neither be defi 

nor limited, nor extended by argument and by aſſertion 

it conſiſts not in ſpeculation, but in action; events alonet 

quire the exerciſe of it. No man can deny in theory 
fupreme, unlimited power of the Britiſh legiſlature; butt 
execution of that power is a truſt delegated by the pen 

and to be guided by principles of liberty and juftice, 

only. for the people at large, but to have reſpect to the i ou 

| of every individual intruſted to our care. oY 
Mr. Adam. Mr. Adam made ſome ſevere reſtrictions on Sir Wil 
Meredith, for deſerting his principles, and his friends | 
miniſters, 1n the hour of their diſmay. 

Sir Willam Sir William Meredith replied, that inſtead of deferting! 
AMeredich. principles, he adhered to them. That he had oppoſed 
_ declaratory act, though brought in by the minifter un 
whom he held an honourable and agreeable employment, 


| 
| 


That he had never voted for any one meaſure that ten ent 

to create or to ſupport this war. as 

x That at the beginning of this unhappy buſineſs, he deiii ne 
to reſign. — | ch | 


That he did not quit the miniſters in their hour of dint 
but in their moment of triumph, for he reſigned on the! 
tification of the laſt ſucceſsful accounts from America. 

The previous queſtion was put, and carried by a f 
majority. | 3 

Lord - ord Beauchamp then made a motion, that the H. 
cbanp. fhould adjourn till the 20th of January. His reaſon 
the adjournment, he ſaid, were principally theſe the! 

plies were voted, the uſual buſineſs before the Chrill 
receſs gone through, and however ſome people might a 
tiate or enhance the misfortune of the Canada expediti 


th {© BAT E-C 
a no buſineſs of moment that called the attention of 
lament ; and his great reaſon for wiſhing to have it ad- 


ned was this, that as a general enquiry was appointed, 
ought to be given for the men in adminiſtration to pre- 


tt ſhould we do here, when probably it would not be one 
in ten, that members ſufficient to conſtitute a Houſe, 
d attend; and it would not be infiſted he preſumed, 
matters of the moſt ſingular importance, matters he 
free to ſay, on which the deareſt intereſts, nay the 
v exiſtence of the nation depended, were proper to be diſ- 
ed in a thin Houſe : nay the fact was, that Parliament 
nothing to deliberate upon, till accounts of importance 
ald be firſt received from America. | 

r. 7. Townſhend objected very ſtrongly to the motion; 


irs, would, in his opinion, be a very improper and ha- 
lous meaſure, and which miniſters ought to venture on 
| caution. He thought the adjournment ought to be as 
t as poſſible, even from day to day. It was indeed mat- 
of aſtoniſhment, that any one who had the honour of 


very ſtrong againſt adminiſtration, and hoped, he ſaid, 
the neceflity of keeping the members in town would ap- 
ſo urgent at the preſent criſis, that even the miniſter's 
t ſteady and approved friends, would deſert. him on the 
ent occaſion ; he owned, that this motion daring and ab- 
las it appeared, in ſuch a ſeaſon of national calamity, 
nevertheleſs not unaccompanied with a circumitance 
ch ought to give pleaſure to every real friend of his 
try; it portends, the falling of the curtain, the exit of 
e weak, obſtinate, and improvident miniſters, who have 
en this country into its preſent diſtreſsful ſituation. Mi- 
ers are not able longer to face their adverſaries in Parlia- 
t. They fly from public obſervation, and enquiry, 
brood over their approaching diſgrace in a kind of poſi- 
| deſpair : they tremble for conſequences, they have 


* the abiligy to provide againſt, nor the fortitude to 


dr Geerge Savile ſaid, that for his part, he ſhould be sir Serge 

med to face his conſtituents, if he had given a vote Savile 

neglecting his and their intereſts at ſomomentous a pe- 
Du when 


an adjournment of ſix weeks, in ſo critical a fituation of Townſberd. 


Majeſty's confidence, dared adviſe ſuch a meaſure. He 


157 


i Lordſhip was ſeconded by Earl Nugent, who ſup - Earl Nu- 
ed the propriety of the motion, and emphatically aſked &“. 


- 
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when the very exiſtence perhaps of the empire was at flih 
Lord Beauchamp replied ſhortly ; ſaid, that all the ng 
Lord Bean- ſary buſineſs of the Houle was finiſhed; that nothing d 
.. amp poihbly happen during the receſs, of ſuch a temporary 
emergent nature as could call for the inſtant advice of! 
lament. The worſt or beſt that could happen was pron 
- againſt; and no new meaſure of importance, it was 
known, could be adopted without the concurrence of! 
liament. | 0 
Mr. Coventry oppoſed the motion warmly. He q 
Mr. Cen- tended there was no inſtance of ſuch a proceeding, takin 
. all the circumſtances, in the records of Parliament, 
time of war, of the moſt lamentable ſpecies of war, a« 
war; a threatened rupture with cur powerful and u 
enemies, every branch of the houſe of Bourbon, to met 
the 20th of November, and adjourn the 1oth of Decen 
for fix weeks. He did not wiſh to embarreſs adminiſtrat 
at this time; he wiſhed rather to ſmooth the ruggedp 
vernment were obliged to paſs over; but moit certu 
if ſome very cogent reaſon was not advanced in ſuppot 
the motion of adjournment, or precedent quoted to jul 
he ſhould give it his hearty negative; if there ſhould oſt 
was ready to give it his hearty aſſent. 
Lord Advocate of Scotland, ſupported the motion on the ill 
Lord Adve- lowing ground, that it would be highly improper, tot 
© cate of Scot- at this particular time, into any enquiry relative to the 
duct of the King's ſervants ; becauſe, ſuch an enquiry * 
involve in it, that of our officers and commanders abroah 
their abſence, and while their duty required their at 
dance in another place; while in fact, they were engage 
the very ſervice for which they were to be cenſurcd. 
ſuch an enquiry ſhould at any future time appear nectl 
it ſhould be a previous condition, that the officers Wi 
conduct was involved in that of miniſters, ſhould be pn 

not only to inform Parliament, but, if circumſtances 
tor it, to anſwer for, and juſtify themſelves, Nothing 
this could take place, within the ſhort period aſſigned l 
receſs. He ſhould therefore, give his vote for the moti 
adjourment 175 . 
Mr. Burke moved, that the motion be amended by Ed Us 
Mr. Burke. out the 20th of January, and inſerting inſtcad theredt 
| words this day ie'nnight.” He ſpoke ſtrongly again 3 
language held this day by che miniſter, His Lan che 
8 eterd 
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rmined, he perceived, to keep his place at all events; 


ther treaty or war ſhould be the determination of that 
ic, che noble Lord was prepared. But let the noble Lord 


ver ſo pliant, how was he ſure tkat America would treat 


him, or any of his colleagues in office? He ſuſpected, 


oh America were ever ſo willing to treat, and the noble 


| and his friends ever ſo willing to ſacrifice and give up 
t they called the right and ſupreme power of this coutry, 
egotiation could pothbly ſucceed in their hands. The 
nies were ſo often deceived, abuſed, and triffed with, he 
certain they would ger liſten to any propoſals of peace, 
eyed through ſuch a channel. He infiſted, now was the 
er time for enquiring, when one army was annihilated, 
her beſieged, and our natural and avowed enemy 
ance] negotiating a treaty with our colonies, perhaps 
negotiating but even perfeCting a treaty by which Ame- 
will be irrecoyerably loft to this country. If this was 
e ſtate of our critical fituation, which he verily be- 
d it was; ſurely it was a proper time for enquiry, not 


adjournment of {ix-weeks, He was remarkably ſevere 


n Lord North, and after repeating his former aſſertion, 
It upon his Lordſhip's expreffion, that he meant to make 


dofitions of peace, and appealed to the good ſenſe, experi- 


and obſervation of the Houte, whether it was within 
moſt diſtant views of probability to expect that he 
ſe impotence, incapacity, obſtinacy, or 1nattention, 
been the cauſe of every meaſure, no matter whether it 
accommodation or coercion, was the the proper perſon to 
bole any future meaſure leading either way. The plea 
ontended was monſtrous, the expectation in the higheſt 
ee improbable and abfurd ! 5 | 
ord Nerth replied, that he never meant by what he ſai 
egotiate away the right of this country. He appealed 
e Houſe if his words were not, that he thought we 
at have ſuch a force in America as would be ſufficient to 
enable us to offer terms to our rebellious ſubjects, con- 
atiy with our dignity, and with the ſovereign and con- 
ling rights of this country. He ſaid, that every argu- 
It offered againſt the motion, went to prove nothing, 
campaign was already terminated. France did not 
ſt us; nor did he believe either France or Spain had 
laſt intention to moleſt us; but whether they had or 
not, we Were prepared; and would during the receſs 
wh as if Parliament were actually fitting. All the public 
. . ä buſineſs 
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4 Lord North, 


| By 5 
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buſineſs was done; he meant all that was uſually done in 
early part of the ſeſſion. For his part, therefore, he cu 
not perceive the moſt diſtant motive for objecting tot 
motion, nor did he hear a ſingle ground for the ame 
ment. If upon a full enquiry after the receſs, meaſures d 
conſequential and important nature ſhould become neceſix 
the committee for an enquiry into the ſtate of the naty 
fixed for the 2d of February next, would be the prox 
and only proper place and time, to diſcuſs and deliberate.“ 
them. His | ordthip gave a particular explanation, to mi 
had fallen from Mr. Burke, relative to a ſuppoſed intent 
in him, of negotiating away the rights of this country, 
order to keep his place. What he meant was, that he hy 
the campaign had produced events, which would enable 
to prepare and enforce a conciliation, with the colonies, 
true conſtitutional grounds. That he never thought of mi 
ing any propoſitions, till the fate of the preſent campa 
were known, nor then neither, if it thould happen during 
receſs; but after the holidays, when the whole of the) 
military operations, and the intended meaſures, could c 
together properly before the Houſe, he would then more! 
Houſe to conſider of what conceſſions might be proper to 
made the bafis of a treaty, and he truſted yet, their end: 
yours would prove effeCtual, in bringing e a perman 
peace, and union between both countries. 
Mr. Foæ controverted almoſt every thing offered by. 
noble Lord. He infiſted that the Rente of Bourbon 
hoſtile; that they only waited for a favourable opportu 
to break with us; and that favourable opportunity wi 
preſent itſelf the very inſtant the firſt bad news arrived i 
America. He entered into ſeveral explanations, and ſeem 
from motives of generous pity, to have directed his gall 
attacks againſt the great financier, ſooner than prels | 
cloſely on the American miniſter. He reprobated| the} 
of the noble Lord's offering himſelf to be a negotiator; | 
ing he ſaid well convinced, that the Americans would n 
liften to any treaty coming from his Lordſhip. He was“ 
noxious to them, and if he perſiſted to retain his pret 
ſtation, as miniſter ; it would moſt certainly prevent eſt 
accommodation, which came recommended to them, . 

man whom they ſuſpected, deteſted, and deſpiſed. 
| The queſtion being put a few minutes before ten o'c 
upon Lord Beauchamp's motion of adjournment, the He 

divided ; Ayes 155, Noes 68. 
Adjourned to January 20, 1778. 
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6 troops 1ſt July, 1777. Lieutenant General Burgoyne 
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Major General George Preſton 


* 
\- nards two 10 Ditto, Com manded by Brigadier Gen. Edw. Mathe 
* Foot 10 Ditto, Lieutenant General Studholme Hodgſon 
| lo, — — 10 Ditto, Lieutenant Gen. Right Hon. Hugh Earl Percy 
1 — 10 Ditto, Major General Richard: Preſcott - . 
0, nn — 10 Ditto, Lieutenant General Edward Sandford 
— — lo Ditto. Major Gen. Right Hon. Rd. Earl Cavan 
io bo, =— — 70 1ſt April 1777, Major General James Giſborne — 
— — 10 itt July 1777, Lieutenant Gen. Honourable Rob. Monkton. 
— — 10 Dito, Lieutenant Cen. Honourable Thomas Gage 
— — 0 Ditto, General Honourable Sir William Howe 
I — 1 Dito, Major General Lord Adam Gordon 
0, pn — 10 Ditto, Major General Eyre Maſſey - 
; — — 10 Ditto, >lajor General Charles Grey 
| — — 10 Ditto, Lieut. Gen. Rt. Hon. Charles Earl Cornwallis 
; — — 7 Ditto, Major General Henry Campbell 
5.— — 10 Ditto, ajor General Sir Eyre Coote — 
— — 10 Ditto, Major General Robert Pigot — 
— — 10 Ditto, Colonel Sir Robert Hamilton, Baronet 
— — 10 Ditto, General Lord John Murray — 
— — 10 Ditto, Lieutenant General Hon. George Carey 
— — 10 Ditto, General James Abercromby 
— — 10 Ditto, Lieutenant General William Haviland 
— — 10 Ditto, Major General Honourable John Vaughan 
— — 10 Ditto, Major General Hon. Alexander Maitland 
— 10 Ditto, Lieutenant General John Clavering 
— 10 Ditto Major General Mariſco Frederick — 
— 10 Ditto, Major General James Grant 
9— — 10 Ditto, Lieutenant General Sir John Irvin — 
5 ſecond 3 1ſt April 1777, Major General James Robertſon — 
. third Ditto, Colonel John Dalling + © 
fourth 10 Ditto, Brigadier General Auguſtine Prevot 
— — 18 1ſt July 1777, Major General Francis Grant 1 
— — 10O Ditto, Major General John Pomeroy - 
— two 20 Ditto, Major General Simon Fraſer - 
1 firſt 10 Ditto, — - 3 - 
5 ö ſecond 10 Ditto, — — - - 
Wwericans 6. Ditto, Lieut. Colonet Joſeph Gorham, Commandant 
ſecond 10 Ditto, Lieut. Colonel Allen M Lean, Commandant 
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1 iſt Battalion Grenadiers 11 44 ß, c $3 59 
2d Battalion, 10 22 „% 442 
Brigade Guards, — 0 2 o 9. 12 85. 35 19 
2 egiment, — uu 1 0 1 i 109 
23d, — — 0 0 0 8 T 9 291 
* 28th, — — 0 Ty TI 1 5 1 24250 65 40 
4% th, — 11 3 1136. 
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4th 37th, — Oo O 1 4 3 1 1 O 19 16 289 61 53 
? } 46th, — -  < 12 I 2 1 % 252 
64th, — 0 0 0 27 
ad Bat. 7 iſt, — — 0 0 4 11 3 2 2 2 4 47 25 868 47 25 
Total Britiſh Infantry : 13 20 121 214 %; 23 25 16 452 319 8009 452 319 
Heſſian Yagers — I 8-8 C2326 
2 J Lining — o 1 o 5 «x ä 300 9 301, 65 
= 8 þ Minigerod 414 3 295 +3 
20 Lingerhe e O 1 O 4 41 3 3 1 3 35 16 306 
Reg. Dee Corps — 1.0 1 4 4 376 
Ditto Donop — „0 1 Z 3. 8 {$0 339 111 _ 
Ditto Mirbach —— —— o 1 1 [5 4 420 a 
Batt. Loos — 1 1 1 3 3 - 0 40-473 
Anſp. Yagers —— —— o o o „ =. 6 2 67 6 2 
Total Foreign 4 8 4 33 3; 338M + 8 7 25 360 144 2952 360 144 


- 


Total Britiſh and Foreign 5] 21 24 154 247 129 4 463 10961 812 463 


I 6th, or Queen's Light gens. 


. Officers preſent Efe is 1 Officers preſent 
7 — ccmncs I q * — 
. Staff Non Com. Rank and * 5 E Horſes Commiſſion Staff Perſe: 
— 222-20. 80 F —— — — 7 N — — 
© 9 
2 = 
E 3 5 8 8 
8 8 =. 23 EE 4 8 
5 8 T —_ * 3] 0 _.. J 8 
r tix, 221 
= > 8 3 7 S ST *. 6 * 2 SS 8 
ESE SSIS EE EEZESES EL TERE SAGE SSL 
SEONG S208 523 S dss 
4 — „„ 1 2 I 4 16 7 295 29 3 61 308 — 1 18 38 


N. B. The Queen's Atnerican Rangers, or Provincial Corps, conliſting of 176 Rank and Fil 
are not included in the aboye Return. 1 ER. 
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Eſſedt we, Serjeants, Drummers, Rank and File 
1 


d of the 8 8 Sir William Howe, encamped at 
f Penſylvania, North-America, October 13, 1777. 
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—— '& Abſent by Priſoners 
eſent and fit for pr 577 On command Leave and Re- with the Re- Sick Wounded Total Epectiuie 
tyof each Brig. employ cruiting bels | 
—  _—_—_— — — — — — x 7 m — — — — — — \ —ů —-—H—B Ä 
Iz 2 5 > Sam S a $ 2 
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E 7 3 -4 16 9 3  9y- 6 -$23 236 a 620 
19 % - 24 ©  & @ © # as XR „ FS a ü 
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| 6 @0. 1 0: 20 / 1 60% I Go 392 
4 999 og o 3 o 25 V1 ß Ra _ =_l E_v_CnxSCC__S 
224-2. 3 £3 RM. % 2-8: a6 8 m6 
60 ͤ ß 0 M ͤ R= „ D $6 uy 395 
JFF 3 1 1 % M 
%%% f] o 0 + m2 48 00 4-36 8 361 
Z oe on 8s 3.4 WES 2 3 4-0 75“ 405 
„% O 3 1 227 o Gͤq , p __Aama_< _NCC_a_sT 
W 22 1 3 ⏑— "10 nl 
4 1244 © & 3 o mw Ä (w; 40-3. VS no 51 
F J 5 >. -M „% 164; ͤU—ae) 26 an 2 08 
f ·⁰=g 8 ¾̃ t! 1: 3 0 $36 ¶ ff. , ES 
6 0. 3. % 6 4 7x; NES 37. 2 0 T a 360 
63 hy 0:0. 1% 9. 2 0 1 d LS 
1 2 1 o 6. 5:4 WG ð V ⁰ͤm. w:]! Jy  GwoacC_CaC_Q_QC CC w_s_ 
3 _ 17 111ͤĩ — 9: 4+ 2 PPT “. 
26 . 434 0-0 0 2 43 100-7. 3. 28 WY 3 $7 $0 am 
319 8009 4 4 39 15: 372 27 39 111 % 672 440 11582 
0 8 25-0 ‚ ‚ ? 03 . 1 0: 28G 2a Ja 
6 VVV 6 „ 0 x 44+ 08 388 
22% ¾ 9 $- 6 4 o % o 063 p ee Ts 
8 o 6: 1 ᷣ 1 0: 6 << RS $0 » ! 395 
% % O 0 27. 0 éê. © $2 --15: 
TECC E -@- > o r oO 20 527 
7 > oe © © 3r 0. 0 I 0 RT $5 ͤ UU 23 an 509 
e 0 O o 48 oo 0 © ͥ h , _____ www 
0 W 3 @: . 1 2 14 a 3 7 2 88 
264 2003 0: 1 2446 - 6 © o e - 6 2 53 410 150 5007 
463 10961 4 4 59 16 606 27 39 111 35 20 1674 83 47 2453 62 5 780 1082 590 16589 
Royal Artillery. 
E feaive Non- commiſſioned Offcers, Rank and File, F. rt and Drummers 
'Perſent fat for — On command Sictgabound. Total Ea: 
2 2 
SL 
A 
. 
J 8 E N 8 VL 8 1 
2 8 Ty V D „ * 2 2 - L 2 2 > 
, LEYMMD 
&FE SE EE ESE EE EEE SEE ERS 
SSS SAS SAS een 
18 38 49 370 3 7. 12 9 14 59 1 its. 30 27 57 116 575 8 19 


| File, fit for _} 


4oth Regiment. 


Under he 1 of Major Simcoe, Captain in the 


WILLIAM HOWE. 


a: 
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State of the Troops, Britiſh and 


No 7. 


n, under the Command of Gene 


: 


went ©: 4 
pope — | 28 * 7 ö 
Preſent and fit Preſent and fit for 
Commiſſion Staff for Duty Duty af each Brig. 
pu | — — 2— — 1 
8 V : 
& S 8 — =. 
2 — 2 : : ow Y J | 
* > S 
= BU Y . 2 Y D, TD — N : N 
8 8 EN BEES YE 484 8 8 x 
1ſt Battalion Light — rr 1 — 7 S 21 534 | : | 
2d Battalion ditto, — 0 0 2 : | 0 1 1 2 0 = II $35 | 68 3. 1989 
1ſt Battalion Grenadiers, 115 1 „ 36 503 f 64 105% 
2d Battalion ditto, 11 — d 2; 492 Fa, 
Brigade of Guards, — 2 O O 10 10 2 2 1 3 35 20 841 35 20 811 
8 Regiment, 10 4 — io 2 
1 23d, — „; 9 0 0 — 17 323 | 
| * 28th, — — Oo I - —_——— 72+ x7 2 205 22 „„ 
49th, — — Oo 1 1 5 — x7 8.143 - 20 
5th, — . Oo 1 4 1 I I I I2 5 253 
roth, — — O O O 5 f I I O 1 1 14 13 240 | 
S 2d, ; 27th, — 0 I O 5 J 0 O O 1 0 17 13 236 > 72 51 1135 
2 40th, R — O 1 1 4 f 0 1 1 1 1 14 = 250 
[<4] b 55th, — — O0 O 1 3 f 1 1 1 1 1 15 12 206 N 
Sen — o 1 0 3 —_—  : :- 1 1m <} - 
n 104 7 , . 8 1242 
30. 42, 11 81 b —Z ß $78 "4 4 * 
44th, — 60 1 1 6 —_ 7 / 
33G, — 1 0 5 Vn ; 2 
37th, — co 0 1 4 77 rr «Ü LL. 1230 
4b, 46th, _ 1 2 — ᷣ v t 4 55 ; 
64th, —_— 0 } I 3 —_ 7 3-29 -:25: 372 
7th, i ) I I CES: x : 3x 19 17. 296 
5th, { 26, 1 3 J ³˙ t 25 112 51 41 9:3 
63d, „„ : + 00 .0 I I 16 11 312 | 
: 7iſt, 7 ES T3 no 2 1 2 3 42 24 912 42 24 go 
Provincial, Queen's American Rangers, o o 1 CAS x 7: x 2x 26 1x 328 26 II 318 
| | | Total Britiſh Infantry S126 j22 161 12 4 27 25 232 26 567 386 9910 567 386 99:0 | 
= £ Chaſſeurs n z 60. 14 543 60 14 43 
Heſſian Linſing — — Oo 1 0 2 . ᷣͤ v 77 
— Minigerodde —— — 0 o 0 1 —© 7:7: 2 1 ies 54 _ &1 
£ 2 Lingerke — 00 4 1 1 I 3 38 18 337 hy 
I 1 89 4 . %%% $1 - 175 mm 
Q . Donop — o 1 3 !! 1 4a 
Steins, Mirbach — — oo 3 — —_ 97 19 
Woellwarths — — 2 1 2 6 | F — +4 5 0-4 
1ſt Batt. Anſpach — © 0 j 1 3 J # 36 7 288 
2d Batt, ditto . 2 VVV 68 19 PO 
— | y 
Total Foreign 6 3 7 32 6 11: $ 35 478 184 3893 478 184 3893 
Total Infantry 9 19 29 193 344 22 33 36 40 61 1045 570 13803 1045 570 13803 
Light Dragoons 
Officers Þ — EffeAive Officers preſent 
Commiſſion Staff Non Com. Rank and File Horyes Commiſſion Staff 
— — f 4 d —— — — — — — —— 7 
* a p 
V 
D 8 > 
2 * Q 2 2 
3 S 8 © Q 
| 8 wy S SJ S E 8 S — =s 
We ; & iQ 8 => E X 2 
r ft _ 41 8 S 
Regiments, YE EE EE ES VERY FC 1 3 8 I. Q 
EF} ES ESE DTESL: 
S) S % 8 5 13 5 8 38 2 N * >= S 8 YL S S 8 | HM : 
16th, 1 | 6 3 29 0 756 308 168 20 = 2 = ,* 8 H 2 , 
1 Di; 5 297 42 7 Da-T G8 - 
17th, bs | 33 73791599 9 18 J&S % 3 
. PEST 2 2 2 11 28 — 
| RS 8 8 15 | 2 12 540 71 53 83 747 327 48 375 — 2 2-2 2 71 
. * — — 
i Th . N. B. The Sick and abſent Officers are not 
: "A Egg e Queen's American Rangers included, being the only Provin 
| Battalions are wanting to complete in their f 
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eneral Sir William Howe, encamped at Philadelphia, Dec. 14, 1779: 
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are not included in the above Return. | 
Provincial Corps that encamp and do Duty in the Line here. | Si 4 


their dank Companies, The flank Companies of the 54th, not being attached to the flank Battalion, are returned 
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166 PARLIAMENTARY A, 


Account If the Savings out of the Grants made by Parliament far the 
of his Majeſiy's national Troops, from the 29th of September, 
zo the 29th of September, 1777. 


Reſpits made in the ſubſiſtence of the augmentations to the fo] 
ing corps, for the year 1775, purſuant to his Majeſty's warrant, d 


the 20th of January, 1777. 


Iſt, Duke of Argyll's firſt battalion royals 5 

Duke of Argyll's ſecond battalion royals 388 1 

2d, Lientenant-general Sir Charles Montague's foot 488 1 
Ath, Lieutenant-general Hodgſon's foot 631 
sth, Lieutenant-general Earl Percy's foot 631 
6th, Lieutenant-general Sir William Boothby's foot 641 
2th, Colonel Richard Preſcot's foot 631 
8th, Licutenant-general Armitrong's foot 631 
10th, Licutenant-general Sandford's foot 631 
'13th, Honourable licutenant-general Murray's foot 381 
14th, Lieutenant- general Cunningham's foot 631 
1th, Lieutenant-general Earl of Cavan's foot 631 
16th, Lieutenant-general Giſborne's foot = 
17th, Lieutenant-general Monckton's foot | 631 
21ſt, Honourable licutenant-general Mackay's foot 325 
22d, Honourable lieutenant-general Gage's foot 631 


23d, Honourable lieutenant-general Sir William 


4 Howe's foot 631 
25th, Licutenant-general Lord George Lenox's foot 388 1 
26th, Lietenant-general Lord Adam Gordon's foot 631 
27th, Major-general Maſley's foot 631 
28th, Major-general Erle's foot | 631 
_ 29th, Lieutenant-general Evelyn's foot 325 
ziſt, Lieutenant- general Sir James Adolphus Ough- 
| ton's foot ; 325 
32d, Major-general William Amherſt's foot 325 
33d, Licutenant-general Earl Cornwallis's foot 155 
35th, Lieutenant-general Campbell's foot 631 
\ 36th, Licutenant-general Pierſon's foot | 325 
37th, Lieutenant- general Sir Eyre Coote's foot 631 
38th, Major - general Pigott's foot 631 


4oth, Lieutenant-general Sir Robert Hamilton's foot 631 V. 


4iſt, A regiment, and twenty-ſix independent com- 
panies of invalids | 


Carried over 21852 the 
, : 


15. DESTATEL 


ͤ— ͤͤÜUW 
te A Brought over 21852 6 6 
& General Lord John Murray's foot boo o o 
' Honourable lieutenant-general Carey's foot 63 7 
General Abercrombie's foot 6 © 
fol Lieutenant- general Haviland's foot 631 7 O 
t, g Honourable major- general Vaughan's foot 6 --59*: © 
| Lieutenant-general Sir Guy Carleton's foot 631 7 ©o- 
WM, Honourable lieutenant-general Maitland's foot 033 4-< 
Lieutenant-general Sir John Clavering's foot 032: 1 
1, Licutenant-general Frederick's foot 198-80 
1, Major-general James Grant's foot 6 
h, Lieutenant- general Sir John Irwine's foot 155 F 0 
b Lieutenant general Lord Amherſt's foot, firſt 0 
battalion 388 17 6 
5 Ditto, ſecond battalion 388 17 6 
„ Ditto, third battalion 1500 0 0 
„Ditto, fourth battalion 1500 O Oo 
1, Licutenant-general Francis Grant's foot 63 171 © 
, Lieutenant-general Pomeroy's foot 63 7 @- 
„ Lieutenant- general Urmſton's foot 631 © © 
„ Major-general Gabbett's foot 325 6 
WB, Licutenant-general Lambton's foot 325 6 8 
; WH, Honourable licutenant-general Philip Sherrard's 
| foot 388 17 6 
Lieutenant- general Trapaud's foot 325 6 8 
1 34850 6 0 
Savings on the pay of major-general Gabbet's | 
regiment of foot, from the 29th of September, 
1775, to the 24th of December following, both | 
| incluſive 2607 16 6 
Savings on the pay of two additional com- 
panies of lieutenant- general Urmſton's regi- 
; ment of foot, from the 24th of September, 
1776, to the 24th of December following, both 
| incluſive 463 
ö — — 
| Total 37924 3 
{ — 
| 


) 


—— — 


N. B. Reſpits are directed to be made by his Maje@y's warrant, 
kd the 5th of January, 1778, on the pay of ſundry regiments of 
t 1n the year 1776, amounting to 27690l. which will be ſavings 


de public, when the pay warrants are iſſued, and the proper ac- 


In ances given to the paymaſter general, 


168 PARLIAMENTARY 4. 


E/tabliſhment of General and General Staff O ers = a. 
Pay and Appointments in North America, 17 = 5 "th 


N. B. Like eſtabliſhment for the year 1775. 


4 


* Fftabliſ 


| Per I 
General and commander in chief 6 & 
Two aids de camp to ditto, each 10s. — 4 
Secretary to ditto — — . a Ew 
Two brigadiers general, each 11. 10s, - >: -q 1 
Three majors of brigade, each 10s 3 „ 
Deputy quarter-maſter general _ hs - o Ws 
Two affiſtants to ditto, each 5s. - a o 1088; 
Deputy adjutant general 5 1 91 
Commiſſary of the muſters — — o 1 
Two deputy ditto, each 5. - - - o 10M 
Barrack-maſter general - 4 . 1. 
Judge advocate > - = : o 10. 
- Commiſlary of the ftores . - 8 1 
Surgeon to the hoſpitals 8 2 4 9 
Provoſt Marſhal — a 7 9 
| Commanding Officers at the following Poſts, viz, 
Fort George - a Ne 5 þ 7 
D iagara - - - 4 c hs 
ies 2 8 - 2 0 ha 
Ticonderago - - 8 1 
Oſwegatchie - - " 6 - 0 
Michillimachinac = - N 0 
Barrack Maſters at the following Forts, viz. | 4 
Forts George, Miller, and the communication to Albany o q 
Niagara, Schloſſer, Erie, and the communication to in 
Preſqu*Ifle 8 - 8 . 0 
Communication to Philadelphia - 00 6 
Ticonderago — > - 5 I o i” 
etroit and Michillimachinac - _—— = o 4 
Cumberland and Nova Scotia =. : TY: 
Chartres, Kaſkaſkias, Illinois country n 5 1 1 
Oſwegatchie =: = 1 E 3 1 . 
Total 25 
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ment of General and General &. taff-Officers, and Officers of the 


pitals, with their reſpective Pay and Appointments in North-Ame- 


ea, for the Year 1 77 6. ys 1 


O 
O 
10 


rl and commander in chief IO 
aids de camp to ditto, each 10s, | 

tary to ditto - - 

Majors general, each 21, - 

ids de camp to ditto, cach 10s, 
brigadiers, each 11, 10s. 5 

r majors of brigade, each 10s. 

ay quarter-maſter general 

zfiſtants to ditto, each 5s. 

ty adjutant general - 
nifſary of the muſters - - 
(deputy commiſſaries of ditto, each 5s. 
k maſter general - - 

x adyocate . - - 

ron to the forces | 
miſſary of the ſtores - - 


oft Marſhal - - - 
Ofpcers of the Hoſpitals, 
ephyficians, each 11. 3-1 - 
purveyors and clerks, each II. 5s. - 
t ſurgeons, each 108. - 
rzpothecaries, each 10s. - 
chaplain - - 
ity-four mates, each 5s. — 
orekeepers, each 38. - - - 
Commanding Offers at the following Poſts, vix. 
George 9 5 - 2 
bara 5 
wit * — 
mtchie - - - - - 
blimakinac - „„ 
Barrack Maſters at the following Forts, viz, 
George, Miller, and the communication to Albany 
na, Schloſſer, Eric, and the communication to 
reſqu'Iſle SR 25 95 
nunication to Philadelphia 
It and Michillemakinac - 
berland and Nova-Scotia - 
es Kaſkaſkias, Illinois country 
atchie - 5 
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170 PARLIAMENTARY A. 


Eftabliſhment: of: General and General Staff- Officers, and Officers if | 
Rk with their reſpective Pay and 3 in North FM 
and the Weſt-Indies for the Year 1777. 


General and General Staff-Officers, Per) 
| = T 
Two generals and commanders in chief, each 10], 20 offi: 
Eight aids-de-camp to ditto, each 10s. - 4 Y | 
Two ſecretaries to ditto, each 10s. - — - 1 
Four lieutenant- generals, each 41. - 5 - 16 it 
Eight aids-de- camp to ditto, each 10s. - - 4 ber 
Six major generals, each 21. — - 12 e 
Six aids-de-camp to ditto, each 105. - - 3 offif@cat 
One major-general in the Weſt-Indies = | 2 offi 
One aid-de-camp to ditto - - 00 t 
Six brigadiers general, each 11. 10s, - - 9 0 
Ten majors of brigade, each 10s, _ 8 5 0 
Two quarter-maſters general, each 1}. > > 2 0 
Two deputy ditto, each 10% - - — 1 
Ten aſſiſtants to ditto, each 5s. - — 2 100 
Two adjutants general, each iI. - PST 4 | 
T wo deputy ditto, each ros. 5 - - 1 on” 
Commiſſary of the muſters - = - 0 10 
Two deputy ditto, each 5s. — _ . 0 10 
Two judge advocates general, each 10s, = — * 
Barrack-maſter genera] 8 1 G 1 0 1 
Commiſſary of the ſtores - - - 1 of. 
Surgeon to the forces - - - o 1088... 
Two provoſt marſhals, each 28. 6d. - . o 5M. 
Qne fourier - — = — o 5M... 
Five phyſicians, each 11]. DO - - 5 0 by 
Three purveyors and clerks, each il. 5s. - 3 5c: 
Seven ſurgcons, each 10s. - - — - 310. 
Eight apothecaries, each 10s. — - - 4 OB... 
Sixty mates, each 5s. - - 5 15 On; 
Two chaplains, each 6s. 8d. = - o Nee 
Tree ſtore-kcepers, each 38. — — 0 9 det 
Commanding Officers at the following Poſts, viz. Fn 
Fort George — 5 5 5 0 5 0 
Niagara — 0 5 * 8 Qt de 
Detroit - 1 6 « o 7 * 
Oſwegatchie — - - - 0 .. 
Michillimakinac - - 3 - 0 5 


Carried over 123 19 


71/0 rn 
Barrack Maſters at the follswing Forts, viz. 


ies for the Year 1778. 


4. . 

Brought over 123 19 10 

George, Miller, and the communication to Albany o 4 © 

ara, Schloſſer, Eric, and the communication to | 
preſqu' Iſle — — 0 4 
munication to Philadelphia - - - oO 4 
wit and Michillimakinac — — — 8 
berland and Nova-Scotia . - 6: & 
es Kaſkaſkias, Illinois country - - oO 4 
watchie - — — - 0 4 

miſſary general of ſtores, proviſions, and forage from 

the 1it of February, 1777 — - 3 8 
128 7 


lihbnent of General and Genera! Staff- Officers of Haſpitals, with 
ir reſpective Pay and Appointments in North-America and the Weſt 


0 
s General and General Staff Officers. | 2 1 
; „ S. . 
ö generals and commanders in chief, each 10l. 20 .& 
F t zids-de-camp to ditto, each 10S, = 2 4 0 :0 
i ſecretaries to ditto, each 108. - - 0 o 
rlieutenant- generals, each 41. - 7 
) t aids-de-cainp to ditto, each 108. 1 4 0 @ 
> Wior-generals, each al. — = 12 +0 8 
b ids-de-camp to ditto, each 108. . - 0 © 
2 major-general in the Weſt-Indies — - - 2 0-0 
o de- camp to ditto Ce - - O 10 © 
o iesdiers general, each 11. 10s, - - - 9 0.0 
a ors of brigade, each 10s, - - 8 0 @ 
barter-maſters general, each 11. - - 2 0-8 
9 deputy ditto, each 10s. - EM 10 
aliſtants to ditto, each 5s. 8 — 2 10 © 
acjutants general, eachs11, — - - 20: © 
7 deputy ditto, each 105. - - — 1 
e of the muſters - * — o 10 0 
bouty ditto, each 5. _ o 10 0 
5 judge advocates general, each 10s, - - 10 93 
5 kk-maſter general - - | — 10 ed 
O © 


Carried over 88 


2Z 2 


o | 
olo ooo 


Log 


172 PARLIAMENTARY 


Brought over 
Commiſſa ry of the ſtores - - = 


Surgeon to the forces - 3 "x 
Two provoft marſhals, each 28. 6d. — TS 
One fourier - - - - 


Officers of the Hyſpitals, &c. 


Five phyſicians, each 11. Þ 8 
Three purveyors and clerks, each 11. 5s. 5 
Seven ſurgeons, each 11. 10s. - * 
Eight apothecaries, each 10s. - : 
Sixty mates, each 5s. - Is * 
Two chaplains, each 6s. 8d. - . 7 
Three ſtore-keepers, each 38. - 2 4 
Commending Officers at the following Poſts, wiz. 
Fort George — - 0 2 
Niagara 989 — — — 
Detroit — — -— - 
Oſwegatchie — — 2 6 
Michillimakinac — - 5 


Barrack Maſters at the following Forts, &c. 


Forts George, Miller, and the communication to Albany 
Niagara, Schloſſers, Eric, and the communication to 
Preſqu'Ifle - 
Communication to Philadelphia - s 
Detroit and Michillimakinac  < By 
Cumberland and Nova-Scotia > = 
Chartres Kaſkaſkias, Illinois country „ = 


Oſwegatchie - © Is _ - 
Commiſſary general cf ſtores, proviſions and forage 


2 Total 


128 


alt 


—— 
— 


» 


— 
ww 0 0 


ST 
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\ 


ublfement of Hoſpital Officers belonging to his Majeſty's ep in 
9 and 


North-America and the Weſt- Indies, with their reſpectiue 


heintments for the Years 1774, 1775, 1776, 1777, and 177 
5 North America, 


17708 Surgeon major 

duguſtine, Surgeon 

ſacalay Surgeon + - 

chile, Surgeon - - 

th Carolina, Surgeon * = 
Two mates, each 38. 6d. 

- Scotia, Surgeon — 2 

Jibn's, Newfoundland. Surgeon's mate = - 

midence, Surgeon - - 

nudas, Surgeon's mate = 

mada, Surgeon and purveyor 

Vincent, Surgeon | - Fw 

minica, Surgeon - a - 

lage, Surgeon - 


* 


O0 0000000300 
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B. The like eſtabliſhment as the above for the years 1775, 1776, 
| 1777 and 1778. l 


Account of the Number of Recruits raiſed for his Majeſty's Service in 
Great-Britain, from the 29th of September, 1774, to. the 29th of 
deptember, 1777, diſtinguiſhing each Year. | 


Number of Recruits inliſted. 


m the 29th of September, 1774, to the 1ſt of October, 1775, 
_—_— 456, infantry 3408. | 

am the 1ſt of October, 1775, to the 1ſt of October; 1776, ca- 
ny 7%; infantry 11583. 

om the iſt of October, 1776, to the 29th of September, 17977, 
cavalry 362, infantry 7545. | | 
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Account of Per ſons employed in the different Branches of the Commiſl; 
belonging to his Majefly's Forces in North-America and the W 
Indies, with their reſpective Pay and Appointments for the Tear in 


1775, and 1770. 


1774. North: America. Per Di 
4 l 
Staff, Commiſſary of the ſtores 5 1 
Garriſon of Quebec, Commiſſary of ſtores and pro- 
viſions — - o 10 
Ditto of St. Auguſtine, Commiſſary general of ſtores | 
and proviſions - o 6 
Ditto of Penſacola, Commiſſary general of ſtores 
and proviſions — o 100 
Ditto of Mobille, Deputy commiſſary of ſtores o 49 * 
Ditto of Nova · Scotia, Commiſſary of itores and pro- 
| viſions | — O 4 Jn of 
Ditto of Loutijoourr, Commiſtary of ſtores and pro- 
viſions 0 ;0007 
Ditto of St. John's Iſiand, Commiſiary of ſtores and pro- | 
viſions - O 5 5 


Nſi-Indies. ; 


Grenada, - Commiſſary general of ſtores 


F ; and proviſions 2156 
3t. Vincent, Commiſſary of ſtores and pro- 59 
viſions w 0 10 
Dominica, Commiſſary of ſtores and pro- vef 
viſions 3 0 WW. 
Tobago, . Deputy commiſſary of ſtores 
and proviſions — oo 7 


N. B. The like account as the above for the years 1775 and 1770+ 


Ain 
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t of Perſans employed in the different Branches ef the Commuſſariate 
nging to his Majeſty's Forces in North-America and the Weit- 
dies, with their reſpective Pay and Appointments for the Year 1777. 


North- America, | 2 Diem. 
| +: & 
7 Commiſſary of the ſtores 0. 
en of Quebec, Commiſſary of ſtores and pro- 
viſions . 
5, St. Auguſtine, Commiſſary general of ſtores 
and proviſions - 
hk of Penſacola Commiſſary general of ſtores 
and proviſions - - 
ef Mcbille, Deputy commiſſary of ſtores 
of Nova-Scetia, Commiſſary of ſtores and pro- 
viſions 
f Louiſbourg, Commiſſary of ſtores and pro- 
viſions „„ 
HF St, John's Iſiand, Commiſſary of ſtores and pro- 
viſions = — 
f Commiſſary general of ſtores, 
— and forage, from 


Feb. 1, 1777 


Ne- Indies. 


F Grenada, Commiſſary general of ſtores 

and proviſions 5 

vf St. Vincent, Commiſſary of ftores and pro- 
viſtons - 2 

Dominica, Commiſſary of ſtores and pro- 

| _- viſions — - 

(Tobago, Deputy commiſſary of ſtoxes 

| and proviſions 18 


Account of Perſons employed in the different Branches of the Commiſſar; | 


1 PARLIAMENTARY 


At 


belonging to his Majeſiy's Forces in North-America and the We 
Indies, with their reſpective Pay and Appointments for the Year 17 


Staff, 
Garriſon of Quebec, 


Ditto of St. Auguſtine, 
Ditto Pen ſacola, 


Ditto of Mobile, 
Ditto of Nova- Scotia, 


Ditto of Louiſbourg, 


North-America. 

Commiſſary of ſtores wy 

Commiſſary of ftores and pro- 
viſions — 


Commiſſary general of ſtores 
and provifions - 
Commiſſary general of ſtores 
and proviſions » - 
Deputy commiſſary of ſtores 
Commiſſary of ſtores and pro- 


viſions - - 
Commiſſary of ſtores and pro- 
viſions 


Ditto of St. John's Iſiand, Commiſſary of ſtores and pro- 


Staff, 


Ditto of Grenada, 
Ditto of St. Vincent, 


Ditto of Dominica, 


: Ditto of Tobago, 


LAY 


viſions - 
_— general of ſtores, 
proviſions, and forage 


e,. India. 


Commiſſary general of ſtores 
and proviſions — 
Commiſſary of ſtores and pro- 


viſions - 
Commiliary of ſtores and pro- 
viſions - 


Deputy commiſſary of ſtores 


and proviſions 


Per Dj 


© 2 


a1 


O 10 


ro the 24th of December, 1778, incl/u/ive. 
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aft of the Number of Recruits raiſed by the ſeveral Regiments in Ire- 
nd, as they have been returned to the Adjutant-General by the reſpec- 
: Commanding - Officers of Regiments, from the 29th of September, 
174, to the 29th of Septem. 1777, dfunguaſping each year. Adjutant 
1rabs Office, Dublin, January 5, 1778. | 


Numberof Re- Numberef Re- Numberof Re- Total of Re- 
cruits caiſed, cruits raiſed, cruits raiſed, 2 raiſed y 
: from 29th of from 29th of From 29th of each Regiment, 
Regiments, Sept. 1774, to Sept. 1775, to Sept. 1776, to from 29th of 
29th of Sept. 29th of Sept. 29th of Sept. Sept. 17747 7 


1775. 1776. 1777. 29 Sep · 1777 · 
iſt, 26 65 56 147 
2d, 28 59 66 15 
3d, 21 47 48 116. 
4th, 22 58 68 148 
5th, 42 154 110 306 
(8th, 45 170 45 260 
; _ 35 1 -” 4 201 
; I2th, 7 "7. I 270 
24 13th, <- 3 96 257 
14th, 89 171 48 308 
18th, 51 140 25 216 
34d, 79 171 194 
Iith, 100 479 57 586 
Igth, 100 254 78 432 
| oth, 85 271 125 481 
t 32d, 180 126 306 
36th, 246 2.39 95 580 
both, 255 79 141 475 
67th, 143 232 13 508 
(68th, 221 12 198 551 
Total 1684 3243 1818 6745 


J. BOWER, Deputy-Adjutant General. 


The Regimental Books of the 32d Regiment of Foot were all 
by the Wreck of the Rockingham Tranſport, on the 22d of 
ember, 1775. . 
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Mfiract of the Returns of the ſeveral Regiments of Horſe in Ireland for tbe Month of November, 1999, 
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Dublin, December 12, 1777. 


J. BOWYER, Deputy -Adjutant General, 
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nan "DEBATE 5. 


Ve Litter from Mr. Robinſon to Richard Oliver, EG. 
wirning Mr. Atkinſon's Rum Contract. June 6th, 1777. 


SIR, | 3 | 
OME exceptions having been taken to the propriety of 
ntract entered into 1 the lords commiffioners of the 
fury with Mr. Atkinſon, for ſupplying a quantity of 
to his Majeſty's forces in America at 58. 2d. per gallon, 
that gentleman e as well as their Lordſhipa, 
the ſaid contract fhould undergo a thorough inveſtiga- 
„it has been propoſed to ſubmit the ſame to your judg- 
it, jointly with Beeſton Long and Richard Neave, Efqrs. 
n thereupon directed by their Lordſhips to requeſt the fa- 
r of you to take the trouble of ſuch examination, and if I 
e your permiſſion ſo to do, I have their Lordfhips further 


ons to tranſmit you the neceſlaty papers for that pur- 


Sir, &. = | 
| __ Jonun RoBINSON. 
like letter to Beeſton Long, Eſq. jointly with Richard 
rer and Richard Neave, -Efqrs. dated, &c. as above. | 
Ditto to Richard Neave, Eſq. ditto with Beeſton Long and 
hard Oliver, Eſqrs. ditto. | | 


— — 


t of Meſſrs. Long, Neave, Glover and Crichton, on the 
Reference of Mr. Atkinſon's Rum Contract. July 16, 1777. 


My Loks, | = 
IN conſequence of a requeſt to us from your Lordſhips, 
wed by Mr. Robinſon, that we would undertake the 
mination of “ a contract entered into by the lords com- 
fioners of the treaſury with Mr. Atkinſon, for ſupplying a 
utity of rum to his Majeſty's forces in America at 58. 3d. 
gallon, and with the concurrence of your Lordſhips, to 
in any third or fourth perſon as we ſhould think proper, 
have jointly with Mr. Glover and Mr. Crichton, who 
ie obliged us with their conſtant attendance, and ſub- 
bed their names hereto, examined the whole evidence ſo 
ply furniſhed by your Lordſhips and Mr. Atkinſon, and 
reby ſubmit to your conſideration the following report. 
The plan purſued im this inveſtigation was to review the 
eral circumſtances of the time when this contract was 
Vol. VIII. B b f made, 


1 
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made, viz. on the 27th of March, 1776, when your L. 
ſhips by the minute of your board accepted of the t '*" 
made by Mr. Atkinſon. Re | con 
We Lad in the contract itſelf, that every precaution 
been obſerved for ſupplying the forces with rum of that pn 
which is deemed at the London market merchantable 
maica rum, to aſcertain which, the inſtrument referre( MW 5 
is in our opinion more completely adapted than any of 
mode hitherto deviſed ; every party was duly provided wi 
ſuch an inftrument by the board of treaſury, and the N. 
quantity of rum delivered hath been certified by the ſore 
commanders or commiſſaries in America as correſpond 
with the proof ſtipulated by the contract. 
To eftabliſh the price of ſuch rum at the time, and ju 
to compute the charges and expences attending its delive 
in North America, due information hath been obtained, 8. 
the following calculation, which we believe to be as accu,” 
as the nature of the ſubject would admit, is the reſult of 
enquiries, | 


- 991 „% 4 A 
Firſt coſt, at 2s. gd. Jamaica currency per | 


allon, making ſterlin - - I 11 & 
Caik 75 E - oO 3 * 
Shipping charges 58. ſterling per puncheen 0 © 
Leakage in the iſland, 22 per cent ” oO O A 
Commiſſion 5 per-cent wn „ 3 
Coſt on board at Jamaica - 2 0.1 
2 5 a 
Inſurance to the ſeveral places of delivery 6 
averaged at 13 guineas per cent 15 O 4 | 0 
Freight and primage - &:-7 
Agency in America, 10s. ſterling, per punch. © 1 ; 
Landing charges, 28. Od. ſterling, ditto oO o 
| | $3 --7 
' Intereſt of money and charges in England, 
z per cent - - - 0 1 
Leakage till landed, 10 per cent - O 4 


li 


+> 
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1178; D EB AT E 8. 5 
rom this calculation, your Lordſhips may judge how far 
contract in queſtion might at the time have been reaſonably 
cheaper; we have therein made a full allowance ſor 
ry charge, which might probably occur in ſuch a tranſ- 
on. | 
tis very difficult to give an opinion upon another object 
ed to us, Viz. © What unforeſeen riſques or expences 
been actually incurred in the execution of the ſaid con- 
h to diminiſh or take away ſuch reaſonable profit as 
ft have been expected by the contractor, as unforeſeen 
dents may have happened from various cauſes, either from 
xefted events, which could not be foreſeen or allowed 
or from neglects and imprudencies in ſome part of the 
ugement, all which every undertaking may be liable to, 
of which no eſtimate can be formed. 
nally, we ſubmit that private contracts are the moſt 
e to exception, and whether contracts in future are of- 
by public notice to the loweſt bidder, or the article re- 
red is purchaſed in Great Britain, or elſewhere, by agents, 
commiſſion uſual among merchants, or procured by any 
t mode whatſoever, the protection of convoy in every 
ance is effential, not leſs to the ceconomy, than to the 
ctual ſervice of the ſtate, without a certainty of ſuch pro- 
lon for a bafis, We, in anſwer to that part of the refe- 
e, requeſting our opinion upon future contracts, can only 
ſeſent to your Lordſhips, the inſuperable difficulty of 
ig any price to be given hereafter, which would not be 
to objection; but in a public view, if contractors, are 
ved to take upon themſelves all contingencies their ut- 
l efforts may prove ineffectual, and that firſt object of 
Ic care in time of war, the ſupply of the army, be ut- 
| defeated. 
e have the honour to be, my Lords, 
your Lordſhips moſt obedient 

and moſt humble ſervants, 

BEESTON LonG, 

RICHARD NEAvYE, 

R. GLovtR, 

WILLIAM CRICKTON, 


ght henourable the Lords 
Honers of the Treaſury. 
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Meſſts. Long, Neave, &c. Funther Report on Mr. Atkink 
Rum Certiſſcate. | Auguſt 21, 1777. 


My Lozps, | 


WE are happy in your Lordſhips approbation of the tre 


ble we have taken in the buſineſs of examining Mr. Atkinſ 
rum contract, for which your Lordſhips' have been ple: 
to direct Mr. Robinſon to return us thanks by his lette 
the 16th inſtant. Mr. Long having received it on the 10 
we have taken the earlieſt opportunity that our reſpective 
fairs would admit of aſſembling, in order to reply thereto 
Your Lordſhips' defire us to acquaint you, 

iſt, At what period we eſtimated that thirteen guineas 
cent. was the rate of inſurance. * | 

2dly, On what items we have computed ſuch inſurane 

3dly, Whether, in our opinion, the accidents which 
happened in this caſe, to diminiſh the contractor's profit, 
ariſen from neglect or miſmanagement, or are among the 
cidents which could not be foreſeen, and which may hap 
from various cauſes, and of which no eſtimate can be for 

In anſwer to the firſt query, we beg leave to repe: 
your Lordihips what we have ftated as the ground-wor 
our report, that we eſtimated the rate of inſurance, as 
as every other item, pon a review of the circumſiances of 
time when the contract was made. 17 

In anſwer to the ſecond query, we computed the inſu 
(as will appear on the face of the eſtimate) on all the i 
incurred down to the rum being on board ſhip, and! 
wiſe covered the eſtimated premium of the inſurance, 
to ſave the contractor harmleſs in calc of loſs, having! 
next item of freight eſtimated that article at an extraordl 
advance, in conſideration that the contractor might in 
particular caſe be liable to the payment of freight, notu 
ſtanding the ſhips might be taken, and the rum conſeque 
not arrive. ; | 5 

In anſwer to the laſt query, we beg leave to repeat to 
Lordihips, that we have made the moſt ample allowanc 
every charge which even in theſe perilans times could p 
bly have affefted the undertaking ; and whether the ſe 
oarges actually incurred have exceeded or fallen ſho 
our eftimate, and in what particular items; and whethel 
contractor's profit has been thereby leſs or greater that 

I x 2 
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eftations, is a ſubject of inveſtigation which we did not 
x: proper to go into then, and we are of the ſame opinion 
We have the honour to be, my Lords, 7 
Your Lahe ²ðͤ 46) N 
moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervants, 
BEEs TON Lons, 
RICHARD NEA VE, R. GLOVE RB, 
W r int 36” WILLIAM CRIcE rox. 
le right honourable the Lords 7 WI CR 
pm froners of the Treaſury, Io 


London; FiAualling-Office, 16 Jan. 1778. 
front of the Expence of the Freight of Victuallers, hired to 
wry Proviſions to North America, and the Value of the ſaid 
Proviſions for the Uſe of the Troops there. Alſo the Value of 
| Proviſzons, &c. ſhipped on hoard the Ordnance, Store-Ships, 
Ws of War, Sc. for the Uſe of the ſaid Troops, from the 
if of Oct. 1775, to the 30th of September, 1977. 
Ni. ED „ 


w of proviſions, &c. ſhipped on board 

tance ſtore-ſhips, from 1ſt Oct. 1775, 8 
5th Sept, 1777 „ 
unt of neceſſary money paid to the ma- TO 
rs of e Fang fro 1ſt Oct. 1775, ; 
þ oth Sept. 1777 EI . 4, 
bunt of a bill made out to a lieutenant, for | 

Aualling himſelf and ſervant on board an | 


" Wnance ſhip "I ph 29 210 

1 Ie of proviſions, & c. ſhipped on board ; RES 
lips. of war, for the uſe of troops carried 

to North America, from iſt Oct. 1775, | 

an Sept, 1777 FF 
0 | 13898 11 8 


_— —— 


k. There were not any victuallers hired to carry pro- 
ns to North America for the uſe of the troops, from iſt 
1775, to zoth Sept. 1777, but it appears by accounts, 
Imtted by the agents for victualling his Majeſty's navy 
; that they had ſupplied out of the naval ftock, provi- 
for the ule: of land forces, between 1oth Oct. 1775, 
jth Sept. 1777, to the amount of 164451. 75. 55d. 


is, Jonas HAN WAY. Tr0, Cor Br. A. ChokILEx. | 
| Extract 
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and I hope ſoon to hear that you have been able top 


this letter reaches you, that you will, by your ſpirit 


PARLIAMENTARY Ay 


Extrad of a Letter from Lord George Germaine 10 H 
liam Howe, dated Whitehall, 22d Auguſt, 1776, 


T HEREWITH tranſmit you a copy of a diſpatch ſenti 
General Sir Guy Carleton, which, I think, makes it unt 
ceſſary for me to enter into a diſcuſſion of that part of y 
letter which relates to the difficulties that might ariſe upo 
junction of your reſpective armies. A duplicate of thiz( 

teh is ſent therewith, which, for fear any accident ſho 
— to the original, you will tranſmit © Sir Guy C 
ton by the firſt opportunity. 


Extract of a Letter from Lord George Germaine to Sir 6 
Carleton, dated Whitehall, 22d Auguſt, 1776, 


THE rapid ſucceſs of his Majeſty's arms, in driving 
rebels out of Canada, does great honour to your condt 


them acroſs. the lakes, and to poſſeſs thoſe poſts upon 
frontiers which may effectually ſecure your province f 
any future inſult, . . 
. His Majeſty, in appointing you commander in chi 
his forces 1n S was pleaſed to extend your commif 
to the frontiers of his provinces berdering thereupon, mi 
foreſeeing, that it might be neceſſary for the compleat 
_ plan of operations, that you ſhould march your 3 
yond the limits of your own government. I truſt, bel 


activity, have cleared the frontiers of Canada of all the 
bel forces, and will have taken the proper meaſures for ke 
ing 8 of the lakes. That ſervice being perfom 
his Majeſty commands me to acquaint you, that there 
remains another part of your duty to be undertaken, vi 
will require all your abilities and the ſtricteſt application, 
reſtoring peace, and the eſtabliſhing good order and legal 
vernment in Canada. It is an object of the greateſt im 
tance to this country, the difficulties _—__ it are 
menſe ; but his Majeſty depends upon your zeal, and 
your experience, for carrying it into execution, His 
ieſty, ever anxious for the happineſs of his ſubjects, & 
mands me to inform you, that no time ſhould be loſt - 

: 40 git 


178. rr 

fing fo important a work, and that you do therefore re- 
ao Quebec, detaching Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, ox 
other officer as you ſhall think moſt proper, with that 
tof your forces which can be ſpared from the immediate 
ce of your province to carry on ſuch operations as ſhall 
oi conducive to the ſucceſs of the army acting on the ſide 
* len- Vork; and that you direct the officer ſo detached to 
municate with and put himſelf, as ſoon as poffible, under 
ommand of General Howe, you will order ſuch artillery 
u ſhall judge neceſſary to proceed with this detachmeat ; 
3 2 great quantity of heavy cannon and military ſtores 
ſent, upon the ſuppoſition that Quebec might have been 
e hands of the rebels, you will, upon requiſition from 
eral Howe, ſupply him with fuch cannon and ſtores as 
not be wanted for the protection of Canada. 


— 


of a Letter from Lieutehant-General Burgoyne to Lord 
rorge Germaine, dated Hertford-ſtreet, I/ January 
77. | a 


My Loxp, 
IY phyſician has preſſed me to go to Bath for a ſhort 
and i find it requiſite to my health and ſpirits to follow 
dvice: but I think it a previous duty to aſſure your 
mil hip, that ſhould my attendance in town become neceſ- 
relatively to information upon the affairs of Canada, I 
be ready to obey your ſummons upon one day's notice. 
dur Lordſhip being out of town, I ſubmitted the above 
tions a few days ago perſonally to his Majeſty in his 


campaign might poſſibly come under his royal eontem- 
u before my return, I humbly laid myſelf at his Ma- 


for feet for ſuch active employment as he might think me 


of,” 6 
bis was the ſubſtance of my audience, on my part. I 
lion, took it, and I now report it to your Lordſhip in the hope 
ur patronage in this purſuit ; a hope, my Lord, founded 
amy upon a juſt ſenſe of the honour your Lordſhip's 
are ip muſt reflect upon me, but alſo upon a feeling that 
nd e it, in as much as a ſolid reſpe& and ſincere perſo- 
achment can conſtitute ſuch a claim. EY 
ave in the hands of Mr. D'Oyley ſuch of the memo- 
& in m confided to me by General Carleton as require diſ- 
| patch, 


t; and I added, That as the arrangements for the 


191 


Lake George, and that any operation ſhould be adviſeah 
that raute. EA | 5 


received by the laſt ſhip from Canada. I find no difpat 
come to your Lordſhip by that occafion, and I conc 
thoſe papers might be of uſ 


* 
Mem 
1 
L 
8 


- have recourſe this year of detaining tranſports on accou 
their ſeamen might be avoided in future, even if it bo 
in our power to uſe it; but as there may not be 2 2 


; ceflary to be provided againſt, all which may happen take 
find it impoſſible to remain here®. _ | 


| _ General Burgoyne, dated Crown-Point, 22d October, 17 d in 


| propoſed corps of ſeamen, miay appear to apply particul 
the ſervice of armed veſſels, and it may be imagined, 


wintering in the river St. Lawrence, a ſufficiencj off 


PARLIAMENTARY Ay 
patch, ſhould your Lordſhip think proper to carry then: 


execution. k | 
I alſo leave in that gentleman's hands the copy of any 
cation relative to boats for the artillery, and which I take 
liberty to ſubmit to your Lordſhip as well worthy of conf 


ration, upon the ſuppoſition that the enemy ſhould army 


Likewiſeleave the diſpoſition of winter quarters, wh 


I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, &c. 


— 


J. Bon com 


orandums and Obſervations relative to the Service inCi 
. -. ſubmitted to Lord George Germaine, 


[ Received from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne.] Wh 
—* Generar CARLETON's REQUISITION. 


A BATTAL10w of ſeamen, confiſting of zoo at leaf, 
the expenſive expedient to which we have been obige 


ſufficient of thoſe ſhips in the river to furniſh us as beto 
ſhould in that caſe be at a loſs to man our veſſels again ea 


it ſeems moſt probable, that we ſhall have the ſame, Wiſe: © 


greater occafion for them next ſpring, at leaſt it mut fac 


# The, above is an extract of a letter from General Ca; an 


* 


| OBsERv ATIONS. Janie 
The reaſons ſtated by General Carleton in favour Wt, 


has already, including the crews of frigates and tral 


8 


— 


purpoſe, even upon a ſuppoſition that the lakes ſhould be 
em In diſputed. | © ID | „ 

il beg leave to ſuggeſt the expediency of ſuch a corps 
ke boats appropriated to the baggage, ammunition, pro- 


rake, intrenching tools, artillery -ftores and various other in- 


con able ſtores of an army. 


m certain number of good watermen diſperſed in the batta- 


al boats, particularly in thoſe of the foreign troops, who 


ty and expedition. 

m aware, that during the late war the battalion- boats 
ance always rowed by their own ſoldiers, and ] believe the 
and artillery -boats were alſs ſupplied with rowers from 
egiments; but it muſt be conſidered, that the regiments 
at time were more than double in numbers to the preſent 
i lihment. | 

ter deducting, upon a moderate calculation, the fick 
| al guards, general officers guards, many {mall drains of 
 (ofcntal iervice not to be avoided, and perhaps detach- 
WW affitant to the artillery, the battalions, excluſive of 
adiers and Iight-1nfantry which are ſeparate from them, 
ardly exceed 300 rank and file; if from that number is 
alſo deducted the guard for the boats when the troops 
and for the conveyance and care of ſtores that follow 
my, the battalions will be much weaker chan they ought 
for any operations. 1 | 

tc Canadians ſupply that ſervice very ill, their great 
couliMice on the water being in canoes which paddle; they are 
(hol zukward with an oar ; they are beſides under no diſci- 
and continually detert or pretend ficknels. 

be corps propoſed would enable the commander in chief 
ail eaſe great part of his preſent ſea-force, as ſoon. as the 
be of the lakes was accompliſhed. _ 25 1 

ul facilitate this meaſure, it is humbly ſubmitted, that 
aken from the rivers in England might anſwer the-pur- 
vithout interfering with the preſent call for able ſea- 
ae: and, with all due deference to General Carleton, I 
d imagine, that ſuch a body thrown into independent 
anies of 60 each, with proper naval officers, would an- 
vr better than what is called in the demand a battalion. 

| REqQUISITIONS. | 

, augmentation of artillery, conſiſting of two companies, 
e whole number of companies on the ſervice in Canada 
leated to an hundred men each. 

L, VIII. No © | OBskR- 


at learn to row well, would be of great ule in point of re- 
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carried for at leaſt three times the number of the force th 
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OB$SERV ATIONS, 

T think it a duty to preſs upon your Lordſhips my op 
upon the expediency of this propoſal. The artillery, 
the light troops, 1s the important arm in this America; 
The ailiſtance obliged to be given from the line to thy 
vice, the laſt campaign, was a great weakening to the 
ments, at the ſame time that it was a very inadequate ſ 
tute for trained artillery men. 

REqQUISITIONS, | 

Six months proviſions to be ſent out as early as poffi 
the ſpring, calculated at the full ration, for one third 
than the effective of ſoldiers and ſeamen, 

OBSERVATIONS, 

The reaſon of this demand, to ſupply Canadians, fay 
artificers, and ſome waſte, which in ſpite of every poſſible 
caution and diligence in the Commiſſary's department 
in ſome degree happen from the accidents and inconyet 
cies (particularly leakage) attending water-carriage, 

The Canadian Corvzes, without which the ſervice 
not go on, muſt receive proviſions. The ſavages alfe 
it for their women, and mutt be indulged, 

Salt proviſions are indiſpenſably neceſſary for the upper 
at Niagara, &c, where there 1s great negotiation with th 
vages. They muſt alſo be ſolely depended upon fo 
movement of every body of troops acting beyond St, | 
Lake Champlain, or beyond the iſland of Montreal þ 
Lake Ontario. 

For an expedition by the latter route, proviſion ſho 


pedition ſets out with, as it may be expected to be join 
large bodies of both ſavages and civilized inhabitants, | 
they reach a country of ſupply. The obvious meature( 
enemy will be to drive the country, at the firſt news Is ad 
corps penetrating by Oſwego or Fort Stanwix. It i 
known, that Schuyler had taken precautions for doing an 
ear. - ' | 
7 It is much to be feared that Canada will not afford WI 
fions (corn excepted) for the maintenance of even the! 
which are to remain 1n the province next year. lend 
Upon the whole, therefore, I am pertuaded, that und 
mand of General Carleton in this article will be found 
put as low as can be made conſiſtent with the probabl 
gencies of the ſervice, | 
_ app 
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| REqQuISITIONSS. 
\ reinforcement of 4000 men. 
'  OB$ERVATI1ONS, 

na letter to me ſince I received General Carleton's memo- 
ums, he expreſſes himſelf thus: * have the more rea- 
o expect the reinforcements which I have requeſted will 
tat me, as Lord Cornwallis and his regimement, which 
to have compoſed a part of this army, have been em- 
ed other wiſe, and a very ſtrong regiment of Germans was 
anged for a weak battalion of Engliſh. The idea upon 
h the General thought this reinforcemement neceſſary 
been explained in a memorandum I had the honour to 
nt to your Lordſhip ſoon after my return. I have only 
, that the effective rank and file, by the laſt returns, 
ant only to 10,174, in which number is comprized a 
deal of uſeleſs ſtuff, viz. men recruited in Germany for 
ntſh regiments ſent over laſt year, not one tenth of 
n, in the opinion of the officers of thoſe regiments, will 
tfor the ranks, from infirmities, malignant habits, dejec- 
or profligacy of diſpoſition ; many of the Iriſh recruits 
drafts are equally bad. In the German regiments, there 
ſo many unſerviceable men. 
e Royal Highland Emigrants have among them confide- 
numbers of recruits from the rebel priſoners; and, to 
of their future behaviour by that of laſt ſummer, great 
ters of them may be expected to deſert. 
Ic Royal Regiment of New-York are not yet any thing 
aldiers, having wanted commiſſioned officers and ſerjeants 
un them. | : 
pon the whole, therefore, when a moderate deduCtion of 
added to the uſeleſs, the whole of the Canada army, 
wow ſtands, allowing for the recruits arrived in the au- 
and I believe not all comprized in the return, will not 
kd 8000 men, of ſuch troops, as I believe your Lordſhip 
A With to riſk the fate of an offenſive campaign upon, or 
putation of any General you may think proper to re- 
nend to his Majefly. | | 
umbly conceive it will be thought expedient to leave at 
oo men in Canada; General Carleton may poſſibly 
1000 more neceſlary, | 
it danger of any attack upon Canada in force, may pro- 
[pear chimerical, when we have an army advanced be- 
he Lakes, and T readily acquieſce in that opinion; al- 
there are ſome examples that ſhow the enemy capable 

Cc2 | and 
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and inclined. to that fort of enterprize, viz. the march of A 

nold by the Chaudiere, before he knew or had cauſe to ſuf 

the rapid ſucceſs of Montgomery, who had drawn the force 

Canada to oppoſe him, and thereby Quebec was left e 
ſed. 

5 ſecond example was the attack upon Trois Rivieres! 

year ; an offenſive operation conceived upon aretreat, 

attempted by beaten, diſconcerted, ſickly men, 

A third example 1s the proje& well known to have he 
conceived by NI W ſhington for penetrating into Boſt 
with a corps of 5:00 men, and thereby changing ground w 
General Howe, at the time he meant to attack the works 
Dorcheſter, a little before. the evacuation of Boſton, 

But not to lay any ſtreſs upon the poſſibility of future ral 
neſs in like projects, I conceive that the number of troop 
have Sane? will be found neceſſary, firſt, to guard aga 
ſmall incurſions to ſecure your convoys of ſupply, which m 
all paſs firſt up the St. Lawrence to 8 and afterwards 
that river and Lake Champlain, a very long track ; 2dly, 
keep the mutinous part of the country in due ſubjection; 
3dly, to enforce the duty of Corvées, which will be ing 
penſably neceſſary for che ſupply of the army even among 
well affected. | 

I concerve the diſpoſition of the regular troops left in 
nada would Le, a garriſon in Quebec - 

Poſts upor the Chaudiere, and in the diſaffected pa- 
riſhes of Point-Levi - — 
Garriſon at Montreal, and poſts between that town 
and Oſwegatchie - - - 

At Trois Rivieres "oy - - 

Chain from Sorrell to Chamblce - 

St. John's * 8 

Iſle aux Noix - _ - 

La Prairie Vergere, and ſome other towns upon the 
ſouth ſhore of St. Lawrence oppoſite the iſle of 
Montreal, with poſts of communication to St. 
—_— 3 | - 

For eſcorts of convoys over Lake Champlain 

Allowance for ſickneſs, deſertion and other caſualties 


* 


It may be thought that Canadian militia might ſupply 
of ii eſe purpoſes, and I beg leave to obſerve, it is ſo intel 
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above calculation being made much too low without their 
znce, it will be neceflary to have chains of Canadian mi- 
, patroles and poſts in the woods behind the regulars, to 
rcept the communication between the enemy and the ill- 
ged in Canada, to prevent deſertion and procure intelli- 
e, and for many other ſervices that will be obvious for 
ping the country quiet. 

heſe ſervices will be ſupplied by the ſeveral pariſhes, as 
rfituations lie reſpectively to the objects, and may amount 
e whole to FOO men. Another great call upon the Ca- 
bans will be for workmen at the fortifications. of Sorrel, 
ſohu's, Chamblee and Iſle aux Noix. To the latter place 
uy be expedient to ſend the diſobedient and refractory as 
miſhment, it being a place from which they cannot deſert. 
\compleat the neceſſary works in the courſe of next ſum- 
will probably require 2000 men. 

\ ſtill greater call upon the Canadians will be for the 
port of all the proviſions, artillery- ſtores and baggage of 
amy from the repoſitories to the water, and afterwards at 
carrying places, This ſervice may, at the opening of 
campaign, require 2000 men, beſides a very large propor- 
jof carts and horſes, and will happen at the time of ſowing 
the corn, 


e numbers are caſt up, Canada will be found to contribute 
he full what the country can afford, I will venture to affert 
i more than it will afford, if any diminution is made in 
number of regulars propoſed to be left among them. 


hand part in America, or has any future views towards 
recovery of Canada, all the reaſons for having a reſpecta- 
force there will derive double weight; for ſafe as the coun- 
may be againſt a ſecond reduction by the rebels, it is ob- 
s to the ſlighteſt obſervations, that many parts of it are 
ble to be ſeduced by the French, and it cannot be doybted 
t there are emiſſaries ready for ſuch an employment. 
REqQUISITIONS, : 


le of carrying light 24 pounders, heavy 12 pounders, and 
ch howitzers, and thoſe pieces alſo to be ſent from England. 
OB$SERV ATIONS, | 

a0 this requiſition is not comprized in the memorandumg 


twas to be hoped, that 1 500 or 2000 men armed may be 
ched to the army deſtined to follow the enemy; when. 


"ud there be ground to ſuppoſe that France is taking an 


venty- four gun· boats to be conſtructed in England ca- 


en me by General Carleton, I thought it proper to ſabjoin 
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it as an object of great importance. For the detail and ut 
ty of the boats, propoſed in juſtice to Major-General P. 
lips, I refer your Lordſhip to a copy of that gentleman', | 
ter to General Carleton upon the ſubje& ; and [ beg leave 
add, that ſhould it be found neceſſary to drive the enemy fy, 
Lake George, where it is probable, if not obvious, they z 
ſtrengthen themſelves during the winter, theſe boats wa 
be of the utmoſt conſequence, as they would bear the try 
ports by land from Ticonderoga to Lake George infinite 
better than thoſe built of green timber would be, from 
improvements made in the conſtruction of much greater þ 
vice when there, than any now built, and would fave gre 
time in the campaign, as it will probably be neceſſary othe 
wile to wait the building them at Ticonderoga or Cry 
Pornt. | = 

It would alſo be very proper to have carriages conſtruf 
here of ſeaſoned timber, of which Captain Blomfield h; 
drawing, for conveying boats, as well thoſe built in Amer 
as thoſe now propoſed, over land. 

I beg leave to cloſe theſe obſervations, with ſubmit 
to your Lordſhip, the expediency of tranſporting every aric 
deſtined for the ſervice in Canada early in the year and at ond 

Moſt of the foregoing articles, if not all, are requiſite 
a vigorous opening of the campaign. And the provil 
which is to proceed to Lake Ontario for the whole year's 
ply, ought to leave Montreal early in the ſummer. | 

The paſſage up the St, Lawrence, both below and abe 
Quebec, is precarious, and at beſt, extremely dilatory alt 
the month of June, when the weſterly winds prevail, and 
the autumn no dependance can be had of a paſſage at all. Wh; 
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Memoranda of General Careleton, relative to the next Campa ca 
to Lieutenant- General Burgoyne, to be laid before Gov 


A reinforcemeat of 4000 troops, excluſive of compleatil 
the preſent army, is necealiry for Canada. | 
It would be deſirable to encreaſe the preſent eſtabliſmeſviſt 
of Britiſh regiments to IO per company as part of the deſi 
reinforcement. 5 
With a reinforcement to the above amount and well col 
poſed, a large corps may be ſpared to paſs Lake Ontario # 
to operate upon the Mohawk river. . ay 
5 1 no 
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other corps might poſſibly be employed to penetrate to 
anecticut river. 


-x months proviſions for at leaſt 20,000 men at full ra- 


,, ouzht to be ſent out early in the ſpring. The numbers 
mouths to feed, including ſavages, Canadians, artificers, 


men, &c. upon the lakes, may be reckoned a full third 


re than the troops. Canada will furniſh flour ſufficiently; 
the drain of live cattle has been ſo great the laſt campaign, 
very little can be expected. 

\ corps of boatmen is abſolutely neceſſary for all opera- 
in a country ſo much interſected with lakes and rivers as 
t wherein the Canadian army muſt act. | : 


Ha Letter from Major General Phillips to General Carle- 
ton, dated St, John's, Nov. 9, 1770. 


Received from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne. ] 


SIR, | 

he late expedition upon the Lake has fully made to ap- 
the great utility of gun-hoats when they are ſerved by 
royal artillery, I hat it is an armament peculiarly adapt- 
tothe ſervice of the Jakes in almoſt every caſe that can 
pen, and poſſeſſing ſingular advantages in light winds 
calms, by covering our own veſſels or attacking thoſe of 
enemy, of which the inftance in the action of the 11th 
October ſtrongly evinces the truth. 
It appears to me an object very worthy your Excellency's 
deration for the next campaign; and I take the liberty 
ſubmitting to you, Sir, whether it would not be proper 
make a demand from England for a certain number of theſe 
ts calculated to mount guns upon, to be ſent from thence 
ed ſo as to be put together in Canada. 

heir being ſent from England becomes neceſſary, becauſe 
can be conſtructed there with ſeaſoned timber, ſo as to 
ler the boats platforms, carriages for guns, &c. &c. ſuffi- 
ily ſtrong for the ſervice they are intended. 

he gun-boats which were built here were of a-good con- 
Ion, but being new timber out from the woods, were 
buoyant on the water, conſequently not ſo uſeful as could 
viſhed, nor ſtrong enough to reſiſt the force of heavy 
and howitzers. The building a number of boats of 
ſort here, would alſo interfere with and retard the reſit- 
and fitting out the armament as it now ſtands for the 
| enſuing 
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enſuing campaign, I therefore repeat, that I think « 
boats ſhould be conſtructed in England; and J am poſit 
of opinion, that a certain number ſhould be ordered for! 
ſervice. | | 
The boats upon this principle, which came from Engl 
this year, muſt have been conſtructed by different perſy 
they were almoftall different one from the other; ſome x 
indeed very good, others but indifferent, and two ſo ie 
bad that they could not, with the utmoſt endeavour, be 
zether here. 
From the experience we have had of theſe boats, and fi 
the report of the officers of artillery and the gentlemen of 
navy, they are not ſo perfect at any rate as they might . 
ought to be. 
I haye therefore directed a drawing of a gun-bozt u 
larger dimenſions, having increaſed the length five feet, 
ſo on according to that proportion. 

Theſe boats ſo conſtructed, are calculated to carry bei! 
twelve pounders, light twenty-four pounders, eight inch 
witzers in the bow, upon ſliding carriages, on moveablep 
forms, ſuch as have been made here this year, and uſed y 
much ſucceſs ; there may be alſo mounted upon the ferns E 
theſe boats two light three or ſix pounders to ſecure a del 
five fre againſt an attack during the time the gun in fron 
in action againſt an enemy. . 

The conveniency and ſecurity of carrying ammunitio 
particularly attended to. The boats ſent from England 
year were remarkable inſufficient in this particular. 

beg further to ſuggeſt, that it be recommended, th 
the navy eonſtruct theſe boats, it may be done at one int 
yard; or if by contract, by one perſon ; as by this mean len 
timber will be all conformable to the plan, and there vi 
no difficulty in putting the boats together when they ar: 
Canada, | 
I ſubmit to your Excellency's conſideration, whether 

Mould not be boats demanded as follows: 


For twelve pounders heavy braſs 4 8 R 
For twenty - four pounders light ditto 8 China 
For twelve pounders medium ditto 8 

For eight inch howitzers - 4 


| 24 dt. L 
I am not certain whether there are not twenty-four pl 
ders caſt upon a medium conſtrudtion weighing about ti 


| 


2.9" 
* — — 


1 „In 


wt, Should it be fo, I would offer to your Excellency, 
we four ſuch guns in place of the four heavy twelve 
ders. | TR 
he gun-carriages, platforms, iron- works, and every other 
cular neceſſary to mount theſe guns upon theſe boats to 
at from England. | 
t will be neceſſary alſo, that ſome of the artillery before- 
tioned, be ſent with the boats and the ammunition requi- 
fr the whole, I incloſe a return upon that ſubject. 
ptain Blomfield of the royal artilley, who has acted 
ns the campaign as my Major of brigade, is perfectly 
winted with the intentions relative to theſe boats, the ar- 
j for them and their compleat equipment. | 
that officer is going to England, I will requeſt of you, 
ſhould your Excellency approve of what I have wrote 
his ſubject, to recommend, that Captain Blomfield may 
the care of ſeeing and attending upon the conſtruction 
heſe boats and their equipment in England. | 
TI have the honour to be, Sir, with the 
. greateſt reſpeR, your Excellency's moſt 

| . obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
Is Excellency General W. PHiLLIPs, 
rleton, &c. &c. &e. 


Diſpoſition of Winter Duarters in Canads, 
Received the 1/2 of Jan. 1777, from Lieutenant-General 


| Burgoyne. ] | 
inter quarters for the Britiſh troops, as ordered by his 
lency the commander in chief, Nov. 1, 1776. 
l Head quarters of the army. 
y MoNTREAL. 
Royal artillery. 
Twenty- ninth regiment, 
General hoſpital]. 
R. regiment New- Vork. ( The regiment emigrants, 
Lina, | La Chenaye. 
vinte Claire, J Terre Bonne. 
ine, 1 | Rivicre du Chéne. 
Ig:dier-General Fraſer's corps upon the ſouth of the ri- 
. Lawrence. 
La Praire. 
Longueüil. 
Boucherville. | | 
Vol. VIII. FS. | Varrenes 
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Varrenes et Iſle Thereſe. 
Vercherres et Iſle Boucharet. 
Contre Cceur. 


Grand St. Ourr. 


Firſt brigade commanded by Brigadier-General Powel 
| : Upon the Hutch, v1 
| Left of the brigade; 
T hirty-firſt and fifty-third regiments, 
hambly. | 
Bellociul. 
St. Charles. 
St. Denys. 
St. Antoine. 
St. Ours. 
Sorel. f 
Upon the river St. Lawrence and diſtrict of Montreal 
Right of the brigade; 
Forty-ſeventh and ninth regiments, 
5 Iſle Jeſus. 
Riviere des Praires. 
Saut de Recolet. 
St. Genevieve, 
St. Laurent, 


Second brigade commanded by Brigadier-Genera] Hamil 
| Left of the brigade. | 
T hirty-fourth and fixty-ſecond regiments, 
5 Quebec. | 5 
Diſtrict of Quebec. 
Right of the brigade. 
Twenty-firſt and twentieth regiments. 
'-— +, The aux Noix, - © 
St. John, 


Thoughts for conducting the War from the Side of Canad 
i By Lieutenant-General Burgoyne. | 
When the laſt ſhips came from Quebec, a report pre 
ed in Canada, ſaid to have been founded upon poſitive WW... 
dence, that the rebels had laid the kecls of ſeveral large 
ſels at Sheenborough and Ticonderoga, and were reſolve 
exert their utmoſt powers, to conſtruc a new and formil 
fleet during the winter. „ 
[ will not, however, give credit to their exertions, in 

2 degree as to imagine the King's troops will be pron 
„ g * e 


\. 1) 
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ing Lake Champlain early in the ſummer, but will ſup- 
the operations of the army to begin from Crown Point, 
ut as the preſent means to form effectual plans, is to lay 
n every poſſible difficulty, I will ſuppoſe the enemy in 
at force at T'iconderoga ; the different works there are ca- 
e of admitting twelve thouſand men, | 
vill ſuppoſe him alſo to occupy Lake George with a con- 
able naval ſtrength, in order to ſecure his retreat, and 
xwards to retard the campaign; and it is natural to ex- 
}, that he will take meaſures to block up the roads from 
onderoga to Albany by the way of Sheenborough, by for- 
ring the ſtrong ground at different places, and thereby 
living the King's army to carry a weight of artillery with 
and by felling trees, breaking bridges, and other obvious 
rediments, to delay, though he ſhould not have power or 
it finally to. reſiſt, its progreſs. Tk | 
The enemy thus diſpoſed upon the fide of Canada, it is to 
conſidered what troops will be neceſſary, and what diſpe- 
jon of them will be moſt proper to proſecute the campaign 
th vigour and effect. 
| humbly conceive the operating army (I mean excluſively 
the troops -left for the ſecurity of Canada) ought not to 
aſt of leſs than 8000 regulars, rank and file, The artil- 
required in the memorandums of General Carleton, a 
ps of watermen, 2000 Canadians, including hatchet-men 
other workmen, and 1000 or more ſavages. „ 
|t is to be hoped that the reinforcement and the victualling 
ps may all be ready to ſail from the channel and from 
k on the laſt day of March. I am perſuaded that to fail 
th a fleet of tranſports earlier, is to ſubject government to 
$and diſappointment, It may reaſonably be expected that 
y will reach Quebec before the 2oth of May, a period in 
Utime for opening the campaign, The roads and the ri- 
and lakes, by the melting and running off of the ſnows, 
in common years impracticable ſooner, | 
But as the weather long before, that time will probably 
ne admitted of labour in the docks, I will take for granted, 
at the fleet of laſt year, as well batteaux as armed veſſels, 
ll be found repaired, augmented and fit for immediate ſer- 
de. The magazines that remain of proviſion, I believe 
m not to be abundant, will probably be formed at Mon- 
a, Sorel and Chamblee. | | 
[| conceive the firſt buſineſs for thoſe entruſted with the 
def powers, ſhould be to ſele& and poſt the troops deſtined 
remain in Canada; to throw up the military ſtores and _ 
| D d 2 proviſion 


well 
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proviſion with all poſſible diſpatch, in which ſervice the abo 
mentioned troops, if properly poſted, will greatly aſſiſt; 
to draw the army deftined for operation to cantonmeg 
within as few days march of St. John as conveniently 1 
be. 1 ſhould prefer cantonments at that ſeaſon of the 
to encampment, as the ground is very damp and conſeque 

very pernicious to the men, and more eſpecially as t 
will have been for many months before uſed to lodgin 
heated with ſtoves, or between decks in ſhips ; all theſe ¶ ice 
. rations may be pat in motion together, but they ſeverally 
quire ſome obſervation. "2 

I ſhould wiſh that the troops left in Canada, fuppoſing 
number mentioned in my former memorandum to de appr 

ed might be made as follows : 


| | Rank & H ane 

The 31ſt regiment, Britiſh, excluſive of theis Th 
light company of grenadiers — b 
Maclean's corps - E - qu: 
The 29th regiment by 


The ten additional companies from Great Bri- 
tain - / 98 — 

Brunſwic and Heſſe Hanau to be taken by de- 12 
tachments or completę corps, as Major-Ge- 
neral Reideſel ſhall recommend, leaving the 
grenadiers, light infantry and dragoons com- 
pleat ; 3 — — * 

Detachments from the other Britiſh brigades, 
leaving the grenadiers and light infantry com- 
plete and ſquaring the battalions equally 50% dep 


1 cod! 

My reafon for ſelecting the 3xft regiment for this duty 

that when I faw it laſt it was not equally in order with 

other regiments ſor ſervices of activity. 
I propoſe the 29th regiment as it is not at preſent brigadinc: 
I propoſe Maclean's corps, becauſe I very much appreh 


deſertion from ſuch parts of it as are compofed of America) « 

thould they come near the enemy., - _ r 
In Canada, whatfoever may be their diſpoſition it is not 

eaſy to effect it. | It w 


And I propoſe making up. the reſidue by detachment, Wy « 
cauſe by ſelecting the men leaſt calculated for fatigue or | 
accuſtomed to it, which may be equally good ſoldiers 
more eonſined movyencnts and better provided fituations, * 
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ase ftrength for operation is much greater and the defen- 
length not impaired. . 
muſt deg leave to ſtate the expeditious conveyance of 
ion and ſtores from Quebec, and the ſeveral other depo- 
ies, in order to form ample magazines at Crown Point, 
ee of the moſt important operations of the campaign, be- 
e it is upon that which moſt of the reſt will depend. If 
inns veſſels up the St. Lawrence are alone to be employed, 
ccident of contrary winds may delay them two months 
ly Wee they paſs the Rapids of Richlieu and afterwards St. 
rs Lake; dalays to that extent are not uncommon, and 
re only to be obviated by having a quantity of ſmall 
p in readineſs to work with oars. From the mouth of 
forrell to Chamblee, rowing and tacking is a ſure con- 
eee if ſufficient hands are found. From Chamblee to 
Thereſe (which is juſt above the Rapids) apt. 
de uſed, and great authority will be requiſite to ſupply 
oMquantity neceſſary. EL 
a buſineſs thus complicated in arrangement, in ſome parts 
ſual in practice, and in others perhaps difficult, can only 
arried to the deſired effect by the peremptory powers, 
n zeal and con ſonant opinion of the governor ; and tho? 
former are not to be doubted, a failure in the latter, vin- 
ted, or ſeeming to be vindicated, by the plauſible obſtrue- 
that will not fail to be ſuggeſted by others, will be ſuf- 
pt to cruſh ſuch exertions, as an officer, of a ſanguine 
er, entruſted with the future conduct of the campaign, 
whoſe perſonal intereſt and fame, therefore conſequenti- 
depend upon a timely out- ſet, would be led to make. 
te aſſembly of the ſavages and the Canadians will alſo 
ly depend upon the governor, | | 
Jader theſe conſiderations, it is preſumed, that the general 
remployed to-proceed with the atmy, will be held to be 
the reach of any poſſible blame till he is clear of the 
nee of Canada, and furniſhed with the propoſed ſupplies. 
te navigation of Lake Champlain, ſecured by the ſupe- 
of our naval force, and the arrangements for forming 
r magazines ſo eſtabliſhed as to make the execution cer- 
would not loſe a day to take poſlefion of Crown 
t with Brigadier Fraſer's corps, a large body of; ſavages, 
ly of Canadians, both for ſcouts and works, and the beſt 
ur engineers and artificers well ſupplied with intrenching 
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te brigade would be ſufficient to prevent inſult during 
ne neceſſary for collecting the ſtores, farming maga- 
| T7 1 | Zines, 


too much weaken ſo ſmall an army. 


come indiſpenfibly neceffary to attack the enemy by wat 


, 
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Zines, and fortifying the poſts ; all which ſhould be done 
a certain degree, previous to proceeding in force to Ticon 
roga; to ſuch a degree I mean, as may be ſuppoſed to 
effected in time of tranſporting artillery, preparing faſei 
and other neceſſaries for artillery operations; and by keep 
the reſt of the army back during that period, the tranſport 
proviſions will be leſſened, and the ſoldiers made of ufe in 
warding the convoys. 

But though there would be only one brigade at Cr 
Point at that time, it does not follow that the enemy fl 
remain in a ſtate of tranquility. Corps of ſavages, ſupp 
by detachments of light regulars, ſhould be continually 
foot to keep them in alarm, and within their works to d 
the reconnoitering of general officers and engineers, an 
_ the beſt intelligence of their ſtrength, poſition, 
deſign. 5 
If due exertion is made in the preparations ſtated al 
it may be hoped, that Ticonderoga will be reduced earj 
the ſummer, and it will then become a more proper plac: 
arms than Crown Point. | 

The next meaſure muſt depend upon thoſe taken by 
enemy, and upon the general plan of the campaign 28 
certed at home. If it be determined that General He 
whole forces ſhould act upon Hudſon's river and to the ſo 
ward of it, and that the only object of the Canada 
be to effect a junction with that force, the immediate p 
fion of Lake George would be of great conſequence, 2 
moſt expeditious and moſt commodious route to Aldi 
and ſhould the enemy be in force upon that lake, hie 
very probable, every _ ſhould be tried by throwing 

s and light troops round it, to oblige them to quit it 
out waiting for naval preparations. Should thoſe efforts 
the route by South Bay and Sheenborough might be ate 
ed, but conſiderable difficulties may be expected, as the 
row parts of the river may be eaſily choaked up anc rent " 
impaſſable, and at beſt there will be neceſſity for a gre? | 
of land carriage for the artillery, proviſion, &c, whic 
only be ſupplied from Canada. In caſe of ſucceſs 2 
that route, and the enemy not removed from Lake Geo! 
will be neceſſary to leave a chain of poſts, as the arm) 
ceeds for the ſecurities of your communication, which 


Leſt all theſe attempts ſhould unavoidbly fail, and 


en Lake George, the army at the outſet fhould be pid 
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carriages, implements, and artificers, for conveying 
ed veſſels from Ticonderoga to the lake. 

heſe ideas are formed upon the ſuppoſition, that it be the 
purpoſes of the Canada army to effect a junction with 
eral Howe, or after co-operating ſo far as to get poſſeſſion 
lbany and open the communication to New Vork, to 
in upon the Hudſon's river, and thereby enable that gene- 
act with his whole force to the ſouthward. | : 
ut ſhould the ſtrength of the main American army be. 
as to admit of the corps of troops now at Rhode Iſland, 
ning there during the winter, and acting ſeparately in 
ſpring, it may be highly worthy conſideration, whether 
moſt important purpoſe to which the Canada army could 
nployed, ſuppoſing it in poſſeſſion of Ticonderoga, would 
te to gain the Connecticut river. | 

be extent of country from Ticonderoga to the inhabited 
ry upon that river, oppoſite to Charles Ton, is about ſix- 
les, and though to convey artillery and proviſion ſo far by 
| would be attended with difficulties, perhaps more than 
eabove ſuggeſted, upon a progreſs to Sheenborough, ſhould . 
object appear worthy, it is to be hoped, reſources might be 
1d; in that caſe, it would be adviſeable to fortify with 
or two ſtrong redoubts the heights oppoſite to Charles 
wn, and eſtabliſh poſts of ſavages upon the paſſage from 
onderoga to thoſe heights, to preſerve the communication, 
at the ſame time prevent any attempt from the country 
e Charles Town, which is very populous, from moleſting 
rear qr interrupting the convoys of ſupply, while the ar- 
proceeded down the Connecticnt. Should the junction 
een the Canada and Rhode Iſland armies be effected up- 
he Connecticut, it is not too ſanguine an expectation that 
be New England provinces will be reduced by their ope- 
dns, | | 
[oayoid bregking in upon other matter, I omitted in the 
nning of theſe papers to ſtate the idea of an expedition at 
outſet of the campaign by the Lake Ontario and Oſwe- 
0 the Mohawk river, which as a diverſion to facilitate, 
j propoſed operation would be highly deſirable, provided 
amy ſhould be reinforced ſufficiently to afford it. 

t may at firſt appear, from a view of the preſent ſtrength 
be army, that it may bear the ſort of detachment propoſ- 
myſelf laſt year for this purpoſe ; but it is to be con- 
ed, that at that time, the utmoſt object of the campaign, 
i the advanced ſeaſon and unavoidable delay of prepara- 
for the lakes, being the reduction of Crown Point and 
| Ticonderoga, 
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Ticonderoga, unleſs the ſucceſs of my expedition had oped 
the road to Albany, no greater numbers were neceſlary ſh u 
for thoſe firſt operations. The caſe in the preſent year, 
fers; hecauſe the ſeaſon of the year affording a propel 
very extenſive operation, and conſequently the eftabliſhy 
of many poſts, patroles, c. will become neceſſary, 
army ought to be in a ſtate of numbers to bear thoſe dn 
and ftill remain ſufficient to attack any thing that proj 
can be oppoled to 1t. | 
Nor, to argue from probability, is ſo much force neceſ 
for this diverſion this year, as was required for the laſt; 
cCauſe we then knew that General Schuyler, with a thou 
men, was fortified upon the Mohawk. When the dif 
fituations of things are conſidered, viz. the progreſs of Gu 
Howe, the early invaſion from Canada, the threateny 
the Connecticut from Rhode-Iſland, c. it is not tt 
imagined that any detachment of ſuch force as that of Nc 
ler can be ſupplied by the enemy for the Mohawk. In 
not therefore propoſe it of more (and I have great diſſi 
whether ſo much can be prudently afforded) than Sir 
Johnſon's corps, an hundred Britith from the ſecond bry 
and an hundred more from the 8th regiment, with fourp 
of the lighteft artillery, and a body of ſavages ; Sir Ne 
ohnſon to be with a detachment in perſon, and an able MW bai 
officer to command it. I ſhould with Lieutenant Colon 
Leger for that employment, | 
F particularize the ſecond brigade, becauſe the firſti 
poſed to be diminiſhed by the 31ſt regiment remain 
Canada, and the reſt of the regiment drafted for the « 
dition being made alſo part of the Canada force, thi 
brigades will be exactly ſquared. 
ould it appear, upon examination of rhe really eff 
numbers of the Canada army, that the force is not full 
for proceeding upon the above ideas with a fair proipt 
ſucceſs, the alternative remains of embarking the am 
Quebec, in order to effect a junction with General Hoi 
fea, or to be employed ſeparately to co-operate with the 
deſigns, by ſuch means as ſhould be within their f 
upon other parts of the continent, And though thei 
upon examination of the numbers from the returns hen 
the reinforcements deſigned, ſhould appear adequate, 
humbly ſubmitted, as a ſecurity againft the poſhbility 
remaining inactive, whether it might not be expedit 
entruſt the latitude of embarking the army by ſea to the nen u 
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der in chief, provided any accidents during the winter, 
| unknown here, ſhould have diminiſhed the numbers con- 
rably, or that the enemy, from any winter ſucceſs to the 
thward, ſhould have been able to draw ſuch forces towards 
frontiers of Canada, and take up their ground with ſuch 
caution as to render the intended meaſure impracicable or 
hazardous. But in that caſe it muſt be confidered that 
re force would be required to be left behind for the ſecurity 
Canada, than is ſuppoſed to be neceſſary when an army is 
ond the lakes; and 1 do not conceive any expedition from 
ka can be ſo formidable to the enemy, or ſo effectual to 
e the war, as an invaſion from Canada by Ticonderoga. 
s laſt meaſure ought not to be thought of, but upon poſi- 
conviction of its neceſſity. 


Hertfor d-/treet, 
. 28th, 1777. J. Bux coYNE. 


aft of a Letter from Lord George Germaine to General 
Carleton, dated Whitehall, 26th March, 1777. 


letter of the 22d of Auguſt, 1776, was intruſted to 
are of Captain Le Maitre, one of your aid de camps; 
having been three times in the Gulph of St. Laurence 
| the mortification to find it impoſſible to make his paſ- 
to Quebec, and therefore returned to England with my 
tch; which, though it was prevented by that accident 
reaching your hands in due time, I nevertheleſs think 
xr to tranſmit to you by this earlieſt opportunity. 

du will be informed, by the contents thereof, that as ſoon 
u ſhould have driven the rebel forces from the frontiers 
anada, it was his Majeſty's pleaſure that you ſhould re- 
to Quebec, and take with you ſuch part of your army 
your judgment and diſcretion appeared ſufficient ſor the 
eof the province; that you ſhould detach Lieutenant 
al Burgoyne, or ſuch other officer as you ſhould think 
proper, with the remainder of the troops, and direct the 
ſo detached to proceed with all poflible expedition to 
zeneral Howe, and to put himſelf under his command. 
th a view of quelling the rebellion as ſoon as poſſible, it 
ome highly neceſſary that the moſt ſpeedy junction of 
o armies (ould be effected; and therefore, as the ſecu- 


d good government of Canada abſolutely require your 
ce there, it is the King's determination to leave about 
nen under your command, for the defence and duties 
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upon the fouth ſhore of St. Laurence, oppoſite the iſle of 
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of that province, and to employ the remainder of your an 
upon two expeditions, the one under the command of Lieu 
nant General Burgoyne, who is to force his way to Alba 
and the other under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Leger, who is to make a diverſion on the Mohawk river. 

As this plan cannot be advantageouſly executed with 
the aſſiſtance of Canadians and Indians, his Majeſty ſtron 
recomments it to your care, to furniſh both expeditions v 
good and ſufficient bodies of thoſe men; and I am happ 
knowing that your influence among them is ſo great, 
there can be no room to apprehend you will find it difficult 
fulfil his Majeſty's expectations. | 

In order that no time may be loſt in entering upon th 
important undertakings, General Burgoyne has received 
ders to fail forthwith for Quebec; and toat the intendede 
rations may be maturely conſidered, and afterwa d carried 
in ſuch a manner as is moſt likely to be follow<. ::» ſucc 
he is directed to conſult with you upon the ſud ct, and 
form and adjuſt the plan as you both ſhall think moſt co 
cive to his Majeſty's ſervice. 

1 am alſo to acquaint you, that as ſoon as you ſhall 
fully regulated every thing relative to theſe expeditions, 
the King relies upon your zeal, that you will be as ex 
tions as the nature of the buſineſs will admit) it is his M 0 
ſty's pleaſure that you detain for the Canada ſervice artill 
The 8th- regiment, deducting 100 for the expedition to ihe d 
- the Mohawk, - WE 8 
Battalion companies of the 29th and 31ſt regiments, 
Battalion companies of the 34th, deducting 100 for the r 


expedition to the Mohawk, - . it nec 
Eleven additional companies from Great Britain, In the 
Detachments from the two brigades, Ss , prov 
Detachments from the German troops, 8 on, an 
Royal Highland emigrants, - K 5 power 


b Lak: 


exertic 


Vou will naturally conclude that this allotment for &. ex 
da has not been made without properly weighing the (i do 
duties which are likely to be required. His Majeſty ban the 
only conſidered the ſeveral garriſons and pofts which pro” laſt 
it may be neceſſary for you to take, viz. Quebec, Chau ten ti 
the diſaffected pariſhes of Point Levi, Montreal, and ppl 755 
tween that town and Oſwegatchie, Trois Revieres, St. IG 4 Bur 
Sele aux Noix, La Prairie, Vergere, and ſome other n oh 85 
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with poſts of communication to St. John's, but he hath 
reflected that the ſeveral operations which will be carry- 
n in different parts of America muſt neceſſarily confine 
tention of the rebels to the teſpective ſcenes of action, 
ure Canada from external attacks, and that the inter- 
quiet which at preſent prevails is not likely to be inter- 
j, or-if interrupted, will ſoon, be reſtored by your in- 
ce over the inhabitants; he therefore truſts that 3000 
jill be quite ſufficient to anſwer every poſſible demand. 
is likewiſe his Majeſty's pleaſure that you put under the 
nnd of Lieutenant General Burgoyne | 
genadiers and light infantry of the army, (except 
the 8th regiment and the 24th regiment) as the 
anced corps under the command of Brigadier Ge- 
nl Fraſer, - 1 - 1568 
hrigade, battalion companies of the gth, 21ſt, and 
regiments, deducting a detachment of 50 from 
corps, to remain in Canada, - 1194 
id brigade, battalion companies of the 20th, 53d, 
62d regiments, deduCting 50 from each corps to 
jan as above, - . 1194 
je German troops, except the Hanau chaſſeurs, 
a detachment of 650, CT - 3217 
artillery, except ſuch parts as ſhall be neceſſary | 
the defence of Canada, — 
7173 
ther with as many Canadians and Indians as may be 
t neceſſary for this ſervice ; and after having furniſhed 
n the fulleſt. and compleateſt manner with artillery, 
proviſions, and every other article neceſſary for his ex- 
jon, and ſecured to him every aſſiſtance which it is in 
power to afford and procure, you are to give him orders 
k Lake Champlain, and from thence, by the moſt vigo- 
exertion of the force under his command, to proceed 
al expedition to Albany, and put himſelf under the 
und of Sir William Howe. | = 
m the King's knowledge of the great preparations made 
u laſt year to ſecure the command of the lakes, and 
tention to this part of the ſervice during the winter, 
lyeſty is led to expect that every thing will be ready for 
kl Burgoyne's paſſing the lakes by the time you and he 
ye adjuſted the plan of the expedition. „ 
dhe King's further pleaſure that you put under the com- 
of Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger Bk 
E e 2 Detach» 
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and ſeveral officers, both Britiſh and Canadians, lately 
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7. 
Detachment from the 8th regiment, — i ned 
Detachment from the 34th regiment, - 5 7 
Sir John Johnſon's regiment of New- Vork, hb 
Hanau chaſſeurs, N - - 


Together with a fufficient number of Canadians and Ind 
and after having furniſhed him with proper artillery, ft 
proviſions, and every other neceſſary article for his expedit 
and ſecured to him every aſſiſtance in your power to if 
and procure, you are to give him orders to proceed forth 
to and down the Mohawk river to Albany, and put hin 
under the command of Sir William Howe. 

I ſhall write to Sir William Howe from hence by the! 
packet; but you will nevertheleſs endeavour to give him 
earlieſt intelligence of this meaſure, and alſo direct Lieut: 
General Burgoyne, and Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger to 
glect no opportunity of doing the ſame, that they may 
ceive inſtructions from Sir William Howe. You will x 
ſame time inform them, that, until they ſhall have recd 
orders from Sir William Howe, it is his Majeſty's ple: 
that they act as exigencies may require, and in ſuch man 
as they ſhall judge moſt proper for making an impreflin 
the rebels, and bringing them to obedience ; but that in 
doing, they muſt never loſe view of their intended jundi 
With Sir William Howe as their principal objects, 

In caſe Lieutenant Genera! Burgoyne or Lieutenant C 
nel St, Leger ſhould happen to die, or be rendered, thro 
illneſs, incapable of executing thoſe great truſts, you are 
nominate to their reſpective commands, ſuch officer or off 
as you ſhall think beſt qualified to ſupply the place of t 
whom his Majeſty has in his wiſdom at preſent appointed 
— % ͤ—— 8 


Extradt of a Letter from the Honourable Sir William Hout 
Tord George Germaine, dated New- Vork, 2d April, 117] 
| [ Recerved 8:h May.] 

YOUR Lordſhip will receive incloſed a copy of my let 
to Sir Guy Carleton, which goes in a few days by a fri 
convoying Sir John Johnſon, Lieutenant Colonel Maclen 


turn 
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ied from their captivity, together with a few recruits for 
ſeveral corps in Canada. 


y of a Letter from General Sir William Howe to General 
Sir Guy Carleton, dated New-York, 5th April, 1777. 


[In Sir William Howe's of 2d April, 1777.1 
SIR, | 


want of ſufficient ſtrength in this army, to detach a corps 
ſtent with the operations already determined upon. The 
e your Excellency may deem expedient to advance beyond 
r frontiers, after taking Ticonderoga, will, I fear, have 
eaffiſtance from-hence to facilitate their approach; and as 
all probably be in Penſylvania when that corps is ready to 
ance into this province, it will not be in my power to com- 
nicate with the officer commanding it ſo ſoon as I could 
b; he muſt therefore purſue ſuch meaſures as may from 
umſtances be judged moſt conducive to the advancement 
bis Majeſty's ſervice, conſiſtently with your Excellency's 
rs for his conduct. 


the advantages that muſt ariſe by ſecuring Albany and 


this ſituation will open a free intercourſe with the In- 
n on this ſide, | 

he further progreſs of this corps depending ſo much upon 
enemy's movements, cannot be foreſeen at this diſtance 
ume; ſtill J flatter myſelf, and have reaſon to expect, the 
de of government in that part of the country will be 
d ſo numerous, and ſo ready to give every aid and afli- 
ce in their power, that it will prove no difficult taſk to re- 
the more rebellious parts of the province. In the mean 
le I ſhall endeavour to have a corps upon the lower part 


ping through the Highlands, at preſent obſtructed by ſe- 
cla! forts erected by the rebels for that purpoſe ; which corps 
iterwards act in favour of the northern army. | 


AVING but little expectation that T ſhall be able, from 


the beginning of the campaign to act up Hudfon's river, 


The poſſeſſion of Ticonderoga will naturally be the firſt. 
ct; and without preſuming to point out to your Excel- 


adjacent country, I conclude they will engage the next 
areWation ; but, omitting others, give me leave to ſuggeſt, 


„ without which. we are to expect little aſſiſtance from 


Hudſon's river, ſufficient to open the communication for 


Major 
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ſelf ſome method will be found of conveying it immediat 
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Major Edmsſtone of the th regiment having been !, 
detaincd a pritoner at Albany, and having procured teas 
come here tc n:gotiate his exchange, I have ſent him hz 
with di;<&tions to inform Mr, Schuyler, that if he permitsh 
to go to Canada, I ſhall releaſe. a Major in exchange, 
has information of too delicate a nature to commit to par 
and of the uno Importance in favour of the northern ar 
advancing to Albapy, which I truſt he will find ſome mean 
communicating, even though he ſhould not obtain leave to 
to Canada in perſon 

I beg your Excellency may be pleaſed to favour me w 
the earlieſt intelligence of your movements, and Hatter t 


to New-York. 
With my moſt earneſt wiſhes for your health and ſucce 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
W. Hove 


Extract of a Litter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord Ge: 
Germaine, dated Quebec, the gth May, 1777. 


1 Received 2d July.] 


I RECEIVED by Captain Le. Maitre, who arrived | 
with General Burgoyne in the Apollo, the 6th inſtant, 
Lordſhip's ſeveral diſpatches from No. 3 to 7, incluſive, ] 
feparate letter of 26th March. laſt, and the others from Ni 
to 16, incluſive, with the annexed papers. 


Extract of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord Get 
Germaine, dated Quebec, 26th June, 1777. 


[Received 3d Auguſt. ] 


1 ACQUAINTED your Lordſhip, in my letter, No 
that the troops ordered to be detached from the army in 
nada; to ſerve upon expeditions under Lieutenant Gen 
Burgoyne, and Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger, had been 
mediately put under their reſpective commands. Lieute! 
General Burgoyne proceeded on the ſervice allotted to! 
by your Lordſhip about the 17th inſtant, having ſent on 
of his army ſome time before, and the laſt of it left St. Jo 
about the 20th, Major General Phillips ſerves up" 

8 | 1 | ex pediti 


— 
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tion 3 and J have the ſatis faction of being able to aſſure 
that all the troops, as well foreign as national, are in high 
b and good diſcipline, 

tis army has been joined by the Indians of St. Regis, 
St. Louis, Lake of the two Mountains, and St. Fran- 
nd the Hurons are immediately to follow ; the whole of 
Indians amount to about 500 warriors, But it is ne- 
to obſerve, that there is always an uncertainty as to 
occe of the Indians, parties being continually leaving 
and returning, as their humour leads them. h 
accounts from Michillimakinac I learn, that all the 
n nations are defirous of coming down, and that the 
ulty is to prevent the number of them from being ſo 
5 to cauſe diſtreſs to his Majeſty's ſervice, One body, 
ing of 120, are juſt arrived; (part of thoſe I ordered 
er) they will follow General Burgoyne as faſt as poſſible. 
ning learnt, by intelligence from the frontiers of this 
nee, that conſiderable numbers of loyal inhabitants were 
nz for the approach of the army, to furniſh them with 
tunities of eſcaping from among their rebellious neigh- 
„ and that they will take arms, I have made out blank 
viſions, and delivered them to General Burgoyne, to 
two corps, as he ſhall find occaſion; wiſhing to make 
far as I am able for his want of powers, and that in ſome 
he may avail himſelf of a favourable diſpoſition in thoſe 
, and turn it to public utility immediately, left the fa- 
able moment ſnould be loſt in delay, 

utenant Colonel St. Leger has likewiſe begun his move- 
taking with him the detachment of the 34th and the 
regiment of New-York, which is increaſed to about 300 
and a company of Canadians, He will be joined by 
ttachment of the Sth, and the Indians of the Six Na- 
with the Miſeſages, as he proceeds; about 100 of the 
ogg have ſince arrived, and they are on their way 
in him, 

lat your Lordſhip may be more particularly informed of 
eſe matters, I tranſmit the orders which J have iſſued on 
ccalion, together with copies of all letters worth your 
e, which have paſſed between Lieutenant General Bur- 
„ Major General Phillips, and me, on the ſubject of 


pers is herewith incloſed. 


Copy 


Mangement they have thought proper to propoſe, a liſt of 
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incloſe to your Lordſhip the ſubſtance of what paſſed 


of Connecticut, and to cover the reconnoitering of, 


PARLIAMENTARY A 


Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to nne jk 
Burgoyne, dated Montreal, June 10, 177). 


2 Sir Guy Carleton's, June 26, 1777. bn 


Six, 

ALTHOUGH I have communicated to you everyt 
T was made acquainted with relative to your and Lieute 
Colonel St. Leger's expeditions, I cannot let you dt 
without giving you all the orders 8 them, in 
manner they are contained in Lord George Germaine; 
ter of the 26th of March, 1777, for your further guid 
and inſtruction, an extract from which letter is herewith 
cloſed. And I incloſe you extracts of two letters from 
Barrington, the one reſpecting the brigadiers, the other 
recruits of the 33d regiment going under your comman 

I alſo incloſe for your private information, a copy 
letter which I have received from General Sir William He 
wiſhing you a happy and ſucceſsful campaign. 
: am, &Cc, fe 


G. 0 


Lieutenant - General Burgoyne. 


Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant- General! Burgoyne 91 
- George Germaine, dated Camp, on the River Boug 
near Lake Champlain, June 22, 1777. 


' OPERATIONS of conſequence being ſo near, I ſhi 
have poſtponed this diſpatch, but that I was unwilling 
omit the immediate opportunity that offers of conve) 
to your Lordſhip intelligence ſo ſatisfactory, as I ima 
will be that of the general cordiality of the Indians. 

hundred of thoſe of the neareſt nations arrived punctuil 
the rendezvous I had fixed for them, &c. larger numbers 
daily expected. I met them yeſterday in congreſs, ao 


gave them the war-feaſt according to their cuſtom in 
evening, and this morning a conſiderable detachment 
gone forth, ſupported by regular light infantry, to brea 
upon the enemy's convoys and communications from tie 


country on the other fide Ticonderoga, towards South 
which is the route I imagine they mean to retreat by 


! 
. 
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nderoga ſhall be forced. A plan that I ſhall endeavour 
concert, as well as that of retreating by Lake George; 
ud they try to aſs croſs the Green Mountains to Con- 
icut River, I ſhould hope they would be much expoſed 
yy purſuit. I have taken the occaſion of the above de- 
ment to diſperſe a manifeſto, a copy of which I here- 


| incloſe. 


A. 


0 


ance of the Speech of Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to the 
uteMndians in Congreſs, at the Camp upon the River Bouquet, 
de ne 21, 1777, and their Anſwer. 


1 Lieutenant-General Burgoyne's, June 22, 1977. ] 


CulErs and WARRIORS, 
HE great King, dur common father, and the patron of 
cho ſeek and deſerve his protection, has conſidered with 
andW;f2&ion the general conduct of the Indian tribes from the 
inning of the troubles in America. Too ſagacious and 
faithful to be deluded or corrupted, they have obſerved 
violated rights of the parental power they love, and 
med to vindicate them. A few individuals alone, the 
. e of a ſmall tribe, at the firſt were led _— and the 
repreſentations, the ſpecious allurements, the inſidious pro- 
ks and diverſified plots, in which the rebels are exerciſed, 
all of which they employed for that effect, have ſerved 
in the end to enhance the honour of the tribes in gene- 
by demonſtrating to the world, how few and how con- 
ptible are the apoſtates. It is a truth known to you all, 
ttheſe pitiful examples excepted, and they probably have 
re this day hid their faces in ſhame, the collective voices 
hands of the Indian tribes over this vaſt continent, are 
tie fide of juſtice, of law, and of the King. | 
e reſtraint you have put upon your reſentment in wait- 
tbe King your father's call to arms, the hardeſt proof, 
n perſuaded, to which your affection could have been put, 
nother manifeſt and affected mark of your adherence to 
t principle of connection? to which you were always fond 
llude, and which it is mutually the joy and the duty of 
parent to cheriſh. | | 
he clemency of your father has been abuſed, the offers 
bis mercy have been deſpiſed, and his farther patience 
ud, in his eyes, become culpable, in as much as it would 
bold redreſs from the moſt grievous oppreſſions in the 
"ARS ff F f provinces 
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provinces that ever diſgraced the hiſtory of mankind. 
therefore remains for me, the General of one of his Maief 
armies, and in this council his repreſentative, to releaſe 
from thoſe bonds which your obcdience impoſed,---War 
you are free---Go forth in might of your valour andy 
cauſe ; ſtrike at the common enemies of Great-Britain 
America---diſturbers of public order, peace, and happii pet 
---deſtroyers of commerce, parricides of the ſtate, en f 

The circle round you, the Chiefs of his Majeſty's Wlhabic 
ropean forces, and of the Princes his allies, eſteem yo 
brothers in the war; emulous in glory and in friendſhip, 
will endeavour reciprocally to give and to receive exam 
we know how to value, and we will ſtrive to imitate youry 
ſeverance in enterprize, and your conſtancy to refiſt hui 
wearineſs, and pain. Be it our taſk, from the dictates of 
religion, the laws of our warfare, and the principles and 
tereſt. of our policy, to regulate your paſſions, when Wiſtou 
overbear, to point out where it is nobler to ſpare than v barb 
venge, to diſcriminate degrees of guilt, to ſuſpend the 
lifted ſtroke, to chaſtiſe, and not to deſtroy. ppell 
This war to you, my friends, is new; upon all forfi:nnc 
occaſions in taking the field you held yourſelves author 
to deſtroy wherever you came, becauſe every where 
found an enemy, The caſe is now very different. 
The Kang has many faithful ſubjects diſperſed in the 
vinces, conſequently you have many brothers there; 
theſe people are the more to be pitied, that they are pe 
cuted, or impriſoned, wherever they are diſcovered, or 
pected, and to diſſemble, is, to a generous mind, a yet u 
grievous puniſhment, | : 
Perſuaded that your magnanimity of character, join 
your principles of affection to the King, will give met 
controul over your minds, than the military rank with W 
Jam jnveſted, I enjoin your moſt ſerious attention tc 


rules which I hereby proclaim for your invariable obeſe 
tion during the campaign. | vio 

I poſitively forbid bloodſhed, when you are not oppoe! 
arms. have 


Aged men, women, children, and priſoners, muſt be Winer 
ſacred from the knife or hatchet, even in the time of al p. 
conflict. | 

— Youſhall receive compenſation for the priſoners you 


but you ſhall be called to account for ſcalps. With 
In conformity and- indulgence to your cuſtoms, lll y 


178. r 

e affixed an idea of honour to ſuch badges of victory, 
u ſhall be allowed to take the ſcalps of the dead, when 
ed by your fire, and in fair oppoſition ; but on no account, 
pretence, or. ſubtlety, or prevarication, are they to be 
en from the wounded, or even dying; and ſtill leſs par- 
able, if poſſible, will it be held, to kill men in that condi- 


the wounded, would be thereby evaded: 

Bit turking aſſaſſins, incendiaries, ravagers, and plun- 
of the country, to whatever army they may belong, 
de treated with leſs reſerve ; but the latitude muſt be 
et you by order, and I muſt be the judge of the occa- 


ould the enemy; on their part, dare to countenance acts 
barbarity towards thoſe who may fall into their hands, it 


welled, bear immoveable in your hearts this ſolid maxim, 


nd, worthy fervice of your alliance, the fincerity of your 
to the King your father, and never-failing protector, 
be examined, and judged upon the teſt only of your 
dy and uniform adherence to the orders and Gunſels of 
e to whom his Majeſty has intruſted the direction an 
honour of his arms. | 


Anſwer from an old Chief of the Iroquois: 


father, that we have attentively liſtened to his diſcourſe, 
receive you as out father, becauſe when you ſpeak, we 
the voice of our great father beyond the great lake. 

Me rejoice in the approbation you have expreſſed of our 
wiour, | 

Ne have been tried and tempted by the Boſtonians ; but 
tave loved our father, and our hatchets have been ſharpen- 
Won our affections. | 


ges able to go to war, are come forth. The old and in- 
our infants and our wives, alone remain at home. 


father of days give you many and ſucceſs. | 


F f 2 Extra 
; | 


„ on purpoſe, and upon a ſuppoſition, that this protection, 


be yours alſo to retaliate z but till ſeverity ſhall be thus 


mnot be too deeply impreſſed, that the great eſſential re- 


ſtand up in the name of all the nations preſent, to aſſure 


t proof of the ſincerity of our profeſſions, our whole 


ith one common aſſent we promiſe a conſtant obedience | 
ll you have ordered, and all you ſhall order; and may 
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Extract of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord Geo 
Germaine, dated Quebec, July 9, 177). 


[ Received 23d Auguſt.] 


SINCE my laſt diſpatches, I have received letters fr 
Niagara, copies of which I think neceſſary to tranſmit 
your Lordſhip, both as they regard the orders which Ih 
already informed you, I had ſent, for aſſembling the Indi 
of that neighbourhood to be put under the conduct of Lit 
tenant-Colonel St. Leger, and a corps of rangers, whi 
Colonel Butler has, of himſelf, formed for the purpoſe Mes“ 
ſerving with the Indians. |; : i. 


Extract of a Letter from Colonel Butler, Superintendant Han 
dian Fairs, dated Niagara, June 15, 1777. bn P 


[ 1: Sir Guy Carleton's, July 9, 1977] vis ( 


= BIR, | ent! 

YOUR Excellency's Letters of the 18th and 22d Ne 
May, I was honoured with on the 6th inſt. and immedi Milian 
in obedience thereto, had a meeting with a number . M 
Chiefs, Sachems, and warriors of the IN Nations, and th 
allies then preſent, and communicated to them your orde! 
they expreſſed great ſatisfaction in having an opportunities B 
ſhew their friendſhip to their father, the King, in an i 
mediate compliance with his will. 

I have ſent out runners and truſty perſons into the Ind 
country, to collect the warriors ; and farther, with the: 
vice of the Chiefs aſſembled here, have ſent to Mr. Haj 
Detroit, for a body of the weſtern Indians, to join th 
brothers of the Six eke on this expedition, agreeabk 
mutual treaties ſubſiſting between them. | 


His Excellency Sir Guy Carleton, 


I have the honour to tranſmit to your Excellency a li 
officers, with their rank and pay, at the ſame time beg le 
to acquaint you, that although, from the nature of the 
vice, 1 find it requiſite to employ a number of other perk 
for the good of the ſervice, a liſt of which is alſo inclo 


8. „„ 
cannot think of recommending them to your Excel- 
y for commiſſions, or to have rank. 


lo tranſmit to your Excellency, a liſt of a a body of 
already raiſed and in pay. 


of Officers employed in the Indian Department, with their 
Rank and Pay. 


[1n Sir Guy Carleton's, July 9, 1777.1 


ö Ten Broeck, 1 
n Johnſon, 
nes Wilſon, as Captains, at 108. ſterling per diem. 

es Beaume, 
omas Buller, 


lam Caldwell, ö 


—— 


— 


an Powell, 
n Tooſt Harcamiery- 


ms Clement, } 2 

as Lieutenants, at 48. 6d. ſter- 
E c ling per diem. n 
ent Frey, 5 


drew Thompſon, 
lam Ryer Bowin, 5 
b. M. Gumis. f 

vard Smith, ſecretary to the department, with 128. 
currency per diem. 

nes Bennitt, Indian commiſſary of ſtores and proviſions, 
, York currency per diem. 


lt of Perſons employed in the Indian enn, as of uſe, 
with. their Pay. 


a _— at 8s. New-York currency per diem. 

up Frey, 

nuel Thompſon, (at 6s. New-York currency per 
n Depue, diem. 

n Longe, 

JohN BUTLER. 


A Lift 


: 
22Þ.. Y 
i [ 
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4 Lift of Perſons exeployed as Rangers in the Indian Dea, 


[In Sir Guy Carleton's, July 9, 1777.) 


1 Michael Morin, at 4s, per day. 

2 Thomas Sutton, ditto. 

3 George Steward, ditto. 

4 Emanuel Humphry, ditto. 
Benjamin Davis, ditto. 

6 Daniel Young, ditto. 

7 Harmanus Houle, ditto. 
acob Frederick, ditto. 

9 Jooſt J. Pane, ditto, 

10 Dirk Bell, ditto. 

11 John Rily, ditto. 

12 Moſes Mounteen, dittoy 

13 Partial Tarry, ditto, 

14 Ruhart, ditto. 

15 Peter Danes, ditto. 

16 Joſm ſole, ditto, 

17 John Secord, junior, ditto, 

18 Dayid Secord, ditto. 

19 Silas Secord, ditto. 

20 ſohn Secord, ditto. 

21 Solomon Secord, ditto. 

22 Stephen Secord, ditto. 

23 Adam Watman, ditto. 

24 Jacob Bowman, ditto. 

25 Henry Seamon, ditto. 

26 Peter Seamon, ditto. 

27 Nicholas Phillips, ditto, 

28 John Phillips, ditto. 


29 1cholas Philhps, Junior, ditto. 


30 Hund. Windeker, ditto. 
31 John Vounger, ditto. 
acob Enguiſh, ditto. 

33 Joſeph Sern, ditto. 
34 Conrad Sels, ditto. 
35 Jacob Druner, ditto. 

6 Redman Parry, ditto. 

7 Robert Farrington, ditto. 
238 Joſeph Page, ditto. 

39 Joſhua Beebe, ditto, 


_ Number. Namet. Pay, New-York currency. | 
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Number. Names. | Pay, New-York currency, 
40 Adin Beebe, at 4s. per day. 
41 Long T ake, ditto. 

42 Tur, Adam Bowman, ditto, 
43 Charles Encor, ditto, 

44 Hend, Smith, ditto. 

45 Hend. Bowin, ditto. 

46 Lewis Maybie, ditto. 

47 John Lord, ditto. 

48 Levie Green, ditto, 

49 .John Jokes, ditto, 

50 Frederick Winter, ditto. 

51 Peter Miller, ditto. 


a — — Rf — 


52 Abraham Wartmay, at 28. per day. 
53 Adam Bowſman, jun, ditto, 


= 54 Jacob Bowſman, jun. ditto, 


55 Caſper Hubert, ditto, 
56 John Huber, ditto. 
57 Stephen Farrington, ditto, 


58 Hans Olderickſhall, ditto, : 


59 George Cintner, ditto. 

bo Auguſt Encar, ditto. 

61 Nathaniel Hicks, ditto, 

62 Charles Deprie, ditto, 

b3 Peter Secord, ditto, - 

64 John Parks, ditto. 

bs Thomas Griffis, ditto, 

66 Hendrick Winter, ditto, 

67 Jacob Huber, ditto. 

68 Iſaac Van Valken Burg, ditto, 


STN. = .‚ m 2. 


Dacuagne, interpreter, at 88. per day. 


Timothy Murphy, 


black-ſmith, Iool. per annum. 
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Extract of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord Ge 
Germain, dated Quebec, Sept, 20, 1777. Received OR, 


I TRANSMIT the copy of a letter, which I haye 
ceived from Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger, giving an 
count of a victory obtained by a party of his detachm 
ſent by him, under the command of Sir John Johnſon, 
2 number of Indians, under Colonel Butler, over a bod 
rebels led by a General Herkener, and explaining the re- 
which induced him afterwards to abandon the fiege, whic 
had begun, of Fort Stanwix; and to retreat from the! 
hawk-river. I likewiſe incloſe a copy - tranimitted to 
by Colonel St. Leger, of a letter from General Burgo 
to him : alſo, copics of letters I have received from Colo 
Claws and Butler, of the Indian department. 

Colonel Butler, with three principal chiefs of the Five! 
tions, came down here, being deputed for that purpoſe 
aſſure me of the ſteadineis of their attachment, of their 
dineſs ſtill to undertake any thing in their power for the 
vantage of his Majeſty, and their full determination to | 
ſevere in the war. Colonel Butler repreſents to me, the 
pediency of having a body of rangers, as in the laſt war 
ſerve with the Indians, and propoſed to me, to raiſe ac 
properly qualified for that purpoſe, a part of which he 
already engaged, and ſerved with him on the late expedl 
I thought the ſcheme calculated to draw the moſ ad 
tage from the ſervice of the Indians, of, which the dil 
tion of that people is capable; and Colonel Butler ha 
ſhewn himſelf, by his zeal, capacity, and ſervices, wo 
of the truſt, 1 have furniſhed him with a proper powe 
raiſe a corps of rangers for this ſervice, and appointed | 
major-commandant. of it. A copy of his beating-orde 
herewith incloſed, as alſo a copy of the orders which Ih 
given him, for the joining as faſt as poſſible the army u 
the command of Lieutenant General Burgoyne with 
corps, and as large a body of the Indians of the Five Ne 
as he can collect. | | 

The domiciled Indians of Canada, and thoſe of the vf 
country, which accompanied General Burgoyne's army, l 
at different times returned, thoſe of the upper country 
ledging the remoteneſs of their habititions ; thoſe of Can 
other reaſons ; which, conſidering that theſe people are ne 
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le prevailed upon by compulſive means I did not enter 
: but having held a council with the chiefs of the upper 
ans, and ordered them preſents, I obtained a ſolemn 
miſe, that they would return early in the ſpring with 
rnumbers greatly increaſed, and as a piedge, they have 
tome of their young men to ſerve through the winter. 
e Canada Indians have likewiſe conſented to return in 
nderable bodies, which they intend to relieve from time 
ime, by which means, General Burgoyne's army I hope 
| have large parties of theſe Indians conſtantly on ſervice 
1 him. f 


— 


Enra? of a Letter from Colonel Butler, dated Ontario, 
uly 28, 1777. 


In Sir Guy Carleton's of Sept. 20, 1777. ] 


HAVE now the honour to acquaint your Excellency, 
on the 13th inſtant (two days after the Senecas and for- 


pare proviſions, I had before appointed a number of Se- 
warriors, together with many of their women and chil- 
„ to meet me at Vrondequat, where I had promiſed to 
rer them a preſent of cloaths, and ſome proviſions, to 
port them in the abſence of their huſbands ; at that place 
ated ſeven days, to deliver them the preſents, and give 
m the hatchet, which they accepted, and promiſed to 
euſe of it, On the 19th, I received from General St. 
ger, orders to ſend him 150 Indians, to act with the 


Stanwix. On the morning of the 2dth, I had them 
ly, and ſent off to him, under proper officers, whom I 
tered myſelf he would approve. Every thing being ſet- 
with the Senecas, I left 8 on the 24th, and 
he 25th, arrived at this place, where, beſides the Indians 
. with me, I found a large party, under the direc- 
of Foſeph the Mohawk, in conſequence of a meſſage I 
lent him on the 30th, paſt ; beſides theſe, I had ordered 
wer large body of the Six Nations to meet me here, by 


Ped there, by order of Colonel Claus. Upon a review 
the whole, I have the ſatisfaction to aſſure your Excel- 
Cj, that the number of Indian warriors aſſembled at this 
dl, VIII, 3 | place, 


f the weſtern Indians arrived) I left Niagara. In order 


g's troops under his command, upon an attack againſt 


| of the three rivers : but upon my arrival, found them 
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with 400 Indians to intercept a party of the Mohawk- 


evening, Sir John Johnſon, with 50 of the royal New! 
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place, and the Seneca, or three rivers, cannot fall n 
ſhort of 1000. The great reſort of theſe people to thi 
every other place, to partake of the King's bounty, c 
me to preſent to Colonel Bolton, before I left Niagara,; 
ther account for 401 fl. 168. gd. York currency, for hi 
robation ; ſince when I am informed he has = It to 
. for your acceptance. I muſt humbly beg] 
Excellency will do me the juſtice to believe, that in al 
tranſactions I have endeavoured to execute your order; y 
the greateſt ceconomy in my power; and when you i" 
the high value the Indians ſet upon their alliance, the te 
ing offers the rebels have frequently made to bring them 
to their intereſts, together with their numerous women 
children, who all expect to be cloathed in abſence of 
huſbands, which, in my humble opinion, there is no ar 
ing, without diſguſting thoſe haughty and tenacious ey 
when your Excellency has weighed all theſe reaſons, If, 
myſelf, that you will not think the expence, howeverh 
to be uſeleſs, or given with too laviſh a hand. Befo 
conclude, I muſt beg leave to remind your Excellency, 
when I firſt arrived at Niagara, I found the Six Nations ee 
vering, and of the two, rather inclined to the rebels, 
couraged by Colonel Caldwell and Captain Lernoult, an 
the ſame time ſupported by you, I have ſpared no pains 
attention to fix them in the intereſts of the King, 
pleaſure attending my fncceſs, I have enjoyed by expe 
cing your Excellency's approbation of my humble thu 
unwearied endeavours. prec 


Extract of a Letter from Colonel Butler 20 Sir Guy Cart 
dated Camp before Fort Stanwix, Aug. 15, 177). 


[1n Sir Guy Carleton's of Sept. 20, 1777. 


I HAVE the pleaſure to acquaint your Excellenc) 
the ſucceſs of his Majeſty's arms againſt a detachment of 
rebels, on the 6th inſtant. Immediately after my an Nene 
here, I was ordered by Brigadier General St. Leger tom: 


militia (in number 900) whom he was informed were 
their march to throw themſelves into this place. In 


regiment, joined us. At ten o'clock the next morning 


- 
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diſco field, we heard the rebels in full march with a con- 
of 15 waggons of proviſions and ſtores. We were im- 
ately formed by the Seneca chiefs, who took the lead in 
action, in concurrence with Sir John Johnſon and my- 
Sir John was poſted on the road, to give the enemy a 
y as they advanced; myſelf, with the Indians, and 20 
rs, were poſted to flank them in the woods; this diſ- 
on was ſoon after a little altered by the Indians, while 
nemy were advancing, and when they were near enough, 
in an heavy fire on the rebels, and made a ſhocking 
ter among them with their ſpears and hatchets : the 
„ however, recovering themſelves, fell back to a more ad- 

geous ground, and maintained a running fight for about 
our and a half. At length, the Indians, with the de- 

ment of the Yorkers and rangers, purſuing their blow, 

ly defeated them, with the loſs of 500 killed, wounded, 

taken; many of the latter were, conformable to the 

n cuſtom, afterwards killed. Of the New-Y orkers, 

an M< Donald was killed, Captain Watts dangerouſly 

nded, and one ſubaltern ; of the rangers, Captains Wil- 

nd Hare killed, and one private wounded, 

he Indians ſuffered much, having 33 killed and 29 

nded 5 the Senecas alone loſt 17 men, among whom 

ſeveral of their chief warriors, and had 16 wounded. 

ng the whole action, the Indians ſhewed the greateſt 

for his Majeſty's cauſe ; and had they not been a little 

precipitate, ſcarcely a rebel of the party had eſcaped. 

of the leading rebels are cut off in the action, ſo that 

further attempt from that quarter is not to be expected. 
an Watts, of the royal New-Yorkers, whoſe many 
ble qualities deſerved a better fate, lay wounded in three 
es upon the field two days before he was found; however, 
thought he will recover. I ſhould not do juſtice to the 
ns in general, and to the Senecas in particular, was I 
b acquaint you, that their behaviour in the action ex- 
«d any thing I could have expected from them; the loſs 
&necas have ſuſtained will point out to your Excellency, 
ſevere a ſhare of it fell to them. The ſucceſs of this 
Will plainly ſhew the utility of your Excellency's con- 
ſupport of my unwearied endeavours to conciliate to 
Majeſty fo ſervicable a body of allies, | 
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by 
rde 
Exerad of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger to Sir ba. 
| Carleton, dated Oſwego, Aug. 27, 1777. ce 
ow 
[Ii Sir Guy Carteton's of Sept. 20, 777). nc 
erwW! 
I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency, that mo 
accounts we received in Canada, concerning fort Sta Me t 
are the moſt erroneous that can be conceived, Infteadof: bi 
inſultable and unfiniſhed work we were taught to exped ce 
found it a reſpectable fortreſs, ſtrongly garriſoned with 
men, and demanding a train of artillery we were not mat 
of for its ſpeedy ſubjection. Its form is a kind of trapei 
or four- ſided figure, with four baſtions prized and picket bes 
without, there is a good ditch, with pickets nipping pv. 
conſiderable way at the ſaliant angles of the baſtions; iii, 
nines, four fixes, two threes, with a conſiderable numb 
wall pieces, were all the artillery the enemy made uſe of WW. P 
ring the Hege. | _— 
Since J wrote the above, the Heſſians are arrived, 
50 of their men fick ; one fortnight ſooner, the Indians 
have t. no plea for their conduct, | 
| 5 rag] 
G 
Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne to Lieu 
1 Calonel St. Leger, without Date. | 
[Ii Sir Guy Carleton's / Sept. 20, 1777.] M 
| | 5 bir 
I WROTE you ſome time ſince an account of the Helen 
progreſs of his Majeſty's arms at Ticonderoga. I nor 
hend that letter did not come to hand. Infurmountablc ing 
ficultics, occaſioned by the heavy rains upon the roads, lugt 
vented me getting forward. I tried-an expedition to oil, of 
a ſupply of cattle, without waiting the traniport of ꝛ0⁰ 
Zines; it has failed, not without ſome lofs to the Gem on, 
It will now be a fortnight before I can do any thing 10 Move 
favour, It will remain therefore to be conſidered by nun 
firſt, whether you can force the place with the artillery WM gre 
have; ſecondly, if not, whether you can remain betogt 1 } 
without riſk of your being cut from your retreat, Wi! 
can bring the enemy to a battle, or otherwiſe to aſſiſt Wn I 
thirdly, if you can re-embark your artillery, and jo: tt 


* 
— 
o 
P 
£ 
Ll 
o 


1118. D FRAT ES 
þ your troops by the route through the woods to fort 


WO : 
have mentioned theſe confiderations 1n the order of pre- 
nc: I would defire, and a retreat by Canada, and fo to 
ow me by Ticonderoga is the laſt, | 
n caſe you can effect the ſecond conſideration, or any 
ewiie keep footing in the country till I get poſſeſſion of 
mouth of the Mohawk, it might be a good mieafure to 
e the garrifon, and by forced and rapid marches to join 
but this muſt depend upon the good affections of John- 
country. | | 
I am, dear Sir, | 

yours ever faithfully, 
7 J. BukRGoOYNE., 
beg to hear from you as frequently as poifible. I have 


py of this, therefore you need only ſay firſt, ſecond, third 


aſt, according to the conſideration you adopt. 


(MW. . This letter was not dated, It arrived the 25th 
Dnondago falls, | 


rat of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger to Sir 


Guy Carleton, dated Oſwego, Aug. 27, 1777. 
In Sir Guy Carleton's of Sept. 20, 1777.] 
MINUTE detail of every operation ſince my leaving 


hine with the detachment entruſted to my care, your 


e elency will permit me to reſerve to a time of leſs hurry 
mortification than the preſent, while | enter into the in- 
ung ſcene before fort Stanwix, which I inveſted the 3d 

„eguſt, having previouily puſhed forward Lieutenant 
, of the King's regiment, with 30 of the King's troops 
200 Indians, under the direction of Captains Hare and 

aon, and the Chiefs Joſe ph and Bull, to ſeize faſt hold of 

in lower landing place, and thereby cut off the enemy's 

7 Wnunications with the lower country. This was done 
great addreſs by the Lieutenant, though not with the 

| had promiſed myſelf, occaſioned by the flackneſs of 
aflaſagoes, The brigade of proviſion-boats and ammu- 

I had intelligence of being arrived and diſembarked 
© this party had taken poſt, | e 

5 18 | The 
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impetuoſity of the Indians is not to be deſcribed ; or the fi 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1% 


The 4th and 5th were employed in making arrangemen 
for opening Wood-creek, (which the enemy with indefa a. 
gable labour of 1 50 men for 14 days had moſt effectui 
choaked up) and the making a temporary road from Ping 
ridge, upon Fiſh- creek, 16 miles from the fort, for a pr 
ſent ſupply of proviſion, and the tranſport of our artillen 
the firſt was effected by the diligence and zeal of Captz 
Rouville, aſſiſted by Captain Herkemer of the Indian d 

artment, with 110 men, in nine days; while Lieuten 
. acting as aſſiſtant quarter-maſter- general, had u 
dered the road in the worſt of weather ſufficiently practical 
to paſs the whole artillery and ſtores, with ſeven days prove: 
ſions in two days. 

On the 5th in the evening, intelligence arrived by my dilir rc 
covering parties on the Mohawk river, that a reinforcem 
of 800 militia, conducted hy General Herkimer, were 
their march to relieve the garriſon, and were actually att! 
inſtant at Oriſka, an Indian ſettlement, 12 miles trom t 
fort, the garriſon being apprized of their march by four me 
who were ſeen enter the fort in the morning through yt 
was thought an impenctrable ſwamp. 

did not think it prudent to wait for them, and there 
ſubject myſelf to be attacked by a ſally from the garriſon 
the rear, while the reinforcements employed me 1n fro 
I therefore determined to attack them on the march, eit 
openly or covertly, as circumſtances ſhould offer. At ti 
time I had not 250 of the King's troops in camp, the var 
and extenſive operations I was under an under an abſo 
neceſſity of entering into, having employed the reſt, aaptai 
therefore could not ſend above 80 white men, rangers ai 
troops included, with the whole corps of Indians, 

Sir John Johnſan put himſelf at the head of this part 
and began his march that evening at five o'clock, and 
the rebel corps at the ſame hour the next morning. 


of the enemy, forgetting the judicious diſpoſition formed {lnets 
Sir John, and agreed to by themſelves, which was, to ful 
the attack to begin with the troops in front, while they ſhot 
be on both flank and rear, they ruſhed in, hatchet 1n hal 
and thereby gave the enemy's rear an opportunity to elca| 
In relation to the victory, it was equally complete as if 
whole had fallen; nay, more ſo, as the 200 who elcal 
only ſerved to ſpread the panic wider: but it was not fo 

the Indians, their loſs was great: I muſt be underſtood, 4 


1178, THAT 


n computation, being only about 30 killed and wounded, 
in that number ſome of their favourite chiefs and confi- 
tial warriors were ſlain. On the enemy's fide, almoſt all 
ir principal leaders were ſlain; General Herkiman has 
died of his wounds, It is proper to mention, that the 
r men detached with intelligence of the march of the 
forcement, ſet out the evening before the action, and 
{quently the enemy could have no account of the defeat, 
| were only in poſſeſſion of the time appointed for their 
yal, at which, as I ſuſpected, the enemy made a fally 
1 250 men, towards Lieutenant Bird's poſt, to facilitate 


gement with every advantage they could wiſh. 
zptain Hoyes was immediate detached to cut in upon 
Ir rear, while they engaged the Lieutenant, Immediately 
n the departure of Captain Hoyes, I learned, that Lieute- 
t Bird, miſled by the information of a cowardly Indian, 
dir John was preſt, had quitted his poſt. to march to his 
ance, I marched the detachment of the King's regiment 
pport of Captain Hoyes by a road in fight of the garri- 
which with executive fire from his party immediately 
e the enemy into the fort without any further advantage 
frightening ſome Squaws and pilfering the packs of the 
ors, which they left behind them. After this affair 
oyer, orders were immediately given to compleat a two- 
battery and mortar beds, with three ſtrong redoubts in 
r rear, to enable me, in caſe of another attempt to re- 
e the garriſon by the regimental troops, to march out a 
er body of the King's troops. | 
aptain Lernoult was ſent with 110 men to the lower 
Ing place, where he eſtabliſhed himſelf with great judg- 
t and ſtrength, having an encloſed battery of a three- 
der oppoſed to any ſally from the fort, and another to 
ide of the country where a relief muſt approach, and 
body of his camp deeply entrenched and abattied. 
hen by the unabating labour of officers and men (the 
neſs of our numbers never admitting of a relief of three 
ceſſation for ſleep or cooking) the batteries and re- 
ts were finiſhed, and new checks and axeltrees made for 
x-pounders, thoſe that were ſent being reported rotten 
Inſerviceable, it was found that our cannon had not the 
effect upon the ſod-work of the fort, and that our royals 
nly the power of teizing, as a ſix- inch plank was a ſuf- 
t ſecurity for their powder magazine, as we learnt from 


entrance of the relieving corps, or bring on a general 


the 
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the deſerters. At this time, Lieutenant Glenie of the x; 
lery, whom I had appointed to act as affiſtant-engineer, y 
poted a converſion. of the royals (if I may uſe the exy 
ſion) into howitzers. The ingenuity and feaſibility of | 
meaſure ſtriking me very ſtrongly, the buſineſs was {et at 
immediately, and ſoon executed, when it was found, that. 
thing prevented their operating with the deſired effect but 
diſtance, their chambers being too ſmall to hold a ſufficier 
of powder. There was nothing now to be done but to 
proach the place by ſap to a proper diſtance, that the n 
part might be brought with their portce ; at the ſame ti 
all materials were preparing to run a mine under their u 
formidable baſtion. In the midſt of theſe operations, int 
ligence was brought in by our ſcouts, of a ſecond corys 
1000 men being on their march. The ſame zeal no lo 
animated the Indians; they complained of our thinnels 
troops, and their former loſſes. I immediately called a coi 


cCil of the chiefs; encouraged them as much as I could; p 


miſed to lead them on myſelf, and bring into the field 300 
the beſt troops; they liſtened to this, and promiſed to fol 
me, and agreed, that I ſhould reconnoitre the ground] 
pereſt for the field of battle next morning, accompanied 
{ſome of their chief warriors, to {ſettle the plan of ope 


tions. When upon the ground appointed for the field of 


tle, ſcouts came in with the account of the firſt nun 
ſwelled to 2000; immediately after a third, that Gene 
Burgoyne's army was cut to pieces, and that Arnold 
advancing by rapid and forced marches with 3000 men. 
was at this moment I began to ſuſpe& cowardice in {ot 
and treaſon in others; however, I returned to camp, 
without hopes, with the aſſiſtance of my gallant coadju 
Sir John Johnſon, and the influence of the ſuperintend 
Colonels Claus and Butler, of inducing them to meet 
enemy. A council, according to their cuſtom, was called 
know their reſolutions, before the breaking up of which 
learnt that 200 were already decamped ; in about an bo 
they inſiſted that I ſhould retreat, or they would be obi 
to abandon me. I had no party to take, and a hard put) 
was to troops who could do nothing without them, to}! 
to their reſolves, and therefore propoſed to retire at n 
ſending on before my ſick, wounded, artillery, &c. down 
wood-creek, covering it by our line of march. 

I now thought it time to call in Captain Lernoult's 5e 
retiring with the troops in camp, to the ruined fort 


118. DE BA T E ͤ S. 
am, in the front of the garriſon, not only to wait the 
u, if they thought proper to ſally, but to protect the 
from the fury of the ſavages, ſending forward Cap- 
Hoyes, with his detachment and one piece of cannon, 
he place where fort Bull ſtood, to receive the troops, 
maited the arrival of Captain Lernoult. Moſt of the 
were eſcorted that night beyond Canada-creek, where 
anger was to be apprehended from the enemy, as the 
at this place bending from the read has a deep ceflar 
p between. Every attention was now turned to the 
th of the creek, which the enemy might have poſſeſſed 
elves of by a rapid march by the Oneyda caſtle. At 
place the whole of this little army arrived by twelve 
x at night, and took poſt in ſuch a manner, as to have 
rs of any thing the enemy could do. Here we remained 
hree o'clock next morning, when the boats which could 
up the creek arrived and proceeded acreſe lake Oneyda 
he ruined fort of Brireton, where I learat, that ſome 
were ſtill labouring down the creek, after being lighten- 
f the beſt part of their freight by the Meſſaſagoes. Cap- 
Lernoult propoſed, with a boat full of armed men, to 
k the lake that night, to relieve them from their labour, 
ſupply them with provifion. This tranſaction does as 
h honour to the humanity as to the gallantry of this 
ble officer. ; EE | 
Jn my arrival at the Onondago Falls I received an anſwer 
letter from General Burgoyne, (a copy of which I 
e the honour to tranſmit to your Excellency) which 
ed in the cleareſt light the ſcene of treachery that had 
practiſed upon me; the meſſenger had heard, indeed, 
Is way, that they were collecting the fame kind of rabble 
fore, but that there was not an enemy with forty miles 
rt Stanwix. | | | 
von after my arrival here, I was joined by Captain Ler- 
twith the men and boats he had Been in ſearch of, 
mean immediately to ſend off, for the uſe of the upper 
lon, all the overplus proviſion I ſhall have, after keep- 
ſufficiency to carry my detachment down, which J mean 
o with every expedition in my power, the moment this 
neſs is effected, for which purpoſe I have ordered here 
low, The {loop is already gone from this with its full 


Ip, 


ſer. VIII. H h Extract 


| #24 


cers as you ſhall direct, by beat of drum, or otherwiſe, fo 


company of rangers, to ſerve with the Indians as occaſion 
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Extract of a Letter from Daniel Claus, E.. Superintm ur 
on Brigadier St. Leger's Expedition, to Sir Guy Carli" 
dated Oſwego, 28th Auguſt, 1777. ; 


[.. Sir Guy Carleton's of 20th September, 1577.) . 


I HAVE, however, the pleaſure of aſſuring your Excel 
cy, that the different Indian nations I happened to con 
ſince my coming out, have demonſtrated the moſt warm! 
of eſpouſing and acting moſt heartily in the preſent cauſe 
the intereſt of the crown; and am fully perſuaded the 
Nations and their confederates are ſo firmly attached to 
Majeſty's intereſt on the preſent criſis, that they will co 
nue ſo to the end of the conteſt, to which their late ſuc 
againſt the rebels of Tryon county, as well as their purſy 
revenge for their loſt friends in ſaid action will urge then 
the more. | 

As doubtleſs Brigadier St. Leger has fully given your EN 
lency a detail of that affair, as well as the thereupon enſued 
treat from Fort Stanwix, Iwill not incommode you with 
petitions, but defer particulars to a perſonal interview. 


Copy of Beating-orders to John Butler, E/q. appointed M 
Commandant of a Corps of Rangers to ſerve with the Indi 


[Iz Sir Guy Carleton's of 20th September, 1777. 


GUY CARLETON, Knight of the Bath, Captain-Gll ; 
ral and Governor in Chief of the Province of Quebec, Wl... 
Territories depending thereon, Cc, Sc, c. General 
Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Forces in the | 
Province, and the frontiers thereof, &c, Cc, Cc. 


TO Jonn BuTres, Efq. appointed Major Comm 
dant of a corps of Rangers to ſerve with the Indi 


BY virtue of the power and authority in me veſled by 
King, I do hereby authoriſe and impower you, or ſuch 


with to raiſe on the frontiers of this province, as many 4 
bodied ſeamen of his Majeſty's loyal ſubjects as will forme 


requ 


I 


tire; which company ſhall conſiſt of a captain, a firft-lieu- 
it, ſecond-lieutenant, three ſerjeants, three corporals, and 
private men; and when you ſhall have compleated one 
;pany as aforeſaid, you are further impowered to raiſe and 
n another in like manner, and of like numbers as the firſt; 
ſo on until you ſhall have compleated a number of com- 
ies of rangers as aforeſaid, not exceeding in the whole 
t companies; obſerving that the firſt be compleated, 
ed, and fit for ſervice, and have paſſed muſter before ſuch 
on as ſhall be appointed for that purpoſe by ſome one of 
commanding officers of his Majeſty's troops neareſt to where 
ſaid companies fo raiſed ſhall be at the time, before another 
begun to be raiſed, And of which light companies, or ſuch 

thereof as you ſhall be able to raiſe; you ſhall be Major 
mmandant ; two of the companies aforeſaid (to be com- 
kd of people ſpeaking the Indian language, and acquainted 
th their cuſtoms and manner of making war) for their en- 
uagement, ſhall be paid at the rate of four ſhillings New- 


nion, from the day of their enliſting; and the other compa- 
8, (to be compoſed of people well acquainted with the 
0 in conſideration of the fatigue they are liable to un- 
g, ſhall be paid at the rate of two ſhillings New- York 
ncy by the day, non- commiſſioned officers in proportion; 
whole to cloath and arm themſelves at their own expence. 
bu and the officers ſo raiſed to be paid as is cuſtomary to 
ter officers of like rank in his Majeſty's ſervice. And 


Ins as you 
amander in chief for the time being, or any other your ſu- 
or officer, according to the rules and diſcipline of war, in 
tſuance of the truſt hei eby repoſed in you. Given under my 
nd and ſeal at arms, at Quebec, this fifteenth day of Sep- 
nder, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- ſeven, and 
the ſeventeenth year of the reign of our ſovercign lord 
Rorge the Third, by the grace of God of Great Britain, 


1 and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and ſo 
th, | 


(Signed) Guy. CARLETON, 


By his Excellency's command, : 
(Couner ſigned) : . for 


Hk2 Copy 


ok currency by the day, non- commiſſioned officers in pro- 


u are carefully to obey and follow ſuch orders and direc- 
ſhal | from time to time receive from me, or the 
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tions, or other Indians, as you can collect without too mu 


proach towards him, and of the force you bring along wi 


HAVING appointed you to command a body of 1m | 
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Inſtructions to Major John Butler, Commandant 
Coy o Corps of Rangers, to ſerve with the Indians, ' 15 


[In Sir Guy Carleton's of 20th September, 177). 


GUY CARLETON, Knight of the Bath, Captain-Gen t: 
ral, and Governor in Chief of the Province of Quetta 
and Territories depending thereon, c. General x 

Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Forces in ſaid Pn 

vince, and the Territories thereof, c. 


TO Major Joun BUTLER, Commandant of a orion « 
of Rangers, to ſerve with the Indians. ic 


which i is expedient at this time to raiſe, in order to f 
with the Indians, you ſhall, as ſoon as poſſible, march willece 
foch part of the Kid rangers as are already raiſed, or 5 

mall immediately raiſe, and as large a body of the Six N 


expoſing their country to the incurſions of the rebels, to y 
and put yourſelf under the command of Lieut. Gen. Burgoy: 
giving him notice, as expeditiouſly as poffible, of your: 


ou; and all orders which you ſhall receive from the i 
Lieutenam General Burgoyne, you are to obſerve and obe N 
Given under my hand at Faber, this 15th day of Septeq nei 
beer, 1777. „* 

l (Signed) Guy CARLETOR. 


J 


Tranſlated Copy of a Letter from Baron de Reideſel to I mat 
George Germaine, dated Camp at Jones-Farm, 281 1 
guſt, 1777. 

Mx Lon p, _ LE | 

1TFLATTER myſelf that your Excellency deigns fill ire b 

remember your 10 obedient ſervant, who aſſuredly ſer 

with zeal for his Majeſty's ſervice, although his powers 
ſo weak that he cannot be of ſuch great uſe as himſelf wiſh 

The evacuation of Ticonderoga, getting the day at Harn 
berton, the capture of Skeenſborough, and the retreat of on: 


4 ellel 


my as far as Stillwater, 22 miles on this fide of Albany, 
e ſucceſſes ſo rapid, that ſcarcely could we purſue the 


The want of carriage greatly retarded the tranſport of our 
miions. To remedy this 1nconvenience, General Bur- 
ne deſigned to carry off the conſiderable magazine be- 
zing to the enemy at Bennington, in the hopes of being 


that expedition was not according to our wiſhes, 

o prove to your Excellency that neither the troops em- 
fed upon that expedition, nor that the two commanders 
wanting in their conduct, or acted contrary to orders, 
ye. the honour to preſent to your Excellency a brief re- 
jon of that melancholy affair, with the reports and in- 
ions. „ 

[hope we ſhall ſhortly have an opportunity to repair this 
rk; and that the firſt news your Excellency will receive 
n our army will prove more ſatisfactory. 

Recommending myſelf to your Excellency's goodneſs, I 
e the honour to be, &c. EIDESEL,g 


unt of an Afair which happened near Walloon-Creek, 16th 
Auguſt, 1777. 1 


| [Is Baron de ReideſePs of 28th Auguſt, 1777. 


IN the 15th of Auguſt, at 8 o'clock in the. morning, Sir 
ncis Clarke, aid de Camp to his Excellency General Bur- 
ie, brought me the order to march immediately with the 
under my command, conſiſting of a battalion of grena- 
„ one of chaſſeurs, one rifle company, and two pieces of 
on, to the ſupport of Lieutenant Colonel Baum. 
marched at g o'clock ; and, on account of the ſcarcity of 
b, I put two boxes of ammunition upon the artillery 
each ſoldier carried forty rounds in his pouch. 
lie troops being obliged to ford Battenſeile, I was de- 
ed a conſiderable time by it; the number of hills, ex- 
Ive bad roads, and a continued rain, impeded our march 
auch, that we ſcarce made half an Engliſh mile in an 
r; each gun and ammunition-cart was obliged to be 
ped up the hills one after another; one artillery-cart was 
nurned, and with the greateſt difficulty was put into a fas 
All 


on to proceed. 


E to ſubſiſt our own army for a certain time. The iſſue 
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all night. 


very little during the night, they were ſo weak as to be (ca 


forwards to preſs horſes, which we immediately made uſe 
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All theſe difficulties delayed us much; and notwithſa.” 
ing every means was uſed, and no trouble or labour ſpat 
it was not poſſible for me to march faſter. Our guide | 
his' way, and after a long ſearch in vain Major Barner 
obliged to look out for a man, who put us again in the ny 
road. 
All theſe accidents prevented me from reachitig Cambji 
the evening of the 1 5th, and was therefore obliged to þ 
ſeven miles this ſide of it, where the men lay upon their ar 


Before I came to the place where I halted, I wrote to Li 
Colonel Baum, to acquaint him of my coming to his ſu 
port. Lieutenant Hannerman went with this account,: 
from thence to Lieutenant Colonel Baum's poſt, where le 
rived at 11 o'clock at night; I received an anſwer the n« 
morning. (16th) Early in the morning I marched on; 
as the artillery-horſes had had no food all the day before,: 


able to drag the cannon ; on which account our march 
very flow: . 
Major Barner, with the advanced guard, was obliged to 


and we continued our march as faſt as poſfible, till about 
miles on the other fide of Cambridge, where J halted ad 
half an hour to afſemble the troops. | 

About two o'clock in the afternoon Colonel Skeene i 
me two men, defiring an officer and twenty men, to take| 
ſeſſion of the mill at St. Coyk, which the rebels intended} 
ſeſſing themſelves of. | 

Inflead of the detachment which he aſked for, I ſent aCi 
Gleiflenberg, with the advanced guard, conſiſting of 
grenadiers and chaſſeurs, and twenty riflemen. | 

I followed with the column as faſt as poſſible ; upon Were; 
march an ammunition-cart broke down. 

At half paſt 4 o'clock in the afternoon I reached the 
and found the advanced-guard in poſſeſſion of it, and allo 
I Qmuſt poſitively declare, that neither during the m 
nor even after | reached the mill, I did not hear a ſingle! 
fired, either from ſmall arms or cannon. 

Colonel Skeene was at the mill; and as he gave me t 
derſtand that the corps of Lieutenant Colonel Baum wi 
above two miles from me, I imagined I could not do be 


than puſh on to his ſupport ; Colonel Skeene was of a” 
| | . n 
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non, and we marched on over the bridge near the mill, en- 
rouring to reach Colonel Baum as ſoon as poſſible. 
u. this time I knew nothing of his engagement being over; 
olonel Skeene knew it, I cannot conceive what his reaſons 
e for concealing it from me. If I had known it, I certatn- 
ould not have engaged the enemy. : 
had ſcaree paſſed the bridge 1000 yards when I perceived 
mfiderable number of armed people, ſome in jackets, ſome 
irts, who were endeayouring to gain a height which was 
my left flank. | | | 
ſhewed theſe people to Colonel Skeene, who aſſured me 
were royaliſts, and rode up towards them, and called out, 
received no other anſwer than a diſcharge of fire-arms- 
pmediately ordered Major Barner's battalion to move off 
ards the heights, the ritle company and grenadiers mo- 
towards the right, and then began the attack, aad laſted 
towards eight o'clock. 
The cannon were poſted on the road where there was a 
tk-houſe, which the rebels left as ſoon as they began to 
upon it. e's 
bwichſtanding freſh ſupport was conſtantly coming t 

, they were driven from every height. | | 
[he troops did their duty, and every one concerned did 
lame, As all the ammunition was expended, and the 
non ceaſed firing, nothing was more natural than to ex- 
that the enemy would renew the attack, which, in fact, 
the caſe, | | | 
haſtened with a number of men towards the cannon, in 
er to bring them off. On this occaſion the men received 
moſt dangerous wounds, particularly Lieutenant Span- 
berg, ſome fire-workers, and ſome artillery ; the horſes 
all killed, and if even one had been alive, it would not 
been poſſible to have moved him. 5 
order then not to riſque every thing, as I could not return 
enemy's fire, as ſoon as it was dark I retired over the bridge, 
ch I broke down, brought off as many of the wounded as 
ud, and, in company with Colonel Skeene, arrived about 
"clock at Cambridge : where, after taking the neceſſary 
wtions, I — all night, and the next day, the 17th, 
ved at the camp. | | 
his is the beſt account I can give of this whole affair. 
los of my. cannon gives me the greateſt concern; I 
every thing in my power to ſave them, but the want of 
nunition prevented me not only from returning the ene- 
_my's 
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my's fire, but even. of getting out of it; many loſt their jj 
and limbs, and could ] have ſaved my cannon, I would v 
pleaſure have ſacrificed my life to have effected it. | 

we”, | BREVMAN, Lieutenant-Colo 
* | 

Relation of the Expedition to Bennington. 

[ In Baron de Reideſel's of 28th Auguſt, 1777. 


THERE being great difficulty in procuring horſes ande 
riages to tranſport the baggage and proviſions of the arm), 
remedy this great inconyenience, which retarded the ma 
ment of the troops, it was determined to ſend out a det 
ment, as ſoon as expedient, to bring in horſes for the ih 
Purpoſe, and to mount the Brunſwick dragoons, if a ſuffei 
number could be found. The army being aſſembled at Fart 
ward, where it maſt neceſſarily alt a few days to trau 
the ſtores and proviſions over the carry ing- place, his Ex 
lency Licutenant-General Burgoy ne took this opportunity 
fending out a detachment under the command of Lieutena 
Colonel Baum, who was to have the following troops 

him, vis. , 


Brunſwick dragoons - - | - 
Captain Frazer's light company - — 
eter's Provincial corps 0 


rovincials and Canadian volunteers 
Indians Es. " . 


Governor Skeen was alſo ſent with this detachment, | 
whoſe ſuppoſed knowledge of the country and influ 
amongſt the inhabitants much was expected. 

By Lieutenant-Colonel Baum's inſtructions (a copſ 
which is ſent herewith) he was to proceed by Arlington, M 
ebeſter, &c. — Auguſt 9. Lieutenant-Colonel Baum ma 
from Fort Edward with the dragoons to Fort Miller, . 
he was to receive from the advanced corps, under the « 
mand .of Brigadier-General Frazer, the remainder ol 
troops deſtined to make up this detachment. . 
Auguſt 10, Obliged to halt, the Provincials and Ind 
intended for him being gone on to Stillwater ; to mak 
this deficiency, 100 Germans were ordered from 2 
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nel Brey men's corps to join Lieutenant-Colonel Baum, 
Canadians and Indians alſo joined him, but not ſo many 
ere firſt ordered. 


is Excellency General Burgoyne this day changed the 


» firſt intended for the detachment, and ordered Lieute- 
Colonel Baum to march directly to Bennington, intel- 
ce being received that the rebels had a confiderable ma- 
nc there. > x 


zouſt 11, Marched and took poſt at Buton-Kill oppoſite 
toga. 

uf 12. Proceeded to Cambridge. This day his ad- 
d guard fell in with and defeated a party of rebels, took 
priſoners, 1000 bufhels of wheat, 1 50 bullocks, and ſe- 
other articles, which he ſent back to camp, Here he 
nformed, that there were from 15 to 1800 of the enemy 
nington, and that they had a very conſiderable maga- 
there, beſides 2000 bullocks and 300 borſes. Encou- 
| by the ſacceſs of his firſt attack, Lieutenant-Colonel 
n propoſed to march xt day towards Bennington, and 
ige the enemy from that poſt. | 7 
ouſt 12. He ſent every day exact reports of his progreſs 


tuation to General Burgoyne, with which his Excel- 


was perfectly ſatisfied, and approved of his deſign of 
ing Bennington, ſo ſoon as Lieutenant-Colonel Baum 
fully informed of the enemy's number, and ſituation, and 


it might be attempted with a proſpect of ſucceſs, and 


ut running any riſk. | | 
pouſt 13. The detachment marched out and took poſt 
miles on this ſide of Bennington, Bs, 

wuſt 14. Lieutenant-Colonel Baum being ready to 
i off early in the morning, he was attacked by a body of 


ebels, who, after having a few ſhot fired at them, fetired 


liſperſed. | 


| ſome priſoners taken upon this occaſion, and from ſome. 


ſs who came in, Lieutenant-Colonel Baum was in- 
d, that the enemy were ſtrongly entrenched at Benning- 
that they expected a large reinforcement from the rebel 
and intended to attack him as ſoon as the reinforce+ 


had joined them. | 


receiving this information the Lieutenant-Colonel very 


ly deferred his intention of puſhing on to Bennington, 
ted in his poſt, ſending off an expreſs to inform Gene- 
rgoyne of his ſituation, and defiring that ſome. troops 


be ordered to ſuſtain him. 
L VIII. Ii Auguſt 
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forcement more to enable him to attack the enemy than ft 


attacked on all ſides by ſuperior numbers; he maintained 


dered his men to draw their ſwords and ruſh in upon thee 


overpowered by ſuperior numbers was entirely broke, all 
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Auguft 14. His report was wrote in ſuch high ſpirits, f 
the General was induced to believe, that he aſked for a n 


any apprehenſion of his corps being in danger of being 
tacked. | | 

In conſequence of the above information, Lieutenant. 
lonel Breyman was ordered to march with his corps (theh 
talion of grenadiers and Barner's battalion, about 500 m 
and two pieces of cannon to ſuſtain Lieutenant-Colonel Ba 
and an officer was ſent off to inform the latter, that Lieu 
nant-Colonel Breyman had begun his march early the 150 

The diſtance between the two corps rendered this re 
forcement uſeleſs to Lieutenant-Colonel Baum, as they c 
not get vp tune enough to ſupport him. 3 

Auguft 15. Some ſmall parties were ſeen near Lieuten; 
Colonel Baum's pott, who always retired upon being 
upon. Accounts were alfo received, that the rebels expe 
every hour a large reinforcement from their army; hone 
Lieutenafſt-Colonel Baum, being aſſured that Breyn 
corps were on their march to ſuſtain him, determined tom: 
tain his poſt, notwithftanding the great numbers of thee 
my. He took every poſſible precaution, and poſted his 
tachment to the greateſt advantage. 

Auguſt 16. In the — ſeveral bodies of men ina 
were obſerved approaching his poſt. Lieutenant-Cole 
Baum was aſſured they were royaliſts, but their number 
creaſing, he ordered out parties to reconnoitre, and ſoon] 
ceived he'was el by the rebels from Bennington, 
inforced by a large detachment from Mr. Arnold's army; 
a ſignal being made by the rebels about half paſt ten, he! 


poſt above two hours, and often repulſed the enemy, 
finding that his men had expended all their ammunition, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Breyman's corps not yet appearing, 
was obliged to think of a retreat with the dragoons (the ? 
vincials, Canadians and Indians being already cut off f 
him). He twice forced his way through the enemy, and ess 
as often attacked by freſh troops; as a laſt reſource, he ¶ cov 


my, where, notwithſtanding every effort of bravery, this Whom 


know not as yet what has been their fate. 
Seven dragoons have eſcaped and joined the army. n 


faid Lieutenant- Colonel Baum is wounded, and m0 "Bite ; 


nw 


1 


„ Ul 
re 
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bers of the officers and men are killed and wounded. - The 
orts of thoſe who eicaped early are ſo various and contra- 
tory that there is no depending upon them. They all 
ever agree, that the rebels were between three and four 
zuiand ſtrong. | | 


ef A 


ali of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George 
Germaine, dated Philadelphia, 2 5 October, 1777. 


[ Received 1/4 December.] 


THE incloſures, No. 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, have been alſo 
nſmitted to me by Sir Henry Clinton, and am ſorry to ob- 
e by them the very critical fituation of General Bur- 
yne's army. He no doubt had ſucceſs on the 19th of Sep- 
nber; at the ſame time that action not being decifive 
ald, by leaving him a number of wounded to tranſport, ac- 
mulate his difficulties in proceeding to Albany. 
[ have reaſon to believe he had a ſecond action on the 7th 
ſtant, in which, by the enemy's report, they were ſucceſs- 
but this remains extremely doubtful, as they are ever 
ady to propagate the moſt direct falſehoods upon every oc- 
on. y 


I, : # 


py of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to General 
"BY Sir William Howe, dated Camp at Fort-Edward, Auguſt 6. 
%. with a Note annexed, received from Sir Henry Clinton, 
October 7. | 


In Sir William Howe's of 21/7 Odtober, 1797.] 


I | 4 

I RECELVED yeſterday the duplicate of your letter of the 
jth July, and ſhall ſtrictly obſerve the contents. My pro- 
refs from Skeenſborough hither was very laborious, through 
country naturally difficult, the roads and bridges all broken 
p, and in the face of the enemy, who retired nevertheleſs 
om poſt to poſt with confiderable loſs in killed and priſoners, 
id without any other troops engaged on our fide than In- 
lans and Provincials, and thoſe have ſuffered no otherwiſe 
Man in a few wounds. I have had the fulleſt ſatisfaction in 
le alacrity of the army, and the iſſue has juſtzfied my perſe- 
1 verance 
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verance in preferring this route to the retrograde movendMtio! 
which it would have been to have taken the more comme! 
ous one by Ticonderoga and Lake George. The garriſon 
Fort-George, in danger of being cut off by my moveme 
directly upon the Hudſon's River, abandoned, as hade 
pected, the fort, and burned the veſſels deſigned for the 
fence of the Lake. The firſt embarkation therefore from! 
conderoga, which I had ordered to be ready for that purpoſliſſÞn, 
paſſed the Lake the day I took poſſeſſion of this import; 
communication by- land, and the batteaux, which, had 
taken the other route, muſt have been deſtined to the troy 
were now employed for the tranſport of part of the magazin 
which puts me well forward. I have nevertheleſs been col 
pelled impatiently, but inevitably, to give conſiderable 
pais artillery, proviſion and batteaux over ſo long a carrj 
place as fourteen miles, with a ſmall number of horſes an 
carriages reſpectively to the work. Your Excelleney Mer 
likewiſe ſee the neceſſity of fortifying ſome poſts in foe 
long a communication. I hope, however, to move to 82 
toga (where the _ is at preſent poſted, but making dif 
fition to retreat) in a few days, but as I have a carrying-plaM a 
at Fort-Miller, and another at Stillwater, I do not apprebei 
it will be poſhble to be in poſſeſſion of Albany, even fupy 
ſing the enemy ſhould not ſtand a battle, before the 224 
23d. Should the opportunity of any ſtroke offer, I certain 
where I can convey neceſſary proviſion only, ſhall not ws 
the carriage of the tents or any other baggage. During n 
_ here, the Indians have done good ſervice; not a G& 
paſſes without priſoners brought in, fome from miles behnts 
the enemy's camp. I have detachments of ſeventeen diff bun 
rent nations. There is infinite difficulty to manage thefitce 
My effort has been to keep up their terror, and avoid the 
cruelty. I think I have in a great meaſure ſucceeded, The 
attack very bravely, they ſcalp the dead only, and ſpareti 
inhabitants. I believe the ſcalp of the famous parti 
Whitcombe, who killed Brigadier Gordon laſt year, to be 
their poſſeſſion. Mr. Arnold profeſſes an intention to ſtat 
an action ſomewhere about Albany. I yet hear nothing 
Mr. Waſhington. St. Leger is, I am aſſured by intelligen0l:i, 
in operation about Fort Stanwix. One reaſon of my imp 
tience to gain the mouth of the Mohawk is to favour him. 
hope the difficulties of communicating with your Excellen 
will ſoon decreaſe. I ſent a confidential meſſenger to A 
ſome days ago, who J hope arrived ſafe. The letter p 
; Men 
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tion to have been intercepted in a canteen was not #071 me 
to you. It was an attempt of material purpoſe had it 
zeded, without any poſſible diſadvantage happening from 
diſcovery. | | | 
mean Sir Henry Clinton to read this letter in its paſ- 
do not write to him ſeparately. My beſt wiſhes and 
jon to him. 8 
am, with every poſſible ſentiment of reſpect and attach- 
t, Sir, &c. 


J. Bux C OxXNE. 


port of a Diſpatch on or about the 20th F July, 1777. 


N the 16th inſtant. the enemy diſlodged from Ticonde 
and were driven on the ſame day beyond Skeenſborough 
e right, and to Huberton on the left, with loſs of 128 
s of cannon, all their armed gallies and ammunition, 
ary ſtores and proviſion, to a vaſt amount. 

the two ſucceeding days, the afcendency of his Ma- 
arms was further eſtabliſhed by two ſeparate actions at 
it places and againſt ſuperior numbers, in which the ene- 
los amounted to above fix hundred dead upon the field, 
three times that number wounded, and one Colonel, 
captains, ten ſubalterns and near four hundred pri- 


the King's troops were killed one major, one captain, 
lieutenants, one volunteer lieutenant of marines, two 
nts, forty-one rank and file. 3 | 
ounded two majors, five captains, ten lieutenants, one 
teer, thirteen ſerjeants, one hundred and forty-two rank 
EEE 


jor Grant of the 24th regiment was the field-officer 


a Note from Lieutenant General Burgoyne to Lieutenant 
ral Sir Henry Clinton, dated 23d September, 1777. 
wed 5th October. | 


[In Sir William Howe's of 21/1 Oct. 1775. 


AVE loſt the old cypher, but being ſure, from the te- 


| your letter, you meant it ſo to be read, I have made 
ende | | it 


g 
* 

9 8 
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this force, and I will follow them cloſe. Do it, my di 
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it out. An attack, or the menace of an attack upon Mot 
gomery muſt be of great uſe, as it will draw away a par 


friend, directly. Yours ever faithfully, 


Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne to Lieu 
General Sir H. Clinton, dated 25th Sept. 1777. Rei 
5th October, 1777. 

E In Sir William Howe's of 2 ½ Oct. 1777.) 

IR, 3 
THE bearer, Captain Campbell, an officer of great m 
and full confidence, is charged with an exact duplicate of 
meſſage to your Excellency diſpatched yeſterday by ano 
officer. I requeſt the moſt ſpeedy anſwer by triplicates. 
Believe me, &c. J. BuR o 0 


Copy of an Incloſure received from Lieutenant General Sir 
Clinton, with the above Letter. 


CONVERSATION with Captain Campbell ſent by 
neral Burgoyne to me. 

He ſaid he was defired by General Burgoyne to te 
that the General's whole army did not exceed 5000 1 
that the conſequences of the battle on the 19th were the 
of between five and fix hundred men ; that the enemy 
within a mile and a half of him ; that he knew not 
numbers for certain, but believed them to be twelve or 
teen thouſand men; that there was beſides that a conſide 
body in his rear. That he-wiſhed to receive my orden 
ther he ſhould attack, or retreat to the lakes; that heh: 
proviſions to the 20th of this month; and that he wog 


have given up his communications with Ticonderoga, li anti 
not expected a co-operating army at Albany, Thi requ 
wiſhed to know my poſitive anſwer, as ſoon as poſſible, i 05 


ther I could open a communication with Albany, . 
ſhould be there, and when there keep my commun 
with New-York ; that if he did not hear from me Þ 
22th inſtant he ſhould retire. of a 
To which I returned the following anſwer by Capt. C 
bell, viz. That not having received any inſtructions frol 

commander in chief, relative to the northern atmy, auf 
acquainted even of his intentions concerning the opt! 


of that army, excepting his wiſhes that they ſhould get fr 
2 N 


"7 
| * 
1 
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„Sir H. Clinton cannot preſume to give any orders to 
neral Burgoyne. General Burgoyne could not ſuppoſe 
; Sir H. Clinton had an idea of penetrating to Albany 
the ſmall force he mentioned in his laſt letter. What he 
red in that letter he has now undertaken : cannot by any 
ans promiſe himſelf ſucceſs, but hopes it will be at any 
ſerviceable to General Burgoyne, as General Burgoyne 
in his letter anſwering the offer © that even the menaec 
n attack would be of uſe,” E 


y of a Letter from Lieutenant General Sir Henry Clinton to 
ieutenant General Burgoyne, dated Fort Montgomery, 81 


October, 1777. | 
In Sir William Howe'”s of 21/? Oct. 1777.] 


DEAR SIR, : 

NOUS y voild, and nothing now between us but Gates. I 
zrely hope this little ſucceſs may facilitate your opera- 
s 


anſwer to your letter of the 28th of September, by C. 
[ ſhall only ſay, I cannot preſume to order, or even ad- 
for reaſons obvious. I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs, 
and am, &c. 
H. C. 


F a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne 20 Lieute- 
ant General Sir Henry Clinton, dated 27th September, 
177, and received at Fort Montgomery 9th October, 1777. 
: In Sir William Howe's of 21/? Oct. 1777.] 

IR, 


fulleſt diſpatches and communications neceſſary to be 
Wn ” your Excellency. He 1s an officer of great merit, 
ntitled to the fulleſt confidence, 


t routes, reckoning that your old cypher ſubſiſts. 
; I am, &c, 5 
J. Bux OoYNE. 


Clinton with the above Letter. 


APTAIN Scott, of the 24th * arrived, on the 
from General Burgoyne, ſaid that the army under the 


APTAIN Scott, of the 24th regiment, is entruſted with 


requeſt you to return your orders by triplicates, by diffe- 
an Incloſure received from Lieutenant General Sir Henry 


| Gene» | 


Generabs command, amounting to 5000 men, conſiſted of 
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followin corps. t ; 

Britiſh 2000, Provincial V. 500, Germans 2500 ; that 
rebel army was about 12,000, beſides a body, ſuppoſed to} 
about 4000, that are hovering about; that the contineny 

oops alone amount to the number of General Burgoy 
army. Both armies were incamped a few miles above Sl 
Water, and the diſtance not exceeding a mile and a half, 
many places not more than half a mile, the ground of by 
armies very ſtrong. General Burgoyne can remain jn þ 
preſent poſition until the 12th, or until the 16th, ſhouldifl 
certain that the communication would be open by that ti 
between the armies of General Clinton and General By 
goyne ; if not, it will be neceſſary he ſhould make good} 
retreat to Canada before the ice ſets in. 

General Burgoyne begs that Sir Henry Clinton will 
him an anſwer, conveying the plaineſt and moſt 12 
meaning how he ſhould act, for the good of his Mag 
whether he ſhould proceed to Albany, or to make good ; 
retreat to Canada, He cannot ſtay longer than the 1f 
ſhould he be obliged to retire to Canada, nor longer thanf 
16th ſhould he proceed to Albany. He was obliged tog 
up the communication between him and the lakes, on 
quitting the heights of Saratoga. Was he to get to Ale 
he does not think he could be ſupplied with proviſions fort 
winter ; the country there, and on the Mohawk river, be 
much drained, unleſs the communication is opened bet 


/ 


Albany and New Y ork. | 
In the action of the 19th of September, the Britiſh 


acquired great honour, though no material advantage wa 
ped from it, night coming on prevented it. The eng 


16 


' fought with a good deal of obſtinacy. Our loſs about; 


moſtly Britiſh, killed and wounded ; that of the enemy 
1200. I 

General Burgoyne begs Sir Henry Clinton will ſend! 

icates either in writing or verbally, as ſoon as poſfible, 

General Burgoyne thinks he could force his way to A 

ny; but unleſs aſſured that the communication between 

place and New-York was kept open, he could not ſubſiſ 


army during the winter, 


leturn of the Royal Iriſh Regiment of Artillery, comman' 
Month of Nove: 


N 
y 


Denominations of Officers 
Rank, 


Total Eflabliſhment 


Wolonel Chief 
Iolonel Second 
Lieutenant Colonel Commandant 
Rajor 
ptains 
rt Lieutenants 
Kcond Licutenants 
baplain 
Mutant —— 
Varter-maſter 

nage -maſter — 
urgeon — 
rgeon's Mate 

Meant Major 

Vzeants 
Corporals 
hum Major — — 
Mummers — 

Vers ſein 

Bom bardiers 

Gunners — 
Matrofics —— 


Maſter General 


Col. en Second ] 


Captain 1 


1 


Captain \ 
Firſt Lieutenant 1 


Firſt Lieutenant ? 


i. 


SAU 00 „„So 0 Preſent fit for Duty 


Second Lieutenant 


Since laſt Return 


Second Lieutenant 1] 
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Total 160. 24 11 


dd 
to 
tv 
oO 
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Detachments included in the above 
3 ? Detached to the Cove of Cork : 1 Second Lieutenant, 1 Serjean 


=_ | Chapel Izod, + 
| 1, 1777. 


1anded by the Earl of Doll Maſter-General, for the 


ovember, 1777. 


ABSENT OFFICEHEMY 


Names. 
Lord Drogheda 
Bernard Hale 


Thomas Burgh 


William Brady, jun. 


David Robiſon 
Matthew Young 
it John Robiſon 
t Thomas Atkinſon 


above R:turn, 


erjeant, 1 Drummer, 1 Bombardier, 20 Mattroſſes. Total 24. 


LUC. BARBER, Adjutant Royal Artillery. 


Since That Time. By whoſe Leave, For what Tie. 


In England. 
Aid-de-Camp to the Lord Lieutenant 


8th September 7 | 
15th November ( Maſter Ge neral Three Months 
1oth September 4 


On Command — 


attending the Lord Lieutenant 


A True Copy. 


* \ * 
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R "DEBATES. 


e Letter from Lord Viſtount Howe to Lord George Ger- 
8 dated, Eagle, off New-York, 20th September, 1 776.* 


Mr Lok p, 55 


Ain the rebel army, taken priſoner in the action of the 
Jeguſt, that the leaders of the diſaffected Americans 
Wed to underſtand the powers delegated by the King's 
on, were reſtricted to granting pardons and declar- 
he colonies at peace, without authority to enter into any 
Von of grievances, I thought proper to inform that gen- 
chat the object of his Majeſty's paternal defire was to 
his American ſubjects happy, as well as to relieve them 
Wthe calamities of war ;---that the commiffioners were 
Wo to confult and confer with any perſons of influence 
be means of attaining thoſe ends; and that reconcili- 
union, and redreſs of grievances might be the happ 
Wauence, Mr. Sullivan hereupon propoſed, and, with 
nl Howe's approbation, I conſented, that he ſhould go to 
Wdelphia, and undeceive thoſe who appeared to entertain 
feonfined opinion of the King's moſt gracious intentions. 
ue gth inſtant, he returned and acquainted me, that he 
aide known the ſentiments I had expreſſed to him, and 
ecording to the tenor of a reſolution of Congreſs, three 
es might ſoon be expected in this province to enquire 
Wparticularly into the grounds of the information he had 
Nonicated. 
oe the honour to ſend incloſed to your Lordſhip a copy 
Wt reſolution, | | 
though the object of this deputation apparently was to 
gate rather than to confer, General Howe-concurred in 
Won with me, that I ſhould not on that account decline 
[ptopofition for a meeting. We thought it material to 
Neert the real or affected ideas before mentioned, which 
probably been circulated with a view to perſuade the ig- 
, that the offer of peace and pardon, held forth in our 
ration of the 14th July, was merely an artifice to diſarm 
©, and that their liberties and properties were only to be 
med by a perſeyerance in their reſolution to throw off all 
acence upon the King and Parliament of Great Britain, 


” — „ 
— 


| is letter was laid before the Houſe of Lords 8 
Nox. VIII. r So 


4 


} [ Received 3d November.] 642 


DING in aconverſation with Mr, Sullivan, a Majos - . 
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Dr. Franklin, 


ſible they ever ſhould have authority to acknowledge. 


deavoured to prove that Great Britain would derive more. 
than from the connexion it was the object of the commilſi 


the converſation ended, and the gentlemen returned to Aub 


cloſed in our joint letter to your Lordſhip of this day's 6 


PARLIAMENTARY A.y 

In the evening of the {ame day I received information, I] 
Mr. John Adams and Mr. Rutledge wil! 

meet me at any appointed place on the morning of the MW ut 


General Howe's preſence being that day neceſſary wit de. 
army, he could not accompany me to the meeting, v eue 


appointed ſhould be on Staten Iſland, oppoſite to the ton ce 


mboy. "= err 

I acquainted them, that the King's defire to reſtore Wha 
public tranquility, and to render his American ſubjects H Ned 
in a permanent union with Great Britain, had induced hu bi 
conſtitute commiſſioners upon the ſpot to remove the reſi re 
tions upon trade and intercourſe, to diſpenſe the royal a) 
mency to thoſe who had been hurried away from their alien 
ance, to receive repreſentations of grievances, and to air 
the means whereby that mutual confidence and juſt rely 
which ought to ſubſiſt between the colonies and the x 
ſtate might he reſtored and preſerved. . I alſo gave then 
underſtand, that his Majeſty was graciouſly diſpoſed to: Wh 
viſion of ſuch of his royal inſtructions as might have lad 
much reſtraint upon their legiſlation, and to concur in: 
viſal of any of the plantation-laws by which the cob! 
might be aggrieved---that the commiſhoners were earn P 
their part to prevent the farther effuſion of blood, and to pol 
cced upon all ſuch meaſures as might expedite the accoff ir 
pliſhment of the purpoſes of their commiſſion---that t 
were willing to confer with any of his Majeſty's ſubjeds,; 
to. treat with delegates of the colonies legally choſen, upa 
matters relating to grievances and regulations---but that, 
very obvious reaſons, we could not enter into any treaty iid 
their Congreſs, and much leſs proceed in any conferene en 
negotiation upon the inadmiſſible ground of independeng 
pretenſion which the commiſhoners had not, nor was it} 


The three gentlemen were very explicit in their opinis 
that the aſſociated colonies would not accede to any peace or 
alliance, but as free and independent ftates ; and theyt 
tenſive and more durable advantages from ſuch an alli 


to reſtore. Their arguments not meriting a ſerious attenti( 


In conſequence of the reſult of the above mentioned ini un 
view, we judged it neceſſary to publiſh the declaration 


> 


- — 6 


1778. -- I» ES. 


deſire I have of communicating every circumſtance from 
ace it 1s poſfible for your Lordſhip to collect information 


erament of this unhappy country. * 

have only to add, that as the rebel army remain ſtrongly 
ed at the north part of the iſland of New-York, and the 
bitants who had fled, or been compelled to leave the cit 
dre the King's troops took poſſeſſion of it, are not 8 
have it not yet in our power, even were it expedient in the 
ent moment, to effect the compleat re- eſtabliſnment of 
civil government of this diſtrict. | | 
have the honour to be, &c, | Howe. 


y of Letter from the Commiſſioners for range Peace to his 
17 %s Colonies in America to Lord George Germaine, 
ed New-York, 3 th November, 1776.“ 

{ Received 3oth December. 
My Loxrp, | 
\ PROCLAMATION (of which we have the honour to 


in the execution of our joint commiſſion, ſince our diſ- 
hes of the 20th of September. The military operations 
been ſo deciſive in their ſeveral objects, that we may rea- 
bly expect ſome good conſequences from the meaſure, not 
f amongſt the deſponding multitude, who have been com- 
xd or deluded into the preſent rebellion, and whoſe incli- 
ons, we perſuade ourſelves, are on the fide. of govern- 
t, but amongſt thoſe, who, og » deſpairing of being 
to ſave their properties from the forfeiture they had in- 
d, could entertain no hope of ſecurity but by a perſeve- 
e, to the utmoſt extremity, in retaining the powers they. 
once uſurped, 67 

ſatwithſtanding the atrocious delinquency of ſome of the 
ers and inftigators of the war, we were unwilling, in the 
at ſituation of affairs, to exclude any of them from the be- 
of the King's mercy, ſhould they be diſpoſed to return to 
Ir juſt allegiance within the period limited by our pro- 
Nation, * 8 i ? : K 
unſhment. of thoſe who have been moſt eminently guilty 
| de expedient for the ſake of example to future times: 


n 


I” * AC 4 


This letter was laid before the Houſe of Lerds only, 
Kk 2 but 


have troubled your Lordſhip with a narrative too long 
| unimportant, you will do me the juſtice to impute it to 


the principles and conduct of thoſe who ſtill poſſeſs the 


ſe a copy) is the only ſtep we have judged proper to 
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taining it. Exceptions from his Majeſty's pardon, as we 


By 


PARLIAMENTARY A. ij 


but the re-eſtabliſhment of perfect peace and tranquility 
ing the principal object of our commiſſion, we affure out 
that his Majeſty will graciouſly approve of that general 
Which we have held out as the moſt probable means of 


any prolongation of time within which a pardon may he 
tained, will be matter of future conſideration, accordin 
the circumſtances that may ariſe. In theſe and in all i 
reſpects, your Lordſhip may depend upon our acting or 
the ſtrifteſt attention to the honour and dignity of the & 
and to the ſpeedy accompliſhment of the great purpoſes of 
appointment. | 
Addreſſes (copies of which we have the honour to inc 
have been preſented to us, through his Exceltency Goveſ ber 
Tryon, from conſiderable numbers of the inhabitants of 
city and county of New-York, of King's county aud 
een's county, atteſting their allegiance to the King 
their ſubmiſſion to the conftitutional authority of Great] 
tain, and praying to be reſtored to the peace of his Majrfiſice 
Lord Howe, to whom the addreſſes were preſented in the ab 
ſence of the General, did not think proper to return any 
anſwer than that he would take the earlieſt opportunity of 
municating with General Howe on the occaſion. Som 
we are to diſappoint the expectations and zeal of any of dt 
Majefty's loyal ſubjects, when we confider how ſmall th er © 
iportant a part of rhis extenſive province is yet profeſſ 
in allegiance, we cannot, with any degree of propriety, ¶ ese 
Clare the whole at peace; and to open the trade of this ſen 
vince partially, even could any trade be now carried WW 
would, in the preſent ſituation of affairs, be productive offi 
good effect, and might introduce ſach abuſes as would deine 


the intentions of the prohibitory act. A whe 
Wan, 
(Signed) Howr, WW" \ 

n 


Eopy of Proclamation ted by the King's Commiſſon, 
November, 1776. | 

[In their Litter of goth November, 19776. ⁶ 
Richard Viſcount Howe of the Kingdom of Ireland f 
William Howe, Eſq; General of his Majeſty's Fg Arn 
in America, the King's Comtniffioners for reftoghid o 
America, &c. &c. kr. 1 


" Tr DEBATES. 


PROCLAMATION, 
WHEREAS by our declarations of the 14th of July, and 
ch of September laſt, in purſuance of his Majeſty's moſt 
xcious intentions towards his ſubjects in the colonies or 
rovinces of New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſett's Bay, Rhode 
land, Connecticut, New York, New Jerſey, Penſylvania, 
ke three lower counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
otth Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, all perſons 
hjeedily returning to their juſt allegiance were promiſed a free 
d general pardon, and were invited to accept, not only the 
eſhags of peace, but a ſecure enjoy meat of their liberty and 
bperties, upon the true principles of the conſtitution ; and 
whereas, notwithſtanding the 1aid declarations, and the ex- 
mple of many who have availed themſelves of the aſſurances 
herein made; ſeveral bodies of armed men, in open con- 
mpt of his Majeſty's proferred clemency, do ſtill continue 
heir oppoſition to the eſtabliſhment of legal government and 

ce, and divers other 11]-diſpoled perſons, — their own 
{bitious purpoſes in the exerciſe of a lawleſs influence and 
wer, are uſing freſh endeavours, by various arts and miſre- 
breſentations, to alienate the confidence and affection of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects; to defeat every plan of reconciliation 
ad to prolong the unnatural war between Great Britain and 
er colonies: now, in order to the more effectual accom- 
lilhment of his Majeſty's moſt gracious intentions, and the 
peedy reſtoration of the public tranquility ; and duly con- 
ering the expediency of limiting the time within which 
ſoch pardon as aforeſaid ſhall be granted, and of ſpecifying 
be terms upon which only the {ame ſhall and may be ob- 
ined, we do in his Majeſty's name, and by virtue of the 
jowers committed to us, hereby charge and command all per- 
ns whatſoever, who are aſſembled together in arms againft 
bs Majeſty's government, to diſband themſelves and to re- 


ible manner; and we alſo charge and command all ſuch 
ther perſons as are aſſembled together under the name of 
beneral or Provincial Congrefles, Committees, Conven- 
ons, or other Aſſociations, by whatſoever name or names 
known and diftinguiſhed, or who under the colour of any au- 
ldry from any ſuch Congreſs, Committee, Convention, 
tod other Aſſociation, take upon them to iſſue or execute any 
Mer for ſevying money, raiſing troops, fitting out armed 
Þ 421 and vellels 


d, 


imptiſoning, or otherwiſe moleſting his 
| Majeſty's 


Im to their dwellings, there to remain in a quite and peace- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 111i 


Majeſty's ſubjects, to deſiſt and ceaſe from all ſuchtreaſonah 
actings and doings, and to relinquiſh all ſuch uſurped powe 
and authority, 10 that peace may be reſtored, a ſpecdy n 
miſſion of paſt offences quiet the apprehenſions of the guilt 
and all the inhabitants of the ſaid colonies be enabled to rea 
the benefit of his Majeſty's paternal goodneſs in the prefer 
vation of their property, the reſtoration of their commerce 
and the ſecurity of their moſt valuable rights, under the jr 


and moderate authority of the Crown and Parliament M 


Great Britain; and we do hereby declare and make knoy 
to all men, that every perſon who within faxty days from th 
day of the date hereof ſhall appear before the Governor, 
Lieutenant- Governor, or Commander in Chief in any of h 
Majeſty's colonies or provinces aforeſaid, or before the Ge 
neral or Commanding officer of his Majeſty's forces in Ame 
rica, or any Other officer in his Majeſty's ſervice, having th 
command of any detachment or parties of his Majeſty's force 
there, or before the Admiral or Commander in Chief of þ 
Majeſty's fleets, or any other officer commanding any of! 
Majeſty's ſhips of war, or any armed veſlel in his Majeſty! 
ſervice, within any of the ports, havens, creeks, or upon t 
coaſts of America, and ſhall claim the benefit of this procl 
mation, and at the ſame time teſtify lus obedience to the lay 
by ſubſcribing a declaration in the words following, I, 
B. do promiſe and declare, that I will remain 1n-a peaceab 
obedience to his Majeſty, and will not take up arms, nor et 
courage others to take uparms, in oppoſition to his authority, 
ſhall and may obtain a full and free pardon of all treaſons at 
miſpriſions of treaſons, by him heretofore committed or don 
and of all forfeitures, attainders and penalties for the ſame 
and upon producing to us, or to either af us, a.certificate Mg 
ſuch his appearance and declaration, ſhall and may have at 
receive ſuch pardon made and paſſed to him in due form. 


By command of their Given at New-York ! 
Excellencies, 14 2 this 3oth day of Nm 
Henry Strachey. vember, 1776. n, 

8 ' (Signed) Howz, Wi"! 


W. Hows, 


Extract of a Letter from General Sir William Howe to Lager 
George Germaine, dated New-York, November 28, 1979 
| | Received 30th December.] {ES 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yo! 

Lordſhip's diſpatches of the 11th, 12th and 21ſt of Jour: tol 

5 | Ifterel 


1778, "DEB T BBE S. 


ifferent letters of 22d of Auguſt, encloſing one to Sir Guy 
xrleton of the ſame date. ; | | 


raft of a Letter from the Honourable Sir William Howe 10 
Lord George Germaine, dated New-Y ork, Fuly 5th, 1777. 


I HAD the honour to receive by the Somerſet, tranſmitted 
Mr. D'Oyley, copies of your Lordſhip's letters to Sir Guy 
tleton of the 26th of March, and John Stuart, Eſq; of the 
| of April, together with the ſeveral ſtates of the Anſpach 
ups, detachment of artillery, chaſſeurs, &c. | 


Upon comparing the ſeveral Letters publiſhed in the London Ga- 
rette with the Copies of the ſame Letters upon the Table, the fol- 
lwing Paragraphs in General Burgoyne's Letter to Sir William 
me Howe, dated Camp before Ticonderoga, July 2d, 1777, were 
fuund to be omitted, | 2 | 
THE enemy do not appear to have the leaſt ſuſpicion of the 
ing's inſtructions relative to the campaign after the reduction 
Ticonderoga. | 
[ſhall implicitly follow the ideas I communicated to your 
cellency in my letters from Plymouth and Quebec, 
1 have the honour to be, &c. _ | 

J. Bux OYNxE. 


ron/lated Copy of the Contents of the Inſtructions given to Lieu- 


en 1:nant- Colonel Baum, with Regard to an Expedition he is to 


tmmand,* | 

THE intention of this expedition is to dive into the ſenti- 
oneWents of the inhabitants, to mount the regiment of dragoons, 
me to attempt furniſhing the army with horſes, cattle and 
e M iggons, He was to take the route of Arlington, Mancheſ- 
rand: Rockingham. He was to halt at each of theſe places, 
d from Mancheſter he was to ſend a detachment of Indians 
ord Provincials up Connecticut river as far as Number Four. 
tom Mancheſter he was to continue his march to Rocking- 
am, where he was to take poſt. The Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Ith his corps of regular troops, is not to pais beyond Roc- 
vf. ham. He is there to take the moſt advantageous ſituation. 
l cattle, waggons and horſes are to be ſent to the army, and 
La ven by Provincials well eſcorted. When the ſervice is ef- 


16 
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This copy differs from the copy publiſhed in America, 4 
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fected, he is to take the fhorteſt route by Brattenburg to / 
bany, there to join the body of the army. Wherever HP. 
paſſer he 18 to make the inhabitants believe, that the con 
vhich he commands is the van-guard of the army, which 
to take the route of Boſton, and that he is to be joined 
Springfield by a body of troops from Rhode-Ifland. 
In caſe the army thould not be arrived at Albany fo ſoon 
the Lieutenant-Colonel has finiſhed the bufineſs, Gene en- 
Burgoyne will give him advice, and will recall him to the: 
my, or will give another route to his corps. 
The Lieutenant-Colonel muſt ſend intelligence from ti 
to time of his poſition, and of what he has effected. 
Should the enemy face him with too great a force, Gena 
ne will not fail to ſend him the moſt ſpeedy ſuccou 
or will ſo take his meaſures, that the enemy ſhall find thei 
ſelves between two fires. | | | 
Camp at Fort-Eqward, J. BUR Oo 
Auguſt Itb, 1777. Lieutenant-Ger 


dit 


This in general is the contents of the inſtructions to Li 
tenant-Colonel Baum. The changes in his route were mi ; 
upon the report of Colonel Skeen, who informed Gene de 
Burgoyne, that there was a very conſiderable magazine 
Bennington, and that it would be very eaſy to ſurpriſe: b 
make himſelf maſter of it. The Lieutenant- Colonel m. 
immediately ſent from Batten-Kill directly towards Bt e th 
nington. The rebels having ſent very great reinforceme 
to that place, the Lieutenant-Colonel could not, abſolutt 
with a handful of ſoldiers, reſiſt the efforts of the ene Une 
who had at leaft ten times his force, The unhappy reſuſ Ile 
but too well known. _— 


Number of the Troops employed upon that Expedition. 
Regiment of dragoons — ks d 
Indians - — — — diff 
Peter's corps — 5 1 ma 
Provincial and Canadian volunteers — 


Frafer's company * = - Ie eac 


- 


The Provincials and Canadians not being ftrong cn9 
General Reideſel added to them 25 chaſſeurs and 75 
ſoldiers of the Germans, ; 7 
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January 21, 1778. 


N 
1 Private buſineſs, 
Ol 


ch 


January 22. 1 
dir Philip Jennings Clerke, purſuant to notice given the sir P. Jen- 
ceding day, as ſoon as the private buſineſs was finiſhed, ings Clerle. 
& and ſaid, Sir, I riſe now to fulfil a promiſe I made to ſe- 
al of my neighbours, before I left the country, which was, 
enquire into the ſtate and circumſtances of ſeveral new le- 
of traops, which have heen lately ordercd to be raiſed. 
he people of the country have been told, Sir, that the Ame- 
an war 1s the war of Parliament; they are therefore ex- 
dingly alarmed to hear that a large body of men has been 
led during the recets of Parliament, without their know- 
ge or advice, not the leaſt intimation having been given 
the miniſter of ſuch an intention before the adjournment; 
the contrary, the noble Lord told the Houſe he had a con- 
atory propoſition to make at their next meeting, which he 
ught would end to the advantage of this country, The 
ble Lord, inſtead of a peace, has produced an army, an ar- 
ſ raiſed under the auſpices of perſons who have never been 
ted for their loyalty to their ſovereign, or their attachment 
the conſtitution, To know into what hands the ſword is 
ed is the grand object of this enquiry. : 
owever neceſſary it may be to raiſe troops to continue 
ruinous, deſtructive war, it is incumbent on us. to take 
that the ſword is placed in ſafe hands; that it is not 
ed againſt ourſelves ; and that theſe powers which are 
employed to deſtroy the freedom of America, in the end 
not endanger our own, 1 | 
ie motion I am now going ta make is, That an 
able addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be 
ciouſly pleaſed to give directions, that there be laid before 
Houſe an account of the number of troops ordered to be 
ed during the late adjournment of Parliament, ſpecifying 
different corps, and the names of the officers appointed to 
mand them, and alio the names of all the ofhcers ap- 
ated to ſerve in each rank in the different corps, and the 
each officer has ſerved in any other corps in the army, 
nous to ſuch appointment; and the rank he held. | 
Lord Barrington ſaid, he had no objection to the motion, Lord Bane 
thought that the number of troops raiſed was improper 1n- 717g. 
nation, and therefore moved to leave out thoſe words, 
Ito ſay © an account ſpecifying the different corps which 
o.. VIII. „ 455 have 


1 


Pp. 


61 
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Lord a . Lord North obſerved, he was happy in having it in h 


R. Hon. T. 


Teronſtend. 


* 


the beſt and only Judges of both the purpotes and the ned mth 


\ 
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have been ordered to be raiſed during the late adjournme; 
&c. | 


The motion was agreed to. 


power to inform the Houſe, that the purpoſes for which t 
adjournment was originally propoſed had not only been a 
fwered, by the active exertion of the various officers employ, 
in the ſeveral departments of his Majeſty's ſervice, but f 
the voluntary unſolicited efforts of ſeveral loyal ſubjects, h 
alſo contributed to this effe&,—A ſubſcription had late 
been ſet on foot in ſeveral parts of the kingdom, that not o 
ly intimated the moſt valid indications of truly patriotic 2 
but alſo gave a moſt flattering appearance of the public: 
quieſcence in the conduct of adminiſtration. It was no lit 
comfort to perſons intereſted in public employments to of 
ferve, that the opinion univerſally entertained of their m 
nagement was not influenced by contingencies that human 
gacity could not impede, and that it was a pleaſure peculi: 
grateful to an honeſt Engliſhman, that amidft ſuch emerge 
cies, the fortitude of the people ſhould ſhine particularly cy 
ſpicuous. 8555 | 

Right Honourable . Teunſbend aſſerted the extreme i 
propriety in the conduct of adminiitration, in making fo lo 
a receſs, at a time they intended to adopt ſo important a me 
fure as that of levying and raiſing, within the kingdom, 
conſiderable a military force as 15,000 men, without the p 
vious conſent of Parliament, or indeed any previous comm 
nication whatever to that Houſe, of any ſuch intention, 
{aid, if one regiment, raiſed in ſo unconſtitutional a mann 
could be juſtified, twenty, fifty, or any given number, mig 
in the {ame manner. hat fence or protection were | 
conſtitution and the laws againſt arbitrary power, if al 
friends had to do, in order to eſtabliſh ſuch a mode of? 
vernment, was to promote ſubſcriptions for raiſing tro 
and when they were raited and embodied, employing them 
ſupport of their favourite doctrines? Reſpecting the putrpoſ uch 
to effect which thoſe troops were to be employed, and the! 
ceſſity ariſing from the preſent ſtate of our colonies, Par! 
ment had no right at all to interfere, or they muſt have 


fity. Why then adjourn Parliament without conſulting the 

He would grant in argument every thing thoſe moſt ſanguiM.. 4 

for the meaſure might wiſh to urge in its favour ; but f bs 

though the eſſence of the conſtitution was loft, it behoved Wy 
* 


3 1778. 98 B . 

ſters to at leaſt preſerve the forms of it; and not, by ad- 
urning Parliament to a long day, on purpoſe to exerciſe its 
ly great conſtitutional power, that of granting money, in- 
ur the actual expenditure, and bind parliamentary faith firſt, 
jd then call upon that Houſe, as a matter of courſe, to pro- 
de for that expenditure, - 


259 


Lord North reſted his defence, firſt, on the ground of ne- L.. 77,4, 


fity ; ſecondly, on the impracticability of imparting what 
5 not, nor could not be known, to miniſters at the time of 
x adjournment ; and thirdly, on their conduct being per- 
ly conſtitutional. The neceflity, he ſaid, would not be 
puted ; the very arguments, daily urged by the gentlemen 
the other ſide of the Houſe, proyed it beyond a poſſibility 
doubt, The operations of the next campaign, in America, 
puld call for the moſt vigorous and decided exertions, if our 
lonies ſhould obſtinately perſiſt in refuſing to agree to rea- 
able terms of accommodation. Tt was not in the power of 
nniftration, before the receſs, to bring the matter as a 
afure before Parliament, becauſe, in fact, except in a very 
F inſtances, they were totally ignorant of what afterwards 
ppened, Offers had been made; but in what inſtances; 
her than thoſe already made; or how far they might 
received or rejected, could not, at the time Par- 
ment adjourned, be poſſibly in the contemplation of 
niſters. As to the laſt point, on which the honourable 
teman had delivered his ſentiments with ſo much ve- 
nence and acrimony, relative to the contempt thrown 
£m Parliament, and the breach of the conſtitution, he 
pred leave to draw a very different concluſion. The Ame- 
an war was a conſtitutional war; it was a IN war; 
the offers made to the Crown, and accepted of, were per- 
y.conftitutional, The right of the ſupreme legiſlature 
denied; arms had been taken up by our rebellious ſub- 
ts in America, in maintenance of this denial; a very loyal 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects had expreſſed their abhorrence 
uch an unnatural rebellion; and had, in proof of thoſe 
Itiments, offered their perſons and their purſes in ſupport of 
conſtitutional rights of this country. | 


Mr. Burke took notice of the zeal of the noble Lord, and the "0 


mth of his hoſom for the public weal. He ſuppoſed it to be 
It zeal, warmth and ardour, that had induced him to aſſiſt, if 
ito deviſe, the raiſing of men without the knowledge of Par- 
ment, and by that means acting unconſtitutionally for the 
of his country, He remembered that the noble Lord voted 
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260 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1/9 
for anadjournment of Parliament for ſix weeks, for two ſeve 
reaſons ; the one, to give him an opportunity of digeſting ; 
equitable plan of coriciliation, founded on conceſſion a 
the other, to guard him from being ſhot through and throut 
with the long arrows of militant oppoſition. It had turn 
out, he ſaid, however, that another more ſubſtantial reaf 
exiſted for the adjournment of Parliament not of conti 
ing propoſitions of peace, but of ſecuring force towards wa 

| | in an illegal, unconſtitutional and extravagant way. 

He obterved on the preſent criſis of Britain, that it was! 
mentable in the extreme. He ſaid, he had the ſame daye 
amined the ſtate of our funds, and found that the three x 
cents contolidated ſtood at 714; and he begged leave to co 
traſt that with the ſtate of the ſame fund in January 156 
the fifth year of a, war with the united Houte of Bourbe 
when they. were 79. In the latter inſtance they were] 
when we had funded 23,000,0c0l. and in the firſt they: 
71, when we have funded 5,v00,000l, He continued too 
ſerve on the preſent mode of raiſing ſupplies, that he wo 
donſider its ee in two ſeparate points of view; 1 
whether it was in reſpe& of expence the moſt ceconomica 
and, 2dly, whether it was in reſpect of. ſtrength the moſt « 
fectual. He conſidered the firſt expence of raifing a reg 
ment to be about ol. So much we receive, ſuppoting t 
the ſupplies flow from the voluntary gift of the ſubſcribe 
They are embodied in ſeparate corps, habited, maintainedf 
the war, diſcharged, and placed upon the hali-pay lift, 
which, calculating the amount of half-pay at ten years p 
chaſe, would coſt us $0,c001, fo that we in teahty recei 
60,0001. as there are 16 regiments offered, to pay 480, 00 
That this is ceconomy worthy the people who contrived it 
was well convinced; the offer received was a ſecming ads 
tage, but an actual loſs; for where there was ever occali 
for multiplying the ſupplies granted by Parliament, it 
moſt ceconomical to raiſe them in ſeparate corps, while 
battalions already raiſed want more than one half of thi 
war eſtabhthments, as it brings a double charge of office 
both on full and half pay, which charge conſtitutes the £ 
pence, amounting, as ſaid before, to 30, oool. for each 500 
So far as tothe ceconomy. As to the efficacy, he would o 
Hy ob;erve, that in our former wars, it was held prudent a 

expedient to advance the battalions from their peace to th 
war eſtabhſhment, which was near! y double, mingling the 


. by the new with the veteran troops, and adding to ial 


ren 


118, D E 1 


kngth of the one the experience of the other. This, he 
d, was the practice of former times; it was ſo done laſt war, 
yd, as we werecrowned with conqueſt, he would not believe 
ut it was wrong, nor would he adopt any other mode in 
ference to it. He obſerved, that of all tie expedients uſed 


Tit 6 . d 
Wa ſkilful miniſtry towards redeeming public credit, none 
til ever more truly deſerving of attention, or more worthy 


applauſe, than the preſent. A charitable ſubſcription was 
zun for the relief of the diſtreſſed American priſoners, and 
E miniſtry nobly caught at the contrivance, envied the ſmall 
tributions made to relieve the diſtreſs themſelves had oc- 
foned, and opened the ſtrings and the mouth of a ſubſcrip- 
bn bag for the treaſury. Convinced as they were, that the 
watry would no longer be induced by intereft, to hazard 
tir money in ſubſcribing towards loans, ſecured by govern- 
ent, they applied to their benevolence, and, like a beggar 
king a boon, received charitable donations from the pity- 
Ipoſed people of this country. He ſaid the noble Lord in 
be blue ribbon reminded him of Pericles, who, exhauſted 
in misfortune, waſted with diſeaſe, and lingering with pain, 
alked abroad, bedecked with amulets, charms, and ſaws of 
Id women, The loan. now unfilled and unpaid, was his 
leaſe ; and the charitable contributions of his friends were 
is amulets and charms, He was ready to grant, that volun- 
wry donations might be fairly interpreted, as proofs of a 
rople's affection, but they were no leſs ſo of their real po- 
ey, Private and public life exhibited pregnant proofs, 
hat ſolicitations on one hand; or benevolences on the other, 
ere the common effeCts of pride, poverty and pity. Perſons 
hight be mean from choice, naked from madneſs ; but rags 
covered an involuntary madneſs, or a poverty willing to be 
ncealed, It was true, that France, during the late war, in 
e midſt of her national diſtreſſes, was aſſiſted by the people, 
ho delivered their plate for the public ſervice. This was a 
porious inſtance of national patriotiſm, but it was likewiſe a 
roof of national poverty. The mention of the laſt war muſt 
real to the ideas of eyery.,perion preſent, the moſt diſagreeable 
and humiliatin Oy fill the Houle, as well as nation, 
vith regret. FE en contraſted the ſtate of this country at 


1 


preſent, and the period alluded to, in the moſt ftrikang point 


friew; and ſaid, what added a particular. aggravation to the 
ature of our misfortunes was, that every wicked, weak, or 
llundering meaſure was ſanctioned under the name of the, 
wonſtitution; every thing that was tranſacted in Parliament, 
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cabinet, or elſewhere, was ſheltered under that veneru CO 
name. The uſe this word was lately employed in, brought Nite 
his recollection, Dean Swifts application of Whitſhed, a p 
ſtitute triſh crown lawyer's motto on his coach, /ibertas & 
tale ſolum, which would be applied by every man according 
his own ideas, or as his intereſts led him. Juſt ſo with (pr! 
noble Lord; the idea annexed to the word con/?itrion þ 
him was very different to its true import in a limited m 
narchy. He might mention it as often as he pleaſed, a 
ring the changes upon conſtitution, conſtitutional, &c. hut] 
might as well vainly expect that his garter would preſerve hi 
from the gout, or his ribbon expel a fever, as to imagine 
that to proſtitute the word conſtitution, would prevent an i 
veſtigation into his conduct at ſome future period. 
Mr. Dunning ſaid, whatever the noble . might thin 
he by no means approved of the Highlands of Scotland and der 
towns of Mancheſter and Liverpool taking the lead, Whe 
the nation, about two years ſince, were as buſy in manufaQu 
ing addreſſes, as they are now in promoting ſubſcriptions, H 
conſidered it as ominous that Mancheſter was the firſt 2 
dreſſer ; and he looked upon it equally ominous now, that ſhi" 1 
was the firſt ſubſcriber, 
He cenfured the conduct of the Committee at the London 
tavern m ſeverely, for the advertiſements put forth by then 
as both illegal and unconſtitutional. ' He was certain th: 
many diſplayed their names in the liſt, who were aCtuated b 
no ſuch motive. It could not in its nature be voluntary e 
Men who lay under obligations to government, were cornpel 
led to this aemation of gratitude, and their adherents, i 
their turn, made a virtue of neceſſity; ſo that nothing coul 
be fairly inferred from it concerning the inclinations of thi 
people, or their acquieſcence with government. He was n0 
diſpoſed to the invidious taſk of diſcriminating in a public ca 
talogue, between the deſerving and the undeſerving; but hf 
could perceive, from the liſt of ſubſcribers, that though tht 
fagacity of ſome might be confided in, their eſtabliſhing them 
ſelves into a Committee, and being thereby in an important 
national concern, a ſubſtitute for Parliament, was an act that 
they were not qualified to exert;---He therefore was led top" 
propoſe an amendment in tlie terms of this ſubſcription, andiſ* 
that for the future, wheñ ſuck propoſals ſhould be made, the 
ſhoufd be required to fay, for fuch uſes as the Parliament 
ſhould think fit,” and not as a Committece ſhould pleaſe to | 
—_—_— ; 2 
% ĩĩ ĩ C. | Colonel 
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(donel Barre propoſed an amendment to the motion, and Col. Barre 
wired that the uſes for which the different corps had been 

led, ſhould be particularly ſpecified.---It was very neceſ- 

that Parliament ſhould know the peculiar purpoſes and 

finations of all the different bodies of men that were levied 

fer their ſanction. This amendment being complied with, 

motion was carried without a diviſion, | 


Mr. Fox obſerved. that it were happy for the miniftry if Nr. rx, 
could forget the laſt war, and the bright luſtre the Bri- 

h arms had acquired by it: that it were well for their re- 

tation, that the world could loſe the recollection of the 

brious ſucceſſes that crowned the enterprizes of Great Bri- 

during that period; to the end that the contraſt of the 

ſent diſgraces might not ſtrike the nation ſo ſtrongly, and 

nder the contrivers of the meaſures which occaſioned them, 
eexccration of the people. 

The miniſter's views in holding out in ſuch pompous co- 

urs the proffered aid of ſeveral individuals, were ſpecious 

jd impoſing 3 they wiſhed to impreſs the people at large 

th the idea, that their meaſures were perfectly conſtitu- 

nal, or they ſhould not have met with ſuch general ſupport 

m the nation, | | I 

For his part, he could not be deceived in that particular, as 

knew the offers of ſupport came from men of ſuch: a de- 

nption, as would be no credit to adminiſtration to be ſup- 

med by, Scotland and Mancheſter very readily concurred 
ſtrengthen the hands of miniſters, who were purſuing mea- 

res ſo conformable to their own ſentiments, and to maintain 
gorernment ſo exactly ſimilar to that of their darling, kin 

nes II. a government which was purſuing the ſteps that loſt | 

at prince his crown, | Here ſome gentlemen called him to 

der, as they conceived that he was drawing a parallel be- 

deen the preſent king's reign and that of James; Mr, Fox, 

brever, qualified what he had ſaid, and went on.] | | 

He added, that Scotland and Mancheſter were ſo accuſto- 103 
ed to diſgrace, that it is no wonder if they pocket inſtances 3 
diſnonour, and fir down contented with infamy ; but as he 

ew Britain in general poſſeſſed other ſentiments, and would 24 
ut continue in the deluſion which had brought diſgrace . 

don her arms, annihilated one army, and diſhonoured ano- 

ler, but would inveſtigate the cauſe of our misfortunes to 

© fountain-head, from whence the calamities of the war and 
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Col. Lut- 
trell. 


| 14. North. Lord North ſaid, that if the honourable gentleman had r 


copies of all inſtructions and other papers, relative to the e 
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of this campaign in particular had originated. By | 
means they might be able to diſcover the men' who had 4 
all this, and who had brought diſgrace upon their county 
far as lay in their power; although at the ſame time 
owned no miniſters had it much in their power to degr 
this country, ſince a change of men wiped off the diſgr 
To this end he ſaid, he renewed a motion which he had m 
before the receſs, for — „copies, or extracts of the! 
ters of inſtructions ſent to Generals Howe, Carleton and}; 
yne, tending, to any co-operation between the Gene 
owe and Burgoyne.” He hoped that he would not bet 
derſtood to take any undue advantage from the abſence o 
noble Lord f Lord George Germaine] who might be affe 
by the diſeloſures called for. He knew the cauſe of his: 
ſence was owing to a family misfortune, at the ſame time t 
enquiry called for was neceſſary, and immediately ſo. 
He then ſpoke to his intended motion. He faid it was! 
poſſible, that 10,000 men could be loſt, no unforeſcen or 
traordinary accident happening; if there was not a ff 
ſome where, in the plan, the execution, or both. That 
fault could be found out only, by an enquiry into the inſt 
tions given to General Burgoyne ; that therefore as he hop 
the gentlemen in adminiſtration had given no advice ori 
ſtructions, which could not bear the teſt of parliamentary 
quiry, as he flattered himſelf, that the motion he was about 
make would not meet their oppolition, It were needleſs 
have a Parliament, if it could not call for information, 2 
niſn delinqueats! He then moved, © that an humble: 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be graciou 
pleaſed to give directions, that there be laid before this Hou 


pedition from Canada, under Lieutenant-General Burgoyn 
and alſo copies of ſuch parts of the inſtructions given to G 
neral Sir William Howe, as relate to any intended co- ope 
tion with Lieutenant-General Burgoyne.“ 
Colonel Luttrell was not ſatisfied with the explanation; 
the leſs ſo, as he ſaid he had heard the honourable geatlen 


declare, that he would ſpeak treaſon when he pleaſed. 


ſpoke treaſon, he had gone very near it. King James þ 
been dethroned for endeavouring to ſubvert the laws, overtu 
the conſtitution, and reign without a Parliament. The pt 
ſent King, on the contrary, was contending to eſtabliſh 
power of Parliament, and enforce the laws of the count 0 hi 


578. rn 


was the duty of Parliament to enquire into the conduct of 
niſters; to turn out ſuch as had acted wrong; and to keep 
t ſuch as would with to act wrong. When the names of the 
ſcribers ſhould be made public, it would then appear that 
y were men who had been always fincerely attached to the 
wunſwic family; and that though it had been otherwiſe, it 
duld be ungenerous and impolitic to 11mpute the faults of the 
rent to the children. As well might himſelf and the ho- 

urable member be called Tories, as the anceſtors of both 
xd been of that deſcription of men. 

As to the propoſed enquiry, he had not the leaſt objection 

it; he only found fault with the time of moving for it, 

hen the noble Lord, from a recent loſs, and great domeſtie 

sfortune, which prevented him from attending the Houſe, 

{in ſome degree diſqualified him for a defence; he would 

erefore recommend it to the worthy member to ſuſpend his 

oon till Tueſday next, on which day he was informed the 

ble Lord intended to be in his ſeat in the Houſe. 


ng treaſonable by his alluſion to the government of King 
mes. This he would maintain, that whoſoever attempts to 
| contrary to the conſtitution, can be no friend to it; that 
attempt to tax 3,000,000 of people, without their own con- 
nt, was unconſtitutional 3 and that as King 2 had been 
oſed for exerciſing power not his own, ſo this country had 
n depoſed from its natural dominion over America for 
wing a power denied by the conſtitution, 

As for the motion, he would not have it thought that he 
ated to take any mean advantage of the noble Lord's di- 
ſled ſituation; he could not indeed fee that his preſence 
s neceflary at the time of making the motion; but that if 
peared otherwiſe to the Houſe, he was willing to with- 
aw for that evening, and make it on Tueſday next. 


e inſpection of the Houſe, was not laying an accuſation be- 
re them againſt either the projector or the executor of the 
kn; though it would redound to the honour of the miniſter 
the American department, if the inſtructions ſhould ap- 
tt faultleſs, as he expected the Houſe to believe. 


re premature, until the arrival of the General; and, though 
Im a particular occafion he had conceived a perſonal diſhke 
that officer, yet he ſhould oppoſe a ſtep which would ex- 
& him, however innocent he might be, to the almoſt inde- 
Vor. VIII. Mm delible 


Mr. Fox roſe to explain the imputation of meaning ſome- Mr. Fog, 


* 


Mr. Dunning made a diſtinction between inquiry and accu- Mr. Dun- 
tion, To ſubmit the inſtructions of General Burgoyne to ning- 


Mr. Rous was of a different opinion, He thought the mea- Mr. Revs. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


delible impreſſions ariſing neceſſarily from the prejudging 
caſe; for it was univerſally believed on all ſides, that there 
a fault ſomewhere ; and, if upon an inſpection of the inſt; 
tions the miniſter ſhould be declared innocent, it was img 
fible not to impute criminality to General Burgoyne. T 
propoſition was therefore to the laft degree ungenerous, 
Mr. Wedderburne | the Solicitor-General] argued, that 
was unfair to take the matter up ſo haſtily in the abſence 
Lord Germaine, and mare particularly as it would be ti 
enough to agitate it when the noble Lord ſhould arrive, whi 


was to be in ſo ſhort a time. He declared he ſpoke nog 


nion but his own; it was now againſt the motion; but 
was ſo perfectly free in his determinations, that if on Tueſd 
any new matter ſhould come out to inform him better, t 
noble Lord ſhould not be ſurpriſed at ſceing him divide agii 
him. 

It having been thrown out in the courſe of the debate, 
adminiſtration had encouraged news- paper abuſe, Lord 
gent obſerved, that ſuch charges had frequently been m 
from the other fide of the Houle ; but he had every reaſon 
believe, they were ill- founded. He had indeed frequent 
heard inſinuations of that nature made by thoſe very gen 
men, who ſeemed ſo deſirous to ſtate it as a ground of cen 


againſt miniſters. As to the queſtion before the House, 
deſiręd to be governed by no man's opinion but his own, T 


noble Lord near him [Lord North] ſeemed willing 2 
ready to lay the inſtructions now moved for before the tov 
ſo might the other noble Lord in whole department thobe 
ſtructions lay; but for his part, he ſhould ever continue 
reſiſt any propoſition tending to public enquiry into the co 
duct of an abient man. General Burgovne was that abſc 
man; he was now at three thouſand miles diſtance, and 
courſe could not be in a fituation to anſwer for himtelf. T 
arties were the miniſters on one fide, and that gentleman ( 
the other; the cauſe of that fatal miſcarriage muſt lig 
fome where. Parliament, upon a full hearing, was to ud 
How then was it pofſible to determine till the parties were: 
preſent ; that could not be till General Burgoyne returned 
donſequently all inveſtigation and enquiry muſt be prematu 
till the arrival of that event. He was the more confirmed 
that opinion, by what had appeared in print, by authont) 
he meant Mr. gen letter, in which he ſeemed to be 
ſtricted by his orders. This matter was variquſly talked« 


and various judgments had been already paſſed upon the cot 


ten 


5 


BY DEBATES 
„ This was ſtill a ſtronger reaſon with him to abſtain 
p acceding to any motion, which, from theſe circum- 
ces, muſt almoſt inevitably lead to a partial judgment. 
corroborate what he ſaid, his Lordſhip informed the Houle, 
at a very early period of his acquaintance with Parlia- 
it, a diſaſter had happened to the Britiſh arms, a motion 
at that time made extremely ſimilar to the preſent ; it 
made by the late Mr. Fox | afterwards Lord Holland |] 
the parties being abſent | Leftocke and Matthews] the 
ent Lord Chatham then Mr. Pitt] made a motion to 
one the enquiry, till thoſe gentlemen were on the {pot to 
er for themſelves, And as he wiſhed to do now, ſo he 
then; he ſeconded the motion of the noble Lord who 
hed to defer the enquiry, till every perſon concerne 
id be in a fituation to anſwer for himſelf, | 
donel Barre treated the noble Lord's general profeſſions 
ndour and impartiality with a kind of ludicrous appro- 
vn. He ſuppoſed when the noble Lord talked of think- 
for himſelf, he meant no more than to ſay, that he adopted 
her opinions than thoſe of the miniſter ; he ſhould not be 
fore ſurpriſed if he differed from the miniſter, and yet 
the queſtion came to be finally determined, he ſhould 
in a majority; he was certain that if the noble Lord's 
ment was formed upon that high authority he ſuſpected it 
ſhould the miniſter be fo hardy as to differ from him, he 
ud moſt certainly find himſelf out- numbered. As to the 
ed gentleman, who fo earneſtly affirmed, that he meant 
blow no man's opinion but his own, he was willing to be- 
, that he ſtood in the ſame predicament as the laſt men- 
ad noble Lord; by ſpeaking no opinions but their own, 
plainly gave the miniſter to underſtand, that whenever he 
from his own judgment, or ſhowed the leaſt diſpoſition 
iform the Houſe on matters neceſſary to be known, that 
ms no longer to be ſupported ; but muſt give way to that 
-ruling influence which governed every thing, within and 
tout Parliament. He felt therefore for the fituation of 
noble Lord in the blue ribbon 3 and whenever the que- 
n ſhould come to receive a negative, he adviſed his Lord- 
not to undergo the painful mortification of being ren- 
La cypher, while he apparently held the rank of firſt mi- 
er; but prudently taking the hint from the noble Lord 
laſt ſpoke, and the learned gentleman [Mr. Wedder- 
oe] who ſpoke before, make his retreat in time, and, as 
> vote in a decided majority. 
Mma Mr. 
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268 - PARLIAMENTARY A. 11 
Mr. Hirte. Mr. Burde affured the noble Lord, who ſpoke laſt but on 
that if he meant to point at him, as one of the perſons y] 

had hinted any meaſufe againſt Lord and General Howe, 

was exceedingly miſtaken, He was perfectly ſatisfied t 

they were able men; he was ſure ftill, that they were deſe 

ing of a higher character, for he was perſuaded they were ge 

men. He preſumed, that ſomething which had fallen fon a 

him in a former debate might have given grounds for the p 

ſent looſe charge. If that was the caſe, what he ſaid then 

was now willing to repeat, which was, that perſons intry 

with the commiſſion of the firſt magnitude, which commiſi 

was attended not only with a very high ſalary, but withy 

tronage and other very great advantages, ought to have ſo 
controul, which might direct them to a ſpeedy exccution 

the ſpecial purpoſes of their commiſſion; when he ſaid th 

he meant it only as a general propoſition, not applicable tot 

men but to the nature of their truſt; it was a good rule 

licy, ſo it was in the moſt ordinary occurrences. of hun 

ife, never to put a man into a ſituation where duty was nes 
performed, the perſonal advantages of which ſituation mig 

tempt him to look to the latter in preference to the former 

Gor. Jabn- Governor Johnſtone ſaid, that he was much ſurpriſed at 
__ uncommon ingenuity of the noble Lord, who could read 
ſhift the odium fo juſtly charged on adminiſtration, for 
couraging the libels daily circulated or our commanders 

val and military in America, upon the gentlemen on his f m 

1 of the Houle, when it was notoriouſly known, that from il 
very firſt commencement of the war to the preſent minu 

every plan that failed, which was in fact every plan adopt 

was indirectly charged to the inability, negle&, &c. of thi 
entruſted with the execution. He acknowledged, that he- 

ſay, and was free to declare at all times, that no man ſho 

have it in his power, be his character ever ſo high, to prolo 

a war, in the prolongation of which he might not have 
eventual, but muſt have a certain intereſt. When he 1 

this, he ſolemnly proteſted he meant no particular applicatic 

He was ſorry to ſay, that the conduct of thoſe who profell 
themſelves the friends of government, was very differet 

they made applications of theſe general propoſitions to pa 

culars. The tardy progreſs of the army under Sir Willi 

Howe, according as occaſions ſerved, they attributed ate 

time to inactivity, at another to wilful delay in the comm! 


17. 
beit 


be! 


der, on a ſuppoſition of his being too fond of the emolume 
of his ſituation, to put it :o an end. He had not the hon 
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being perſonally acquainted with Sir William Howe; but 
he knew a man upon earth more above all mankind than the 
| of his ſpecies, it was Lord Howe. He never knew any 
an, in any ſituation, who, it was more improbable, would 
tempted from a ſtrict and rigid diſcharge of his duty, than 
noble Lord alluded to, by any thing, which, in the com- 
on acceptation of mankind, may be ſuppoſed to ſeduce per- 
us in ſuch fituations from a faithful diſcharge of their 
ut. | 
Lind Nugent diſclaimed any guidance, either perſonal or Ld. Nga 
iniſterial, but what his own judgment led him to; he was 

ready to reſiſt the influence hinted at by the honourable 

ntleman, if any ſuch influence really exiſted, as to oppoſe 

te miniſter if he thought him in the wrong. He was a free 

un, and would remain ſo; he was an honeſt man, and had 

om his earlieſt acquaintance with Parliameat, acted accord- 

g to principle, The emoluments of his office had not ſuf- 

cient temptation to bias his judgment; they were at all 

mes with him a matter of paltry conſideration ; his fortune 

ample, his expectations none at all, and his intentions 

early directed to the promoting the intereſt of his coun- 


0 


ud, the merits were not before the Houle; that the motion 
ud, for upwards of an hour and a half, been withdrawn by 
dmmon conſent, | 


Lift of the Corps which have been ordered to be raiſed during the 
late Adjournment of the Houſe of Commons, with the Names of 
the Officers appointed to command thoſe Corps. 


Corps. Commandants, 
Wojal Mancheſter regiment 
AA Colonel Mawhood 


Highland regiment of foot Colonel William Gordon 
Ditto = 


— Colonel John MKenzie 
Litto — Lieut. Col. John Campbell 
Wit - — Colonel James Murra 
Mito - =  ; | Tieut, Col. Jobn N' Donald 
plies of foot in North-] Colonel Francis M®Lean 
ritain - 8 | 


a Highland regiment of foot Lieut. Col. Earl of * . 
| oya 


Mr. Thurloe F the debate; he Mr.Tburbe. 


EY 


— — — — 


* 
1 — * 7 
2 1 -- — 2 * 
a = 22 2 
5 = ED” PE OM —_ 
_ al N 22 2 
- * "> S -- - 
4 af _— — 
3 
1 


. 


— - t * 
* E's - 
* * " 7 
99 OO — on _ - — 4 1 — 4 — * 3 8 
— 2 - — N = — — — —— — N 
mw 224 2 3 5 = £2 TRY — . 3 2 
* — — — — "ads v 7 * - a the FI A 0 * 7 2 * 
2 . ... STI nn i PAL. ide ES C 
7 2 — 3 — * — * 2 by * 2. a ba 
8 . K IC 2 I 3 - 
; 3 * — — ws" 4 3 * 22 N hy 
* . n 2 2 — 2 N —— —————— > SIN 
5 SE 4 * > T q — — 1 8 . 4 — y = 
hy - . _——z o — — 55 = 22 75. 


27a 


der eighteen years, or above thirty. 
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Royal Liverpool blues — Major-General Calcraft | 
Royal Edinburgh volunteers Colonel Sir William ErikineW7, 
Royal Glaſgow volunteers Colonel Alexander Leſlie 

| Captain Hugh Lord 
Captain Rowland Edwards 
Captain Alexander Campbell 
Captain George Adams 
Captain Thomas Lloyd 
Capt. Lord Viſc. Fielding 
Captain George Vaughan 

Captain John Edwards 

{Captain Lord Herbert. 


Nine Independent Compa- 


nies in Wales 


c— 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary at Mar to Sir Thomas 
| gerton Baronet, dated 16th December, 1777. 


S141. | 
IAM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that hi 
Majeſty approves of the very handſome offer made by the tow 
of Mancheſter, through you, for raiſing a regiment of foot at 
their own expence, the regiment to conſiſt of eight battalion 
companies, one company of grenadiers, and one of light in 
fantry ;. the battalion companies to conſiſt each of one cap- 
tain, two lieutenants, one enſign, ſerjeants, corporal, uc 
drummers and 109 private men ; the grenadier company 0 
one captain, three heutenants, ſerjeants, corporals, two drum 
mers, two fifers and 100 men; the light infantry company of 
one captain, three lieutenants, ſerjeants, corporals, two drum- at. 
mers and 100 private, with the uſual ſtaff-officers ; the regi- 
ment to have one colonel-commandant, one lieutenant-colo- 
nel and one mayor, each having alſo a company. 
The non-commiſſioned officers and private men are to te- odr 
ceive pay from the days of their reſpective atteſtations. MW: 
No more than three guineas bounty-money will be allowed 
to be given to each recruit. ä . | 
None are to be enliſted under five feet four inches, nor un- rere 


It is required, that the regiment ſhalt be actually raiſed and N „ 


approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) within 55 
four months from the date hereof, I have repreſented to his Nu of 
Majeſty, that commiſſions are not defired for the officers until Mon x 
the regiment ſhall be fo reviewed and approved, _—_ for 

; aptain 
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pain Norsfall of the 23d, and Roger Aytoun, Eſq; late of 
11th dragoons, the intended major and eldeſt captain. 
The liſt of the other gentlemen recommended through you 
commiſſions has been laid before the King, and honoured 
u his royal approbation, and they may be aſſured that they 
have commiſſions as ſoon as ever the regiment is raiſed 
| approved. | | 


tthe officers will be intitled to half-pay ; in caſe the regi- 
it ſhall be reduced after it has been once eſtabliſhed, 
| I have the honour to be, Sir, cc. 
BARRINGTON. 


of a Letter from the Secretary at War to the Honourable Co- 
hne! William Gordon, dated 19th December, 1777. 


[ Like Letter of fame Date to John M*Kenzie, Ei.] 


* Letter, dated 25th December, 1777, to Colonel James 
Murray. |] x 


le lan dated 3d January, 1778, to Col. Francis MLean.] 
SIR, War- Mice, 1075 December, 1777. 


xeſty approves of your propoſal for raiſing a regiment of 
tin the Highlands of Scotland, to conſiſt of eight batta- 
n companies, one company of grenadiers, and one of light- 
airy ; the battalion companies to conſiſt each of one cap- 
0, two lieutenants, one enſign, five ſerjeants, five corporals, 
drummers and 100 private men; the grenadier company 
me captain, three lieutenants, five ſerjeants, five corporals, 
ddrummers, two pipers and 100 private men; the light- 


its, five corporals, two drummers, and 100 private, with 

uſual ſtaff-officers. The regiment to have the field- 
ers under mentioned, viz. one lieutenant-colonel, and one 
wor, each alſo having a company, one major without a com- 
ly, receiving an allowance of 10s. per diem in lieu thereof, 
gs. per diem as major; but in caſe of the death or promo- 


[4 * 


mihe cſtabliſhment, 


lam likewiſe authoriſed by his Majeſty to acquaint you, 


[AM commanded by the Kang to acquaint you, that his 


antry company of one captain, three lieutenants, five ter- 


n of the additional major, the pay of ſuch major is to ceaſe 


The 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


The regiment to be under your command as colonel-c 
mandant, with the command of a company. x 

I am to inform you, that levy-money will be allowe 
at the rate of 
jeſty has been pleaſed to direct that the pay of the regime 
{hall take place from the date of your beating order, and fþ 
be allowed you in aid of. recruiting, on condition that you 
render an exact account of the ſaid levy-money and pay t 
{hall be iſſued to you, charging againſt it five guineas fore 
man reviewed and approved, together with the ſubſiſtence 
the non-commiſſoned officers and private men, from the d 
of. their reſpeFtive atteſtations; and if there ſhould be a 
balance remaining, it 1s to be conſidered as a ſaving to t 
public, to be hereafter diſpoſed of as ſhall be thought pro 

No more than three guineas will be allowed to be given 
each recruit, | | 

None are to be enliſted under five feet four inches, nor 
der eighteen years or above thirty. 

It is required that the regiment ſhall be actually raiſed; 
approved (after heing reviewed by a general officer) witl 
four months from the date hereof. 

1 have repreſented to his Majeſty, that you humbly he 
vou {hall be indulged in recommending the officers, be 
ſuch as are well affected to his Majeſty, and moſt likely 
their intereſt and connections to aſſiſt in raiſing the corps i 
out delay; but that you do not deſire any commiſſions 


them until the regiment ſhall have been raiſed and approy 


Tou will therefore be pleaſed to ſend to me, for his 
jeſty's conſideration, a lift of ſuch perſons as you propoſe 
officers, who, if they meet with his royal approbation, n 
be aſſured that they ſhall have commiſſions as ſoon as ever 
iment is compleated ; and I am to acquaint you, it is 
Majeſty's intention, that the companies which ſhall be 
railed ſhall entitle their captains and ſubalterns to ſeniority 
the regiment according to their reſpective ranks, and the d 
fercnt periods at which the ſaid companies ſhall be co 
pleated. | a 
T am to inform you, that in caſe the perſons approved 


the King for the rank of majors ſhould be of leſs than 


ears ſtanding in the army as captains, they are to pay 3 


each for their commiſſions, which ſums. are to be carried 
aid of the charge brought on the public for levy-money, * 
credited to the general account. | 5 


3l. per man for 1082 men; and that his N 


1 
12 


E Of 


% 
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[am likewiſe authoriſed by his Majeſty to acquaint you, 
| officers will be intitled to half-pay, in caſe the regiment 
l be reduced, after it has been once eftabliſhed. * 5 
Ihave the King's command to add, that, as orders are 
jen for ſeveral other Highland corps, it is his Majeſty's in- 
ation, that their ſeniority in the army ſhall be determined 
| the periods at which they ſhall be reſpectively eompleated. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, &c, 

| BARRINGTON, 


ö 


4 Letter from the Secretary at War to Lieutenant-Colonel 
John Campbell, dated 19th December, 1777. 


ke Letter dated the 25th December, 1977, to Liiutenants 
Colonel John M Donald.) 


SIR, War- Office, 19th December, 1777, 
| AM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that his 
laeſty approves of your propoſal for raiſing a regiment of 
tin the Highlands of Scotland, to conſiſt of eight batta- 
companies, one company of grenadiers, and one of light- 
fantry ; the battalion companies to conſiſt each of one cap» 
in, two heutenants, one enſign, five ſerjeants, five corporals, 
ddrummers, and 100 private men; the grenadier company 
ſone captain, three lieutenants, five ſerjeants, five corporals, 
odrummers, two pipers and 100 private men; the light- 
fintry company of one captain, 3 heutenants, 5 ſerjeants, 
corporals, 2 drummers, and 100 private, with the uſual ſtaff- 
fers. The regiment to have two majors, each having alſo 
company, and to be under your command as lieutenant- 
lonel commandant, with the command of a company, 
lam to inform you, that levy-money will be iſſurd to you 
the rate of gl, per man for 1082 men, and that his Majeſty has 
ten pleaſed to direct that the pay of the regiment ſhall take 
ce from the date of your beating-order, and ſhall be al- 
Wed you in aid of recrmting, on condition that you do ren- 
ran exact account of the ſaid levy- money and pay that ſhall 
e iſſued to you, charging againſt it five guineas for each man 
riewed and approved, together with the ſubſiſtence of the 
n- commiſſioned officers and private men from the day of 
ter reſpective atteſtations; and if there ſhould be any ba- 
ce remaining, it is to be confidered as a ſaving to the puh - 
eto be hereafter diſpoſed of as ſhall be thought proper, 

Vol. VIII. N n Na 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1 


No more than three guineas will be allowed to be given 


None are to be enliſted under five feet four inches, n 
under eighteen years, or above thirty, 

It is required, that the regiment ſhall be actually raiſed an 
approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) withi Li 
four months from the date hereof. | 

I have repreſented to his Majeſty, that you humbly hoy 


you ſhall be indulged in recommending the officers, bei 
lach as are well affected to his Majeſty, and moſt likely, H. 


their intereſt and connections, to aſſiſt in raiſing the cor 
without delay; but that you do not defire any commiſſions ent 
them until the regiment ſhall have been raiſed and approv 

You will be pleaſed therefore to ſend to me, for his M al 
jeſty's conſideration, a liſt of ſuch perſons as you propoſe i | 
officers, who, if they meet with his royal approbation, may t 
aſſured that they ſhall have commiſſions as ſoon as ever t 
3 is compleated ; and I am to acquaint you, it is 

ajeſty's intention, that the companies which ſhall be 6" © 
raiſed ſhall intitle their captains and ſubalterns to ſeniority {P'®* 
the regiment according to their reſpective ranks, and the diff" 
ferent periods at which the ſaid companies ſhall be co 
pleated. | | | „ 
I am to inform you, that in caſe the perſons approved Mp" 
the King for the rank of major ſhould be of leſs than i" 
years ſtanding in the army as captains, they are to pay zo" /* 
each for their commiſſions, which ſums are to be carried in * 
of the charge brought on the public for levy- money, and i ef 
dited to the general account, 73 

I am likewiſe authoriſed by his Majeſty to acquaint . Th 
the officers will be intitled to half-pay, in caſe the regim 
ſhall be reduced, after it has been once eſtabliſhed, 

I have the King's command to add, that as orders are gi be 


; for ſeveral other Highland corps, it is his Majeſty's intent No 


that their ſeniority in the army ſhall be determined by the MF" © 


riods at which they ſhall be reſpectively compleated, [t1 


1 have the honour to be, Sir, e. Ie 
BARRINGTON 


1778. CCC 


of a Letter from the Secretary at War to Colonel Sir William 
 . Erſkine, dated 17th January, 1778. 


Lite Letter of the ſame Date to the Honourable Colonel Alexander 
Leſlie for the Glaſgow Volunteers. 


SI K © War-Offce, 1th January, 1778. 

I AM commanded hy the King to acquaint you, that his 

zeſty approves of the very handſome propoſal made by the 

entlemen of Edinburgh, for raiſing a regiment of foot at their 
Fn expence-; the regiment to conſiſt of eight battalion com- 
mies, one company of grenadiers, and one of light-infantry; 
te battalion companies to conſiſt each of one captain, two 
tutenants, one enſign, five ſerjeants, five corporals, two 
ummers and 100 private men; the grenadier company of 
je captain, three lieutenants, five ſerjeants, five corporals, 
0 drummers, two fifers and 100 private men; the light- 
fantry company of one captain, three lieutenents, five ſer- 
ants, five corporals, two drummers and 1co private, with 
te uſual ſtaff-officers. The regiment to have the following 
d-officers, viz. one lieutenant-colonel and one major, each 

ning alſo a company, and one major without a company, 
ceiving an allowance of 10s. per diem in lieu thereof, and 
N per diem as major, but in caſe of the death or promotion of 
te additional major, the pay of ſuch major 1s to ceaſe upon 


te eſtabliſhment ; the regiment to be under your command 


colonel- commandant, with the command of a company. 

The non-commiſhoned officers and private men are to re- 
tive pay from the days of their reſpective atteſtations, 

No more than three guineas bounty -money will be allowed 
p be given to each recruit, £ 

None are to be inliſted under five feet four inches, nor un- 

eighteen years, or above thirty. | 

It is required that the regiment ſhall be —_— raiſed and 
proved (after being reviewed by a general officer) within 
bur months from the date hereof, | FE 
Tam likewiſe authoriſed by his Majeſty to acquaint you, 
lat the officers will be intitled to half-pay, in cale the regi+ 
tent ſhall be reduced after it has been once eſtabliſhed. 

l am to add, that it is his Majefty's pleaſure, that from the 
te hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellion now 
Wiſting in North America, every perſon who ſhall inliſt as 

Nn2 | a ſoldier 
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PARLIAMENTARY Ay 

a ſoldier in any of his Majeſty's marching regiments of f 

ſhall be intitled to his diſcharge at the end of three year, 

at the end of the rebellion, at the optionof his Majeſty; 
| I have the honour to be, Sir, Me. 

BARRENGTq 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary at War to the Earl of % 
torth, dated 8th January, 1778. 


M Loxp,  War-Offte, 8th January, 1) 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint your Ly 
ſhip, that his Majeſty approves of your propoſal for raiſing 
regiment of foot in the Highlands of Scotland, to conſiſt 
eight battalion companies, one company of grenadiers, 
one of light-1nfantry ; the battalion companies to conſiſt & 
of one captain, two lieutenants, one enſign, five ſerjeants, 
corporals, two drummers and 100 private men; the-grenad 
company of one captain, three lieutenants, five ferjeants, 
corporals, two drummers, two pipers and 100 private me 
the light-1nfantry company of one captain, three heutenan 
Ave ſerjeants, five corporals, two. drummers and 100 priva 
wth the uſual ſtaff-officers. The regiment to have one li 
tenant - colonel commandant, and two majors, each havi 
'alfo the command of a company. _ _  _ _._ 
. Tam to inform you, that levy-money wilt. be iſſued to) 
at the rate of ql. per man for 1082 men, and that his M 
jeſty lias been pleaſed to direct, that the pay of the regime 
thatt.take place from the date of your beating order, a 
mall be allowed you in aid: of recruiting, on condition tt 
you do render an exact account of the ſaid levy- money a 
Pay that ſhall. be iſſued to you, charging — it five g 
neas for each man reviewed and approved, together with t 
ſubſiſtence of the non-commiſſioned officers and private my 
from the day of their reſpective atteſtations ; and if the 
Mould be any balance remaining, it is, to be confidered as 
faving to the public, to be hereafter diſpoſed of as ſhall | 


No more than three guineas will be allowed to be given 

each recruit. 3 F Et 
None are to be enliſted under five feet four inches, nor ui 
der eighteen years or above thirty. i 
It is required, that the regiment ſhall be actually raiſed af 
| apron 


- 


coved (after being reviewed by a general officer) within 
months from the date hereof, „ 
Having laid before the King your Lordſhip's repreſenta- 
„ that your having the command of this corps will con- 
mbly accelerate the raiſing and compleating it, and that 
irous of ſhewing your attachment to the cauſe by perſonal 
ice, your Lordſhip hopes his Majeſty will not object to 
ur being lieutenant-colonel commandant, on condition that 
do renounce all claim of future rank or promotion in the 
py, and in caſe of a reduction that you do not deſire half- 
or any other emoluments whatever, I am to acquaint 
, his Majeſty is pleaſed, on theſe conditions, to approve 
your Lordſhip as lieutenant- colonel commandant, with the 
mand of a company. | 


y 


5 


T0 


His Majeſty reſerves to himſelf the nomination of the two 
ors, but leaves to your Lordfhip the recommendation of the 
officers, being ſuch as are well affefed to his Majeſty, and 
at likely by their intereſt and connections to affiſt in rai- 
the corps without delay, who, if they meet with his royal 
nobation, may be aſſured that they ſhall have commiſſions 
oon as ever the regiment is compleated. + 1 - 
[an likewiſe authoriſed by his Majeſty to acquaint your 
nuſhip, the officers, will be intitled to half-pay in caſe the 
ment ſhall be reduced, after it has been once eſtabliſhed. 
His Majeſty conſents, that on a reduction the corps ſhall 
diſbanded in Roſs-ſhire. | | | 

lam to add, that it is his Majeſty's pleaſure, that from the 
te hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellion now 
fiſting in North America, every perion who ſhall enliſt as 
dier in any of his marching regiments of foot ſhall be in- 
led to his diſcharge at the end of three years, or at the end 
the rebellion, at the option of his Majeſty. 

b J have the honour to be, 

| = My Lord, &c. 


BARRINGTON, 


verpool, dated 8th January, 1778. 


31. War-Ofce, 8th January, 1778. 
AM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that his 
leſt y approves of the very handſome propoſal made by the 
atkmen of Liverpool, through their committee, for raiſing 


17 of a Letter from the Secretary | at War to the Mayor of Li- 


« regument 


277 


$ 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 17 
a reglment of foot at their own expence ; the regiment 
conſiſt of eight battalion companies, one company of gren; 
diers, and one of light infantry ; the battalion companies 
conſiſt each of one captain, two lieutenants, one enſign, f 
ſerjeants, five corporals, two drammers atid 100 private me 
the grenadier company of one captain, three lieutenants, fi 
ſerjeants, five corporals, two drummers, two fifers and 10 
private men; the light-infantry company of one captaj 
three lieutenants, five ſerjeants, five corporals, two drumme 
and 100 private, with the uſual ſtaff-officers. The regime 
to have one colonel-commandant, one lieutenant-colonel at 
one major, each having alſo a company. . 
The non-commiſſioned officers and private men are to 
ceive pay from the days of their reſpective atteſtations. 
No more than three guineas bounty-money will be!: 
lowed to be given to each recruit. | 
None are to be enliſted under five feet four inches, 1 
under eighteen years, or above thirty, : 85 
It is required, that the regiment fhall be actually raiſed; 
approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) wid 
four months from the date hereof. I have repreſented to Me 
Majeſty, that commiſſions are not defired for the officers 20 
til the regiment ſhall be reviewed and approved. h 
The liſt of the gentlemen recommended through the cot 
- mittee for commiſſions has been laid before the King, and H enc 
noured with his royal approbation, and they ma 1 alu: + 
that they ſhall have commiſſions, as ſoon as ever the regindfulg 
is raiſed and approved. ts ring 
I am likewiſe authoriſed by his Majeſty to acquaint yours! 
that the officers will be intitled to half-pay, in caſe the reg | 
ment ſhall be reduced, after it has been once eftabHſhed. 
I am to add, that it is his Majeſty's pleaſure; that from 
date hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellion nd 
ſubſiſting in North America, every perſon who ſhall enli 
a ſoldier in any of his Majeſty's marching regiments of pov 
ſhall be intitled to his diſcharge at the end of three years, ot ur 
the end of the rebellion, at the option of his Majeſty. , 
| J have the honour to be, Sir, &, 
BARRINGTONSMho (oc 


4D 2-34-7924 


ms. 


e Letter from the Secretary at War ts Hugh Lord, E. 


late Captain in the Royal Iriſh Regiment of Foot, dated 14th 
January, 1778. 


e Letters to Captains Rowland Edwards, Alexander Camp- 
tell, George Adams, Thomas Lloyd, Lord Viſcaunt Field- 
ng, John wards and Lord Herbert. ] 


STR, War-Ofce, 14th January, 1778. 
IAM commanded by the King to notre, vo: as his 
eſty approves of your propoſal for raiſing a company of 
ot in Wales, to conſiſt of two lieutenants, one enſign, five 
rjeants, five corporals, two drummers and 100 private men, 
to be under your command as captain. Tg 
am to inform you, that levy- money will be iſſued to you 
the rate of 3l. per man for 108 men, and that his Majeſty 
been pleaſed to diręct that the pay of the company ſhall 

place from the date of your beating order, and ſhall be 
bed you in aid of recruiting, on condition that you do ren- 
an exact account of the ſaid 9 and pay that 

be iſſued to you, charging againſt it five guineas per 
ch man e, and approved, together with the ſub- 
ſence of the non-commiſſioned officers and private men, 
m the days of their reſpeCtive atteſtations, and if there 
ould be any balance remaining, it 1s to be conſidered as a 
fing to the public, to be hereafter diſpoſed of as ſhall be 
ought proper. | ; : 
No more than three guineas will be allowed to be given to 
eh recruit, 
None are to be enliſted under five feet four inches, nor un- 
neighteen years, or above thirty, _ 
lt is required, that the company ſhall be actually raiſed and 
proved (after being reviewed by a general officer) within 
ur months from the date hereof, | | 


at you ſhall be indulged in recommending the officers, be- 
z ſuch as are well affected to his Majeſty, and moſt likely 
their intereſt and connections to aſſiſt in raiſing the corps 
out delay, but that you do not deſire any commiſſions 
Ir them, until the company ſhall have been raiſed and ap- 


wyed. 
| You 


[have repreſented to his Majeſty, that you humbly hope 
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company is compleated. 


place from the date of your beating- order, on condition 
yo 
, We e Ve, charkinged inſt it the ſubſiſtence of the nc 
reſpettive atteſtations, and if there ſhould be any bali 
remaining, it is to be conſidered as a faving to the public 
be hereafter diſpoſed of as ſhall be thought proper. 
No more than three guineas will be allowed to be give! 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


You will be pleaſed therefore to fend to. me, for his 
jeſty's information, a lift of ſuch perſons as you propoſe 
officers, who, if they meet with his roval approbation, may 7; 
aſſured that they ſhall- have commiſſions as ſoon as every 

he rl 


To oo all poſſibility of miſunderſtanding in a maten | 
int; I muſt acquaint you, that none of the officers, who ſi 
— — in the new levies now r 
ſell their preſent commiſſions, ' $5. | 
I am likewiſe authoriſed by his Majeſty to acquaint ye 
that the officers will be intitled to half-pay, in caſe the c. 
pany ſhall be reduced after it bas been eftabliſhed, My, 
Lam to add, that it is his Majeſty's pleaſure that, from hy! 


x 


iſing, will be allowed 


date hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellion er 


ſubſiſting in North America, every perſon, who ſhall enlififi:: 
a ſoldier in any marching regiment or company of foot, (hill 
be intitled to his diſcharge at the end of three years, or att 15 
end of the rebellion, at the option of his Majeſty, l 
. | en | ] am, Sir, &c, : 
= oy” BaARRINGT« ll thi 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary at Mar to Lieutenant Geoſ iy i 
Vaughan on the Half-Pay of the late 7 Sth Regiment of FAM 2n 


dated 16th January, 1778, te hy 
; bbfti 
SIR, War-Offec, 16th January, 17 i 


IAM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that Win 
Majeſty approves of your propoſal for raifing a company ior 


Foot in Wales to conſiſt of two heutenants, one enſign, | 


ſerjeants, five corporals, two drummers and 1co private m 
and to be under your command as captain, „ 

No levy- money is to be allowed you, but his Majeſty | 
been pleated to direct, that the pay of the company ſhall t: 


u do render an exact account of the ſaid pay that ſhall 


commiſſioned officers and private men from the day of ty 


each recruit. 


178. B E B AT Z 8. 

None are to be enliſted under five feet four inches, nor un- 
teichteen years, or above thirty. _ 5 
It 1s required, that the company ſhall be actually raiſed 

approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) 
thin four _— on - e — - ogg a Foy z 

| have repreſented to his Majeſty, that you humb 

u ſhall be indul ed in — . —— 
h as are well affected to his Majeſty, and moſt likely by 
tir intereſt and connections to aſſiſt in raiſing the corps 
tout delay, but that you do not deſire any commiſſions for 
en until the company ſhall have been raiſed and approved. 

You will therefore be pleaſed to ſend to me, for his Ma- 
us information, a liſt of ſuch perſons as you propoſe for 
ers, who, if they meet with his royal approbation, may be 
ed that they ſhall have commiſſions, as ſoon as ever the 
lWmrany is compleated. | 3 
To Pr all poffibility of miſunderſtanding in a material 

int, I muſt acquaint you, that none of the officers who ſhall 
preferred in the new levies now raifing will be allowed to 
ro. their preſent commifſſions. 

[ am likewiſe authoriſed by his Majeſty to acquaint you, 
ce officers will be intitled to half-pay, in caſe the com- 
rr ſhall be reduced after it has been once eſtabliſhed. 
lan to add, that it is his Majefty's pleaſure, that from the 

tt hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellion now 

tfting in North America, every perſon who ſhall enliſt as 
ier in any marching regiment or company of foot, ſhall 
it WW intitled to his diſcharge at the end of three years, or at the 
or the rebellion, at the option of his Majeſty. | 
1 I am, Sir, &c. 
m BARRINGTON. 
Adjourned to January 26. 


——_— — Jrer—_— 


trad] of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord George 
| rmaine, dated Quebec, May 20, 1777. 
EK Received the 2d of July. ] 


LIEUTENANT General Burgoyne ſhall have every aſ- 
ance in my power, and my . ardent wiſhes for the 


— — 


* hh 
—— * — Ma. Md 


Theſe papers relating to the Canada Expedition were not laid before the 
till ſome time after the former. | | | 
OL. VIII. O 0 Pro- 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 11 


roſperity of the King's arms. The troops and armame; 
deftined for his expedition, had immediate orders to recey 
and follow his directions, that he may combine their mod 
ments as he thinks proper; the ſame ſo far as concerns Lie 
tenant Colonel St. Leger's expedition, the Hanau chaſſey 
excepted. I have no ſuch corps in this army, nor any ir 
formation concerning it in your diſpatch, but it is ſet doy 
as part of the corps I am to put under his command. 
firſt | I thought it might be a miſtake, and that the Brunſy 
chaſſeurs were meant, Lieutenant General Burgoyne { 
not; that theſe are to go with him, and that he thinks ü 
Hanau chaſſeurs are on their way hither. 

All the Indians in the neighbourhood of Niagara and Lal 
Ontario have orders to join Colonel St. Leger; thoſe in i 


lower part of the province, and thoſe ordered laſt year fl, o 
Michilimakinac are to attend Lieutenant General Burgoyr y 


Three hundted Canadian militia are alſo to make the can 
paign, to be diſpoſed of by Lieutenant General Burgoyn 
which Canadians, with thoſe neceſſary for ſcouring the woc 
towards the New England provinces, and a great punt 
which muſt be employed for the forwarding -all things 
thoſe two expeditions, 1s, I think, in the firſt dawning 
order and obedience, as much as ought, in prudenc 
to be demanded from this unfortunate province. | 
The marine has been greatly improved and augmente 
which -the impatience of the laſt year's ſervice would n 
permit. Thoſe on Lake Champlain have been put und 
1a General Burgoyne's command, and the great 
part of thoſe on Lake Ontario will attend Lieutenant Col 
nel St. Leger. | | 


Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Major General Ph 
lips, dated Head- Juarters, Quebec, April 8th, 1777- 


- SIR 5 | 
MY diſpatches from the ſecretary of ſtate inform ni vo 


that it is his Majeſty's pleaſure I ſhould remain in Canas ea 
and that I ſhould derach Lieutenant General Bur oyne wil... 2 
a certain part of the army, which is as A detail * 
that nothing is left to me but the ſeeing thoſe commands * 


into execution; and, in caſe of the death or illneſs of of 
neral Burgoyne, the naming of his ſucceſſor, As it is We - 
intention to provide every thing for this detachment we u thi, 


lint. pA E & 
ceugme care and attention to the good of the ſervice, as if I 
rere to command it myſelf, I ſhall propoſe that you accom- 


1 = 


Any General Burgoyne, and doubt not he will be happy in 
ie thoughts of having fuch able aſſiſtance, while I can only 
Arrpreſs my ſorrow at not having it in my power to teſtify to 

oo, 3 a greater mark, the high ſenſe — of the 
ral an activit with which you have conſtantly executed 
he orders, which occaſions have required my giving you, 

well as of the obligations I am under to you for the great 
double, which you have ſo chearfully taken upon you, in 
he management of our public works, which by your dili- 
ence, IJ have the ſatisfaction of finding in ſuch forwardneſs, 
b that the expedition under General Burgoyne will be able 
p proceed without delay. | : 
Another detachment 1s in like manner ordered to be made 
nder Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger. IE 
| want as Yoon as poffible, for the information of General 
Purgoyne, as exact an account as can be had of the batteaus, 
f what are ready, what will be ready, and when. 
[have received your diſpatches of the 5th inſtant, 

P ": 19" Tam, Sir, Se,. 

| G. . 


p. S. I muſt likewiſe beg leave to know, how far the orders 
yen ſome time ago, with reſpect to tranſporting: proviſions 
b St. John's and Gſcegatchie have been carried into execu- 
bon; and, I truſt, you will preſs the commiſſary upon this 
point as much as poſſible. e 


of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Major General Phil- 
lips, dated Head-Yuarters, Quebec, May 12, 1777. 


I RECEIVE your letters of the gth and roth inſtant. 
You will have learned from my laſt letter, that Genera] 
Purgoyne is to take the command of the troops that are to 
p out of the province, and you will ſee by the encloſed 
iIders, that T put them immediately under him; but though 
haye nothing further to do with them, I ſhall nevertheleſs 
up to Montreal, in order to be at hand to give every aſ- 
fftance in my power towards forwarding the King's ſervice 


u this particular, I am, Sir, &c. | 
2 2 G. Co 


das © Copy 


PARLIAMENTARY A. U 


Copy of Orders for the Troops 16 farue under Lieutenant Can Io 
Burgoyne, davd Head-Bgarters, Quebec, May 10, 111, 


Parole St. Benedict and Jamaſka, 


THE King having thought proper to order, that a detach 
ment from the army, under my command, be ſent upon: 
expedition under Lieutenant General Burgoyne, and d 
this detachment be compoſed. of the grenadiers, light infa 
try und 24th regiment, together with the gth, 20th, 21 
87th, 53d, and Gad regimeats (except detachments of fiſ 
men from each of the fix laſt- mentioned regiments) and 
the German troops, except a detachment of 650 : the 
corps will accordingly hold themſelves in readineſs to mar 
at the ſhorteſt notice; orders, for which, will be given the 
by Lieutenant General Burgoyne, to whom, in the mea 
time, they will make all reports, as well as the command 
in chief. TE WH 

The detachments of fifty men, with a captain, two ſubi 
terns, and non-commiſhoned officers in proportion, frat 
each of the fix regiments, as above, will aſſemble at . o 


preſent head : quarters of their reſpective regiments, and theſ eth 
remain till further orders. 1 "BE 

The artllexy and the departments of the quarter-maligh 
Preca oſpital, and commiſſariate, will likewiſe ſuppl 
Lieutenant General Burgoyne with ſuch returns as he ma 
call for, to enable him to lay before the commander in chil 
11 of theſe ſeveral articles they are capable « 


* 


Copy of @ Letter from Captain Foy to Lieutenant Colour! dt 
Leger, dated Hrad-Quarters, Quebec, May 12, 1777- 
mo. having been pleaſed. to fignif 1 pleaſ 
42 ung navil pleated to üignify his pleaſur 
Farough the A +- Kate, that a 3 from thi and 
amy, 10 conſiſt of 00 men from the 8th regiment, 100 me 
the 34th uh wp Sir John Johnſon's corps, and d 
Hanan chaſſeurs, be ſent under your command upon an er 


Feen concerning which you dil epcping Farther , 


us; I am to acquaint you that the commander in chief 
fs you to order 100 men accordingly, and officers in 
portion, of the 2 to hold themſelves in i 
diate readineſs for this ſervice ; orders to the ſame effe 
immediately to be diſpatched to the 8th regiment and Sir 
hn Johnſon's corps, as will be to the chaſſeurs when they 
ive, and the whole are to obey ſuch further orders as you 


| giye them, 25 
| J am, Sir, &c. &c. 
| E. F OT. 


* 


— 


uſlation of a Circular Letter to the Colonels of Militia, and 
Commſſaries of Canadian tranſports, | 


25 K Head- Quarters at Quebec, May 12, 1777. 
| 7 


THE King having commanded that a detachment of 
army in Canada be employed 1 an expedition. un- 
the command of Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, I am 
ered to ſignify to you the pleaſure of the commander in 
ef, that you obey all the requiſitions that ſhall be made 
u on the part of the ſaid Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, 
ether as a corvee or any other ſervice depending on 
ar department, communicating nevertheleſs to his excels 
(cy all that may regard in particular the militia. 

; Jam, &c. 


b E. For. 


of a Letter from Captain Foy to Captain Fraſer, Afiſtant - 
1 Indian Aa, dated Head-Ruarters, Que» 
bee, the 13th of May, 1777 · | E 


HAVE it in command to ſignify the General's pleaſure 
jou, that you wait upon General Burgoyne as ſoon as you 
able after the receipt of this, in order to receive his com- 
ands, relative to the aſſembling the Indians, and ſuch other 


ftions as he ſhall think proper to give yay in regard of 


”y ; AP * 
| Im, Sir, &c. &. 
| t : ” x E. Foy, 


8 . 
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We Jb. 5 Eee. vo - S an 
Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant- Om f 

* Burgoyne, dated Quebec, May 1gth, 1777. 1 


e SLR. 5 
INCLOSE letters for the commanding officer of . 
8th regiment, Colonel Butler, ſuperintendant of Indian s 
fairs, the officers at the poſts of Oſwegatchie and Mic. 
makinac ; the three firſt contain full orders and directions 
preparing the detachment for Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leg 
aſſembling the Indians which are to join him, and for gi; 
him —_— aſſiſtance which theſe officers have it in their] 
wer to afford. But as I refer Lieutenant-Colonel Bol 
and Colonel Butler to Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger Ma 
fixing the rendezvous both of the detachment of the 8th; | 
the ſavages, it will be proper that he ſhoul1 communic : 
his ſentiments upon that ſubje& to them; I will only of II 
as big opinion that Cataraqui is the propereſt place for t 

urpoſe. | ny ä 
Captain Tiſe and John being gone up to Montreal: 15 
carry theſe letters, and receive any inſtruction you ſhal ö 
pleaſed to give them, | r 

2 2 at Jam, Sir, &c, &c. 

4 G. C 


«Copy of a Letter | from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant-Cil 
; Bolton, dated Head- Quartiers, Quebec, May 18th, 177% « 


innen + 
© TT being the King's pleaſure that J put under the ce 


mand of Lieutenant- Colonel St. Leger, to be employed ul: I 
on an expedition, 


A detachment from the 8th regiment - 100 men; = 
A detachment from the 34th | 2 the ſame _ 


55 r regiment of New-York, and a com. «: 
Hanau chaſſeurs. ff OR 5-1} 
Fou will accordingly direct, that 100 men with officers 
proportion to the ſtrength of the "regiment, hold themſelſſ 
in immediate readineſs to march, and to obey all orders t 
ſhall receive from Lieutenant · Colonel St. Leger. fl 
| The King having further ſignified his pleaſure, that a full. 
3 cient number of Indians be joined to this detachment, 7 


Z on 
5 


- 


158. „ 


17 therefore employ every means in your power to aſſemble 
nany Indians as you can communicate with, and prevail 
on them to put themſelves with proper leaders, who will 
pointed by Colonel Butler, under the command of Lieu- 
unt-Colonel St. Leger, and to exert their utmoſt efforts 
der his direction, in the ſervice of their King and father. 

You will conſult with Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger in 
rard of the rendezvous, both of the troops and ſavages, 
give every aſſiſtance in your power to promote the Nm 


upon which he is employed. 
I am Sir, &c. S, 
G. 


al of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to the Offcer 
ammanding at Oſwegatchie, dated Head- Quarters, Quebec, 
May 18, 1777. | 


Sik 8 
LIEUTENANT-Colonel St. Leger with a detachment 
der his command, being to paſs by your poſt, I defire you 
l give him every poſſible aſſiſtance, and any armed veſſel 
ſhall require is to follow his directions. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. 
G. C. 


2 


ty of Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Colonel Butler, dated 
Head-Duarters, Quebec, May 18, 1777. ; 


SIR, | | 
THE King having thought proper that a detachment from 
is army, together with a ſufficient number of Indians, 
ould be employed upon an expedition under the command 
[Lieorenict Colonel St. Leger; I am therefore to re- 
beſt, that you will exert the zeal which has ever diſtin- 
iſhed your conduct, by now uſing every means in your 
er to collect as large a body as poſſible of the Indians of 
ie Six Nations, and any others you can communicate with; 
dd to diſpoſe them to act with all their vigour in concert 
ith his Majeſty's troops, and under the direction of Lieu- 
mant-Colonel St. Leger. The providing and appointing 
{ proper leaders (who will have the uſual allowance) to 
us body of Indians is left to your cart and Judgment: ag # 

* 8 ; „ 5 iope © 
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T u health will permit you to accompany this ex 
— oy F'know no perſon ſo capable of the onduftin F 
management of the Indians, 
I ſhould be glad you would tranſmit me a lift of the gf 
cers you think proper to nominate, and acquaint me wh 
ay they ſhould be allowed, and whether any of them ſhoy 
1 rank and what; likewiſe what rank and pay you this 
yourſelf intitled to. | | 
As for the provincials that have come in of prey Joht 
ſon's regiment, being to go upon this expedition, I think th 
ſhould join that corps, at leaſt as many as will compleat. 


Colonel Butler, Superintendant of 
Indian Affairs. Niagara. 


Copy of a Letter from Captain Foy to Captain Mackay, 43 
4 Head-Duarters, Quebec, May 19, 1777. ; 


SIR, 
I AM commanded to acquaint you, that the companies 
Monin and Boucheville are ordered to march with all pol 
ble expedition to Montreal, there to receive further orc 
from you, who are to follow ſuch directions and command 
reſpecting the three Canadian companies as ſhall be give 
you by Lieutenant-General Burgoyne. 
Mr. Honore Genier is appointed adjutant to the three com 


panes of Canadians, $ 
| I am, Sir, &c. L 


E. Fox. 


Extraf? of a Letter from Lientenam- General Burgoyne 77 U 
4 Guy Carleton, dated Montreal, May 26, 1777. 


As judge, by the letters your Excellency has honoure 
me with, that the time of your ſetting out for Montreal 
yet uncertain, I take leave to ſubmit to your Excellency b 
expreſs, ſuch circumſtances of the public fervice as requi 
deciſion, and further powers to carry them into executio! 
than thoſe I am inveſted with. I 
I have to propoſe to your Excellency a corvee of a thou 
fimd men, to attend the expedition for a limited time, fo 
the purpoſes of labour and tranſport; the troops will be favs 

Vo 


77% (DEBATES; 
thereby from the harraſſing duties, which at the outſet of 
campaign, your Excellency well knows, are productive of 
eaſe, and 2 ranks will be properly full for their ſervice in 
Ms. . 2 TY WOK . 1 
k alſo appears to me, that ſeyen or eight hundred horſes 
ay become indiſpenſibly neceſſary for my. progreſs, and 1 
re good aſſurances that the traniport of ED to Crown- 
ant by land is very practicable; ſo large a number may 
t be requiſite for en, .againſt Ticonderoga, but 1 
mit to you, Sir, the expediency of having the arrange- 
eats ſo prepared that they may be ready upon a ſhort call, 
tis with great deference to your Excellency's knowledge of 
e country, that I mention any particular mode of furniſh- 
z theſe ſupplies 3 but I conceive there would be no diffi- 
ty of obtaining the horſes, if your Excellency thought 
K. to ſtipulate a reaſonable price for the hire per week, 
h one man to two horſes for the care and driving of them, 
the expence to government would be much more mogde- 
ue than purchaſing them . outright, I have the ſame con- 
ence that the corvee of working men, above propoſed, 
puld be palatable to the country, if you thought proper to 
r a proclamation limiting the time of their ſervice ; and 
perever I might be at the expiration of the term, I ſhould 
u myſelf indiſpenſibly bound to fulfil your intentiens 
rein. a | | | 
Iincloſe to your Excellency liſts of the ſtaff, &c. as pro- 
ſed by the officers at the head of the ſeveral departments, 
ad upon all thoſe ſubjects, I requeſt your orders as ſoon 
may be. Colonel Carleton writes to you himſelf, 
d it is with great ſatisfaction I learn, his inclination to give 
| his aſſiſtance, if the arrangement meets with your appro- 
ion. My great opinion of the talents of Captain Foy, 
nirmed-by your Excellency's choice, induced me to men- 
on him as an officer moſt defirable to me; but I do not 
an to preſs any appointment that may interfere with your 
clnations, convenience or defigns,. reſpecting that gen- 
man. | TA 
In regard to the preparations I have made for procceding, 
bur Excellency will find that none have been retarded for 
t of the above points being decided: a corvee has been 
tployed to repair the roads neceſſary for land 8 
K the flour, which was the only ſhort article of provifion - 
t. John's, thrown up from Chamblee. ' The caulking. of 
eaux and other remaining work in the docks, has been 
Vol. VIII, TP preſſed 
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preſſed by M. G. Philips with his uſual affiduity. 
are contracted in their quarters and have teceiye 
their camp equipage. The Indians within Captain Fraſe 
ſuperintendency, have received their call, and wiſh only t 
nomination of their rendezvous, The ſtate of the groui 
for encamping at different ſtations upon the Lake, has bet 
examined and found ſufficient, tho' there never was ſo mu 
water known at this ſeaſon. I propoſe to ſee General F 
ſer's brigade afſembled to-morrow, and to move them fo 
ward on 3 9 reſt of the tr 8 follow 
| lar pr on. ought myſelf juſtified by the f 

— — — . "i with, in the jf 
remove the 31ft regiment from their old quarters to St Th 
reſe, that the paſſage to Chamblie might thereby be left f 
for the German troops and the 62d regiment, and that in! 
interim the tranſport from Chamblee to St. John's might 
aſſiſted and enforced 1 a corps at St Thereſe, 
Upon the whole, Sir, I ſee no impediment to all n 
force being very near the point of their embarkation by tl 
end of this week; and I requeſt your Excellency's final o 
ders for the time when St. John's and the Ifle aux Noix m 
be occupied by the troops you may think proper to pc 


there. 5 5 | 
* T ſhall think it my duty toattend your arrival at Montre ¶ De 
and have the honour to be, 53 | | 
&c. &c. HA 
De 


Montreal, May 26, 1 C 


PROPOSED diſpoſition of the hoſpital for the ſervice ¶ Ho 
Canada, with his Excellency Sir Guy — ommandi Af 
ew | Pre 

1 Phyfician. Ar 
1 Surgeon. En 
1 Apothecary. 

8 Mates, two of whom are ſick. | "mm 


The hoſpital for General Burgoyne's expedition, frofnn 
which a flying hoſpital is to be taken, and the reſidue to ho + 
ready to move as occafion may require, | 
1 Phyfician. 1 
2 Surgeons. 
2 Apothecaries. 
14 Mates. 


300 . 


„Ins. DEBATES. 
Do Sets of bedding with ſtores in proportion, for 


the flying hoſpital, : | 
le $00 Sets with ſtores ready to follow, for the ſer- 
1 vice under Colonel St. Leger. » 
ur Mr. Blockman, frſt mate. : 


Mr. Salmon, Supernumerary, ditto. 
N. B. Eieutenant Colonel St. Leger much wiſhes the 


ſpital for that occaſion. | 
| RoBEerT Knox, 
Preceptor of hoſpital in Canada. 


ff propoſed for the Expedition under Lieutenant-General Bur- 
Gle⸗ and ſubmitted for the decifion of his Excellency Sir Guy 


arleton. 


IU TENANT.- General Burgoyne, Major -Generals 


ikman, Clewe, and 
Quarter-Maſter-General Lieutenant-Colonel Carleton. 
ei Deputy, Captain Money. * | 
| Any two of the four now on the lift that Lieu- 
Afiſtants, f tenant-Colonel Carleton ſhall appoint, 
- Cornet Grant to join his regiment, 
Deputy Adjutant-General, Captain Foy, _ 
Chaplain to the ſtaff, Mr. Brudenell. 2 
Commiſſary's department as per liſt alreadg.ſubmitted, 


Aſhſtant Pay-maſter, Mr. Gaddis, by 7 


Provoſt Marſhal. f * | 
Artillery. | | ; 8 
Engineers. | 
All the civil liſt of the naval department under the acting 
on * Lieutenant Shantres, and Comptroller Lieu- 
mant Twiſs. 5 IS : by 22 | 


_ 


* : 


'Pp2z ES a 


rgeon of the 34th regiment to go with his detachment, and 
i ſubmitted to his Excellency that he may be added to the 


hilips and Reideſel, Brigadier-Generals. Fraſer, Powel, 
milton, Specht, and Brigadier- Majors Freeman, Muir, 


Hoſpital as per ditto. ae ht . [he be 


201 
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Copy of a Letter: from Lieutenant-Cotontl St. Leger to Lieytenay 
| General Burgayne, dated 25h May, 1777. 


My pear GENERAT, Wt: 2 
' YOU having done me the honour to intimate to me, tha 
it was the Commander in Chief*s pleaſure, that I ſhould} 
conſulted concerning a proper place of rendezvous for th 
detachment of the eighth regiment, and the Indians deftine 
for the expedition under my command, I take the liberty t 
lay before you the difficulty I am under to determine a poin 
of ſuch conſequence, and beg ſeave to ſubmit to you (th 
proper channel to the Commander in Chief) whether. th 
better to enable me to make the neceſſary arrangements wit 
eiſion, and without the leaſt chance of confuſion or mi 
underſtanding, it would not be proper to communicate to m 
the different nations that are to be emplayed, and the mag 
zines they are to be ſupplied from, till a junction is effect 
with them, becauſe, m ſome queſtions I have put tot 
Commilſary-General, he ſeems to be at a loſs to decide upo 
this very material point, having peremptorily affirmed, th: 
Niagara could not fupply a proper quantity, and moreove 
ſaid, not having it in command from proper authority to co 
reſpond with me, he did not think himſelf at liberty to anſwe 
my queſtion, or to give into my deſires; you will therefo 

do me the honour to communicate to his Excellency 
Commander in Chief, that he may be pleaſed to ſend me an 
othergsconcerned in the various arrangements of this detach 
ment fach orders, that no delay may be given to the fulfillin 

of his intention. nenn 
| I have the honourto i 
DEAR GENERAL, 
Your moſt obedient 
=. and moſt humble ſexvant, 


429 


P. S. The Commander in Chief having been pleaſed b 


if 


779 1778. DD AT E. 


an's corps to that of the Quarter-Maſter, Lieutenant 
fts, who is likewiſe one of the officers named for the de- 
ment of the 34th as Major of Brigade; I wiſh much for 
ſr, Blake, ſurgeon of the 34th, to go as hoſpital- ſurgeon, 
fiſted as his 2 may think pro er; I eſteem Mr. 
zguharſon, on account of the very great activity of his 
ind and perſon, as the fitteſt commiſſary for a flying camp. 
u inſpector of batteaus will be neceſſary; ſuch a perſon is 
this moment at Montreal, having fled from the Mohawk 
ker to avoid perſecution ; he formerly ſerved under Gene- 
Bradſtreet in the ſame capacity; his name is Kiſick; this 
an | beg leave to ſubmit to his Exceſlency's conſideration. 
ſhe waggon-maſter*s department has been already well filled 
the General at Qnebec; as for any other affiſtances that 
ky be thought neceſſary, I have no choice. 


ant 


ira? of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton 7 Lientenant-Ge« 
neral Burgoyne, dated Quebec, 29th May, 1777. 


IN the preſent fituation of the province, having = vaſt 
amber of men employed in the fur-trade and fiſheries, and 
way of a beginning only, which, I think, never can be 
bogentle, while I expected to conduct the expedition in per- 
n, a draft of 300 militia was ordered. | Os 
And this is as much, conſidering, the numbers deſtined to 
ch the ſeyeral inlets into the province for the tranſport- 
g proviſions, ſtores, &c, as we can hope to effect. 
rders are this day given for each pariſh to furniſh: two 
ble married men for each deſerter from it, which is the only 
tpedient I can think of at preſent to ſupply the deficiency ; I 
ſalt order the horſes and corvees you require, if, upon mature 
vnſide ration, you think it adviſable. ES 
You may be aſſured, however, that as far as in my power, I 
hall do every thing that depends upon me to aſſiſt you, 
le ſeryice you are going upon. Fe 
eee r 
8 Guy CARLETON. 
Extra of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant-Ge= 
neral Burgoyne, dated Quebec, 28th May, 1777. 
HAVE received your letter by expreſs z the commiſſury 
bas had poſitive orders to follow your directions in ”s 
| | thing, 


me to conſult you upon all occaſions; I therefore take ſe 


rent detachments are determined upon, ſhall be indicated 
him; I muſt obſerve, that Niagara 1s entirely out of th 


be advanced, to which arrangement I ſhall give all the afiſ 
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thing, and Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger being deſtined 1 | 1 
command a corps co-operating with you, was intruſted þ 


granted, that Mr. Day will obey ſuch commands as you ſha 
ive him for forming magazines for Lieutenant-Colonel 8 
ger, at ſuch places, as when the rendezvous of their diffs: 


ſtion. 
As to his ſtaff, I muſt refer him to you; only I would obe 
ferve, that he ſeems to require a ſtaff ſufficient for a great at 
my. What you think proper to allow him, I ſhal! appro 
of; but this he muſt ſettle and arrange with you, and I thin 
he ſhould take ſuch as may be neceſſary for him from th 
ſtaff already eftabliſhed, and not make new creations. 
I cannot appoint a ſurgeon, as Mr. St. Leger requires fc 
his detachment, nor can | allow a regiment to remain withou 
their furgeon; but if the gentleman in queſtion chuſes 
reſign his commiſſion in the regiment he belongs to, in ord 
to accompany Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger, I ſhall nd 
object to it. 
would ſuggeſt my wiſhes, that you make the neceſſar 
arrangement for the forwarding of the proviſions, which ar 
to paſs through this province for your army, after you ſha 


ance in my power. 

| = 5 L 2m, Dir... .. 
wich great regard, &c. 
Sur CarLETo 


Extract of a Letter rom Sir Guy Carleton to Time 
ver nor Cramachè, dated Montreal, gth June, 1777. 


GENERAL BURGOYNE having made a requiſition fo 
a corvee of Canadians to aſſiſt the troops going upon an expe 
dition under his command, I beg you will give orders, thai 

the utmaſt diligence be uſed by the * for the cor 
vees and all the officers of militia; that a body of 500 be im 
mediately drawn from the diſtrict of Quebec for this ſervice 
and as ſoon as they caa be aſſembled, that they proceed with 
out delay under proper leaders to St. John's, giving me aufe 
the commanding officer there an account thereof. 5 fe Wt 


»2 3 784 Þ 
* 411255 0 
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kewiſe that Mr. Baby be directed to ſend me immediately a 
ite of the numbers of militia- men contained in the diſtri 
Quebec, and from thence up to Three Rivers. 4 
Neaſe likewiſe to ſend me Mr, Rouville's commiffion, 
lich is to be dated the ſame as the others, and that of Mr. 
bathers, to be dated the day of his preſenting his man- 


Underſtanding that the ſhip with the naval ſtores is ar- 
red, I ſhould be glad that ſuch part as is required for the 


u up with all expedition; the charge of it to be given to 
tain Thomſon, who I intend to ſend to theſe Takes, in 
er to procure from him an exact report of the ſtate and 
adition of the veſfels there. Mr. Robertſon will be able to 


iſt him in getting up the ſtores from Quebec, &c. 


by of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Bu rgoyne to Sir Guy 
Carleton, dated Montreal, 7:þ June, 1777. 


SIR 3 
HAVING had the honour to repreſent to your Excel- 
the neceſfity of being provided with a certain number 


penfible purpoſes of the army, when it ſhall be obliged to 
the borders of the lakes and rivers; and having under- 
od from your Excellency, that ſuch proviſion could not be 
de by the ordinary methods of corvee, and that if propoſed 
thout compulfion to the 8 the effect would be pre- 
nous, dilatory and expenſive, 

ing be fore your Excellency propoſals of contracts for an 
editious ſupply of a neceſſary number of horſes for the 
Wlery, and 500 carts, with two horſes each, for other pur- 
lan too ignorant of the prices of the country to offer any 
ment upon the reaſonableneſs of theſe propoſals, nor have 
long acquaintance with Mr. Jordan, or other motives 
mihing him the preference, if other perſons can be found 
ally capable, reſponſible and expeditious. I have only 
tfered thus far upon a conviction, after confidering the 
te the King's orders directs, and taking all poſſible methods 


to depend upon the country altogether would be to ha- 
the expedition, 


3 Your 
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lels upon the Upper Lakes be ſelected out of them, and 


borſes and carriages for the artillery, victual and other in- 


have now the honour of 


nformation upon the ſupply to be expected as we proceed, 


"2 
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Your Excellency will obſerve, that in order to fave 1} 
public expence as much as poſſible, I have reduced this u 
quifition much below what would be adequate to the ſeryi 
meaning to truſt to the reſources of<the expedition for the ref 
Five hundred carts will hardly carry 14 days proviſion at 
time, and Major-General Philips means to demand as fe 
horſes as poſſible, ſubject to whatever future augmentatio 
future ſerviees | may require. The preſent number will | 
about four OY here will then remain unprovided { 

for expeditious movements) the tranſport of batteaux fro 
ake George to Hudſon's river, and the carriage of the ter 
and baggage of the army, and many other contingencies 


need not trouble your Excellency to point out to 81 
> 


J have the honour to be, with true reſpect 
J. Bun cov 


Propofals for furniſhing Horfes, Carriages and Drivers for: 
| Service of the ; with on the Expedition under the Comma 
Lieutenant-Geueral Burgoyne, viz. 


- One thouſand. horſes with harneſs. 3 
Five hundred carts to carry eight hundred weight, drawn 
two horſes. 
One driver to each cart. | . 
One half of the number to be rendezvouſed at Chatte 
Quay, in 15 days from the date of the contract; the remal 
ler in 30 days. | 5 45 
The carts and harneſs within the ſame ſpace at St. John 
The commiſlary appointed by the crown to grant a cer 
ficate of the delivery. | 
All horſes, carts, harnefs, &c. are to be kept compleat, 2 


every incidental expence of conductors to be paid by 


contractor, except proviſion for the drivers, and forage | 
the horſes. 8 ONE. 8 

When the King's magazines cannot ſupply forage with c 
venience to the ſervice, the contractor n to have the libei 
of doing it, and upon producing proper certificates, to be p 


at the rate by which the King's magazines are to be 1u 


plied. | 2g 
The contractor to be paid for this ſervice at the rate 
ſeven ſhillings Halifax currency per day for each cart, u 
2 horſes and driver, to commence from the day of 16 
EZYOUs, ; | 


178. DR B- Ar ES 


All horſes killed, dying in the ſervice, or taken by the ene- 
to be paid for, on thoſe caſes certified by the King's 
miſſary, at the rate of ten pounds each, carts taken or de- 
wed, five pounds; harneſs, three pounds. 

The conſtructors to be paid every two months by warrant 


at 5 
red upon the commiſſary's certificate. 
no bis contract to be in force 150 days. 
1 We:nalty-for performance, C. | 


I: 
ro func, 1777. J. J. 
ter | « ; 

cs 


rillery, on the Expedition under the Command of Lieutenant- 
ral Burgoyne, viz. 

Horſes 

ne driver to every two horſes. 

One half of the number to rendezvous at Chatteau Gay in 
lays from date of the contract; the remainder in 30 days. 
be commiſſary appointed by the Crown to grant a certi- 
tt of the delivery. LET | 

Il horſes and drivers to be kept compleat in number, and 
7 incidental expence of conduCtors to be paid by the con- 


ud 


en the King's magazines cannot ſupply forage, with 
enience to the ſervice, the contractor is to have a liber 


e rate by which the King's magazines are to be ſupplied. 
the contractor to be paid for this ſervice, at the rate of ſix 


e from the day of rendezvous. | | 

U horſes killed, dying in the ſervice, or taken by the ene- 
to be paid for on thoſe caſes certified by the King's com- 
ay, at the rate of ten pounds each. fic 
e contractors to be paid every two months by wagrant 
kd upon the commiſſary's certificate. | 

us contract to be in force 150 days. 
enalty for performance, J. 

Montreal, | 


fure, 1777. 


te 


OL, VIII. Q 9 


yoſals for furniſhing Horſes and Drivers for the Service of the 


lor, except proviſions for the drivers, and forage for the 


bing it, and upon producing proper certificates to be paid 


nos per day for every two horſes, and one driver, to com- 
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PARLIAMENTARY Ar 


Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant- 
Burgoyne, dated Montreal, 7th June, 1977. 
SIR, 3 
I HAVE received your letter of this day's date on the fi 
ject of a contract for horſes for the artillery, and other pi 
poſes of the army, and encloſing propoſals for the fame. 
It is ſufficient that you ſee the neceſſity of this meaſure Ws: 
my approving of it, and therefore I wiſh yoo would co 
clude ſuch agreement as appears to you to be juſt and rc 
ſonable, and with fuch perion as you ſhall think proper (thi 
ſeems to me no cauſe of objection either againft the terms 
perſon propoſed) and I ſhall be happy if any affiſtance I 
give may forward the buſineſs. 
I am Sir, &c. 
Guy CARLET: 


ExtraZ? of a Letter from the Secretary at Mar to Sir Guy Ca 
ton, dated I7th Auguſt, 1776. 


HIS Majeſty being perſuaded, that at the time you 
pointed Licutenant-Colonels Nefbit, Fraſer, Powell 
Gordon to act as Brigadiers, you were ſatisfied the. 1a 
would be for the benefn of the ſervice; las been pleaſed 

ve of their appointtnent, and they will accordingly 
cerve pay as fuch during their continuance in Canada. 

But I have his Majeſty's orders to obſtrve to you; 
whenever any of the ſaid officers ſhall lead their brigades 
of the province of Canada; in order to join the troops un in 
General Howe, there will be a neceflity for their comme r 
ceaſing as Brigadier, to prevent the impropriety of t on 
bearing à higher rank and pay than ſeveral of the Lieuten 
colonels who are their ſeniors in that army. Your Exh: : 
lency will therefore be pleaſed to give ſuch directions bh: | 
upon as you may judge moſt expedrent, conſe 


578. D EB A T E 8. 


raft of a Letter from the Secretary at War to Sir Guy Carle- 
ton, dated March 25, 1777. 


| AGREE with your Excellency for the reaſons ſtated in 
dur diſpatch of 29th of November, that it is beſt not to 
ma. over the Englith recruits of the 33d regiment ; but I 
ould think it adviſeable, to diſtribute the German recruits 
x that corps among the regiments ſerving under your com- 
und, as the agent informs me, that under the idea that this 
aſure would be adopted, the officers recruiting for the 33d 
we for ſome time been employed in raiſing men to replace 
em. 


boy of @ Letter from 5 a Foy to Lieutenant Colonel St. 
Leger, dated Montreal, June 10, 1777. 


SIR, 
I HAVE it in command to ſend you the encloſed extract 
a letter from Lord George Germaine, nm the in- 
tions which is to be your guidance, when you ſhall pro- 
red upon the expedition which you are to command. 
1 am, Sir, &c. 

| E. For. 


Fd 


TO 


ty of a. Letter from Sir Guy Carleton zo Lieutenant General 
Burgoyne, dated St. John's, June 13, 1777. 


SIR, 5 
THE Canadians which are to ſerve on the expedition, 
ing under your command, having been drafted from 
be militia of the ſeveral pariſhes, upon promiſe of being 
Ulowed to return to their families by the fuſt of No- 
nder, being the time they expect the winter to ſet 
a; and all thoſe ordered, or to be ordered, upon corytes, 
br different purpoſes of the troops which pats the lakes, 
tnſenting to this ſervice, upon the faith of being diſ- 
fled by the ſame time, I am to requeſt that you will allow 
both the one and the other to return accordingly, unleſs any 


ll and inclination 
: I am, Sir, &c, 
G. CARLENON. 


2 _ 


f them ſhall chuſe to remain with you of their own free 
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Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant General Burgoyne to Sir Gy 
4 Carleton, dated St. John's, June 15, 1777. 


SIR, 
IA forry to inform your Excellency, that the four me 
of the 3 company's, whoſe names are encloſed, de 
ſerted laſt night, with their arms, proviſions, and every othe 
article they had. 
T trouble your Excellency with the report, thinking that i 
ene or more of theſe men could be apprehended, they woul 
be very proper ſubjects for an example; and I ſhould haven 
ſcruple in trying them by a court martial; it is ſuppoſed the 
zre gone directly home; and I ſubmit to your Excellenc 
whether a party ſent directly to their pariſhes, might not hay 


NV! 

good effect. 5h 
I have the —_— to be, with great reſpect, As 

| Ir, de Co 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant 
J. BuzGovxs 


P. S. You will excuſe my paper and pen, being juſt embark 


Ing. 


Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant-Gemra 
Burgoyne, dated, Montreal, June 17, 1777. 


SIR, * | | 

I HAVE feceived your letter, incloſing a lift of deſerte 

from the companies of Canadians, under your command 

No time has been loſt in giving orders for every poſſiblt 

means to be uſed to apprehend them; and at whatever time 

they are taken, they ſhall be ſent to you, to proceed again 
them as you ſhall think prope. 

I am, Sir, &c. 
G. CARLETON. 


bh DEAT ES 


of a Letter from Major-General Philips to Sir Guy Carle- 
ton, dated St. John's, June 17, 1777. 


SIR, | 


TAKE the liberty, with great reſpect, to report to your 
xceltency, that unleſs you are ſo good to order the 29th re- 
ment to St. John's, for two months, to affiſt the tranſport 
the expedition, it will be impoſſible the ſervice can go on 
at regiment encamping here for the ſummer months, will 
wedite every ſervice here, and the gift regiment may do 
e duty of the garriſon ; ſo much it is neceſſary, that I thall 
x obliged to keep a battalion from croffing the Lake, until 
wr Excellency 1s ſo good to ſend the 29th regiment, which 
ky move even by companies, ſuppoſing the regiment cannot 
ſemble eafily together. 

As your Excellency has entruſted to me during the winter, 
e care of the poſts, it has given me ſuch knowledge, that I 
Il venture to offer, for your Excellency's confideration, that 
e 21ſt regiment be ordered to take up the following chain, 
ſerving, that the company at Point aux Fer may or ma 
it be withdrawn hereafter, as your Excellency ſhall fee 
per, as the poſt is —_ and ſecure ; but at preſent it is 
abſolute neceſſity there ſhould be a company at Point aux 
eh as it is an intermediate depot between St. John and 
oyn Point. | 


nt 
VE 


rk 


d 


Poſts to be occupied by the 31ſt regiment, June, 1777. 
Companies. 


ur Fer! 141 
K - ,- 3 
1 ʒd ß 
11 V i ae 

nit * « 2 
Sf 8 

rel the additional company of the regiment - 1 

| Total 9 


Should your Excellency be pleaſed to allow of this diſtri- 
tion, I will requeſt your — will ſend me, by 
dreſs, your approbation, and I will direct the route of the 


0 
t accordingly. 


I will 
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I will venture to offer an opinion relating to the detach 
ment of the fix regiments which are on the expeditio 
namely, the gth, 2oth, 21ſt, 475th, 53d, Gad. It is, that the 
be ordered directly to Montreal, where the hoſpital is, an 
where there is an excellent barrack to receive them as the 
recover ; and your Excellency is ſenſible theſe detachment 
are compoſed of the ſiek men from each of the ſix regimen | 
L apprehend the German detachment to be much the ſame; an 
unleſs the men are together in one body, 1 greatly fear the 
never will be ſerviceable. | 

I truſt to your Excellency's goodneſs to pardon this intr 
ſion on your time; it 1s great reſpect and ſincere attention ji 
your Excellency which dictates every line I ever write to you, 
Excellency. | | 

I will hope an immediate anſwer to this letter, as I muſt; 
range the movement of Brigadier General Hamilton's briga 
accordingly. I have the honour to be, Sir, 

With the greateſt reſpect, 
Your Keen moſt 
Obedient and humble ſervant, he 
W. Pil 


Copy .of a Leiter from Major General Philips to Sir Gu 
Carleton, dated St. John's, 17th June, 1777. 


SIR, 

IT is with great reluctance I write, when J am oblige 
to give your Excellency ſo much trouble; but I am y 
der the neceſſity of reporting to your Exeellency, that 
have received reports from the Quarter-maſter-general's af 
ſtants, that the corvees neceſſary for the tranſport of the ar 
from Chambly to the Portage, and from the Portage to ti 
place, are mol of them run away, in ſuch manner that t 
tranſport of proviſions is nearly ſtopped ; and I am appre edit 
henſive, unleſs means be found to forward on this ſervic 
that the army under Lieutenant General Burgoyne m "A 
ſhortly want proviſions, | | , 
I would offer to your Excellency's conſideration, whetht 
part 6f Brigadier General Maclean's corps ſhould not be 0 
dered to. the. ſouth, of the river St. Lawrence, and on the p 
riſhes on, both ſides of the river Sorel, to enforce ſuch orde 
for the neceſſary corvees required, as will enable this {erv! 
to go on. 5 


— 


nl DEBATES 


Thad the honour to fend to your Excellency an exprefs this 
by, requeſting the 29th regiment to be ſent to St. John's, in 
ner that by detachments to St, Thereſe the communication 
ad corvees may be kept on for. the tranſport of proviſions 
jd ores, I have been obliged to order the 62d regiment. 
yremain behind for ſome days, in hopes the 2gth will ſoon 
lieve ĩt. | Lo | 5 
Major St. George Dupre, commiſſary of the tranſport of 
he army by corvees, can never be of any uſe remaining in 
Montreal 3 I will hope your Excellency will have the good- 
eſs to order him upon the communication on the Sorel, and 
he ſouth of the river St. Lawrence, as Verchers, Varennes, 
Boucherville, Longueuil, La Prarie, in order by his preſence 
nd by his activity he may urge on the d — corvees, 
yithout which, I muſt repeat, to be really under apprehenſions 
de ſupply of the troops at Crown Point, | 
If Brigadier General Macleane was to reſide a few days at 
Chambly, it might perhaps be of uſe, by giving countenance 
d protection to the officers of militia in the execution of 
their orders. | | 
| repeat how extremely ſorry J am to be obliged to write 
thus, which nothing but the real ſtate of facts ſhould oblige 
ne to do. I have the honour to be, 
* vl | Sir, Se. Sec. 
W. Philips. 


bye a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton ta Major General 
of Philips, dated Montreal, 18th June, 1777, 


SIR 
I RECEIVED one letter from you of yeſterday's date late 
at night, and another this morning. 


As it is my earneſt defire to give every aſſiſtance to the ex- 
edition under General Burgoyne, the 29th regiment ſhall 


ede immediately, and encamp at St. Thereſe, about half 
Wy between Chamblee and St. John's, being the propereſt 

m 

ie for that communication. 

Y The gift regiment ſhall be diſpoſed of as you propoſe, ex- 

o ept as to Point au Fer, which is contrary to my orders; 

p but if you find that a company can be of uſe at Riviere la 

ae Colle, one ſhall be ſent there. The emigrants, or the greateſt 

vic bart, ſhall croſs to the ſouth fide, for the purpoſe you deſire; 


and Mr, St. George ſhall go over there, to attend to that ſer- 
| 2 l vice, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 
vice, as ſhall alſo Brigadier Maeleane, to give every aſſiſtan 


in his power. | 2"; CEO Dil 

1 ſhould be glad you would order the detachment of f 
20th and 21ſt to move directly to this place, where the oth 
ſimilar detachments (except that of the 62d, which 1 | 


order to Quebec) ſhall alſo be aſſembled, agreeable to jo 
propoſition. I am, Sir, IF Jl 
With great reſpet,  , MW" 

Four moſt, Ec, le 


G. C. 


COPY of ORDERS. * 
Montreal, 8th J une, 17778" 


Parole St. Anne and Boſton. | Wt 


THE z iſt regiment is to take and to move immediately tt 
the poſts of St. John and the Iſle aux Noix, four companies 
to each place, one company of thoſe at Iſle aux Noix to mo 
to Riviere la Colle, in caſe Major General Philips fall 
think it neceſſary, and ſignify the — to them. The com 

panies at all theſe poſts to be aiding and afliſting in the tran- 
ſport of proviſions, ſtores, and all things, paſſing for the 
troops under the command of Lieutenant General Burgoyne, 
The 29th regiment to march and encamp at or near St. 
Thereſe, detaching two companies to Chambly ; this regi- 
ment will likewiſe be aiding and aſſiſting in forwarding every 
thing neceſſary for General -Burgoyne's troops. The royal 
Highland emigrants will detach a company to Sorel, for the 
like ſervices ; and Brigadier General Macleane will make atour 
to the place on that river, and order ſuch further part of his 
regiment to take poſts there as he finds may be neceſſary for 
the above purpoſes, or for aſſiſting the officers of militia, and 
executing orders ſent to them. Mr. St. George Dupre, com- 
miſſary for the tranſport, will paſs over to the ſouth fide of the 
river St. Lawrence, and uſe his utmoſt diligence to forward 
theſe ſervices, and to fee that the different corvees are ſup- 
plied, demanding the aſſiſtance of the neareſt troops where 
it may be neceſſary, who are to comply with ſuch requeſt as 
he ſhall make. | | BY 


W. EB A TRE 8. 


F a Letter from Major General Philips to Sir Guy 
Carleton, dated St. John's, 19th June, 1777. 


SIR, 


it has met your Excellency's approbation : I have always 
red my opinions with the utmoſt reſpect, and it has ever 
the greateſt ſatisfaction to me, when they have at all co- 
ded with thoſe of your Excellency. 

[wo companies of the 29th regiment being ordered by 
rExcellency to Chambly, of which J am very glad, will 
the 31ft regiment to be divided equally, four companies 
it, John's, and four companies to the Iſle aux Noix, 
ch ſhall take place the inſtant the 29th regiment arrives. 
will venture to treſpaſs upon your Excellency's goodneſs 
ow my requeſt, that the remaining ſix companies of the 


oy ; o 
nal regiment may be divided, 

* One to the Little Portage ; 
* One to the Upper Portage; 
the Four to St. John's. 


ſhe reaſon for this arrangement is, that being ſo poſted, 
will communicate from Chambly to the Iſle aux Noix, 
he tranſport of proviſions and ſtores for Lieutenant Ge- 
Burgoyne's expedition; and I beg to aſſure your Ex- 
ncy, that it is not upon ſlight grounds I have formed 

les upon this ſubje&, but upon mature deliberation, and 
the advice of every perſon concerned in the different 
ports here; and it is meant not to employ the 29th re- 
ent other than for this duty, the 3iſt being the garriſon 
this place and the Iſle aux Noix, will have ſufficient du- 
i that ſervice; I will therefore ſtill hope that your Ex- 


io Ney will be fo good to allow of this diſtribution of the 
I regiment. | 


have but one more article to trouble your Excellency 
„which is that of Point au Fer; it is at preſent a depot 
roviſions being lodged there when the wind will not pers 
the veſſels to go further, in order not to loſe time, as alfo 
rillery ſtores ; there are alſo rafts made there for tran- 
ing the proviſion-catts belonging to Mr, Jordan, and 
other articles for the public ſervice. 


. VIij. ©. "wa 


JUST now received your Excellency's letter and orders 
the 18th inſtant, and J ſend off an officer expreſs, that he 
return on the inſtant, ſo that I may be able to leave St. 
n's to-morrow, convinced, I hope, that every arrange 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 


Will you therefore, Sir, permit me to moſt reſpectfully re 
ueſt your Excellency to lend a company from the 31ſt att 
Ine aux Noix, to take charge of this poſt, which becomes ſ. 
rious, from the reaſons | have given. May I preſume to off 
my opinion, that although Point au Fer is beyond the latit 
dinal limits of the province, it is certainly within the frontie 
which I have ever conceived to extend to Crown Point a 
Ticonderoga. This duty will be required only for a fe 
weeks; the company may return to its ſtation at Iſle a 
Noix, and in the mean time be of eſſential uſe to the ſeryi 

I had the honour to write to your Excellency this morrin 
informing you, Sir, that I had ordered the detachments 
the 20th, 21ſt, and 53d regiments to move to Sorel, to be 
readineſs there for further orders, which I have now cecciy 
from your Excellency, that they are to be quartered at i 
treal. I ſtill continue their rout for Sore] by water, as it 
the eaſieſt for the ſick, which the ſurgeons here have report 
upon, and requeſted that mode of conveyance, aid it will p 
vent all interference with the tranſport of the army by lan 
carriage. I have directed Lieutenant Duport, aſſiſtant to 
quarter-maſter-general at Sorel, to aſſiſt in forwarding ther 
of theſe detachments to Montreal; and I will ſtill requel 
ſurgeon's mate from the hoſpital may be ſent with medicin 
to meet them there in caſe they ſhould ſtand in need. 

I am now to take my leave of your Excellency, whic 
do with the moſt ſincere feelings of gratitude for a thou" | 
favours and acts of friendſhip you have conferred upon me 

- I ſhall not fail to report to Licutenant General Burgo 
your Excellency's marked goodneſs to him, in ordering the: 
regiment, and the emigrants, with Brigadier General | 
cleane, to aſſiſt the tranſport for the ſervice of his expedit 
I am ſure he will have every grateful feeling upon the occalſ®® * 

I hear your Excellency intends to ſtay ſome days at | 
treal, at which | exceedingly rejoice, as the conſequence 
your preſence in this part of the province at preſeat, from te 
dignity of your fituation, cannot fail of being of real uſe 

ö I have the honour to be, ; 

„ 
Wu. PHILIP: 


Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Major Ge 


£ Philips, dated Quebec, 26th June, 1777. ra, 
TY 81 . > th BY 

YOUR diſpatches of the 19th of June arrived at 
treal after I was ſet out, which has prevented my anſwe 
' | I | 


1778. J ͤ S&T 9: 
nt exactly as you deſired, and you may diſpoſe of a com- 
ny of the '31ft regiment at Point au Fer, as I am fully per- 
ded of the utility of ſuch a ſtep ; but I ſhal] lay the blame, 
any be imputed to me for — orders, upon you. 
[ defire you will remind General Burgoyne to ſend me a 
ite of the troops under his command after the recruits now 
| their way have 3 bim, as I intend to complete his re- 
ments from the beſt men of the additional companies. 
I am, Sir, with great regard, 

. Your moſt, &c, 


G. C. 


0 of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant General 
Burgoyne, dated Quebec 26th June, 1777. 


SIR, „„ 
Mr. JORDAN being under apprehenſions of not being 
tle to find the number of men which he ſhall want for his 
res, has applied to me to order him from the country as 
ny as will make up his deficiency ; but I ſaw great impro- 
ty in commanding people for ſupplying a purpoſe for which 
u had made a contract, as I do great inconveniencies which 
uſt arife from ordering corvees, one part of which is to be 
d, while others are not; mean time, in order to forward the 
ice which Mr. Jordan has undertaken, as much as I could, 
ue given him permiſſion to employ any part. of the cor- 
E ordered for your army to which no particular duty had 
ting his Horſes to you. 5 13 
Two hundred and forty-eight men, of five: hundred, 
tered from this diſtrict, are already ſet out for St. John's, 
ed two hundred and three are now here to ſet out to-day: or 
-morrow, and forty-four have been ſent to replace deſerters. 
8 | I am, with great regard, 
| Sir, Sc. &c. 
i | G. - C. 


wra?? of a Letter from Lord George Germaine to Sir Wil- 
liam Howe, dated Whitehall, 18th May, 1777. 


YOUR fecret letter of the 2d April, together with its two 
cloſures, are received, and 1 have had the honour of laying 
em before his Majeſty. 

Rr 2 As 


em ſooner, Orders are given for moving the 29th regi- 


en aſſigned by you, which he ſhall require, to aſſiſt in con- 


30% 


PARLIAMENTARY Ay; 


As you muſt, from your fituation and military ſkill, be 
<ompetent-judge of the propriety of every plan, his Majet 
does not heſitate to approve the alterations which you þ 
popoſe ; truſting, however, that whatever you may meditaſ iti 
it will be executed in time for you to co- operate with the i 
my ordered to proceed from Canada, and put itſelf under y 
command. ; P 25% a TY 
I have the pleaſure to acquaint you, that his Majeſty « 
tirely approves of your letter to Sir Guy Carleton. cio 


Copy of the Taroliment of Commiſſion to Lord Viſcount Hoy 
and General William Howe, dated 6th May, 16 Geo. III 


dor 

Fourth Part of Inrollments of Patents of the Sixteenth Wb. 
of the Reign of King George the Third. * 

| cha 

—_—— GEORGE the Third, by the Grace ne 
298 LY God of Great Brieain, France and Irelii tim 
© Commiſſion. - King, Defender of the Faith, and ſo for bor 
To our right, truſty, and well-beloved couſin and counſel vit 
Richard Lord Viſcount Howe of our kingdom of Ireland, er 
to our truſty and well-beloved William Howe, Eſquire, MWput 
jor-General of our forces, and General of our forces in Noi Ho 
America only, greeting. Whereas a wicked and daring no 
bellion hath been raiſed in our colonies and provinces of Nee! 
. Hampſhire, Maſſachuſets-Bay, Rhode-Iſland, Connectieſ bir 
New- Vork, New- Jerſey, Penſylvania, the three lower cou Lo 
ties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, on Delaware, Ma Ne. 
land, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Catolina, and Get Vir 
ia; and the rebels have taken poſſeſſion of many parts of WW" ! 
aid colonies and provinces, and traiterouſly uſurped the be 
vernment thereof, whereby it hath become neceſſary to ſi ore 
: ve force of arms the ſaid rebellion, and to reduce M 
{aid colonies to a ſtate of due obedience to our laws. A 1 
0! 


whereas we are notwithſtanding earneſtly deſirous to deli 
all our ſubjects, and every part of the dominions belonging hal 
our crown, from the calamities of war, and other oppreſſiq; den 
which they now undergo, and to reſtore them to our protec 
tion and peace, as ſoon as the faid rebellious force ſhall be Mere 
moved, and the juſt authority of our laws may be replace ind 
We therefore repoſing eſpecial truſt and confidence in q ful 
wiſdom, circumſpection, diligence, and loyalty, have no cha 
nated and appointed, and by theſe preſents we do nomin* | 


and appoint you the ſaid Richard Lord Viſcount Howe, *; 
| ih 


1778. nnr 


ou the ſaid William Howe, and each of you, jointly and 
erally to be our commiſſioner and commiſſioners in that 
behalf, to do, perform, and execute all the powers and autho— 
ities hereby intruſted and committed to you and each of you, 
the ſaid Richard Lord Viſcount Howe and William Howe, 
xcording to the tenor of theſe our letters patent, and of ſuch 
further inſtructions as you ſhall from time to time receive, un- 
er our ſignet or ſign manual. And whereas we being gra- 
couſly inclined to extend our royal clemency to all thoſe who 
have been hurried away from their juſt obedience to the laws, 
by the (umult and diſorder of the times, or who are deſirous, 
by a ſpeedy return to their duty, to obtain forgiveneſs, do 
youchſafe, and are willing to grant, our free and general par- 
don to ſuch perſons and deſcriptions of men as aforeſaid. We 
have therefore thought fit to give and grant, and by theſe pre- 
ſents we do accordingly give and grant unto you the ſaid Ri- 
chard Lord Viſcount Howe, and you the ſaid William Howe, 
and to each of you, full power, authority, and licence, from 
time to time to proclaim our ſaid general indulgence and par- 
don to ſuch perſons, numbers, and deſcriptions of perſons, 
with ſuch limitations and exceptions - therefrom, as, conſi- 
tering all the circumſtances of time and place and occaſion of 
publiſhing the ſame, to you the ſaid Richard Lord Viſcount 
Howe, and William Howe, or to either of you, ſhall ſeem 
moſt expedient; and to proclaim the ſame in all ſuch place 
vr places within the ſaid colonies or provinces of New-Hamp- 
lire, Maſſachuſets-Bay, Rhode-Iſland, Connecticut, New- 
York, New-Jerſey, Penſylvania, the three lower counties of 
Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, on Delaware, Maryland, 


of them reſpeCtively, wherein it ſhall ſeem expedient to you 
the ſaid Richard Lord Viſcount Howe and William Howe, 
oreither of you, at your will and pleaſure: and alſo to name 
ind aſſign to our ſaid ſubjects, and every of them, ſuch time 
you the ſaid Richard Lord Viſcount Howe and William 
Howe, or either of you, ſhall think fit, within which they 
ſhall ſeverally and reſpectively be admitted to ſue out our ſaid 
iq general pardon in writing under the hands and ſeals of you 
ot the ſaid Richard Lord Viſcount Howe and William Howe, 
x off or either of you. And it is our further will and pleaſure, 
ceſi nd we do hereby authoriſe and appoint and give and grant 
yall full power, authority, and liberty unto you the ſaid Ri- 
on chard Lord Viſcount Howe and William Howe, and to each 
inW ot you, after ſuch proclamation or proclamations made as 
lf ztoreſaid, to give and grant to all and ſingular our ſaid ſub- 


eds in the ſaid colonies or provinces of New-Hampſhire, 
Maſſa- 


Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, Georgia, or any 
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|. '. Yo PARLIAMENTARY A. 15 
| Maſſaehuſets-Bay, Rhode-Iſland, Connecticut, New-York 
New- Jerſey, Penſylvania, the three lower counties of New 
caſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia 
 North- Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia, our gener: 
pardon as aforeſaid, to whom in your diſcretion, or in th 
diſcretion of either of you, it ſhall ſeem meet, and to non 
other, to be made and paſſed in due form, as follows 
„ GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God of Gre: 
« Britain, France and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith 
and ſo forth, to all men to whom theſe preſents ſhall come 
„ greeting. Know ye that we of our ſpecial grace, certai 
% knowledge, and mere motion, and out of the zeal and af 
& fection which we have and bear to our ſubjects, have pardon 
< ed, remiſed, and releaſed, and by theſe preſents do pardo 
c remiſe, and releaſe, to A. B. of C. in the —— otherwi 
called, &c. or by whatſoever other name or ſirname, or ad 
dition of name or ſirname, dignity, office, or place the fa 
« A. B. ſhall be reputed, called, or named, or heretofo 
„Was reputed, called, or named, all and ſingular treaſons, ; 
« well high treaſons as petit treaſons, rebellions, inſurrection 
“ and conſpiracies againſt us, our crown and dignity; a 
4 alſo all and all manner of miſpriſions of treaſon, or othi 
« miſpriſions, by him the faid A. B. at any time heretofo 
c had, done, or perpetrated, whether the ſaid A. B. of the pre 
„ miſes, or any of them, ſhould have been indicted, appeal 
ſued, and adjudged outlawed, convicted, condemned, or: 
« tainted, or not. We alſo pardon, remiſe, and releaſe, . 
te theſe preſents, to the aforeſaid A. B. all and ſingular judy Pi 
4 ments, pains of death, puniſhments, and iſſues and profits 
cc all domains, manors, lands, tenements, and other heredit 
«© ments of him the ſaid A. B. on occafion of the premiſe 
or any of them, by him the ſaid A. B. forfeited or lo! 
and to us by reaſon of the premiſes due, belonging, Mans 
« appertaining.” And it is our further will and pleaſu 
that ſuch pardon, ſhall be duly paſſed and made to ſuch pe 
ſons, and to ſuch number and deſcription of perſons, and 
each and every of them, as you the ſaid Richard Lord V iſcou 
Howe and William Howe, or either of you, ſhall think fit, u 
der your hands and ſeals, or the hand and ſeal of either of yo 
which ſaid general pardon or pardons we hereby author 
and impower you, or either of you, to grant and paſs ace Viſe 
dingly. And we do hereby ſtrictly charge and command jc: 
the ſaid Lord Viſcount 3 and William Howe, and ea 
of you, from time to time to enquire diligently into! 
ſtate and condition of the ſaid colonies and provinces, and 


every county, town, port, diſtrict and place, within the fan 


ns. nr 31 


any of them, reſpectively, and to receive abd entertain 


Datu complaints and repreſentations made to you, or 
order of you, by the inhabitants thereof, and faithfully and 
Leue to tranimit the ſame to one of our principal ſecretaries 
ini State, that ſuch re formation and redreſs may follow there- 


pon, as the nature of the caſe ſhall require: and it is our 
ther will and pleaſure, that you confer, as occaſion may 
ruire, with our ſubjets in the ſaid provinces, or any 


s them, concerning ſuch arrangements and regulations as 
rea; tend to the advantage and ſtability of the ſaid ſeveral 
aith 
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ponies and provinces, and to a laſting union of each of 


"nem, reſpectively, with Great-Britain, upon the true prin- | g vl 
ra ples of the conſtitution; and whenever it ſhall appear to | 1 
rs ou, the ſaid Lord Viſcount Howe and William Howe, or | 0 | | 
on | 1 


ther of you, that the ſaid rebellion is fo far ſuppreſſed in © 
yy of the ſaid colomes, or provinces, reſpectively, that the 
(habitants thereof may enjoy their rights and privileges in 
dutiful fabmiſſion to our laws and government. Tt is our 
rther will and pleaſure, that you the ſaid Lord Viſcount 
Howe and William Howe, or either of you, do fignify to 
e governor, or lieutenant governor,-or commander in chief 
br the time being, of ſuch colony or province, reſpectively, | 
nder the hands and ſeals of you the ſaid Lord Viſcount | 
Howe and William Howe, or the hand and ſeal of either of | 
you, that he do ſummon and call together an aſſembly or ge- 

jeral court of the ſaid province or colony; and if the ſaid 

eneral court or aſſembly, being ſo ſummoned, ſhall make 
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„Mader of their duty and obedience, and ſhall make ap- 

ud icstion to you the ſaid Lord Viſcount Howe and Wil- 

its am Howe, or either of you, to have the reſtraint upon their #16 

diu de and intercourſe taken off, in ſuch manner as ſhall ſatisfy et 1 10 
jou of their loyalty and obedience; or although it ſhould | 11 
uber: that the ſaid rebellion is not ſo far ſuppreſſed, that the | 1 

„ Nihabitants of every part of any of our ſaid provinces or colo- | [i 

ſurſWÞpics, reſpectively, may enjoy the benefit of our gracious inten- tt 


tions for their relief; yet if in certain parts or diſtricts, with- 
in any of the ſaid colonies or provinces, the inhabitants 
thereof ſhall make tender of their duty and obedience, and 
ſubmit themſelves to the magiſtrates, 2 empowered by 
is, and to the due and regular exerciſe of our government 
and laws, in ſuch manner as ſhall give you the ſaid Lord 
Viſcount Howe and William Howe, or either of you, ſuf- 
icient treaſon to be ſatisfied of the ſincerity and permanency 
of their loyalty and obedience : in any, or either of the ſaid 
ales, we 45 hereby authorize and impower you the {aid * 


— 


— 
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Viſcount Howe and William Howe, or either of you, b. 
open proclamation, in our name, from time to time, to de 
clare any ſuch colony, province, county, town, port, di 
i, or place, reſpectively, to be at our peace; whereupon 
and from and after the iſſuing any ſuch proclamation in an 
of the colonies or provinces, reſpectively, the further exe 
cution of a certain act made and paſſed in the preſent par 
liament, intituled an act to prohibit all trade and intercourſ 
with the colonies of New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſets Bay 
Rhode Iſland, Connecticut, New-York, New Jerſey, Pen 
fylvania, the threc lower counties of Newcaftle, Kent, and 
Suffex, on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina 
South Carolina, and Georgia, during the continuance of th 
preſent rebellion within the ſaid colonies, reſpectively, ane 
for repealing an act made in the fourteenth year of our reign 
to diſcontinue the landing and diſcharging, lading or ſhipping 
oods, wares, and merchandizes, at the town and within thi 
5 of Boſton, in the province of Maſſachuſets Bay 
and alſo two acts made in the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, fo 
reſtraining the trade and commerce of the colonies in the ſai 
acts reſpectively mentioned; and to enable any perſon oi 
perſons appointed and authoriſed by his Majeſty to gran 
pardons, and to iſſue proclamations in the caſes and for th 
purpoſes therein mentioned, ſhall, with reſpe& to ſuch co 
lony or province, colonies or provinces, county, town, port 
diſtrict, or place, reſpectively, and none other, ceaſe, deter 
mine, and be utterly void; and we do hereby declare, ordai 
and appoint, that you the ſaid Richard Lord Viſcount Hon 
and William Howe, and each of you, ſhall and may holde. 
execute and enjoy the office and place, and offices and place. 
of our commiſtioner and commiſſioners, as herein mentioned 
with all rights, members, and appurtenances whatſoever 
together with all and ſingular the powers and authoritie 
hereby granted unto you, for and during our will and plea 


ſure, and no longer. In witneſs, &c. 


Witneſs ourſelf at Weſtminſter the ſixth day of May. 
| By the KING himſelf 
Examined with the record. | 
CMARLS Daves, one of the Clerks of the Petty Bagg. 


To the Right Honouralle Lord George Germaine, &c. Pri 


My LoRp, New-York, December 22, 1770. 
B our laſt diſpatch, dated the zoth of November, w. Co 


had the honour to communicate to your Lordſhip a procla N 


mation, which we had judged proper to be iſſued, _— dus 


. 1778. TT 


bie time within which his Majeſty's general pardon ſhould be 
de ganted, to ſixty days. It is with the greateſt ſatisfaction we 
now inform your Lordſhip of the ſucceſs of that meaſure. A 
onMhery confiderable number of perſons, who had been active 
nf the rebellion, particularly in this province, and that of 
x: We Jerſeys, have already ſubſcribed the declaration of alle- 


arMiiznce ; and his Majeſty's pardons, according to the form 
releribed in our commiſhon, are made out, and given as 
aſt as the neceſſary certificates are produced. 92 
en The whole of the Jerſeys, except a very inconſiderable 
and t, which we think muſt of courſe follow, has ſubmitted; 
d of the province of Penſylvania, which his Majeſty's 
ces have not yet entered, ſeveral perſons of property (and 
an o of weight in the country, ſo long as any apparent deſire 
obtain reaſonable terms of accommodation ſubſiſted) have 
bſcribed the declaration. 


1 : | 
th As we have not yet received the returns of ſubmiſſions 
ay Won the gentlemen authoriſed to take them, it is not in our 


ner to tranſmit a complete liſt, nor even to aſcertain the 
ſagſhumbers ; but we may perhaps judge it proper to trouble 
Our Lordſhip therewith by a future opportunity, when the 
ranW/poſition of the people at large may be more fully deter- 
r thiWincd. In the mean time, we can only ſay, that, from the 
co eceſsful circulation of the proclamation, at leaſt in the 
port ighbouring provinces ; and from the avidity with which 
eter Ne terms of it have been hitherto embraced, we have reaſon 
dainÞ conclude, that very material good conſequences will accrue 
longÞon it before the ſixty days ſhall be expired. We do not 
holdideed flatter ourſelves, that it will effect ſuch a general ſub- 
acesWiſon throughout the continent, eſpecially in the diſtant 
nei rinces, as the lenity of it ought to induce. We ſhall be 
everppy however, if a meaſure, founded upon his Majeſty's 
riueWokt gracious plan of mercy, {ſhould fo far ſucceed, as to 
pleaſevent, even in the ſmalleſt degree, the effuſion of blood, 
d promote the reſtoration of public tranquility in any of 
| Majefty's colonies, We have the honour to be, &c, 
Howe, 

WILLIAM HoywE, 


: January 26, 
. rivate buſineſs, 


January 27. 


ocla ed upon the table, were in many parts defective, erro- 
aiting eus and unſatisfactory. . granted — — 
| 8 oule 


r, W Colonel Barrz ſaid, that it appeared to him, the papers pro- Col. Bare 
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materials neceſſary thereto. In particular, the accounts 
the army expenditure were ſo incorrect, that no credit w 


: He continued to oblerve, that other accounts moved for, a 


of all the contracts iſſued from the treaſury- office, tow: 


and the perſons appointed to act in the commiſſariot, whet 


witheld, nor promiſe made of their immediate appearance. 


rantable, and reminded the Houſe, as it was their pleaſure 


applied. He therefore, before any other official papers ft 


Kc. ſhould be laid before the Houſe. A noble Lord, wii 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1111 
Houſe was not complied with; and the appointed enqui 
was, in effect, defeated, by witholding the intelligence a 


given, nor notice made of the ſavings of the pay to foreiꝗ 
troops, by decreaſe of number from death, defertion, captivi 
and other cauſes. Such ſavings were noticed in the accounts 
the Britiſh troops, and he thought it ſomewhat extraordinaMF' 
that the one ſhould be accounted for, and not the other; 
the ſame time remarking that the returns of the foreign troo 
were alſo very incorrect. Numberleſs chaſms appeare 
which he could not fill up, gaps which he could not ſuppl 
and fo ſtrangely and inaccurately were they framed upon t 
whole, that no certain information could be drawn from the 


granted to the Houſe, had been totally witheld. He h 
himſelf, almoſt two months ago moved, That an accoy 


ſupply ing the army in America with ftores and provifinr 


victuallers, agents, commiſſaries of ſtores, or clerks of ſto 
&c. from September 29, 1774, to September 29, 1777, 
laid before the Houſe.” None of theſe, however, were Wi 
laid upon the table; and notwithſtanding - the day of e 

uiry was ſc near, no reaſon was aſſigned why they mi abn 


He cenſured the conduct of adminiſtration, as very unw 


vote the army eftimates at the beginning of each ſeſſion, ie 
was their duty to ſee, that the money ſo granted was prope 


the military department were taken intoconſideration, thou 
it both proper and nectſfary, that all official documents 
ſpecting the foreign troops, in our pay; of reſpits, hoſpit 


he did not fee in his place [ Lord George Germaine] he und 
Rood was abſent on account of a domeſtic misfortune; bu 
the public had met with a national calamity, he ſhould nc 
receive it as a ſufficient reaſon for witholding informat 
from the Houſe at fo alarming a period. = 

Lord Barrington accounted for the omiſſion of thoſe favi 
by obſerving, that they went by agreement to the prillf 
who furniſhed us thoſe troops as a compenſation for rec 
ing them; he alſo argued the propriety of this agreen 


1778. rr 


om the uſage univerſally adopted fn this kingdom with re- 
ect to the ſervice, where the pay of the deficient men is al- 
ays allowed to each * as a compenſation for the re- 


t uiting ſervice. 


rel 
uit 
nts 
linat 
* 
troo 
eare 
1ppl 
IN ft 
the 
T, à 
le h 


COU 


to the treaties between our court and the German ftates, he 
ould find, that Government was to pay diſtinE for the re- 
ruiting ſervice, and that conſequently thoſe powers could 
we but one demand upon us. If we. were to keep up and 
turn the corps complete, moſt certainly we were intitled to 
ze fund appropriated to that ſervice, which was the pay of 
he deficient numbers. Indeed the German princes had put 
e matter beyond a poſſibility of doubt; for they had ex- 
reſsly ſtipulated, ſo much for a man killed, and ſo much for 
man wounded and. rendered unſerviceable. | 
He alluded next to the motion made for laying before the 
ouſe ſuch papers as might be neceſſary to give an inſight in- 
p the actual ſtate, of the nation: it was now a long time, 


100 ght weeks, ſince the Houſe had ordered in theſe papers; the 
**. uly adjournment had been propoſed in order to afford time; 


hcient for getting them ready, and after all there was not a. 
ingle paper relative to that buſineſs on the table; he ſuppo- 
d that they were to be brought in perhaps the day before the 
nquiry, and accuſed the miniſter. of unfair dealing in not: 
wmitting them ſooner to public inſpection, that, in. ſo 
eighty a matter, gentlemen might have time to peruſe and 
igeſt them, and thereby be enabled toform a propet idea of 
be real ſtate of the nation. 1699; Nel 2 


mom the motion alluded to had been made, was not, at the 
me he made it, thoroughly aware of its great extent. Con- 
acts for cloathing, victualling and ſupplying the troops with 
m, porter, &c. &c. together with the minutes of the trea- 
ury relative to all ſuch contracts, for four entire years, have 
een called for. To obey the order of the Houle required 
bore time than at firſt had been ſuppoſed. They were not 
et ready; in a very few da 45 they would; and then gentle- 
nen would. be convinced, that being ſo prodigiouſſy volu- 
ninous, it was abſolutely i impoſſible they could have been 
roduced ſooner. He did not with to evade the enquiry, as 
ad been infinuated by the honourable gentleman: ; and 
dere fore he would not ſubmit to the charge, however fami- 
ar ſuch inſinuations were become to him. It was his ſincere 
re to comply, as ſtrictly as pps with the orders of the 
OS | | 178 Houſe, 


Colonel Barre. replied, that if the noble Lord would look Col. arri. 


Lord North ſaid, he was of opinion chat the gentleman, by Ld. North, 


3t6 


Sol. Barre. 


*General 
Bonway. 


rreuce of no leſs than 18 or 20,000 men, who muſt naturally b 


Ford Bar- 


r ington. 


Col. Barre. Colonel Barre obierved, that from the time the foreign ee 


' ible ſatis faction. 
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Houſe, yet he did not think himſelf reſponſible for any in- Io. 
correctneſs which might appear to the honourable gentleman ; 


but he aſſured every fide of the Houſe, that nothing ſhould be im 
wanting, that depended on him, to give the Houſe every poſ- 


Colonel Barre ſuggeſted, that it would have been more can. 
did in the noble Lord to have told the Houſe at firſt, that the 
papers could not be ready by the time ſpecified in the mo- 
tion; and that therefore it would be neceflary to appointa 
longer day. It was evident however, that the noble Lord wa 
full as ignorant of the extent of the order, when it was made, 
as he was, or he would have urged his objections at the time, 
but he did not even hint a doubt of the order being fully 
complied with. This was a ſpecies ef candour which had 
often been experienced from his Lordſhip. 

- General Conway ſpoke to the defects in the accounts already 
before the Houſes he ſaid, that it was impoffible that the 
commander in chief could be ignorant of the number of his 
forces, whether national or foreign, and conſequently of th 
loffes they had ſuſtained ; otherwiſe it would be impoſſible fe 
him to know whether any particular detachment he orderec 
upon duty, were equal to the taſk impoſed on them: ſuch ig- 
gorance could not, in the nature of things, be attributed te 
the commanders. He had the honour at times to command 
detachments made up of troops of different nations; but he 
always was 0203" I. 7 with the number of bi 
men. The numbers ſent to America, and thoſe contained in 
the laſt returns, differed moſt eſſentially: there was a diffe- 


fuppoſed to be loft during the ſeveral campaigns : it was 
therefore the duty of Parliament to infift on an explanation oi 
a matter ſo highly important. PEPE | 
Lord Barringion adverted to Colonel. Barre's obſervations 
relative to the omiſſion of the ſavings from the pay of the fo- 
reipn troops. He informed the Houſe, that ſuch numbers 
recruits had been ſent over by the different princes to whom, 
thoſe troops belonged, that there were no deficiencies in num- 
bers, and'confequently no ſavings from their pay. 


troops had ſuffered loſſes, to the time fuch loſſes were fignitied 
to their reſpective ſovereigns; and from the day of ſuch in- 
formation to the day that the loſt men were replaced, there 
muſt neceffarily have elapſed a very conſiderable time; and 
that conf dy there muſt have been very conſiderable 
ſayings made during that period. x4 

or 


n- Lord Barrington ſaid, that by treaty ſuch ſavings were to be Lord Ba-- 
copriated to leyying recruits ; as fimilar ſavings in Britiſhringeen: 
ments were converted to fimilar uſes, | 
Colonel Barre again reminded the noble Lord of his mi- Col. Barre. 
ke, and defired him to conſult the treaties, and he would 
m-, that all the new levies'were to be made at the expence of 
he Wat Britain. To this he received no reply. 
o- Mr. Fox then roſe, and premiſed his motion with lament- ir. Fx. 
tals, that the noble Lord {Lord G. Germaine] was not in his 
vas ice; eſpecially as he underſtood, that his abſence aroſe from 
imily misfortune, The reaſon however, which induced 
ne, n to make his motion, aroſe from a calamity of a higher 
more extenfive nature, no leſs than the calamity of his 
iadintry. His teaſon for troubling the Houſe was to enquire 
p the total loſs, or rather extinction of a Britiſh army. 
E ſhould therefore make no apology for renewing his mo- 
theo, becauſe he was ſufficiently fatished, that though the no- 
his Lord could not attend, his particular ſentiments on the 
mer were well known. He hymourouſly obſerved, that as 
viſhed well to his motion, ſo he could not poſlibly find a 
rede proper perſon to ſecond it than the noble Lord in the 
ig- Ne ribbon, who laſt week confeſſed himſelf a friend to it; 
web the noble Lord experienced ſad reverſes in other 
mars, yet in that Houſe he never appeared in any other 
hracter than that of a conqueror ; he therefore recom- 
nded his motion to his patronage ; as under his protection 
in would 10fallibly be inſured againſt misfortune : he then 
fe red, . That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 
bey, requeſting that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to order 
proper officer to lay before the Houſe copies of inſtruc- 
ros given to Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, together with 
Ich parts of Sir William Howe's inſtructions, as related to a 
ons operation with the former.“ fe | 
Colonel Luttrell expreſſed his abhorrence of principles Col. Las- 
s off lich led gentlemen to ſupport rebellion; a rebellion. which tel. 
om wuld meet with every loyal ſubject's execration; a rebel- 
m- n, for which any man ſhould bluſh to be an advocate; a 
bellion, the promoters of which ought not to ſhew their 
iguees, but conceal them in dens and lurking holes. He could 
fiedWot, conſiſtent with the duty which he owed his ſovereign and 
in e conſtitution, remain filent, when he ſaw a ſet of men 
Pmbited together to betray their country. Placemen with- 
andWit places; orators who ſpent their time in ſtudying inflam- 
ableWutory ſpeeches; and expending their incomes in having them 

| publiſhed 
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# publiſhed in the news-papers ; rhetoricians, who got the 


Mr. Charles Mr. Charles Turner repeated the words of Colonel Luttr, 


Turner. 


Mr, Fax. 


Col . 1 1 
trell. 


Mr, Fax. 


other purpoſe than to provoke the indignation, mockery 3 
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livelihood by publiſhing their ſpeeches in Parliament; abet 
tors of treaſon and rebellion, combined purpoſely for the ru 
of their country. WL 

[Here he was violently called to order, and the Hoy 
ſeemed for ſome time in a kind of ferment. ] 


which had given ſo much offence, which he had taken do 
in writing; and after ſhewing the yery great inſult offered 
a reſpectable number of gentlemen, he, to mend the matte 
and ſhew where the fault lay, ſaid, that in his conſcience 
was convinced that the miniſtry were combined to bete 
their country. | 

[This produced as violent an outcry as Colonel Luttrel 
aſſertion, and threw the Houſe into the utmoſt confuſio 
nothing for a long time could be heard but Order, order, Chai 
chair. The Speaker at length appeaſed the tumult, and fa 
that he imagined the Colonel did not mean what he had f 
as an inſult, and that his idea did not, he dared to ſay, go 
far as his words ſeemed to convey it.] | 

Mr. Fox hoped, the Houſe would believe, he did not 
to take notice of the generous and gentleman-like epithe 
thrownout by the honourable gentleman ; he conſidered the 
unworthy either of his attention, or the notice of the Hou 
which had exerted itſelf ſo warmly to reſtore order. But! 
dependent of all this noiſe and paſſion, he could not but be ſu 
priſed, that becauſe a motion came from his fide of the Hout 
it ſhould be diſregarded. This was a matter of ſerious co 
cern, and, if once admitted, would preclude all furth 
debate, If he, or any gentleman, in oppoſition, a 
actuated by that duty which his truſt, as the repreſentative 
his conſtitucnts, the free commons of England, bound himt 
ſhould make motions relative to the good of the realm, to 


contempt of thoſe who differed from him! 

Colonel Luttrell ſaid, that the honourable gentleman [ 
Fox] had always declared himſelf a friend to revolted Am 
rica: a friend to the revolted, without any particular frien 
ſhip for them, muſt certainly be a friend to the revolt; w 
then could he call ſuch people but traitors? [He was agi th 
called to order. | 89 gent! 

Mr. Fox urged the great difference between a friend to ene 
volted America, and a friend to Hancock and Adams, and ue, 
other ſeditious leaders of the revolt. He ſtood, he ſaid, Navin 


to ſu} 
ce 
ring 
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ie former predicament ; and the miniſter in the latter. He 
ould have conciliated the affections of America in time, and 
xevented at once the diſmal conſequences, which have re- 
ited from oppoſite meaſures, and thereby have checked the 
owing power of faction; but the miniſter, more a friend to 
lancock and Adams, and their adherents, than to America or 
feat Britain, had taken every poſſible ſtep to unite the co- 
mies in the plan of independence; and to aggrandize thoſe 
jen, who, without the affiſtance given them in almoſt every 
t of government before and during the conteſt, muſt have 
mained at this day in the ſituation of private gentlemen, in- 
kad of acting, as they do now, one of the greateſt parts on 
be great theatre of the world. As to the accuſation of his be- 
g an orator by trade, it was evident by the honourable 
entleman's words, it was a trade he did not live by, as he was 

leaſed to deſcribe him as a placeman out of place; and as to 

be guilt of oratory, he preſumed the charge would fall as 

iſtly upon the noble Lord at the head of the treaſury, who 

ud been as guilty of ſpeaking with eloquence, as any gen- 

man on his fide of the Houſe, and who befides had com- 

itted the crime to as great an advantage as any placeman 

ut of place could poſſibly be ſuſpected of doing. 


nd it, though he confeſſed himſelf much leſs qualified for 
ich a taſk than the honourable gentleman; he had at firſt ſaid, 
E would give his aſſent to every enquiry that could be made 
ito his conduct; he would ſtand to his word, nor wiſh to 
en himſelf from a ſcrutiny which he was convinced would 
trminate to his honour : the noble Lord for the American 
kpartment had authoriſed him to aſſure the Houſe, that he 
ould not make the leaſt oppoſition to the motion. The 
ropriety or impropriety, the juſtice or injuſtice of the mea- 
ure, he would not take upon him to argue or eſtabliſh ; but 
is much he would infiſt on, that having ffrong objections to 
e time of making the motion, however inclined he might be 
v ſupport it when carried, the Houſe ſhould do him the ju- 
lice to acknowledge that he was by no means inſtrumental in 
ringing forward the enquiry : he infiſted the more ſtrongly 
n this, as his delicacy was not a little concerned in it; ſome 
gentlemen having been induced to think, from an expreſſion in 
beneral Burgoyne's letter, that he put the affair upon this 
llue, that either the miniſtry or himſelf were wrong; that he 
uying done all that could be done by a man in his ſituation, 
2 | 1 


* 


, 7 


Lord North took upon him to accept the office impoſed on Ld. Nets. 
m by the gentleman who made the motion, namely, to ſe- 


* 
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LA. Nugent. Earl Nugen: condemned the meaſure of the enquiry, 
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it were impoffible to caſt any blame on his conduct. As 
was conſtrued into an oblique reflection on adminiftration, 
would not be ſuppoſed to ad from pique or pafhion : 
therefore repeated it, that he expected the Houſe would 
him the juſtice to bear teſtimony hereafter, that he did: 
with to promote the enquiry at that ſeaſon, 


mation; faid, that when the troops now raiſing without t 
authority of Parliament ſhould be embodied and completq 
the Parliament could no longer be ſaid to be free and ind 4 
pendent : that man, ſaid he, (pointing to one of the ſeryar 
of the Houſe, who was bringing in candles for the Speake 
table) may be employed in lighting me to my priton, 
which J may be conducted by a guard of ſoldiers raiſed wi 
out my conſent, 


might probably go farther than the words at firſt might ſe 
to import. In the affair of Matthews and Leftock, the vo 
of the people was in favour of the former, for having, in th 
opinion, bravely aſſerted the rights of Great Britain, a 
_ humbled the French for taking our enemies under their pr 
tection; the latter was looked upon as a man who had baſe 
betrayed the honour of his country and his ſovereign, a 
cowardly deſerted his commander in the moment of dange 
yet, what was the conſequence ? Leſtock was honourably : 
quitted, and an addreſs was preſented by the Commons to 
King, requeſting he would order a court-martial immediate 
to try Admiral Matthews, Such was the ſtrange turn ti 
affair took ; the preſent bufineſs might not take a leſs ext: 
ordinary one. He was convinced the gallant Burgoyne þ 
done all that man could da, He might indeed have indulgl 
an exceſs of valour, and thought Britiſh courage ſuperior 
any obſtacle; but he hoped no one would impute it to him 
a crime, that he thought his men, and Britons too, able 
beat ſuperior numbers. 

The matter was, in his opinion, already prejudged ; it v 
aſſerted, that ſome one was to blame: yet it was very pc 
ſible that the expedition might have failed, withaut a fingi; 
fault having been committed either by thoſe who planned, 
zhoſe who were charged with the management of the expe 
tion; he could in ſome meaſure himſelf account for its m 
carriage. A great number of Provincials, whom Gene 
Burgoyne thought to be well affected to his cauſe, - betrays 
him, and brought on the firſt check he receiyed at Benninguſ. 
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zome of the troops, though really very brave, did not at 
ome particular times do their duty : this prevented the Ge- 
tral from raking ſuch advantages as circumſtances offered 
lim. This .d not ſurprize the Houſe : a very ſtriking in- 
fance of the kind occurred at the battle of Malplaquet, 
en a body of Britiſh cavalry, which fignalized itſelf that 
ky, was marching down a lane, the firſt rank ſaw a poor 
man's horſe with a pair of panniers on his back, gallop- 
pe from his rider whom he had thrown. This rank think- 
no it was part of the enemies cavalry that was advancing, 
Fantly wheeled about, panic ſtruck ; the other ranks, ſee- 
ve their firſt rank face about, immediately did the ſame 
id the whole corps was thus put to the rout, 

As ſoon as this motion was diſpoſed of, which was by the 
revious queſtion, and without a diviſion, Colonel Barre renew- Col. Barra 
da motion which had been formerly rejected on account of — 
he miniſter for the American department being abſent, It 
s, for laying before the Houſe . All letters and extracts of 
ters which had paſſed between General Gage, Lord Howe, 
ir William Howe, and General Carleton, from the 1ſt of 
luly 1775, to the 27th of Jaunuary 1778.“ | 

ord North oppoſed the motion, and ſaid, that he was Lord North 
are of its being ſaid of him that, what little reputation he 
hotit have acquired for candour upon the laſt motion, he 

as moſt likely to loſe it all by his oppoſition to this; yet, as 

thought it inconfiſtent with the duty he owed himſelf as 

miniſter and a member of that Houle ;z to his King, as a 
dect, and to his country as an Engliſhman, he would op- 
ple any motion which tended to publiſh to our enemies what 
ight enable them to defeat the plans of government. Nei- 
ter juſtice, policy, nor loyalty, would admit of ſuch a con- 
eſcenſion. ; : | | 

Mr. Fox ſupported the motion. He animadverted to an Mr. Foxz 

preſſion made in the Houſe ſome time ago by the noble 

ord, „That he was an unfortunate miniſter.” He played 
on the word for above an hour; and in the courſe of his 
feech recapitulated every miſtake, or ſuppoſed error in ad- 

Iniſtration, with the continued repetition of this expreſ- 
on, „ if the noble Lord had been ſo fortunate as to have 

Ine this; or if he had not been ſo unfortunate as to have 

uſtaken that, neither the nation nor the miniſter would be 
poſed to the neceſſity of the preſent inquiry.” | 

Having been defeated in every plan of a four year's war, 
e we to hope for ſucceſs from the magnitude of our ab- 

Vor. VIII. 1 _... ſardities ? 
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ſurdities ? Is there a man in this Houſe who will now ſtand 
up, and ſay, that it is poſſible we can carry on an offenſive 
war in America next campaign? Will any an fay that we 

year as that 


* 


can bring ſo great a force into the field ne 
which was batiled or deſtroyed laſt year? If then we cal 
only act on the defenſive, or bring into the field only two 
thirds of the forces we had laſt campaign, is it to be ſuppoſ 
ed we can effect that with a leſſer force, which with a fa 


greater we were not able to attain ? Or, if obliged to give 
up every operation of offence by land, we ſhould only be able 


to carry on a naval war---was it to be ſuppoſed that we could 
effect that by harraſſing the Americans one way, which we 
have found impoſſible to effect by harraſſing them ever 


way. 

Ld. North. 15 North replied, that however unfortunate. he migh 
be as a miniſter, who had come into the direction of affair 
at a very critical ſtate of things, he had the conſolation o 
being fortunate enough, by the expreſſion of a ſingle word 
of giving the honourable gentleman an opportunity of mak 
ing a very florid {pecch upon a ſingle word; and that at 
time too when there was a very full Houſe. 

Governor Governor Johnſbone inſiſted that the motion was exceeding 

Fobrftene. ly proper. Miniſters themſelves, who had ſeemed ſo tende 
of the honour of abſent officers, ſhould of courſe eſpouſe 1 
It would either exculpate our commanders from thoſe illibe 
ral cenſures ſo generally beſtowed on them, and which mini 
ſtry have ſo much diſclaimed; or if they were guilty, i 
would free miniſtry from ſome aſperſions, which 11]-nature 
people were too apt to throw upon them. | 

On the queſtion being put, the Houſe divided; ayes 101 

noes 163. 


January 28. 
No debate. 


anuary 29. | 

Cel. Barre. Colonel Barre ſaid, that the accounts produced from ti 
office of ordnance, were, in his opinion, defective and unia 
tisfatory, and wanted the minute ſtatements neceſſary t 

ive the information deſired; and to remedy the defect, 

8 leave to move, * that the proper officers be ordere 

to lay before the Houſe exact accounts of the howitzers 

cannon, and other artillery equipments that were in ſtore 

any part of America on the firſt of January, 1774 3 an 
ſecondly, he moved for exa& accounts of the artiller 


aud aminunition that had been ſhipped for America * 
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the firſt of January 1774, to the 27th of January 1998.” 


The firſt of theſe motions was carried in the affirmative ; 
but to the ſecond 


o- ltary operations with regard to America, a diſcloſure of the 
olWMſforce of artillery in the country muſt neceſſarily produce the 
moſt inconvenient, if not dangerous effects; at the ſame 
time he would inform the honourable gentleman, that there 
certainly was a very large force of artillery now in America, 


le might want in the papers then upon the table. 


lis motion, ſince it did not extend to any diſcloſure of the 
force of artillery actually in ſtore now in America, but bare- 
y what had been ſhipped from Britain, not deducting for 
tonſumption, or captures afloat or on ſhore. The reaſon 
te had for the motion was, that he conceived there had been 


tharge, in the account produced upon the table, referred to 
by the noble Lord, was 71, cool. which was greater than the 
expenditure for the ſame time during the laſt war, for the 
krvice of one army in Germany and another in America, 

The queſtion was put, and it paſſed in the negative with- 
ut a diviſion. 


ini Colonel Luttrell aroſe, and premiſing his intended ſubject Col. Zue- 
„ih a few remarks on the injury of miſrepreſentation and rd. 


uſe, or perverſion of words, of a member of that Houſe 


* 


1 his official capacity, complained, that in a certain morn= 
ns paper, Which he held in his hand, but which he did not 
ume, he had been groſsly and palpably mis-ſtated, and charg- 
td with having, on a late occaſion, behaved unparliamenta- 
W and that for ſo doing he had received the cenſure of the 


Houſe, He inſiſted a good deal on the calumny of ſuch a 


| Uitharge, made many direct and ſevere ſtrictures on the con- 
nlo& of the editor of that paper in thus aggravating and 

y ris-ſtating facts, which he hoped would be witneſſed to be 

t, bl erways by every member preſent on the occaſion, and ren» | 
lerilering him infamous in the eyes of the publis. He conſi- 
zeiger ſuch conduct as too heinous to be forgiven, and therefore 

re 1 


e informed the Houſe, that, for his future ſafety and pro- 
ktion, he was determined to move, on ſome future day, that 
lic ſtanding order of the Houſe for excluding ſtrangers from 
ie gallery, be ſtrictly carried into execution, . 

3 | 1 5 2 He 


Lord North objected, as from the preſent poſture af mi- Ld. Nertb. 
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He next endeavoured to exculpate himſelf, from the charge 

of being diſorderly ; and ſaid, the honourable gentleman 

Mr. Fox.] did not call him to order, but obſerved, that he 

was very near deſcending to perſonalities, and that conſe. 

quently he was going to be diſorderly ; but that the honou 

able gentleman had very good- naturedly prevented him, b 

interrupting him, when he perceived he was beginning te 

grow warm. On the whole, he withed to be underſtood 

chat it was the editor of the paper alluded to, not he, that 

was the occaſion of ſhutting the gallery doors. et 

Mr. Fox. Mr. Fox roſe to ſay ſo far in juſtincation of the honoura We! 

ble gentleman before him, that he did not call him to ordex 

for any unparliamentary aſſertion I=velled at him, on account 

of any private converſation, but becauſe he ſeemed to inſinu 

ate, that becauſe the motion came from his {ide of the Houk 

it ſhould be rejected. The Houle at large conceived this 1 

the ſame manner with himſelf, and the honourable gentlemaniiſo! 

\ accordingly was called to order. If this then was the on 

accuſation he had againſt the editor complained of, he di 

not think it ſo enormous: and though he was no advocate fo 

news- paper expoſure, he did not look upon it as a ſufficien 

reaſon for excluding him, among other ſtrangers, from th? 

Houſe. He was convinced the true and only method off" 

preventing miſrepreſentation was by throwing open the gal 

lery, and making the debates and decifions of the Houle erf 

public as poffible. There was leſs danger of miſrepreſenta Wore 

tion in a full company than a thin one, as there would b 

a greater number of perſons to give evidence againſt the mi 

repreſentation. | BY 

The ſhutting of the gallery could not preyent the pro fo. 

ceedings of the Houſe from finding their way to public view 

for during a certain period, when the gallery was kept emp"! 

ty, the debates were printed, let the manner of obtainin 

them be what it might; and in fact, the public had a rig! 

to know what paſſed in Parliament. h 

The Speaker begged to haye the ſenſe of the Houſe to di 
rect his future conduct. | | i 

Mr. Rigby confeſſed, that he wiſhed to have the galle 

ſhut, not only againſt gentlemen but ladies; as the latter a 


Well as the former, might dabble in party diſputes, and hav. © 
their predilection and preferences for one party before ano Nutt 
ther, He thought at this time it was very neceſſary to ex 1 
clude every ſtranger, fince in the courſe of next week th - 

8 


moſt ſerious enquiry would take place, that might oy 
4 afte 
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felt the lives and properties of individuals. He confeſſed, 
might be thought odious to make the motion, nevertheleſs, 
the motion was made he would ſecond it. 

Mr. Turner ſaid, he fhould humbly intreat the honourable Mr. Turner. 
xatleman to give up his intention of making the motion, 

e did not like a man that was afraid of having his ſpeech 

Aeg; a man that weighed his words. He would be 

d to ſee gentlemen warm when eircumſtances required it; 

ir fathers were warm before them; they were warm 

bemſelves, and he hoped their children would be ſo after 

em. For his part, he would be always happy to ſee the 

ullery crowded ; and that if one door was {hut to exclude all 

ke men, another ſhould be opencd to let in all the women. 

Mr. Speaker ſaid, that the converſation did not a little af- Mr.Speakoy 
get him, for there was a ſtanding order to keep the gallery 
kut againſt ſtrangers, and he had with the acquieſcence of 
Houſe relaxed it. He ſhould therefore, as the affair happen- 

(to be mentioned, be glad before the Houſe roſe, that they 

jould come to ſome determination. 

Mr. Burke paid a very generous compliment to the Spea- Mr. Burke, , 
ker, for having relaxed in ſome meature from the rigour | 
fa ſtrict decrec, he had acted wiſely and politicly. He was 

enũble no doubt that ſummum jus was ſumma in Vuria; and 

lat ſome laws were better kept in the breach than in the 
erformance.“ An odium ſtill awaited the exertion. of ri- 

prous juſtice, and to render it reſpected it muſt be made 

eutle. As to the matter then in the contemplation of the 

Houſe, he had not a doubt about the propriety of opening 

he doors to ſtrangers; conſidering it either as the channel of 
{formation to the conſtituents of the members, or as a 

kbool for the inſtruction of youth, Nay, as the ſource of 
formation and amuſement to the ladies, it was a matter of 

ery ſerious concern, and ought not to be done a and 

ported with at pleaſure. 

Mr. /yner thought, that wivle every member had it in his Mr. Fyner, 
over to order the ftrangers to withdraw, whenever it might 
e inconvenient for them to re main, either from. want of 
vom or from ſecret buſineſs on the tapis; ; there is no need 
af taking away the right entirely. 

General Conway ſpoke a few words to the impropriety of Gen. c 
0 hutting up the door; and as a proof that it was not one in- #9: 
xMidual alone that ſuffe: red from news-paper expoſure, he 
h rentioned one falſchood aſſerted of himſelf, which he 
M ughed at and. deſpiſed. | 
Colonel 
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Col. Lut- 
trell. 


Col. Barre. 


14. George 
Germaine. 


Mr. Fox. 


told, that the papers were not here, that they were not there 


; Sen. Con- 


Mr. | Bailey. 


vatecers. He ſaid, his reaſons for calling for theſe pape 


— 
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Colonel Luttrell owned, that the honourable gentlema 
Mr. Burke's arguments, had ſtaggered and influenced h 
former judgment, and he was now convinced, it would b 
odious to carry the order to its rigour. He therefore pa 
ſed from his retolution. Wo 

Ajourned to February 2. hell 

February 2. 

Colonel Barre and Mr. Burke, defired to know if ani 
other papers were intended to be laid before the Houſe, j 
conſequence of the ſeveral motions made and agreed to þ 
the Houſe, both before and ſince the receſs ; particular! 
whether any inſtructions to generals, governors, &c. we! 
intended to conſtitute any part of the information, 

Lord George Germaine ſaid, that all the papers ordered h 
the Houſe from his office were given in, and, as far as 
knew, were now on the table. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, this was a very ambiguous anſwer to a an 
ry fair queſtion put to the noble Lord. Reſponſibility w. 
ſhifted one minute, official knowledge the next. The pe 
ſons applying for this or that ſpecies of information we 


This bore, in his opinion, a very ſuſpicious appearance, ] 
ſuch a maſs of uncertainty and chicane, he expected howe 
ver, let the papers he what they might, perfect or imperfect 
that they would all, without exception, be produced. 
General Comway ſupported, as a profeſſional man, the ſen 
timents of his hononrable friend, He obſerved, that th 
accounts of the Heſſian corps were either imperfect or total 
ly omitted. He inſtanced in particular, the affair of Red 
Bank, in which the Heſſians, under the command of tha 
gallant, but unſucceſsful officer, Colonel Donop, had ſuffere 
a moit ſevere lofs ; many lives had been loſt, and much bloc 
ſpilt, yet no account of the loſs, or fatal ſlaughter, had ap 
peared in the returns on the table. : 
Mr. Hailey moved, that a copy of the addreſs and petitio 
from the council and aſſembly of Jamaica might be laid be 
fore the Houſe, with the minutes taken by the aſſembly, re 
ſpecting the diſtreſſes that iſland ſuffered from American pri 


oh this nation was at a vaſt exMl V 


were, to ſhew, that althoug 


pence in ſending a large ſquadron to its colonies, they re u. 

ceived very little benefit from it, except that of convoys e 

for that the admirals employed the men of war chiefly ct 

cruizing for prizes, to enrich themſelves, without paying 1 | 
ea 
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it regard to any complaints from the inhabitants, of the 
mage they daily receive on the coaſt, and in their very 
orts, from privatcers ; and it would alto appear, by theſe 
znutes, that the admiral had declared, in a letter there ſet 
th, that he had acted according to orders he had received 
om the miniſtry, which orders he ſhould implicitly obey : 
tete being his very words. He obſerved, that though mi- 
iſtry had not attended to the protection of that very diſtreſ- 
d iſland, yet they did not appear at all unmindful of their 
un private intereſt; for he found that, within theſe few 
zeks, Lord George Germaine had given his aid de camp, at 
je battle of Minden, or his brother Colonel Smith, the com- 
und of a fort in that iſland, worth 1000), a year, which, to 
knowledge, was now hawked about town to be rented to 
he higheſt bidder. He alfo remarked, that the noble Lord 
ad appointed a Maſter Sackville Germaine to a much more 
wfitable place there, that of rece1ver-general of the whole 
land; and this, he ſaid, was an office of more profit and 
uſt than perhaps the Houſe was aware of; for, beſides an 
owance of five per cent. on all the public money raiſed, 
hich was ſeldom leſs than fifty or fixty thouſand pounds a 
tar, there were {till other advantages, and often excefhve 
uſes ; that therefore he, as. a proprietor of ſome property 
that iſland, could not help feeling himſelf rather uneaſy ; 
r, whatever abuſe might be committed, it would be ve 
fcult to call an officer to any account, who had ſuch po- 
erful friends here to defend him; befides, that all the pa- 
tees of places in the colonies never failed to join their in- 
reſt in defending each other's place, in caſe of complaints; 
d thoſe were wili known to be a very powerful body, both 
the Houſe and out of it. | 

After ſome debate, the motion was agreed to, 


The following is a copy of the addreſs and petition, 


Jamaica. ff. 
To the King's meſt excellent Majeſiy in Council, 
The humble Addreſs and Petitien of the Council and Aſſembly ef 
Jamaica. 

Moſt gracious Sovereign, | 
WE your Majefty's moit dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
uncil and aſſembly, beg leave moſt humbly to approach 
be royal preſence, to expreis our warmeſt attachment to your 
red perſon, and return our lincere thanks for your ro 
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ſty's paternal care of this iſland, by continuing a LieutenanWMor 
I Governor to preſide over us, who is juſtly endeared to e 
IH country by his zeal in your Majeſty's ſervice, and by his ab 
| lities, aſſiduouſly exerted, to fill every department of ad: 
| niftration, with advantage both to your crown and people, Mid 
| Permit us, Sire, humbly to lay at the feet of the thron 
| the defenceleſs ſtate of the commerce and ſea-coaſt of ti i 
| Hand, which for ſome time paſt has been expoſed to the iii 
ſults of your Majeſty's enemies, the American privateers, vl 
have not only taken ſeveral ſhips upon our coaſt, but haf 
dared to enter our ports, and cut out ſome veſſels from their 
| moorings in fight of the inhabitants; whereby many parts Wo 
| the iſland have been much diſtreſſed, and the coaſts expoſed il 
continual alarm, We therefore, with that confidence white 
| we entertain from your Majeſty's attention to the intereſt al 
| petitions of your people, in every part of your dominionfiftic 
| moſt humbly and earneftly pray, that your Majeſty will Wi 
| 
| 


iouſly pleaſed to order the commander of your Mzjeitylihey 
- 1quadron on this ſtation, to keep a ſufficient number of arm le 
veſſels conſtantly cruizing about this iſland, for the protect bei 
of the coaſt and trade thereof; or to direct ſuch other th 
medy for our 3 as your Majeſty ſhall, in your roylihai 
wiſdom, think neceſſary. 
_ That the Supreme Direftor of all events may long preſer 5 
| your Majeſty, and all the royal family, in the full enjoymeWike 
of every felicity ; and that there never may be wanting et 
Prince of the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover to reign over tt 


whole Britiſh empire, is the ardent wiſh and prayer of yo 
Majeſty's loyal Council and Aſſembly, animated by the me 
zealous attachment to the beſt off Kings, the father and pr 

tector of a grateful and affectionate people. 

Paſſed the Aſſembly this 21/8 

day of November, 1777. (Signed) P. PENNOCK, Spraidiſerpe 

0 Paſſed the Cauncil this 21/4 | | : 
day of November, 1777. (Signed) RD. LEwinG, Clerk (uf 
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Mr. Fer. Mr. Fix, after a gentcel apology for the trouble he was nen 
ing to give the. Houle, and his own perſonal good-fortune of 
having his audience reduced, * being perſuaded he ſhould ne 

have anſwered the great expectations which had brought thqrev 
there, ſtated the motion he was going to make, and eme 
grounds of it, in the following, but much more full, corre 
elegant and energetic manner. -Sir, I mean to- day to enWfron 

O as! 


* The Houſe was cleared. V 


% 


* 


1. 1778. LS ACT E |. 


nanMWhealy into the ſmall part of the buſineſs, which J hope will un- 
ergo the confideration of this Committee, a Committee, Sir, 
pointed for the important purpoſe of confidering the pre- 
ent ſtate of the nation, I muſt, however, beg not to be con- 
fdered as the mover in this momentous concern; the nation 


roncalls for this enquiry, and J am only one inſtrument in the 


ringing it about. What J have to beg of the Houle, is not 
v mix this day's buſineſs with any thing that has paſſed be- 
ore, but to go plainly and directly to the buſineſs, to con- 
der what is the actual ſtate of this country, and how Great- 
Iritain can be ſaved from the critical fituation in which it 
ww ftands.--- And in conſidering the ſubject, I would wiſh 


ts 

ed Nil gentlemen would agree with me at leaſt ſo far, in diveſting 
hi hem ſelves of all former opinions, of all favourite ideas, and 
tall prejudices that may have been contracted, and take 
nonitem up again only as they are the reſult of the preſent en- 
ill Wuiry, and the fair deductions from the information now con- 


eyed to the Houſe,---I would wiſh gentlemen to forget 
err enmities and animoſities, and conſider themſelves nei- 
her as friends nor enemies to America, nor that countr 
ather with love or hatred, but regard it with a calm and dit. 
aſſionate mind, as a part, and a very conſiderable part, of the 
bntiſh empire. | 

Sir, the method J had chalked out to myſelf, as the moſt 


kely way to bring men to a right underſtanding of the ſtate 
no ei the nation, and to ſhew what conduct it is our intereſt in 
r tMſuture to maintain, was to ſtate facts as they appear from 
vote papers on the table; firſt with reſpect to the army: that 
mon the years 1774, 5, 6 and 7, there was ſuch an army, con- 


Iſing of ſo many thouſand men, and that ſuch and ſuch ope- 
ations were performed; I ſhould, ſecondly, ſtate the impoſh- 
bility of encreaſing that army; and, thirdly, the enormous 
txpence that is already incurred. 

The reſources in men and money thus failing, us, the con- 
luhon naturally is, that there muſt be ſome {ſort of negotia- 
on, and in this part of the buſineſs I cannot too much la- 
nent my motion for papers relating to what has already 
aſſed on this ſubject was rejected. This would have enabled 
ie Houſe to judge of the impediments that have hitherto 
prevented ſuch negotiations from taking place, and to provide 
bme adequate remedy. After having ſtated theſe facts, and 
wn this concluſion, which, I think, may fairly be deduced 
rom them, I ſhall go retroſpectively, and ſhew that the war 


us been miſmanaged, even on the principles of thoſe who 
Yor. VI. - UV u undertook 
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muſt have been ſome radical error in the government of it 


all the troubles that have ſince followed; every body know 


you, when the very act you was then doing made tho! 
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undertook it. It will be then a proper time to look back 
and ſee to what our want of ſucceſs has been owing, as I be 
lieve I may lay it down as an incontrovertible axiom, that 
when a country falls, within the ſhort ſpace of a few years 
from the very higheſt pinnacle of glory to which any country 
either in antient or modern times, ever arrived; that there 


though at the ſame time I will allow, that if it ſhould tur 
out there is a radical error, it is not of itſelf a proof of the 
cruminality of miniſters, I am inclined to think, that there 
has been a radical error in carrying on the war at all, and 
hkewiſe that there have been errors equally great in the con 
duct of it. Sir, I ſhall not now enter into any more of the 

roceedings relative to America, than is neceſſary to ſhew thi 
immediate ſteps which have brought us into our preſen 
fituation, Without diſcuſſing the various queſtions whict 
have been for many years agitated in Parliament, I ſhall tak 
up the meaſures relative to America in the year 1774, whet 
the riots at Boſton firſt called for the attention of thi 
Houſe ; papers were indeed called for and granted, bu 
there were ſome things that tended that year to ſhut the eye 
of miniſters upon the true ſtate of that country, and the tru 
intereſt of this, which was to ptevent, rather than ſtimulate 
and increaſe the general diſcontents in the colonies ; ever 
body muſt allow, the agreement with the Eaſt-India Com 
pany was a moſt unfortunate one, and the immediate ſource 0 


what happened. Here began a capital miſtake of the mi 
niſtry; they miſtook a ſingle province for a whole continent 
they- miſtook the Maſlachuſett's-Bay for the American em 
pire. Virginia, a colony no leſs jealous of its rights, no 
leſs warm in its aſſertion of them, was entirely forgot; 1 
was not thought poſhble that any other colony ſhould unit 
with the Maſſachuſetts ; now whoever fights againſt ten men 
and thinks he 1s coritending only with one, will meet witl 
much more difficulties than if he was aware of the forc 
brought againſt him; for I believe I may lay it down as al 
undoubted maxim in politics, that every attempt to cruſh al 
inſurrection with means inadequate to the end, foments in 
ſtead of ſuppreſſing it. The caſe here was, you took a gre: 
object for a ſmall one, you took thirteen provinces for one 
and not only that, but imagined the other twelve were wi 


twelve equally hoſtile; for another misfortune at this tim 
: wa 
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ras the taking a violent ſtep againſt the town of Boſton: if 
\merica was not before ſufficiently united in a determined 
fiſtance to the claims of this country, this made all America 
ambined ; they were all from that moment united with the 
vyn of Boſton, which might have been before the object of 
e jealouſy of the reſt. Another miſtake was the alteri 

de government of the province of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, 
hereas the acts of all the other colonies, as well as this, 
plainly ſhewed it was not the form of government in that pro- 
ince, that occaſioned the commotions there, becauſe other 
rovinces, which depended more on the Crown, and which 
ure the appellation of royal governments, were not leſs 
arly or leſs vigorous in their oppoſition and refiftance,--- 
Now, Sir, if the form of this government was not itſelf the 
auſe of the troubles in that country, then the alarm given by 

e alteration of that government was certainly a — capital 
niſtake, becauſe it gave the whole continent reaſon to think 
nd to fear, that they had no ma in the permanency of 
heir government, but that it was liable to be altered or ſub- 
erted at our pleaſure on any cauſe of complaint, whether real 
r ſuppoſed ; their natural jealouſies were awakened ; by the 
kme reaſoning, the governments of the other colonies, tho? 
nuch more dependent on the Crown, might be rendered en- 
rely deſpotic, and they were all from thence taught to con- 
der the town of Boſton, as ſuffering in the common cauſe, 
jd that they might very ſoon ſtand in need of that aſſiſtance 
which they were now lending to that unfortunate town. 

But there was another circumſtance which tended to miſ- 
kad the Houſe, and for which the miniſters and not the 
Houſe were entirely to blame, and this was the partial man- 
er in which they laid papers before the Houſe ; they laid 
he accounts of facts, but no opinions of people upon the {pot 

to the extent of the refiſtance, the temper of the people, or 
yy other circumſtance concerning it, Now, Sir, if men are 
ndued with paſſions, if they are not mere machines, knowin 
acts is knowing nothing, without knowing the ſprings an 
bdotives from whence ſuch actions proceeded. Suppoſe, for 
aſtance, a perſon in a diſtant country had no other way of 
aging of the temper of this Houſe, and of the motives of 
heir conduct, but from the printed votes of this Houſe, Sir, 
[Here a great laugh] could ſuch a man form any judgment of 

ereaſons why ſuch a line of conduct was approved, and 

y ſuch a one was rejected? Sir, it would be ridiculous in 
lie extreme to ſuppoſe it. Now, Sir, I will venture to affirm, 

F | that 
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contents of which every body knows. The principal purpo 


is, every man leſs violent than the moſt violent, had nothin 
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that this Houſe waz not in the year 1774 informed of thi 
ſpirit of oppoſition there was in America, and of their preju 
ices againſt taxation. If they had, I ſhould hope they woul, 
have thought it wite, if not juſt, to have applied ſuch reme 
dies as might have healed rather than irritated the diſtemper 
But inſtead of any thing of this ſort, other bills were 1mmediatel 
paſt ſhewing that all was of a hoſtile nature, and that nothing 
was to be expected from this country but coercion and puniſh 
ment, particularly the act, as it is called, for the more impac{W* 
tial adminiſtration of juſtice; I mean the act for ſending oye 
perſons to be tried here in England. This gave the idea of WM" 
great and effective army, and as a proviſion for the conſe 
quences of much bloodſhed and ſlaughter. And after al 
what an army was ſent ? As that act excited terror as well a 
indignation at our injuſtice, ſo the army that was ſent excited 
their deriſion, without at all leſſening their reſentment, [ 
taught them to deride the power of this country, as much: 
they abhorred its injuſtice. But as if all this was not ſuff 
cient to irritate and provoke, the Quebec act was paſſed, th 


of this act was to form a great intereſt in Canada, to be 
perpetual check upon the ſouthern provinces, and to keep the 
in awe ; it was conſidered in this light in America, and wa 
held up by the violent party in America, as a ſpecimen e 
the form of government that might be introduced and eſta 
bliſhed in every part of that continent. Hardly any man affe 
ter this would ſay a word in favour of the Britiſh legiſlature 
every remaining friend to government, as he was called tha 


to ſay in favour of the good intention of the mother country re 
After this act paſſed, it put an unanſwerable argument in ther 
mouths of all parties, that the intentions of Great. Brita 
were vindicti ve in the extreme. The makers of the Quebe 
act, whoever they were, thus became the friends to the vio ie 
lent party in America. If they had not thus ſeaſonably inter 
poſed, there was a chance of America's being divided, or? 
leaſt of there being different degrees of reſiſtance in its colo 
nies. This made them all not only more firmly united, b 
equally zealous and animated, equally determined to go H 


lengths rather than ſubmit, Now, Sir, the paſſing of th: orc 


act at that time had the ſame effect that, for inſtance, the re Bu 
peal of the teſt act would have had in King William's time th 
for however great a friend I am to univerſal toleration, Ne 
ſhould certainly have been againſt it at that time, becauſe ace 

54 woull 
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duld have diſobliged one party, more than it would have 
rved another; it would have joined a great body of Tories 
the enemies of the Revolution, which were already ſuffi- 
ently numerous, From the moment, Sir, this Quebec a& 
aſſed, there was only one party in America; it ſtopt the 
jouths of the moderate party, if any ſuch were ſtill left. 
Another extraordinary idea, Sir, was at this time taken 
p, namely, that the coercive acts paſſed in that ſeſſions would 
zecute themſelves ; the only argument in favour of the mi- 
iter on this head is, that they thought the army there ſuffi- 
tently ſtrong to enforce the execution of theſe acts. This is 
other inftance in which the Parliament confided abſolutely 
miniſters, as I allow muſt ſometimes be the caſe; it may 


t be fit on all occaſions for Parliament to know, while an 


portant buſineſs is in execution, every ſtep and every par- 
cular 3 there muſt be a certain degree of confidence repoſed 
minifters, that confidence was repoſed here, and miniſt 

re therefore anſwerable if it ſhould appear that they have 
buſed it, ---Sir, in 1775, Miniſters began to be afraid, that 
pre ill conſequences might follow; they then found, for 
e firſt time, that the cauſe of Boſton was the cauſe of Ame- 
a; they therefore paſſed more laws, and ſent out a capital 
inforcement with three able generals. The Americans, on 
te other hand, became ſtill more united; the name of a par- 
was however ſtill kept up, and notwithſtanding all the vio- 
it meaſures of this country, and the armies that were ſent 
it for the purpoſe of ſupporting the friends of government, 
ke Tories, as they were called, and puniſhing the Whigs, 
t the Tories ſuffered more than the Whigs, their friends 
pre than their enemies.---But as if all this was not enough 


exaſperate and to prove they had no reſource left but in 
f-defence, we rejected, before the end of the ſeſſions of 


175, the petition from New- Vork, drawn up in the moſt af- 
Honate and reſpectful terms that could be, conſidering the 
ate of the conteſt ; this was the laſt effort of the moderate 
uty, your own friends, who were told, on the news going 
ck to America: ©* You ſee what dependence is to be put 
Great-Britain ; how will ſhe treat us, when ſhe has thus 
rated you?“ Sir, a few weeks before the arrival of the re- 
forcement, the civil war began. Then followed the battle 
( Bunker's-Hill. This ought at leaſt to have been a leſſon 
the miniſtry, that America was unanimous and deter- 
ned to put every thing at ſtake. —Sir, there is one circum- 


ace I omitted to mention in its place, and that is the con- 
ciliatory 
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ciliatory propoſition of the noble Lord; I need not go int 
this now, it has been often conſidered, and without ſay ing an 
thing more about it at this time, I will only ſay what eve 

body muſt allow, that this Houſe was left to judge of t 

quantum, which was one of the very principal objectio 
urged by the Americans, that they did not know how far th 
claim of ours might extend; it was in fact not only aſſert; 

the right, but eſtabliſhing it in pratice—Now, Sir, I be 
leave to ſtop here for a moment, and aſk this queſtion, Doe 
any man ſeriouſly think it better to give up America alt 
gether, unleſs we can exerciſe the right of taxation in the un 
controuled and unlimited manner in which we claim it? 

Mr. Fox then ran over the various operations of the arm 
in America, after the arrival of the troops their bein 
+ hy wa up in Boſton, to their being obliged ultimately to lea 
uf, AC... 

And then deſcribed the conduct of America, What, fay 
he, was the language of America at this time? They ſend 
petition to this country, couched in the moſt reſpe&ful term 
diſclaiming every idea · of independence, which had been, intl 
courſe of the preceding ſeſſions, objected to their conduct, an 
defiring no conceſſion that would be in the leaſt diſhonourab 
to the mother country, but ſupplicating his Majeſty that h 


would be pleaſed to point out ſome mode. 


How was this petition received, and what was the anſwer 
All that was ſaid, was, To this petition no anſwer will b 
given. But the miniftry gave out, the petition was all 
tarce, the Americans want independence. If this had bee 
really the caſe, which I in my conſcience do not believe w: 
the caſe at that time, what occaſion was there for ſaying ſo 
Why not have tried the experiment, and by this means ha 
ſhewed to all the world the unreaſonableneſs of your enemie 
and your own moderation? Suppoſe, for mftance, you ha 
been treating with Lewis XIV. who, every body allow 
aimed at univerſal monarchy ; ſuppoſe you had been treatin 


with him about a petty town in Flanders, would you have to 


him; Ay, it is impoſſible to treat with you, you aim at uni 
verſal monarchy, you never mean to give up this town, fe 


you'll not be contented till you get them all. But, Sir, lea 


of all ſnould this have been objected by thoſe who ſay the go 
vernment have a great party in America; that the friends! 
Britiſh government are ſtill numerous and powerful there 
theſe arguments militate againſt each other. If independenc 


was a popular pretenſion in America, why ſhould * 
n - ay 
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je unneceſſarily diſclaimed it? Yes, but it is ſaid, it was 
ant to deceive America---why, then if it was neceſſary to 
ive America, ſhe did not mean independence, otherwiſe 
vould have been deceiving her into the belief of a thing, 
ich ſhe did not approve. But if America was averſe to 
kependence, was it not worth while to try pacific mea- 
8s? 

lnſtead however, Sir, of any thing of this ſort, a change of 
miniſtration at this time took place, which plainly ſhewed 
tre was no chance left but in war; and now, for the firſt 
me, Sir (Lallowit) real vigorous meaſures were adopted 
ewhole force of this country was to be exerted, every 
me was to be ſtrained, The firſt event however, of this 
mpaign, I mentioned it before, was General Howe's being 
ove out of Boſton ; and now, Sir, only to ſhew the verſati- 
of ſome people, and as one inſtance how ready men who 
ned all theſe calamities, are to adapt themſelves to the un- 
runate conſequences of their own conduct, as ſoon as the 
vs came over of General Howe's evacuating Boſton, they 
ncratulated each other on the event, they were glad of it, 
was a lucky ſtep, though, by the bye, there is ſtill the 
rateſt reaſon to believe, it was matter of neceſſity, not of 
vice. 55,000 men had been voted ; Sir William * ar- 
was compleatly reinforced. Every body knows what paſſed. 
e makes himſelf maſter of Long-Iſland; he takes New- 
lock, &e. &c. Here were two or three battles gained, here 
s a ſort of victory, though not an abſolute extinction of the 
emy's army. What followed ? All promiſes of taking the 
ment of victory for propoſing terms of accommodation 
re forgot. But this was the moment in which the Ameri- 
us declared themſelves independent ſtates. Did this look 
nie a termination of the conteſt ? If it did, there was a cir- 
Inſtance that paſſed in the latter end of the year 1776, 
m which you might at laſt have learnt it was impoſſible to 
tluce them by mere force, I mean the affair at Trenton. 
e ſudden manner in which this army was gathered toge- 
ni er, the tucceſs that attended it from the nature of the 
untry, plainly ſhewed it was impoſſible entirely to reduce 
calm. But to ſhew the deafneſs of adminiſtration to every 


goof of the true diſpoſition of America, and to ſhew likewiſe 
st e uniform conduct of gentlemen on this fide of the Houle, 
re notion was made in the latter end of the year 1776 for a 


ocMiifion of the laws by which the Americans might think 
ric yauelves aggrieved, Fo reviſe the acts that had been paſſed 


was 


335 
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was ſurely as gentle a word as could be made uſe of, and i A 
deed was the expreſſion made uſe of by the, commiſſoneMic 
themſelves in a proclamation they iſſued in America. I ner 
not ſay, Sir, this motion was, for various reaſons, but witer 
out one ſolid argument, rejected. | We 
Sir, as to the events of the laſt campaign I ſhall ton M 

them very ſlightly. It is ſufficient to ſay, no decihve ſtro ub 
has been given. We have got poſſeſſion of three towns ii in 
ſtead of one, but of no more extent of country than is j 
within a ſmall circuit round thoſe towns, With regard 
General Burgoyne's expedition, I will only ſay, that 
failed. The expedition itſelf is of ſuch a dye that it deſery 
a ſeparate conſideration. It ſhould be reſerved to itſelf, 

Sir, after having paſſed reſolutions concerning the vario 
facts and events during the period I have been deſcribing, u 
Houſe will naturally form an opinion concerning their futy 
conduct, and J ſhall then aſk whether any man can imagit 
it is poſſible to go on with an offenſive war? If it ſhould a 
pear, that all means are inadequate to the conquering the 
and that the having gone on ſo far has ſhaken the credit oft 
nation, more than it was ſhaken at the end of a fix year 
war with France, then it will be for the Houſe to conſid 
what is to be done 1n the preſent moment : it ſeems to 
that the inference will be, that force alone is not ſufficie 
and that we muſt call in negotiation to its aid. But, $i 
this is a ſubſequent conſideration. Another queſtion lik 
wiſe with regard to the alliances of this country. If it ſhi 
appear that we are ſtrong in alliances, then it is very true 
may venture ſomewhat further than we might otherwiſe ve 
ture. This is a very proper thing to be conſidered, 

Sir, I ſet out with acquainting the Houſe, that I meant t 
day to begin with a very ſhort part of the buſineſs ; it is o 
ly to draw an inference from the papers on the table, that 
the preſent fituation of things it will be very imprudent 
ſend any more troops out of the kingdom. The peace eſt 
bliſhment of troops in Great-Britain has been 17, 000. No 
Sir, I don't mean by what [I ſay to approve of that cſtabil 


ment. I think it too high; but ſuch it has been of late year 7 
17,009 for Great-Britain; 12,000 for Ireland; 3500 ii 

Gibraltar, and 2300 for Minorca. Theſe make altogeth e 
34800. This is the eſtabliſhment in times of protout ena 
peace. But various reaſons conſpire to make us apprehenfie'* 
of war; the conduct of France, the ftate of public cred A 
his Majeſty's ſpeech at the opening of the ſeſſions is alone fu = 


facie 
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fcient to prove there is the greateſt reaſon to prepare for a fo- 
rign war. Now, Sir, if 34,000 men are neceſlary to be kept 
wp in time of peace, I think no gentleman can be of opinion, 
xe ſhould have leſs than that number at the preſent moment. 
Mr. Fox then ſhewed very clearly from the papers on the 
table, that the number of the troops now in Great-Britain, 
ncluding the officers, non- effective, &c. did not exceed 
15,000 ; in Ireland 8000, in Gibraltar and Minorca 5000 
þ that there was now an actual deficiency of the peace- eſtab- 
iſhment 6000. I think, Sir, it appears from this it would 
e madneſs to part with any more of our army. As to the 
ew levies, I don't now conſider whether the levying them 
nithout the approbation of Parliament, be legal and conſti- 
tional ; that will be to be conſidered another day; but I 
peak now on a ſuppoſition of their being levied, And if they 
e, ſhould hope it is not intended, that the ſafety of this 
wuntry is to be left to their defence. | 

On the whole, Sir, it appears to me that if gentlemen are 
dot blind, they will ſee the war is impracticable, and that no 
pod will come from force only; that the lives that 
ave been loſt, and the treaſures that have been waſted, have 
keen waſted to no purpoſe z that it is high time we ſhould 
bok to our own ſituation, and not leave ourſalves defenceleſs 


von an idea of ſtrengthening the army in America, when 
7 Witter all it will be leſs ſtrong than it was laſt year, which pro- 
ni ced nothing deciſive, or in the leaft tending to compleat 


queſt, 

Mr. Fox concluded with moving, That an humble ad- 
Ireſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be graci- 
uy pleaſed to give orders, that no more of the old corps be 
knt out of the kingdom.“ | 

No anſwer was made. | 

The queſtion was called for, and the Houſe divided ; For 
be queſtion, 165; Againſt it 259. 
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Sir 1 Cler ke ſaid, if he was as well convinced 
ty and good policy of continuing the American 

war, as the moſt zealous friend to adminiſtration appeared to 
be, he would not fit there and conſent to meaſures to carry ii un 
on, which he thought were totally ſubverfive of the funda 
mental principles of the conſtitution, He had been ever 
taught to think, that freedom and a ſecurity of property were 
bleffings which an Engliſhman enjoyed in a much greate; 
degree than the inhabitants of any other country. He there en 
fore could never perſuade himſelf to think, there was a powei en 
in the crown to raiſe an army in this country, to any exten 
it pleaſed, without the previous communication and aſſent o 
Parliament. That power which could raiſe a thouſand, mig er 
raiſe an hundred thouſand; and then that liberty which we ne 
much boaſt of, which was obtained by the blood of our an 
ceſtors, which we with to tranſmit to our poſterity, become ce 
at once a name only, a phantom, and an empty ſhadow ; fon 
whenever a bad King aſcended the throne, it would be in hi 
power to take it away from us. He thanked God we had 
good King, we were in no danger at preſent; but it was ou 
duty to guard againſt evils, which might ariſe hereafter, H 
referred to the preamble of the mutiny act, which ſays, the c: 
the King: ſhall not raiſe an army in time of peace. He leffider 
the Houſe to decide, whether this was war or not. Hoſt 
thought himſelf, a revolt of the colonies three thouſand mil 
diſtant, could hardly be called a war here. He knew, he ſaiqqq de 
he ſhould be told, that no danger could be incurred to th 
ſtocks from ſuch a power being in the hands of the crown: | 
for though the King might raiſe an army, the Parliamengſhou 
muſt pay them; without which affiftance they could not hayſittle 
any effect. That being admitted, he thought a very dangero 
method had now been adopted, by encouraging private ſue 
{cription, to be diſpoſed of according to the direction of t 
crown; by which means an army might be raiſed and paid; nac 
and the Parliament deprived of the _— power, which ere 
was the great ſecurity of the liberty of the ſubject. In Mas! 
preſent caſe, with the help of thoſe quick ſubſcriptiens, a lar. 
Scotch army might have marched to Derby, without ParſWuch 
liament being acquainted that ſuch an army exiſted in Heat 
kingdom. ON EW ler t 
He ſaid, the ſpecies of army was liable to great exceptioſſcen 
in a conſtitutional light; it was too national. Nine or tee th 
thouſand men, all of any one country, was very exceptionab ent. 
He wiſhed to avoid national reflections, but he thought to lad! 


| gre 


ins. nr 


at a partiality was ſhewn to the people of Scotland. The 
oble Lord | meaning Lord North] had ſaid, will you punith 
je children of the fathers unto the third and fourth genera- 
on? He ſaid, by no means. Bur he could not think that 
joſe who on former occaſions, had ſhewn no good-will to 
is country, were of all others the moſt fit to be truſted, 
e was ever averſe to puniſhments, but could diſtinguifh be- 
reen Very uncommon benefits which were now conferred on 
dem, and puniſhments, When he conſidered the appoint- 
ent in a military view, it appeared to him an impoſition on 
he public, and an injury to the army. Rank has been given 
pofficers in a moſt unprecedented manner; gentlemen have 
ren appointed to command regiments with the rank of Co- 
mel, who never were in the ſervice before, to the great injury 
nd diſcouragement of all the officers in the army. If it was 
xceſſary to give ſuch advantages, he thought that there were 
any young people of noble families in this country, who 
kad with great zeal and ſpirit engaged in the ſervice, who had 
bffered hardſhips and inconveniencies, and riſqued their lives 
a foreign country. He thought they had at leaſt as good 
title to ſach preference, as thoſe who had obtained it; and 
e could not help ſaying, he wiſhed they had been ſo con- 
kdered, as thoſe who were moſt intereſted in the ſtate, were 
boſt likely to take proper care of it. If the army wanted an 
ugmentation, the moſt ceconomical as well as uſeful method 
p do it, was to augment your old corps. The companies 
hich now conſiſt of only fifty- five, ought to be encreaſed to 
ne hundred, as was done in the laſt war; by which means 
ou added only one ſubaltern officer, and i made 
little addition to the half- pay lift. It was not neceſſary for 
ny man to be an officer to diſcover that three hundred men, 
uded to an eſtabliſhed corps, will much ſooner be made good 
bdiers, than a number of raw undiſciplined men together, all 
Inacquainted with arms. He could not help obſerving, that 
here was one gentleman who had a regiment given him, who 
as taken from the Swediſh ſervice, and never was in our ar- 
hy, He knew not what his pretenſions were, but he knew 
ſich an appointment muſt give great diſſatisfaction, and be a 
great injury to every officer now in the ſervice, who was un- 
fer the rank of Colonel. If ten new regiments were to have 
been raiſed, it would have been juſtice to have offered them 
b the ten oldeſt lieutenant-colonels in the army. He would 
enture to ſay, that they would any of them not only have 
Yadly embraced the offer of raiſing regiments on the terms 
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Lord Narr. 


rigen. 
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Mr. Dur- 
thing. 
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now given to the preſent gentlemen, but have given ſevera 
thoufand pounds each for he opportunity : for the appoint 
ment of the officers to a whole regiment now given them, is 
worth a very large ſum of money, if the commiſſions ' ar 
fold, and he did not expect many preſents would be made 
- He Shot make, he ſaid, many more objections, but he had 
troubled the Houſe too long already; he would only there 
fore, before he ſat down, enter his proteſt againſt every part 
of the appointment. 

Lord Barrington ſaid, after adminiſtration had heard of 
the diſaſter which happened to the army, under General Bur 
goyne, they turned their thoughts to the deviſing the moſt 
ſpcedy and effectual means for augmenting our torces, pre 
pardtory to the next campaign; and an offer having bee 
made by ſeveral reſpectable individuals and others, without 
any application whatever, on the part of miniſters, it wa 
thought prudent to accept of thoſe offers. Mancheſter 
and ſome other trading towns took an carly part, as well a 
ſome noblemen and gentlemen from the northern parts of the 
kingdom; the Highlands in particular diſtinguiſhed itſelf 
where bis Lordihip particularly obſerved, the women are mor 
fruitful than the ſoil, He ſaid, there could be no occaſion fo 
reminding the Houſe, tat ſeveral regiments, independent com 
panies, and corps, were raiſed there the late war, when tuc 
- great miniſters preſided in this country. One in this Houſe 
and one in the other, That great man, Lord Hardwick 
then aſſiſted in the councils of this country, and he high. 

approved of procuring men from that part of the kingdom 
and if a contrary opinion had prevailed, he was ſatisfied 
that our armies could never have been recruited, nor ou 
ſucceſſes been ſo great or decifive, if it were t for the 


great reſources drawn from that country. As to the alluſion 


made by the honourable gentleman, of the colonel, who had 


ſerved in Sweden, he preſumed he pointed to Mr. Men 


zie, commonly called Lord M<Cleod, | fon to the late Lord 
| Cromartie, one of the rebel lords.) He had a regiment in 
the Swediſh ſervice, and the rank of general in it; conſe- 
guently he muſt have a regiment, or nothing. 
Mr. Dunning began with explaining the common law, as it 
ſtood before any mercenary ſoldiers were raifed, and kept u 
in time of peace, unleſs ſuch as were obliged to perform cer 
tain ſervices ariſing from the nature of their tenures, ane 
concluded with the mutiny act; in, the courſe of which in- 
veſtigation, he. proved that there was not the moſt faint 
colour 
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our of conſtitutional or ſtatute law, nor even of uſurped 
rerogative, for making levies without the conſent, and during 
he ſitting of Parliament. 

dir George Tonge ſaid, he was ſorry to find, that a greater Sir Org 
wt had been put of late years in Scotch ſoldiers and Scotch Tee 
kteſmen than in Engliſh. 

Mr. Attorney Generel, [Mr. Thurlow} in reply to Mr. _ 
Patning, reſted his arguments on precedents, He particu- "7 _— 
fly dwelt on what happened in 1745, of the ſubſcriptions 

t on foot at that time; and ſeveral others of a Gmilar na- 

re, during the late war. He faid, the Bill of Rights'law 
poke for itſelf, and was conditional; and the Mutiny Act 

25 regulating, not reſtrictive. If it was not, it would be 

ie moſt dangerous law that ever was enacted; for it muſt 
e conſtrued ſo as to tie up the King's hands, let the exi- 

encies of the times, or the neceſſities of tlie ſtate be what 
may. 

Mr. Fox contended, that the indubitable conſequence of Mr. Fox. 
Kalizing private donations for raiſing of troops, muſt cer= « 
znly Jo! 'ify the maintaining them, on grounds equally 

gent; for who could draw a line, or how was it poffible to 

bor whether the money was for the purpoſes it was pre- 
nded to be employed? In ſuch a caic, it would be in the 
Wer of a bad King and a bad Parliament to lay out the 
donc) thus raiſed as they might think proper, till the miſ- 

nef was ſo effectually completed as to be beyond remedy. 

Mr. Fan in a long ſpeech cauſed much mirch in the begin- Mr. Far. 
ing, and entertained the Houfe with a long compariſon be- 

reen Britain and Rome, America and Carthage, and con- 
ded with afferting, that whatever oppoſition might be in- - 
Indually without, they were, as a party, rank idcots within 
bors. He compared ſome of their leaders to Hannibal, and 
Wclicted their fate to be ſimilar to that famous General's, 

io vowed to the deſtruction of Rome, and who fell in the 
pious attempt. 

Mr. S9!1citor General | Mr. Wedderburne |] contended, that Mr. Solicitor 
1tributions really voluntary, were legal. „ OG 
Mr. Byng ſaid he was always ready to give every merit to Mr. Byng- 
de two learned gentlemen, who endeavoured to prove the 

gality of the meaſure ; but when they forgot their profeſ- 
on fo far as to attempt to explain away not only the import, 
ut to contradict the letter of an unrepealed act of Parlia- 
dent, their authority, with him, however reſpectable it might 
ler to 9 was at end. He ſaid, he 3 after 
op fixtcen 


-. 
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other douceur to ten times the amount, then ſurely it w 


E- Mr. Dun 


: Cromartie, who was ordered to be beheaded after the laſt re 


kingdom, but againft the lawful ſovereign, and in order 
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ſixteen years experience, but more particularly made viſib 
on the preſent occaſion, it would be no longer doubted, th 
the people born on the other fide of the Tweed had a pr, 
ference ſhewn to them, both in civil and military preferme 
but more eſpecially in the latter. He obſerved great ze 
had been imputed to thoſe who had ſubſcribed ; but he begge 
leave to differ as to the concluſion. He doubted not the fac 
that the ſubſcriptions were carried on with great zeal, hi 
what kind of zeal? A zeal for obtaining favours of varia 
kinds. One gentleman or perſon of diſtinction, ſubſcribe 
in expectation of future notice from the governing powe 
Another had a commiſſion in view for a ſon, a friend, or 
dependent. Then, as for the whole tribe of contraQors, & 
it might be eaſily gueſſed what their zeal proceeded fron Joul 
If one man ſubſcribes 200l. and by that obtains a compan 
he will pocket 600l. If a merchant or rich manufaQur 
ſubſcribes a like ſum, and. gets in return a contract, or an 


not be ſaid that he makes an unprofitable bargain. This 
the public ſpirit of the ſubſcription ; the real object of whi 
is, a job. He ſaid, if a perſon was to converſe. with tt 
gentlemen out doors, who conſtitute the preſent majority" 
they breathe nothing but ſentiments of peace and concili 
tion; but as ſoon as ever they are embodied within the f 
walls, they call out for war, coercion, and uncondition 
ſubmiſſion, He concluded with obſerving, that all w 
public ſpirtt in debate; but he did not hear that a ſing 
laceman in theſe times of exigency and public calamirgÞict 
Fad given up the emoluments of his place or office, in ord e 
to lighten the burdens of his country, adi 
Mr. T. Torunſbend was ſevere on the partiality ſhewn to HHN 
Scotch in every thing, and condemned, in a particular ma 
ner, the ſingular impropriety of calling upon an officer in 
foreign ſervice, and contrary to every rule of the profeſſio 
putting him over the heads of ſp deſerving a body of men? 
the lieutenant-colonels of the army, and thoſe gentlemen wh 
bore the rank of colonels, but had no regiments ; particular) 
when the perſon thus diſtinguiſhed, never bore arms in th 


overturn the conſtitution, | 

Mr. Dundas [Lord Advocate of Scotland] told the Houlqi 
that the officer mentioned to have been brought from taone 
Swediſh ſervice, was Lord M<Cleod, who was a ſon of Lor 


bellion 


TUO ESESSSS 
plion'; that this young man was alſoin the rebellion, being 
10 eighteen years old; that he had been pardoned, but 


ung his eſtate, Was obliged to live abroad ever fince. 
The queſtion being put, the committee divided; Ls 185. - 


es . 
7 Hbrinty o 4 TIE 5 
The fepert of the committee of ſupply ' for wen new We | 
Mr. Popham oppoſed'the bringing up the report, contend- Mr. 7 
g upon the law argument, that the manngr in which the 5 am. 
dops had been raiſed; was unconſtitutional and Illegal; 7 „ 
Mr. Turner ſpoke next, declaring that his life and fortune i Mr. Turners 
ld ever be devoted to his Majeſty's perſon and govern- 
ent, becauſe he thought it impoſſible that a, prince of the 
iſe of Hanover ſhould ever become hoſtile to liberty, or 
plate the laws and conſtitution in any ſhape, whateyer, _- 
Mr. Nbies thought the ſubſcriptions illegal, but, that the z Mr. Reus. 
bellion ought, to be quelled by any meadhs Whatever; he hy 
ould therefore vote for the 1upply of the ffir thou hd. 
fed againſt law, ö 
Mr. Wallace faid, that thov gb, to be ſure, it was ga Mr. Wal 
m for the King to ley Honey, yet it was Perfectly conſo- 7 Lace. 
nt to law for his Maj ly to get money levied tor him. 
Lord. Frederick Carp Tg maintained, that the lee: if Lora Fra. 
ls family were always thole of witgitin 1 ard” he thow bell. 
hſcriptions for quelling the "Ainricay Es baſic perfect 
dafiſted with Whigiſh principles wy 
Mr. Ae declared himfelt fatisfied of ch legality. of tack 
d(criptions, being, , as they were, purely yohihtzty 5 0 | 
ke's opinion was clearly in 0 n 45 ren T1 As, 
ading upon the ſtatute of Rich, ere "he x akes Wage 
Intion between yoluhtary anl. ge contributions, In, 
Kcba ter of Benevolences, AP had 10 0 PT taken, notice. | 
pot the commiſhon authorized' by h te % Cha, 2 2a. 
inch relied on by the other ſide, was ls > 04 fn n its N25 
, as appears by the 1. e re une der Hach con miffons nl in, 
tine! Charles I. and in particular by the a 
= then em by. Sir Toki Elliot. in his. "Famous eu done t 
from'the Ol Greg in 1036; 1 hat the ferms of 
Charle JI. prove compulſio for the words, * cupy MES. 
*m granted, are irregon( edle. daß ren T1 
WON, and are of mermlelteldec 
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Governor 


Fobnuſtone. 


judiced. | e particularly lamented, that ſo vaſt a proportio 
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nothing ;_ nor was the King ſure receivin a ſingle farthing 
under fen act of Stay * ; 

Governor 95 contended for the illegality of thier 
ſubſcription ; expatiated on the injuſtice t the old officers wut 
ſuſtain, by having o many young ones put over their heads 
and that in the ſame proportion, as the new levies were raiſed 
the recruiting ſervice, as to the old regiments; muſt be pre 


. - of theſe new ies was to be raiſed. in Scotland, becauſe fer 


country muſt be ſtripped of its moſt uſeful hands for Wien 


Ld. North. 


ture, and for COMMEerce. 
; Lord North conter xded, that the 18175 ſubſcriptions were 
no more than had 1 practiſed in all times of public 
emergency, bout Wang, in 1745, 2 and in 1759, in Mr. Pitt 
adtbikiftration, when the new levies were raiſed by private 
ſubſeription; and the ſubſcribers, inſtead of being treated a 
Violators of the law, were publicly and ſolemnly thanked bot 
the then miniſter, Lord C Chatham, and applauded by the 
public. He averred, that no influence whatſoever had bee 


3 uſed, but that, the offers all came as the 17 and ge rd 
©  nerous effuſions of love and loyalty to the King, and as en 


8. Gary? of their is to ſupport the | legiſlature. of Great 
Britain a ain ion in Ameri 
— 2 'Lir rH n e git h 9 to d en Moat it wat 
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th more correct fro: of James Second, „ Of 
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M4 rliament, fo1 1 7 very e of levying; the troops 

without. the 105 ference 0 Parlamepnt, in order to 
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yr in force, and had been treated as nnconſtitutional always, 
particularly in the reign of James the Firſt, when the King 
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Dempted to raiſe a ſubſcription in a manner exactly ſimilar 
iche preſent; namely, by ſending certain of his confidential 6 
ants to different parts of the kingdom to raiſe ſpontancoys i 
dd volutitary ſubſcriptions, unaccompanied with any cir- 


mſtance of force whatever. Mr. St. John, who was 
ticemed the beſt conſtitutional lawyer in the kingdom, and 
tfterwards' Lord Chief Juſtice, oppoſed thoſe' ſubſcriptions ." 
ih great vehemence, and declared, that the attempt to 

t money for the King's uſe in that way, was a breach of 

Is Majeſty's coronation oath, and an Abettiagz of perjury, 
alf thoſe who ſubſcribed. He ſaid it was a mark for a 
ne and a match for Richard the Second, Mr, 

. jo n was proſecuted in the Star Chamber, and acquitted ; 

þ that there is the judgment of the Star Chamber itſelf, the 

poſt arbitrary and the moſt tyrannous court. that ever exiſted, 

hat reſiſtance to ſuch ſubſcriptions, by any means, or in any, 
biruage, is not reprehenſible; which opinion they could 
erer have entertained, had they judged the ſubſcriptions 
temſelves to have been legal. "EE oe 
Mr. Gaſcoyne was entering into ſome perſonal invective Mr. Caſ- 
ninſt Sir William Meredith, but the Speaker ſtopped him, . 
hich Sir Willtam Meredith, in reply, ſaid he. was ſorry 


r; becauſe the more that honourable gentleman abuſed him, 


le better he thought of himſelf ; that the effuſions of his 
quence were incapable of the guilt of ſlander z they were, 
n the contrary, ſatisfactory and reputable. M_ 


The queſtion was called for, and the Ho ſe divided; for 
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breeing with the report 223, againſt it 130.“ 


the February 6. YT 
02 Mr. Burke moved, © That an humble addreſs be preſented to Mr. Burke. 
nt; Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give direc- 
er ons, that there be laid before this Houſe copies o all papers 


at have paſſed between any of his Majeſty's miniſters, and 
te generals of his armies in America, or any perſon acting 
br government in Indian affairs, relative to the military em- 
ſoyment of the Indians of Atnerica, in the preſent civil war, 
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commo ſerved, that queſtions 
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from the firſt of March, 1774, to the firſt day of January 
Mr. Burke began by obſerving, that one of the grand ob 


jects in the 725 855 into the ſtare of the nation, was the con, 
dition and quality of the troops employed in America, Tha 


an account of the King's regular forces, and thoſe of his Eu 
ropean allies, were upon the table. That hitherto no ac 
count had appeared of his irregular forces, thoſe in particula 
of his ſavage allies; although there had been great depen 
dence upon them, and that they were obtained at a great ex 
pence. That it was neceſſary to examine into this point 
becauſe an extention of their mode of making war had bee 
lately ſtrenuouſſy recommended. The prevailing idea was, tha 
in the next campaign, the plans hitherto purſued were to be 
abandoned ; and a war of diſtreſs and intimidation was tt 
take place of a war of conqueſt, which had been found im 
| ._ - _- | . 3 
He obſerved, that this mode of war had been hitherto tri 
ed upon a large ſcale; and the ſucceſs which hitherto had at 
tended it would beſt proye, how far it would be proper to ex 
tend ĩt to all our troops, and all our operations. That if it di 
not promiſe to be very deciſive, as a plan merely military, 1 


Could be attended with no collateral advantages to our repu 


* 
2 


* 


in hiſtory. 


enem 
4446} 
m 
2 


ation as a Ciyilized people, or to our policy in reconciling th 
minds of the colonies. to his Majeſty's government. 
| He then ſtated what a war by Indians was. That the faul 
of employ ing them did not conſiſt in their being of one co 
tour or another ; in their uſing one kind of weapon or ano 
ther ; but in their way of making war; which was ſo horri 
Ble, that it ſhocked not only the manners of all civilized peo 
ple, but far exceeded the ferocity of all barbarians mentionec 
That the Indians in North America never have but two prin 
cipal objects for going to war; the glory of deſtroying, or, whe! 
pportunity offered, of exterminating their enemies; the other 
which always depended on the former, the glory of procuring 
the greateſt number of ſcalps, which they hung up in thel 
hats as trophies of victory, conqueſt, and perſonal prowels 
much in the fame manner put i kettle-drums, and 


ted in public places in civilized nations, 1! 

token of ſome fignal.overthrow of a powerful and dangerau 

y. The kodjahs of America had no titles, fine-cure pla 

V or red ribbons, to be 
»w on thoſe who fignatized th 


fr 11 Þ 


1 * 1 95 
emſelves in the field; their re 
1 Ward 


of 
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eh, and the gratifications ariſing from torturing, mangling, 


ken repeated ſeveral inſtances of this diabolical mode of war, 
karcely credible, and, if true, improper to be repeated. 
He went largely into the proofs of this their mode of ma- 
ling war in all times. He proved, that they had not altered 
hat mode of making war; and that no poſſible means could 


Lngland 3 and ſhewed, that it had been the inevitable conſe- 
wence'of the connection of the two nations with the ſeveral 


pmparatively, great and powerful ſtates ; that alliances had 
ren formed with them, and all our affairs became neceſſarily 
tangled with theirs. But now no European nation but 
e Engliſh colonies remained in North America; and the 
wages were ſo reduced in number, that there was no neceſ- 
Ity of any connection with them as nations. They were on- 
formidable from their cruelty; and to employ them was 
merely to be cruel ourſelves in 3 perſons; and to become 
hargeable with all the odious and impotent barbarities, which 
3 certainly commit, whenever they were called in- 
action. | 

On all theſe points he dwelt a long time, explaining and il- 
utrating every particular with great clearneſs and preciſion. 
lle then conſidered the apologies which had been made for 
mploying them; ſuch as, iſt, That if his Majeſty had not 
employed them the rebels would; 2d, and that great care had 
teen taken to prevent the indiſcriminate murder of men, wo- 
ben, and children, according to their ſavage cuſtom, 3d, That 
hey were never employed but in the company of diſciplined 
troops, in order to prevent their irregularities.” _ 

To the firſt, he anſwered, that no proof whatever had been 
ren of the Americans having attempted an offenſive alli- 
ce with any one tribe of ſavage Indians, Whereas, the 
i nperfect papers already before that Houſe demonſtrated, that 
Mc King's miniſters had negotiated and obtained ſuch allian- 
es from one end of the continent of America to the other. 
[bat the Americans had actually made a treaty on the footing 
ue neutrality with the famous, Five Nations; which the 
i ling's miniſters had bribed them to violate, and to act offen- 


in a ſingle inſtance on the part of the King's miniſters to pro- 
| cure 


ads were generally received in human ſcalps, in human 


lping, and ſometimes eating their captives in war, He, 


revail on them to alter it. He then took a view of the em- 
loyment of theſe ſavages in the wars between France and 


adian tribes 5 who, on the firſt European ſettlements, were, 


fvely againſt the Colonies. That no attempt had been made 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. )0 
cure a heutrality. That if the fact had been that the Ame 
ricans had actually employed thoſe ſavages, yet the differenci 
of employing them againſt armed and trained ſoldiers, embo 
died and encamped, and employing them againſt the unarm 
ed and defenceleſs men, women, and children of a countr 
diſperſed in their houſes, was manifeſt ; and left thoſe wh 
attempted ſo inhuman and unequal 4 retaliation without ex 
cuſe. . 5 28 

To the ſecond defence, That. care had been taken tc 
prevent miſchief,“ he anſwered, that he did not doubt thy 
humanity of General Burgoyne and our other officers. They 
endeavoured it indeed, but in vain. He even ſtated the at 1 
tempt itſelf as perfectly ridiculous. Here he entered into the * 
— — of General Burgoyne's famous ſpeech to th 
ſavages, which he painted in a ladicrous light; not con 
demning the ſpeech in itſelf ; he faid, it was rational and pro 
per, if applied to any other; but as applied to ſavages, tc 
whom it muſt be perfectly unintelligible and without the leaſt 
effect, it might as well have been applied to the wild beaſts of 
the foreſt. He then entered into many particulars of that 
General's expedition, as well as Colonel St. Leger's, to ſnew 
that the ſavages, did in effect, indiſcriminately murder men 
women, and children, friends and foes ; and that particular 
the {laughter fell moſtly upon thoſe who were beſt affected to 
the King's government, and who for that reaſon had bee 
lately diſarmed by the provincials. Here he painted in ver 
_ ſtrong colours the horrid ftory of Mits Mac Ray, murdered 

wm ſavages on the day of her marriage with an officer of 
the King's troops. | 
As to the third head of defence, That they had alway 
regular troops to reftrain and direct them,“ this he poſitivel 
denied, and fſhewed, that whole nations of ſavages had bee 
bribed to take up the hatcher, without a fingle regular officer 
or foldier amongſt them. This he inftanced in the caſe of 
the Cherokees, who were bribed and betrayed into war, upon 
promiſe of being aſſiſted by a large regular force; that they 
accordingly had invaded Carolina in their uſual manner, and 
for want of the ſupport promiſed, were nearly exterminated, 
and the remains of that people now lived in a ” toe of ſervitude 
to the Carolimans. 

He then fſhewed the monſtrous expence of that kind of ally. 
Fhat one Indian ſoldier coſt as much as five of the beſt regu- 
lar, or irregular European troops. The miniſters thought 
that inhumanity and murder could not be bought too 8 

. & at 


þ 1778. DE R A T E 8: 
ſtat the expence of theſe Indians had not been leſs than 


0,000]. and yet there never had been more than ſeven or 
I hundred of them in the field; and that for a very ſhort 


mne. That on the leaſt appearance of ill ſucceſs, they deſer- 
{ ; and often even turned their arms on their friends. That 
NC 


| falling upon all the inhabitants without diſtinction, 

ey made every man a ſoldier; and that the greateſt part of 
e army (as it were conjured up againſt General Burgoyne) 
u raiſed by indignation and horror at the uſe of the ſavages; 

to them the loſs of a gallant European n under an ac- 
mpliſhed general, was principally owing. 

After this he touched upon the burning of the towns 120 

mouth and Norfolk, as well as private gentlemen's and far- 
rs houſes, and other ravages of the King's troops, as 
ts of the war of diſtreſs ; and the ill effects which ſuch 
ubarities had produced. 

He laſtly entered upon Lord Dunmore's attempt to incite 
inſurrection of negroes. He ſtated his proclamation as 
trary to the common and ſtatute law of this kingdom, as 
el as to the law of nations. He ftated what an inſurrection 

negroes was; the number of that fort of men in Virgi- 
n and Maryland; the miſchiefs of ſetting a crew of fierce, 

reign. barbarians and ſlaves to judge which of their maſters 
re in rebellion, and which of their acts were or were not 
telhous ; the utter impoſſibility : of containing them and 
ping them in order was ſtated in a ſtrong manner. He ap- 
aled to all who knew the ſouthern colonies,” and the Weſt 
lies, what; murders, rapes, and enormities of 'all kinds, 

tre in the contemplation of all negroes who meditated an in- 
reftion. He. laſtly aſked what means were propofed for go- 
ning theſe negroes, who were 100,000 at leaſt; when they 


eir murdered lords? Another war muſt be made of them; 
d another maſſacre, adding confuſion to confuſion, and de- 
Aion to deſtruction. He ſaid, that providentially the En- 
ſh white civilized labia had ſo ſtrengthened them- 
res, as to. keep under his Majeſty's negro allies; that not 
ove one thouſand or thereabouts were able to eſcape, and 


end of theſe wretches, ſeduced into an inſurrection, in which 


hs as he heard, having eſcaped a miſerable death by diſ- 
hat eaſe 
5 


* 


— 


reduced the province to their obedience, and made them 
res maſters of the houſes, goods, wives and daughters of 


It themſelves under the banners of Lord Dunmore, and that 


gu- ty were not ſupported, was truly deplorable; not above one 
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eaſe or famine; but he promiſed to move for papers to cle; 
up, and aſcertain this point. n 1 


Then he dwelt on the affair of Lord Dunmore, becauſe hi 
proceedings were evident by his proclamation, and by the ne 
gro army which he had collected. But that there was ver 

rong reaſon to believe, that the governors of both the Caro 
Iinas, and one at leaſt of the Floridas, had been concerned ii 
deſigns of the ſame fort. That one of theſe governors ha 
been accuſed of it, who did not deny, that in caſe of rebel ee 
hon he would avail himſelf of ſuch a reſource. That this wail: 
| the grand cauſe of the greater reſentment which appeared ii 
the ſouthern, than in many of the northern Colonies; ao 
| they had been the firſt to abjure the King: and one of them ig 

Virginia, to declare, that if the reſt-ſhould ſubmit, they woul 
hold out to the laſt : for what fecurity could they receive 
that if they admitted an Engliſh governor, he would not raiſ ea 
their negroes on them, whenever he thought it good to aſſer eg 
any given diſturbances ſhould amount to a rebellion, and de er 
care marbaliang: 3 4: 925th; 5, 5 2:5 05 
The only remedy he conceived.there could be for the alie c 
nation of affections, and diſtruſt and terror of our govem ert 
ment, brought on by theſe meaſures; was for Parliament i et 
enquire ſerioufly into them; and to ſhew their diſapprobatiogite 
of practices as contrary to all true policy, as to the dictatq hm 
of feeling and humanity: for otherwiſe the colonies woulgfere 
never believe, that thoſe who were capable of carrying on to 
cruel and diſhonourable a war, could ever be truſted for a ſou 
and cordial peace; much leſs be ſafely truſted with power a 
dominion. 
_ ſpeech laſted for more than three hours. It was un 
] . .verſally thought the very beſt Mr. Burke had ever delivered. 
_ — Mr, — Adair —— the motion. le 
Mr. DeGrey Mr. De Grey (ſon to the chief juſtice) ſpoke in defence q an 
employing the ſavages; ſaid, that Indian treaties had beef 
made during the laſt war; that they had been continued fro 
time to time down to the preſent hour; that it was wel 
known that ſuperintendants were employed by government 
create and preſerve alliances among the Indian nations; an 
finally, that the Houſe every ſeſſion approved of, and recog 
mized thoſe alliances and treaties, by voting ſpecific ſums « 
money, to be paid into the hands of the ſuperintendant, | 
be laid out in preſents, and diſtributed among the leadin 
warriors and chiefs, . 6 
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Sir Alexander Leith was ſevere on Lord George Germaine, Sir Alexan- 
ho, he ſaid was the ſole author and contriver of thoſe barba- 4 Teitb. 
pus meaſures, He was aſtoniſhed that the noble Lord, con- 
fdering ſeveral circumſtances which he abſtained from men- 
oning, could preſume to intrude himſelf into an office he 
nas very unable and unqualified to fill; and he was ſtill much 
nore aſtoniſhed that he dare continue in it, when his own ex- 
xrience muſt have long ſince convinced him, that he was to- 
ply unworthy of it. He ſaid, every fingle meaſure he had 
recommended himſelf, or adopted from others, exhibited ſo 
many proofs of his incapacity ; and when his conduct was 
Drought to the teſt, he affirmed, in his place, that the noble 
Lord would be found, in every reſpect, unequal to filling the 
ich office, which he ſuppoſed he had uſurped. Here he was 
alled to order by the chair. 

Lord George Germaine ſaid, he could never fit filent, and Lord George 
ear ſuch unbecoming perſonalities made to his face. He 
jegged leave to aſſure the honourable gentlemen, if they 
nere fincere, they muſt have aroſe from prejudice, and were 
l- founded. He was a very old member of that Houſe; and 
e defied any gentleman to ſay, that he had ever uſed any 
ferſonalities himſelf, He always carefully abſtained from 
kem ; and whatever his provocations to retort . might be on 
be preſent occaſion, he ſhould give one more proof of the 
me mode of conducting himſelf. He ſaid, he wiſhed fin- 
rely that his conduct might be fully and immediately enquired. 
to, He was certain it would turn out to his honour ; but un- 

l that event took place, he thought it was both unparliamen- 
bry and uncandid to make perſonal attacks upon him, which 
ke ſhould always, in future, look upon as meant to prejudice 
hat Houſe againſt him. His Lordihip then ſpoke ſhortly to 
he queſtion, and juſtified the conduct of adminiſtration. 
tle 1aid the matter lay within a very narrow compals ; the In- 
lans would not have remained idle ſpectators; the very ar- 
zuments uſed by the honourable gentleman who made the mo- 
bon were ſo many proofs that they would not: beſides, the 
tebels, by their emiſſaries, had made frequent applications to 
the Indians to fide with them; the Virginians particularly; 
nd, he ſaid, that ſome Indians were employed at Boſton, 
u the rebel army. Now taking the diſpoſition of the In- 
lians with the applications which had been made to them by 

e Colonies, it amounted to a clear, indiſputed propofition, 
mat either they would have ſerved againſt us, or that we muſt 
ave employed them, This being the alternatiye, he con- 
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4 Rt. Hon. 7, The Right Honourable . Townſhend contended that the 
Tewnfberd. Houſe was not in poſſeſſion of any ſpecies of parliamentary 


ready to ſubmit his conduct on that ground, to the judgment 


trary, from the beſt inforination, the fact was the direct re- 


more than an acquieſcence in this neutrality ; but granting the 


people in their dwellings and habitations : unleſs therefore the 
noble Lord would make one ſuppoſition more, which was, that tha 


and our brethren. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1118, 
tended ſtrongly for the neceffity of employing them, and was 


of the Heuſe, whenever the meaſure and the motives which 
led to it came under diſcuſhon. | 


proof whatever, to induce it to ſuppoſe, that overtures had 
been made by the Congreſs to the Indian powers; on the con- 


verſe. There had been a meeting between perſons on the part 
of the Colonies and the Indian chiefs, and there 1t was well 
known, that all the deputies defired, was a neutrality on the 
part of the Indians. One of the firſt public acts of the Con- 
greſs beſides, was, a letter, addreſſed to the ſeveral Indian na- 
tions, in which they ſtated the utmoſt of their deſires to be no 


fact as ftated by the noble Lord in its fulleſt extent to be true, 
it would not meet the main objection ſtated by the honourable 
ntleman who made the motion, which was, not that thoſe 
rbarities would be exerciſed on men, with arms 1n their 
hands, or made captives in battle; but on innocent, peaceable 


the ſlaves in the Southern Colonies, as well as the ſavages, ber 
would make a forced march over to Great Britain, and exe -· 
cute here what the two proclamations now read invited themW! 
to perpetrate in America: the pretence of employing them but 
to murder old men, women, and children, inſtead of making. 
war againſt their armed enemies, even in their uſual way, was"! 
entirely at an end. He then gave an account of Lacorne, andy 
his method of acting, when he had the command of Indians. MW 1 

Governor Pownall, No man can have a more determined 
abhorrence of the employing the. Indian ſavages in our wars, 
than I have; becauſe no man, in this Houſe at leaſt, has had 
occaſion to know ſo much of this matter, as it fell to my lot Ill 
to have during the laſt war. My horror of their cruel ſer- It 
vices does not ariſe from the paintings of imagination, butyſeu 
from what I have known of the fact: there is not ſo helliſh, 
ſo unfair an engine of war, as the ſervice of the Indian fa- 
Vane, when mixed in with the wars of civilized nations 
What then muſt we think of it > What muſt be our feelings, 
when they are employed in a war between parts of the {ſame 
nation, branches of the ſame family, in the war between ui 


Thee 


\- 
— 
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7 
he The mutual feelings of humanity, and a fpirit of honour, 


> lave, amidſt civilized nations, defined even rights, and given 
laws to a ſtate of war; have laid a reſtraint on. havock, and 
he given limits to deſtruction and bloodſhed. There are, even 


ad are adopted, and do almoſt univerſally obſerve. The 
n- Wyar of the ſavage, inſtead of being a conteſt of right by 
re. Mpower, regulated and reſtrained by any feelings of honour 
art Wor humanity, is an unreſtrained effuſion of the paſſions of 
ell revenge and blood-thirſtineſs, % certare odiis, is a war of 
the Muniverſal ravage and devaſtation to utter deſtruction; inſtead 
n- Mo giving laws to war, it gives the name and effect of right 
1a- Mio every cruel exertion of paſhon, revenge, and barbarity, 
noW/que datum ſceleri. If, therefore, the Indians have ever, in 
the ins war, been employed in any caſe where an abſolute un- 
ue, N uoidable and direct neceſſity did not call for it, nothing can 
ble Meer juſtify it---1 am ſure my opinion never ſhall. I confider 
ofe Miterefore the caſe of this American war; its operations are 
eirfcombined with the nature of the country, more than half a 
ble rilderneſs, and with the intereſts and nature of the Indians 
the rho inhabit this wilderneſs. No war can be carried on in 
hat tat country in which the Indians will not mix. That belli- 
es, erent power which hath not them with it, will have them 


xe-Mioainſt it. The idea of a neutrality is a deluſive notion, and 


emMWupratticable in fact; and never was taken up by any party, 
em but as a ſuccedaneum, to be tried after ſuch party had miſ- 


ing ic ied in the attempt, to engage the Indians to act offenſively, 
yasWvith them. Theſe were the politics of the French in the laſt | 


andMWvar ; after we had got the Indians from them, and engaged 
bo us, their whole efforts were employed to engage the In- 
tians to a neutrality. The ſame ſpirit of politics, on the 
e ground, led the Congreſs, in this war, (after they had 
filed in their attempt to engage confederated Indians) to 


ation and humanity. They are an informed, a wiſe, and a 


ere fore, firſt tried to engage the Indians, knowing that there 
kan abſolute, unavoidable, and direct neceſſity of employ- 
ag the Indians offenſively, and mixing them in with their 

as and operations, Without 2 or quoting the 
hole courſe of the French and Engli 


gage and ſecure the arms of the Indians to their reſpective 
party; J will inform the Houſe, that one and almoſt the ſole 
: Z 2 2 purpoſe 


15 


n rigours of war, the Jura belli, which civilized nations 


follow the plauſible line of neutrality in the temper of mode- 


— 
— 


prudent body of men; all their conduct has been meaſured. 
ly the rules which wiſdom and prudence dictate; they, 


politics, in Ame». 
nca,, reſpecting this matter; and their various attempts to en- 
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5 America, convened and held at N. in 1754, was to per 


ſtructions given laſt war uniformly by the ſeveral ſucceedin 


PARLIAMENTARY A. , 
purpoſe of the Congreſs of deputies from all the colonies ir 


ſuade and engage the Indians of the Five Nations and thei 
allies to take up the- hatchet (in aid of the Britiſh cauſe 
againſt the French. So much for the ſpirit of American poi 
tics in this caſe. And, in conſequence of the abſolute un 
avoidable and direct neceſſity of fuch meaſures, the in 


miniſters, to General Braddock, to General Shirley, to Lord 
Loudon, to General Abercrombie, and General Amherft 
were to this very purpoſe. 

From ſeeing that the Indians muſt be employed; from ſeeing 
that the neceſſity was unavoidable ; from feeling, at the ſame 
time, a horror of their being permitted to act their crueltie een 
in violation of every idea of humanity, contrary to ever 
principle of the law of nations, and the jura belli obſerved 
civilized nations amongſt each other, it was, that, being ir 
a fituation which gave a right and power to do it, informet 
in conſultation and concert with my friend, Colonel, after 
Sir William Johnſon, the plan of Indian adminiſtration andes e 
eſtabliſhments, which put the Indians, when employed in an 
conjunction with our troops, under ſuch a ſuperintendency 
and lead as might direct their operations, in conformity to 
the laws of nations and jura belli; the eſtabliſhment of the 
ſuperintendency; the forming the Indians into war compa iat 
nies; the getting. war-leaders (by means agreeable to thei 
own mode of chooſing them) appointed to command andiſmut 


conduct them; the forms of the commiſſions and inſtructions, Mar 


were all ſettled at that time. From that period, I believe 
few, if any, of thoſe outrageous acts of cruelty and barba- 
rity, before experienced, have been committed. I the year 
1756, upon the appointment of Sir William Johnſon to ben; 
Colonel of the Six Nations, the Indians engaged to be em- 
ployed under Lord Loudon were formed into four compa- 
nies, with officers appointed over them. The forms of the it 
commiſſions. and nations ſettled at that time were con- 
ſtantly obſerved during the whole of the laſt war: and uponſſſtion 
my aſking. the queſtion in office, I have been told that thence 
ſame have been obſerved during this unhappy war. If any 
commander in chief has at any time been induced, from any 
ideas, different from this preventive ſyſtem, to give a looerai 
to that rein by which the ſavage ſpirit of the — was 
reſtrained; or, if any improper perſons have been employed, ut 
who have 1 or even permitted the Indians to — 
1888 5 2 © 775) hp © *dulge 


. 


bod r 


dulge their old ſavage cruelty, fuch, I think, deſerve the 
woſt ſevere puniſhment. We ought firſt to inquire, whether 
the like eſtabliſhments have been obſerved ; whether the like 
commiſſions and inſtructions have been iflued in this war as 
i the laſt : we ought farther to enquire, whether any improper 
reople have been employed? whether they have carried their 
command ſo as to encourage or permit any cruelties or ſavage 
ngours in the execution? We cannot condemn what from 


frage barbarities, contrary to the law of nations and the 
wa belli, have been committed, there our cenſure ought to 
all; and in proportion as the fault riſes into criminality, that 
cenſure ought to be accompanied with puniſhment. So much, 
fir, for what is paſt, If the Houſe will indulge me to ſpeak 
v arrangements, which I think might be taken for the future, 
rſpefting theſe Indian ſervices, I think the neceffity of em- 
joying them may be avoided ; I know, and therefore ſpeak 
ürectly, that any idea of an Indian neutrality is nonſenſe, 
z delufive, dangerous nonfenſe ; if both we and the Ameri- 
ans were agreed to obſerve a ſtrict neutrality in not employ- 
ng them, they would then plunder and ſcalp both parties in- 


bcriminately on both fides. Although this is my opinion, 


matters; yet TI am perſuaded, that if we and the Americans 
ould come to ſome ſtipulation, or convention, that we would 
nutually, and in one ſpirit of good faith, not ſuffer the In- 
ans to intermeddle, but to confider and act againſt them as 
nemies, wherever they did execute any hoſtilities againſt any 
f the Britiſh nation, equally, whether Engliſh or Ameri- 
cans, all this horrid buſineſs might be prevented, or at leaſt 
n great meaſure reſtrained, If government would in the 
rue ſpirit and temper of humanity adopt this idea, and if 


Parliament would by any means find their way to give ſanction 


theo it : if government, in this temper, and under this ſanction, 
on-FWould propoſe to the Congreſs the terms of ſuch a conven- 
ponMion, I am certain, that the Congreſs would embrace it with 
theFWincerity, and exécute it with good faith. This is a meaſure 


hat would have nothing to do with the object of the war; 
any nd yet this ſpirit, thus aiming to regulate the means of re- 
ole raining its rigours and cruelty, might become the firſt ſeed 


was pf peace. This would open grounds that might lead to 
ed, nutual good diſpoſitions and good offices; and who ſhall ſay 
in-What may not ariſe out of this; I think, that I fee clearly, 


ſuch 


% 


7 


weceffity has been a conſtant and invariable meaſure in the 
American warfare, that of employing Indians: but if any 


funded on the knowledge and experience J have had in theſe 
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Col. Barre. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 16 


ſuch a beginning would end in peace; government will nc 
commit any of its rights or intereſts in making the pro 
poſal: the very making it would lay the grounds of agree 
ment, | Here a mark of almoſt general approbation ſhowe 
itſelf by, Hear him, from all ſides of the Houſe.] I hail th 
happy omen; I think J ſee the ſpirit of peace ariſing in th 
Houle, and may it animate all our breaſts, I am ſo confiden 
that this meaſure would be adopted and ſucceed ; and that iii... 
would finally lead to the opening a treaty for peace itſelf 
that if government will take it up as a meaſure, and thi 
Houſe give its ſanction to it, I will, without commiſſion 
without pay, or the expeQation of any reward whatſoever 
d myſelf to the Congreſs, and make the propoſal : aut 
though I take with me no commiſſion, by which governmen 
may be committed; yet if the propoſal is accepted and 
agreed to, I will find a way to give aſſurance to the Con 
greſs, that they may act on my propoſal ; I will put myſelf 
into their hands as an hoſtage for the truth of what I pro n. 
ſe, and for the good faith of government. On this ground; 
am ready to ſet out this moment. I feel not a little happy 
that what I have ſaid is well received by the Houſe ; whetheifm 
it will be accepted and adopted by government, I know not 
I feel that J have done my duty. | - 
Colonel Barre highly complimented Mr. Burke on his: 
ſpeech, and hoped he would publiſh it, which if he did, hun 
would go and nail it upon every church-door, where he ſay 
the King's proclamation for the faſt. He ſhewed, fror 
former tranſactions in the late war, how difficult it was foi 
any general to keep the ſavages in any kind of order, eſpe 
cially where the number of regulars was not ſufficient m. 
over-awe them. He mentioned an inſtance, in which he had 
the good fortune to preſerve the life of a priſoner, but that 
it was with the wa difficulty and dexterity that he had ac 
compliſhed it by ſtealing as it were the man — their hands e 
not by dint of diſcipline or threats. 
He mentioned that in the late affair between Colonel St, 
Leger and General Harkener, ncar Fort Stanwix, that ſeve 
Tal of the General's men being taken priſoners, Sir Joh 
Johnſon, who commanded the favages, finding ſeveral of the 
prifoners, who from his own knowledge, were not friends to 
the American cauſe, but forced into the ſervice, he ſeparated 
them from the reſt of the priſoners, putting them into aMlu, 
houfe, and telling the Indians, that they were his 1 
eit 


* 


— 


78. rn 


vir perſons ſacred ; and yet in the night the houſes were 
ke open, and thoſe very men maſſacred. 3 
Hon. James Luttrell repeated Lord G. Germaine's words, Hon. F. 
That if we were ſure the Americans would not employ the £utrrell. 
lians, if we ceaſed to employ them, he ſhould certainly 
efer neutrality to ſuch horrid maſſacre.” Mr. Luttrell ob- 
fied to giving miniſters the eredit of preferring neutrality, 
jen that neutrality was fo evidently in their power to be ac- 
ured, not by application to the ſavages, but to the Ameri- 
us; for if both fides refuſed to pay for ſcalps, the Indians 
uſt prefer the ſelling of furs, veniſon, or wild fowl, to a hu-. 
n butchery, attended with infinite danger to themſelves, 
d no profit. That they might be employed as pilots and 
mters, though he thought their ſhewing General Burgoy ne 
Hudſon's river, had proved no advantage to this country. 
E could: not conceive neutrality an abſurdity, becauie it 
uld imply, that the miniſter who ſtated it to the Houle as a 
ie meaſure was ignorant and uninformed 5 and it was not 
mmon ſenſe to ſay the Americans would not agree to it, 
en they are the ſufferers by the preſent employment of the 
mges, Fe wiſhed for the papers relative to negotiations 
th Indians, becauſe miniſterial aſſertions were not equal to 
riamentary proof, and that their concealing the truth, im- 
d a fear of being juſtly cenſured for a want of humanity, 
graceful to the character of the nation, and of putting this 
untry to unneceſſary expence. X 
Governor Johnſtone expatiated on the bad policy of em- Governor 
bying ſuch a banditti, He gave the higheft compliments Jeb»/cne. 
Mr. Burke's oratory, and expreſſed himſelf happy that, 
this day ſtrangers were not admitted into the gallery, as 
might have been to be feared, that ſo great would have 
n their indignation at the two Lords | North and Ger- 
une] and to ſuch a pitch of enthuſiaſm would they have 
1 worked, that he ſhould have expected the Lords would 
ve been torn in pieces by the people in the way to their 
uſes, . E | 
Mr. Rigby pretty ſtrongly declared, that there had been Mr. Righy, 
{management ſomewhere ; that it ought to be enquired in- "2 
, and the nation receive full ſatisfaction. ny , 
He vindicated the meaſure of employing the ſavages, and 
id, they might be kept in order, as there was an inſtance of 
neral. Amherſt having done it in the late war. | In this he 
uded to a ſtory told by Colonel Barre, that General, Am- 
i had told the ſavages, that for the future they ſhould not 
2 murder 
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360 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 
murder any perſon, upon which 3000 of them left his camp 


the next night. ] 


Mr. Far. Mr. Charles Fox obſerved, that the idea of the gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt, of keeping the ſavages in order, was exactly 
ſimilar to that of keeping the Americans ſo. That Genera 


Amherſt had loſt all his men as ſoon as he attempted it, : 


this nation had America. He proved, from the dates of the 
papers of the Congreſs, that the Americans had not enterec 
into any treaty with the ſavages until ſome months after the 
date of the Engliſh treaty, and thewed that to prove the fact 


was an additional reaſon for producing the papers. He like 
wiſe obſervved, that the tone of miniſters was greatly altered 
formerly it was God and Nature; now it was ſimple Neceſſay, 


14. Nertb, Lord North ſaid, that he alſo was glad that no ſtrangers 


were admitted on this day, though for another reaſon, viz 


leſt they thould be worked up into an indignation and horror 


againſt the gentlemen on the other fide of the Houle, for de 
claring ſentiments ſo contrary to thoſe which the honour and 
dignity of the country demanded. 


That in reſpect to the employment of the ſavages, he 
looked on it as bad, but unavoidable; that they were of that 


nature, that if one fide did not, they would enter immediatel 
on the other. 3 

That as to the Negroes who were ſet at liberty from thei 
maſters, and inſiſted to join our army, the proclamation 0 
Lord Dunmore did not call on them to murder their maſters 
as had been ſaid in the debate, but only to take up arms 1 
defence of their ſovereign ; but that he was willing Lore 
Dunmore's proclamation ſhould be laid on the table, that, 
reprehenſible, it might be attended to. 

That as to cruelty, he had been informed that ſeveral o 
the Provincials had been hanged up, by a dozen at a time, fo 
no other crime but that of driving their hogs or cattle to th, 
Engliſh camp, which camp was not in any need of proviſions 
having been compleatly furniſhed from the country with: 
much as would laſt them months, and therefore the proviſion 
intended to be brought in were for the uſe of the inhabitant 
of Philadelphia, not of the army, He called on the militar 

ntlemen in the Houſe to declare, if this proceeding w: 
warranted by the rules of war of any nation whatever. 

Gen. c- General Conway ſaid, that the noble Lord's queſtion coul 
way. . only be anſwered by the circumſtances of the thing. Th: 
when a town was beſieged or blockaded, and the General wh 
commanded ſuch ſeige or blockade, had hopes of ſucceſs bj 


Rarving the others, and ſhould then pubbſh that no 2 
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WH ſhould bring in proviſions on pain of death, that a breach of = 
mpg ach orders would be fo pulled, and the General excuſable; WR 
* but if ſtorming the enemy was not the point aimed at, they 1 
a1 ſeldom procceded to ſuch extremities, That it was neceſſary Wh 
I to know the preciſe time when Waſhington had done this (if 11 
n . he had done it) as he believed there was a point of time when nz 
tel de army had not taken Mud-Iſland, and might he ſuppoſed to "19 
red want provifions: 11111 3 0 . i | 1 
wen Mr. Gilbert ſaid a few words againſt having the papers. Mr. Give; Wl 
od The Houſe divided, For the queſtion 13%, againſt it 223. + 208 
m þ Mr. Burke then moved, That an humble addreſs be pre- Mr. Burk. og 
e forced to his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to 1 
„ we directions, that there be laid before this Houle, copies of 1 
l treaties and conventions with the Indians of North-Ame- == 
ca, and all meffages, ſpecches, and ſymbols, ſent by any 8 
1 N acting in his Majeſty's ſervice, or under their orders, 15 
ge from the iſt day of March 1774, ſo far às the ſame have been 1 
1 N. It paſſed. in the hegati ve. 1 

"That there be laid before this Houſe, an account of all #1. 

1M =oney, arms, ainmunition, ſtores, and the quantity, kind oj 
fl and value; of goods given to the faid Indians, or to any of N 

e em, or configned to any perſon to be given to thetn, or any : 

of them, on account of his Majeſty, or any perſon employed | 

teil in his or the public ſervice, froni the iſt March 1774. It 

ir A OTTER, 

That there be laid before this Houſe, an account of the . 

in dumbers, nations, and names of chiefs, of the American 

o ladians, who have been in arms againſt the colonies in North , 

1 America, ſince iſt March 1774; às alſo of thoſe who have 


ated'in his Majeſty's armies, with their ſtate and numbers, 
a by the laſt returns, and where employed. It paſſed in the 


| gt hen 
9 A — 8 . | 5 . 
th That there be laid beſore this Houſe, ati account of the 


Majeſty's ſtandard, from tlie 1 of March 1774, and the 
corps which they formed or were embodied in, together with 


* the names of the officers nen the ſaid corps, and ſerv- 
ar ing therein 3 as alſo their number an -condition, as by the laſt 


wal teturn. It paſſed in the negative. 


pal laid before this Houſe, copies of all orders given, aud infor- 
1h mations received, relatth | 
bly j*ſty's ſeryice, - in North Carolina and South Carolina, It 
ol Pailed in the negative. Adjourned to Eebruary 9. 
ds... VIIE © 44 a wy eo 
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number of Negroes of Virginia, who have repaired” to his 


0 in humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty; that 
he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, that there be 


* 


g to the railing Negroes for his Ma- 
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0 r February 9. r 
Private büfhes. * 
8 | February to. 


No debate. 1 825 
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f Houſe in committee on ihe Nate of the nation. Before tlie 

L4. Nerth. Speaker left the chair, Lord North ſaid, he ſhould on Tue. 
day next (the 17th) propoſe to the Houſe a plan of concilia- 


- 
- 


| tion with America. C f 
| Mr, Fox. Mr. Pulteney having taken the chair, Mr. Fox roſe, and MW. 
he * ſtated a great number of facts relative to the army ſerving in , 
1 # buy B > SITE'S pot +11 I 
= America, which facts were founded on concluſions, from the W; 


information on the table. 5 
He obferved, that there was ſuch a number of effective men 
| in America (6864) in the year 1774 ; that by comparing the 
- reinforcements ſent out the next year, added to the forces then 
bn the ſpot, with the returns at the concluſion of that year, 
A it would. give the total deficiency, which under its ferM 
heads amounted to the total loſs; ſo with the years 1776 and Hir 
1777: thus. by adding to the number of men fervingin Ame- l 
rica the rt year, the reinforcements and recruits of each 
| ſucceſſive year, and comparing the amount of thoſe ſeveral 
C totals with the laft returns, the difference between che latter 
| And the former ſhewed exactly the loſs of men ſlain in battle, 
1 ar dead, or otherwiſe incapacitated for ſervice, by wounds, 
- captivity, and ſickneſs. | 9 


4 if that ſhould appear, on enquiry, to be totally impractic: 
E ble, whether, Parliament ſhould not, and that immediately 
deviſe ſome means for putting an end to our public calamitics.q.. 
3 and endeayour to avert thoſe imminent dangers with Whichhith 
1 f | | I 5 ä r 185 * 1 


A. 1778. DE B AT E 8. 
we are threatened on every fide. If miniſters while they hold 
out the plan, will at the fame time have the eandour to ac- 
quaint the Houſe, how much treaſure has been waſted, how 
many lives have been Joſt, how many diſgraces had been 
brought on the nation, by this mad, improvident, and de- 
ſtructi ve war, he would moſt certainly join them; that twen- 
ty-five millions of money had been already ſpent, or the 
faith of the nation hath , been pledged for the expenditure ; 
and that twenty thouſand lives had been thrown away to no 
manner of purpoſe ;. but, if at all practicable, to make conci- 
lation infinitely more difficult than if the ſword had never 
been drawn, a ſhilling ſpent, or a life loſt. „ 
He gave the moſt ample teſtimony to the bravery and good 
conduct of the generals; and contended, that they miſcar- 
ned, not for want of ſkill in their profeſſion, or 1 neg- 
ect of duty, but merely becauſe they were employed in a 
ſervice, in which it was unpoſſible for them to ſucceed; and 
if miniſters ſhewed any trace of wiſdom throughout their 
whole conduct, it was in their choice of the officers they ſent 
out, though they now baſely inſinuated, that it was only in 
the choice of generals that they were deceived ; and that it 
was to their fault alone, that all our miſcarriages in the pro- 
ecution. of the meaſures could be juſtly imputed, 15 

He ſaid, he had been informed, that it was intended to 
ſend out other generals, and on that ground, that great ex- 
pectations were formed from the next campaign: but, for 
bis part, he expected, that whoever ſhould ſucceed to the 
peſent gentlemen in command, would juſt meet with the 
ame fate of their predeceſſors; they would be one day 
charged with indolence, inactivity, and want of ſpirit; with 
2 defigned procraſtination of the war, from motives of 'lucre 
nd private intereſt ; and the next, with Quixotiſm, knight- 
rrantry, and exceeding the inſtructions under which they were 
dat, He turned again to the intended propofition of the no- 
le Lord in the blue ribbon, and aſſured his Lordſhip, that if 
us plan was a fair, open one, founded in juſtice and good 
policy, and warranted by the principles of the conſtitution, 
e would venture to anſwer for his fide of the Houſe, that at 
ould meet with their moſt. hearty concurrence. He feared” 
t would not anſwer this deſcription ;- becauſe he could hard- 
be perſuaded, unleſs the idea of tyranny, cruelty, and 
neanneſs were inſeparable, that the ſame men who had re- 
ted the moſt humble petitions and dutiful remonſtrances 
th haughtineſs and contempt, could ever conſent to hold 
ut any plan which was meant to ſecure thoſe rights which 
; 8 Aa a 2 | 8 they | 
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His firſt reſolution moved was; Reſolved, that it appears 


Ford Far- 


* 


his 32 negative, 


- The eftabliſhing and maintaining of colonies would be fol 
4 wefe it otherwiſe ; the protecting them, when they were! 


which Has ever been, and always muſt be the caſe, fromt ) 


| they had all along attempted to annihilate by the ſword, there. 
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by adding tyranny and cruelty to oppreſſion and injuſtice, 
He then read his ſeveral reſolutions, which amounted to twelye 
in number; that there was ſuch a number of troops in Ame, 
rica in 1 774; ſo many ſent in 1775, total of that year, and 
fo on with 1776 and 1777, which ought, on the whole, in 
the latter year to have amounted to 48, ooo effective men and 
a fraction; that by the laſt returns, foreigners and Britiſh in. 
cluded, did not amount to more than 28,000, conſequently 
the loſs was 20,000 men. From whence he drew this conclu- 
fion, that if with ſuch a number of troops ſo little could be done, 
it was clear, that the carrying on the war, either to terrify the 
Americans into obedience, or toſubdue them, was impracticable. 


r = = Y HH Rs 


to this committee, that in the year 1774, the whole of the 
land forces ſerving in North America did not amount to more 
than 6864 effective men, officers included. 
Lord Barrington ſaid, he highly diſapproved of the motion 
as improper and ill- timed: but when he knew ſome of the 
honourable gentleman's propoſed reſolutions were not found 
ed in fact, he had no difficulty in giving them a direct nega 
tive. The honourable gentleman ſtated, that 20, ooo me 
had been loft already in this war; this, he contended, va H 
founded in groſs error, for, by the returns which he had it 
his hand, it plainly appeared, that inſtead of 20, ooo met 
being loſt, the whole amount of the killed, in the courſe c 
the three years war, was no more than 1200. He did nc 
mean to include in that number thoſe who died natural deaths 
or deſerted, or were made priſoners, or were unfit for ſervic 
through wounds or fickneſs, but ſuch only as were ſlain 
battle. If, therefore, the reſolution concerning the loſs q; 
men was to go out into the world, it would convey a ve 
falſe idea, and looking on it in that light, he ſhould give 


Mr. Grenville, in an animated ſpeech, condemned the col 


duft of the American war. He acknowledged, that he : ſitic 
ways thought, and ſhould ever continue to think, be t exp 
event of the preſent conteſt what it may, that Parliameſ en) 
had a right to have a controul over America; to levy taxes, the 


regulate its trade, and ſecure the monopoly of its commer 


able to protect and defend themſelves, at a very great expenc 
nature of ſuch eſtabliſhments, would not be folly, but ma 


: 
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es in the extreme, if, when they arrived at a ſtate of ſtrengtg 
nd maturity, to be no longer in want of our aid, they were 
v be at liberty entirely to throw off all dependence, and diſ- 
jaim all connection with the parent-ſtate, and, by ſo doing, 
ftabliſh their own greatneſs on the ruin of the mother-coun- 


2 yy. It was upon theſe principles that he had ſupported the 
and ar, in which he had but one object, revenue. Theſe princi- 
in. Nes were now become merely matter of ſpeculation ; ſuch as 
ly ey were, however, he ſhould ever retain them: he there» 
1u- Whore did not mean by his vote of that day to abandon them; 


but meant to conſider the queſtion of expediency, which-muſt 
ecide upon the war. He deplored the diſgrace brought not 
zpon our arms, but on our counſels, by the rafh undigeſted ex- 
edition from Canada. He lamented the little protection given 
o our commerce, the weight of inſurance, the ſtate of our 
public credit ; to theſe circumſtances he muſt yield ; but that 
he hoped the day of retribution would come, when miniſters . 
might he called to a ſevere account for the infamy which they 
have brought upon this country, by their conduct of a war, 
into which they had deceived the country, by promiſes of a 
revenue which they now abandoned. He obſerved, that the 
noble Lord at the head of the treaſury, had informed the 
Houſe, that he would, in a few days, propoſe to its conſide- 
tation a plan of conciliation. He fincerely wiſhed it migh 

ſucceed 5 but he had every reaſon in the world to believe it 
would not. A previous confidence between the parties was the 
yery baſis of every ſpecies of treaty- making. The noble Lord 
himſelf would not venture to ſay, that was the caſe between mi- 
niſters and the preſent governing powers in America. It was 
well known, that every poſſible occaſion had been given by the 
preſent adminiſtration, to fix in the breaſts of the people of 
America, and their leaders, the moſt rooted hatred and in- 
veterate rancour. Under ſuch circumſtances of diſappoint- 
ment and diſgrace on one fide, and ſuch provocations on the 
dther, he would appeal to the candour of thoſe whale difpo- 
fitions might carry them to the greateſt lengths, in point of 
expectation, whether there was the moſt diſtant proſpeft of 
net any good to ariſe from a treaty, when conducted by men on 
8, ¶ che part of Great Britain, who were univerſally execrated from 
erg one end of the North American continent to the other Men, 
oll whoſe beſt and ſincereſt intentions would be only interpreted 
> of 25 lures to enſnare and betray. He was ready to give the no- 
dj ble Lord all poſſible credit for his candour; but whatever his 
1 t intentions may be, he feared that the effect of his propoſed 
na plan, partly from the reaſons juſt mentioned, and partly __ 
10 me 


* 
o 


Ida. North. 


there be a man of whom the houſe of Bourbon ſands mort 


-to his councils, becauſe the Americans revere him, and the 


deareft intereſts with him. I know the little paltry inſinua 
tions which may be thrown out againſt the language I no 
hold]; can only ſay to them, that Ideſpiſe them as much as ſhall] be 
do any man capable of uſing them: and knowing that there 1 
not the man nor the object in this country capable of making em. 


will at leaſt give me credit for the ſincerity with which I de 
liver it; and if it ſhall be found, that it is to him to whom then. 
nation looks forward for its ſalvation, it is a duty which I an 


venience; ſo he never wiſhed to encroach on thoſe of Ame 


of that Houſe, or that it ſhould undergo any alteration, ! 
either event, he would gladly acquieſce. As to the particu-M 
lar favourable diſpoſition of America towards individuals om, 
parties in that or the other Houſe, by every thing that had 
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the nature of the plan itſelf, would be, not to be accepted oi 
by America ; which would furniſh miniſters with an a olog 
to try the experiment of one more fatal and diſgraceful cam 
paign; after which, he would venture to predict, that a 
further attempts to ſubdue, or treat with America, would b 
at an end, and that country irretrievably loſt for ever to this 
He concluded in nearly the following words: The mome 

is eritical. I do not think, notwithſtanding all that has hap 
ned, but the colonies may, by proper meaſures, be ye 
ght back to a ſtate of conſtitutional obedience ; and th: 

we may once more recover their affections. If there be 
man, who has ſerved this nation with honour to himſelf, and 
glory to his country; if there be a man, who has carried there 
arms of Britain triumphant to every quarter of the globe, an 
that beyond the moſt ſanguine expectations of the people; i 


peculiarly in awe ; if there be a man in this country, wheat! 
unites the confidence of England and America, is not he thi 
proper perſon to treat with America, and not thoſe who have 
uniformly deceived or oppreſſed them? There is not on ies 
preſent, who is ignorant of the perſon to whom I allude 
Lou all know that I mean a noble and near relation: ¶ Lor 
Chatham.] He is the man whom his Majeſty ought to cal 


unbiaſſed part of the nation would moſt chearfully truſt theii fer. 


me croſs that board againſt my opinion, I truſt that this Houſe 


bold to ſay his Majeſty owes to his people, to avail himſelf of 
ſuch reſpectable aſſiſtance. | 

Lord North ſaid, as he never meant to negotiate away therme 
rights of this country, to procure himſelf any temporary con urtu 


rica. His own private opinion never varied: but if his pro- 
ition ſhould not meet with the apptobation of the majority 


f th 


yet 
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Et appeared, all men and all parties ſeemed equally ob- 
xious to them; and whenever propoſitions came to be 
ade, he was inclined to believe the object of the colonies 
puld not be who it was that made them, but whether they 
xe ſuch as anſwered their own expectations. For his part, 

was ready and willing to reſign the diſagreeable taſk to 
hoever was thought better ad, and was contented to 
kept of it. He wiſhed as ſincerely for pacification as any 
he perſon in either Houſe; and fo the end was obtained, it 
as a matter of no conſequence to him by whom, or in what 
unner it was obtained. He then ſpoke to the queſtion, and 
s againſt the motion, ſaying, that though he had approved 
the purport of the motion, he could not agree to it while 
here remained ſo great a difference in the calculation, be- 
jeen the honourable gentleman who made it, and the noble 
ord from whole particular office the papers came. If, there- 
re, the motion was not withdrawn till the difference in cal- 
ation, which was in the proportion of ſixteen to one, was 
conciled, he ſhould move to report ſome progreſs. | 
Mr. Burke remarked that the ſentiments, opinions, pro- Mr, Purkes 
ſes and aſſurances of the miniſter, were conſtantly in a re- 8 
ular, ſucceſſive, uniform ſtate of contradiction to each other, 
reſpect of every matter relative to the American meaſures 
nd American war. On the preſent occaſion, he roſe inſtant- 
„ he ſaid, after the noble Lond [Lord North] left, if he 
kferred it only a few minutes longer, the noble Lord's me- 
nory might fail him. 5 

Lord Ongley was againſt the motion, and declared himſelf La. Oongley. 
obe againſt any meaſure of accommodation, ſhort of com- 
fling America, in the firſt inſtance, to acknowledge the ſu- 
eme right of Parliament. | | | 

Sir Richard Sutton ſpoke nearly to the ſame purport, and ex- Sir Rich. 
refſed his diſapprobation of the reſolution,” as only tending Sutton. 
encourage our rebellious ſubjects in Amtrica to refuſe eve- 

reaſonable plan of accommodation which minifters might 
link proper to offer them. oy ; 
Lord Nugent was againſt the propoſed reſolution. He af- La. Nugent, 
med, on his conſcience, he was ſatisfied that minifters had 
purſued the beſt meaſures, though they had unhappily failed, 
there was ſo immenſe a difference between the accounts of 
he two honourable gentlemen | Mr. Fox and Lord Barring- 
on] he could not ſee, till that was ſettled, how it was poſh- 
nl: for the debate to be continued. He ſaid, he diſapproved 
-f this enquiry from the beginning; and experience had taught 
um, that a multiplicity of papers ſerved not to inform but to 
d . perplex ; 
t | 
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Mr. T. 
Toxonſbend, 


Lord Jeb 
Cars di. 


| Atl:. F//;s. 


vote to adjourn the committee, and report ſome progreſs, be 
cauſe it was evident, that the honourable gentleman v 
= - | move 


told Sir Robert Walpole, that he would himſelf ſee all paper 
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perplex 3 and related the following anecdote, in proof of hi 
neral aſſertion. The late King, ſoon after his acceſſion 


of confidence, before any meaſures were taken upon them 
Sir Robert was alarmed, and went to conſult his brother Ho 
race, what was beſt to be done. Horace ſeeing him fo unea 
fy, laughed, and adviſed him to give the King more than h 
aſked 3 Give him all the papers, and I dare ſay, he wi 
ſoon have enough of them.” Sir Robert took his advice, an; 
carned him a cart full, telling his Majeſty, that he had pai 
ſeveral extra clerks, to aſſiſt in getting more ready; and in 
formed him further, that he believed, when the whole we 
copied, they would fill five carts more. The King told him 
he need not get any more ready till he heard his further di 
rections on the ſubſect; the conſequence of which was, tha 
Sir Robert never heard a ſyllable more of papers from his Ma 


jeſty as long as he remained in office, His Lordſhip conf, | 
cluded with moving, that the chairman ſhould leave thi 
chair, report ſome progreſs, and defire leave to fit again. 4; 
Mr. T. Tov»/hend replied, that the honourable gentleman | 
twelve reſolutions did not amount to twelve cart-loads, na“ 
did all the papers called for; but if the noble Lord who con 5 
troverted the truth of ſome of the reſolutions [Lord Barring 4 
ton] ſent in papers of a different complexion to thoſe he po. 
from himſelf, and which he held in his hand, it was no won ut 
der there were miſtakes in the calculations, and juſt ſuch mil C 
takes too as the noble Lord pleaſed. In the courſe of h“ 
ſpeech, he mentioned that to his knowledge, miniſters ha FT, 
laſt week ſent leave of abſence to General Howe, who wou A 
doubtleſs be on his return home when the noble Lord's co 3 | 
ciliatory propoſition arrived in America. | A 
Lord. John Cavendiſh entreated the committee to turn il "© 
attention from trifles, and think ſeriouſly on the ſtate of th SUL 
country; and whether their properties in land and ſtocks wei ” © 
not now too nearly at ſtake, not to ſuggeſt the moſt alarmini" 7 
apprehenſions. The funds daily falling in value, commerd 
rapidly declining, in his opinion, were motives ſufficient t F 
rouſe the nation to a proper ſenſe of danger, 3 
Mr. Ellis cenſured the enquiry, ſaid it could be produdtiy 5 
of no good, and might of great miſchief; ſaid, that a fall « | 
ſtock, and ſuſpenſion of commerce in ſome of its branche V 
were the uſual, nay the inevitable conſequences of a ſtate at] 
war; but independent of any other conſideration, he thou *© 0 
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noved the reſolutions was miſtaken in the calculations on 
rhich they were founded. 
ou Colonel Barre, after maintaining the truth of the reſolu- Col. Barre. 
by tons moved by his honourable friend, obſerved cn the pro- 
fition promiſed by the noble Lord in the blue ribbon on 
Mi! ueſday, that he expected no good from it, as the conduct 
of miniſters had from the firſt of the American bufineſs been 


1 huffling (for it deſerved no better name) both to this coun- 

nM") and the colonies. | 

Nr. Fox infifted, that 20,000 men had been loft, at leaſt Mr. Fex. 

ine greater part of them, to this country, though they were 

= [i] all flain in battle ; and he defied the noble Lord at the 

in bad of the war department to prove where 0009 of them, | 

1 Wocluding priſoners or fick, were to be had ; for that by the i) 
aft returns the Britiſh and foreign troops amounted to no 11 
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Inore than 28,000, though we paid for 48, 000 men. . 1 
*. Mr. Aubrey, after having ſpoke to the queſtion, in which Mr. Aulrꝙ. N | 

te praiſed the conduct of the Americans, particularly their wel 

mode of making war, by which he ſhewed the 1mpothbility 15 
Wot fuccefs by our arms, concluded with obſerving, that all he 4 
Mould ſay to the intended motion of reconciliation juſt men- Wald 
n toned by the noble Lord | Lord North | was, that after the 16 
o iolent meaſures jo long carried on by that noble Lord, ii 
ind his equally violent declarations of perſevering in them, 1 
„ rntil he had brought America proſtrate at his feet, he could it 
i rot but look upon that intended motion as a proof that the | | "ue 
» WI 0ole Lord thought ſucceſs hopeleſs, and perſeverance im- — 
al bracticable. TY 5 | N 
10 General Conway replied to Lord Barrington, and faid, if Genera 11. 
ol honourable friend had been miſtaken, it muſt be becauſe Conway. 1 

he was deſignedly led aſtray by the manner the office papers | 5 
ere made out. This however could not properly affect the | +; 
ruth of his other reſolutions, though he had been miſtaken {4 
in one or ts; but he was convinced that every one of them 1 
vas fobſtantially right. 14 
he Houtc divided; ayes, to report ſome progreſs, 263; 

noes, 149. 

Adjourned to 1 13. 

1 ebruary 13. 


Houſe in Committee of Supply. 
Mr. Buller moved, that 781,911. be granted for the ordi- Mr. Buller, 


nary and extraordinary ſervices of the navy for 1778. With 
reſpe&t to the eſtimates 05 both theſe ſervices, he ſaid, that 
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Mr. Temple 
Luctrell, 
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they did not differ very materially from the grants of pre. 
ceding years, ; 

Mr. Temple Luttrell. He ſaid he was very glad to mee 
the gentlemen of the Admiralty-Board in Committee, becauſe 
he might be indulged with riſing a ſecond and third time, ifs: 
called upon ſo to do. He remarked, that a noble Lord Lore 
Mulgrave] had, on a former day, when the Speaker was in th! 
chair, accuſed him of uſing too ſevere a language towards: 
noble Earl at the head of the navy department. This he 
diſavowed; he had indeed charged that perſon with dangerou nde 
and groſs errors in his public capacity; and he held it in 
cumbent on him to ſupport ſuch an attack by 2 ſubſtantia 
proofs, which he was now ready to undertake ;—he had bee 
alſo allowed the laſt official returns of the ſquadron of a 
maica, „ leſt, as was thrown out by a formal oppoſition to hi ea 
requeſt, he might preſume the motion made by him was of 


ſome material conſequence.” He had, at the ſame time Ha! 


been told, with a contemptuous ſneer, and much aſſurance 
5 that he might go home with what glee he was maſter of 
fully perſuaded that the Britiſh navy was not in the bad ſtats 
he had flattered himſelf to be the caſe.” For his part, hl h 
eould never admit, that, in a Houſe of Parliament, the im Man 
rtance of any public queſtion was to be adjudged from tum: 
individual weight and authority of the member who ſuggeſteꝙ ene 
it; in that Houſe all members were equal in their delegated 
character from the people; and from whatever quarter Went 
motion might originate, it ought to ſtand or fall by its ow 
intrinſic merits ; neither did he, by any means, rejoice in thi 
calamitous ſtate of the Britiſh fleet ; he thought he gave the 
ſtrongeſt and cleareſt demonſtration of his earneſt wiſhes tall 
have the navy reſtored ta its former flouriſhing condition 
When he was thus zealous to inveſtigate and correct the rea 
abuſes, frauds, and iniquitous practices made uſe of by the 
Admiralty, he expreſſed his wiſhes, that the Houſe, in th 
Committee upon the ſtate of the nation, would have began 
their enquiry by firſt conſidering what naval force we coulc 
actually command, in caſe of a rupture with France anda 
Spain; it is on the ſuperiority of our fleet the ſafety of Grealihe | 
Britain muſt depend; and the examination into the ſufficien Mori 
cy of our land- forces for the internal duty of theſe iſlands re, 
whether 16,000 or more; muſt ariſe out of the prior deciſion iin 
witether we had maritime ſtrength enough to keep the Frenchnie 
from landing on our coaſt under cover of a ſuperior ſquadrom oa 
of ſhips of war; but he made no doubt the gentlemen of thai 
| minorit 
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vinority, with whom he had hitherto uniformly co- operated, 
rould not be diſpoſed to waſte time in queſtions of trifling 
ktail, or at beſt of but ſecondary import, which might juſtly 
law down the cenſure of the whole nation on the proceeding 
of Parliament at this criſis ; therefore hoped they would ſe- 
nouſly and effectually urge the important conſiderations of 
je ſtate of the Britiſh fleet, and diſcuſſions of ſuch magni- 
ude as fundamentally affected the intereſt and preſervation of 
the empire. 

Mr. Luttrell denied that the eſtimates were materially the 
kme as in other years: the extraordinary ſum total exceed- 
ng any of former times by 50,000/. and the ordinary repairs, 
rear and tear, &c. of ſhips out of commiſſion, when there 

only about fourſcore on that liſt, comes to as much as was 
ttarged on 250 ſhips and veſſels of the like deſcription, be- 
dre the American war broke out, being little ſhort of 
110,000/, 

Mr. Ellis aſſured the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, Mr. Z1;e. 
e had been much miſinformed; that he rather commended 
ban blamed his zeal for urging an enquiry into the large 
ums granted for the uſes of the navy; he confeſſed that, in 
general, they met with too little regard from the members of 
bat Houſe ; but he could venture to aſſure the honourable 
gentleman, that he had been much miſinformed as to the 
nal- application of the liberal gifts of Parliament for that 
hoſt eſſential object; —he had been long well acquainted with 
be navy department, and been honoured more than once with 
zpoſt of rank and confidence in that line; he had not ob- 
frved any groſs abuſes in thoſe who now preſided over it, and 
oped the navy was in a much better fituation than the ho- 
ourable gentleman had ſurmiſed, and would ſo be found 
then the day of trial ſhould come ;—there muſt, of courſe, 
e vaſt grants for ſo extenſive a department of government as 
at of our marine, eſpecially for building, rebuilding, and 
pairs, immediately atter the cloſe of ſuch a weighty war as 
be laſt, when the ſhips would be found in a great meaſure. 
Forn out, and muſt be replaced with new ones; and there- 
bore, for a few years of the peace juſt following war, your 
limates will be higher than in ſubtequent times. As to the 
ticle of the monies granted for the navy, the Admiralty 
board could only be made accountable for tuch ſums as they 
Ktually drew out of the Treaſury, and not for all the ſums 
rhich were voted by Parliament upon eſtimates ſtated to be 
or that ſervice, He did not wonder at gentlemen being ſur- 

b priſed 
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priſed at the magnitude of ſums demanded for repairs, but at- 
tributed the neceſſity of ſuch demands to the badneſs of tim- 
ber with which many of our new ſhips had been built, but 
that he hoped the quantity of timber in our dock-yards would 


ive time for the wood to be better ſeaſoned, and fitter fo 
ſervice; a quantity, he faid, never known 1n your dock-yard 
before this firſt Lord of the Admiralty came to the Board, 


Mr. Temple Mr, Temple Luttrell, For what relates to the timber for 


Luitrell, ſhip-building and repairs, imported from abroad, I attribute 


much of the ruinous ſtate of your ſhips of war. Thoſe il 
judged contracts, when the quality is found ſo very faulty an 
pernicious, the quantity thereof can only be brought in argu- 
ment to ſhew the magnitude of the miſchief : it is this fo 
reign timber which has, I fear, entailed rottenneſs on your 


fleet; and if the laſt fire in your dock yards had made a pro 


vidential ſweep of all your oak from Steiten, I believe it 
would have more than compenſated for its deſtruction of 


other truly valuable articles. He thought the right ho- 
nourable gentleman | Mr. Ellis] had, in fact, argued much 
more forcibly againſt the prefent naval adminiſtration, tha 
he had ever preſumed to do, alledging, that the largeſt grant 
for the extraordinaries of the navy, (that is, building, re- 
building, and repairs) was of courſe neceſſary for ſome fes 
years immediately after the war. This maxim might indeec 


D 


reaſonably warrant the late Mr. Grenville, or Lord Egmont, 


in applying to Parliament for an advanced allowance on this 


head when they preſided at the Admiralty; or might have 


juſtified that illuſtrious ſea- officer | Lord Hawke] when he 
was at the head of the Board, had the extraordinaries the 
come up to the preſent enormous ſum. The demand now 
made thereon was near half a million ſterling, and far ex- 
ceeded requiſitions of the kind attempted by any of Lord 
Sandwich's predeceſſors in office. The noble Earl came to 
the head of the navy eight years after a profound peace. In- 
cluding the preſent eſtimates, the Houſe of Commons will 
have given that noble Earl about two millions one hundred 
thouſand pounds for building, rebuilding, and repairing the 
ſhips and veſſels of his Majeſty's navy, that is, the mere hull, 
maſts, and yards, over and above near 800,000/. for the keep- 
ing and preſerving the hulls of his Majeſty's ſhips out of com- 
miſſion, and above 600,000/. ſor. extra ſtores, excluſive o 
what was allowed by the nation to repleniſh the ſtores con- 


ſumed by the fire at Portſmouth dock-yard, and excluſive of 
ſundry conſiderable demands for timber, &c. ſet forth in the 
navy- 
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avy-debt. More money had therefore been granted by the 
nation to the noble Earl | Lord Sandwich | by this country, 
on the extraordinary eſtimate. alone, than would have built 
from the ſtocks, rigged and completely equipped for lea, 
(independent of navy-ordnance, which is a ciſtin&t and 
weighty charge in the public accounts) one hundred men of 
war of the line of battle. And what is the actual condition of 
your {hips at preſent ? Of the whole navy of Great Britain, 
not more, at the uimoſt, than fifty of the line of battle (in- 
cluding the vaſt nominal account of wrecks in ordinary) can 
poſhbly be found fit for ſea, in cafe of a foreign war, without 
ſuch repairs as would require the labour of many months, and 
avery large expence. Lord Hawke, when he reſigned his 
office, left 80 of the line in good condition, of which 59 were 
fully manned for war. Mr. Luttrell then examined the lift 
of men of war of the line now given in to be repaired, and 
remarked, that the following ſhips had already been allowed 
more money for repairs than would have built them new from 
the keel at the moſt extravagant coſt, viz. Namur, within the 
four laſt years, 39,335/. and 6635/. for her ſtores. The 
Defence, 29, 500/, The Arrogant, 26,502/, He ſhould 
now fit down, after ſtating the eſtimates for repairing the 
Dragon of 74 guns, and which had more than once been re- 
ported to the Houſe as actually taken in hand. The Admi- 
alty, in 1771, came to Parliament for 5000/., to repair the 
Dragon: in 1772, for 7000/. more; in 1773, for 4000; in 
1774, 4000“; in 1775, 7000!. in all 27, ooo. beſides 10, 273]. 
for her ſtores. Now, does, or does not, that very ſhip (the 
Dragon) ſtill remain untouched, in a moſt rotten ſtate, above 
Portimouth harbour, and without having had any of thoſe 
ſums allowed for her repair by Parliament, expended on her 
from the time of the firſt grant, in the year 1771, to the pre- 
ſent day? 


Lord Mulerave admitted the honourable gentleman's Lord Mal- 
charge, and agreed, that not one ſhilling had been laid out in?“ we. 


repairing thoſe ſhips, but ſaid the money was applied to other 
naval purpoſes, and not put into a bag by the firſt Lord of the 
Admiralty, or into his pocket; that the eftimate was the 
uſual mode of raiſing money, but never meant to ſtate the 
purpoſes the money was to be applied to; that if it was a 
crime, it was one that had been often practiſed ever fince the 
reign of James II. | | 


Mr. Temple Luttrell, to explain. He had never ſaid, nor Mr. Twmple 
inſinuated even a ſuſpicion, that the noble Earl at the Admi- Tut . 


ralty- 
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ralty-Board pocketed, or put into a bag for his private uſe, 
the monies thus voted: he therefore requeſted, that, whenever 
the noble Lord | Lord Mulgrave] did him the honour to 
quote his words, or comment upon his ideas, he would do it 
ingenuoufly and faithfully ; that there had been unpardonable 


extravagance ſomewhere, under a pretence of naval ſervices, 


he was certain; and the fleet was in an alarming ſtate of de- 
cay. Perhaps the firſt Lord of the Admiralty thought it the 
beſt policy to endeavonr to maſk this weakneſs, and boldly 
aſſert the direct contrary to facts, in hopes to deceive the 
courts of Verſailles and Madrid: but ſurely the noble Lord 
is too experienced a ſtateſman, and too well acquainted with 
the correctneſs of the intelligence of thoſe powers, on ſuch an 
important ſubject as this, to flatter himſelf that his 1rapoſi- 
tions, ſo dangerous to the ſafety of your empire, have any 
ſucceſs beyond the Britiſh Channel. The noble Lord is cer- 
tainly reſponfible for any embezzlement of the public treaſure 
through the medium of that department where he preſides, 
As to the cuſtom of miniſters fince the day of King James or 
King William, I could have wiſhed the honourable member, 
before he went ſo far back in our hiſtory, to have read the 
addreſs of this Houle, in the year 1711, to Queen Ann, upon 
abuſes exactly ſimilar to theſe, They were ſet forth to her 
Majeſty as ſubſtantial grievances to her people, and atrocious 
crimes in the miniſters to offending ;z and in her anſwer there- 
to of the 4th of June the ſame year, ſhe promiſes them ample 
redreſs; which proves, that the money granted upon ſpeciſic 
eſtimates muſt be applied to the purpoſes therein ſet forth, un- 
leſs, upon proper official application, the Parliament agre eto 
a different appropriation thereof. 

Mr. Burke expreſſed his aftoniſhment at what the Admi- 
ralty had dared to acknowledge : and, in the warmth of his 
indignation, threw the book of eftimates at the Treaſury- 
Bench ; which, taking the candle 1n its way, had nearly 
ſtruck Mr. Ellis's ſhins ; Mr, Burke exclaiming, that it was 
treating the Houſe with the utmoſt contempt, to preſent 
them with a fine gilt book of eſtimates, calculated to a far- 
thing, for purpoſes to which the money granted was never 
meant to be applied. When former miniſters had ventured 
to impole, they had the modeſty to endeavour to conceal the 
crime; it remained for the preſent to have ſuch confidence in 
their power, as to riſk an acknowledgment of their prodiga- 
lity, and to ſet at defiance the principtes of the — 


and authority of Parliament. 
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he people could not induce miniſters to employ the money to 
the principal uſes intended, that of keeping ſhips in repair, 
and building our men of war with the beſt materials that can 


0 

it be purchaſed. 

le Mr. J. Johnſtone and Mr. Hopkins likewiſe took the ſame 
„ ine of argument. The motion was agreed to without a. divi- 


fon. 
Adjourned to February 16. 
February 16. 
Report from the Committee of Supply, that 293, 2161. for 
he ordinary, and 488,095, for the extraordinaries of the na- 
y be granted for 1778. 


rould in future times be confidered as monuments of the 
roſtitution of Parliament, who have granted ſo enormous a 
ſum as 6,15-,000/, for the naval department finee the 
welent miniſters came into office, and for the expendi- 
ture of which Parliament were allowed no authentic 
uchers; and all the information they could get from the 


mder falſe pretences, and had not been applied to the uſes 
pected and allowed of by the Houſe of Commons. He 
made the clerk read the addreſs to the Crown in the reign of 


us 
e-ueen Anne, ſetting forth this practice and impoſition on 
de Ille nation, as a moſt heinous grievance, and which her Ma- 
fic Welty, in her anſwer, promiſed to redreſs. | 


Mr. Luttrell then moved, That the proper officers do 

hy before the Houſe an account of the actual diſpoſal of all 

public monies granted fince January 1, 1771, to December 

5, 1777» ſpecifying to what uſes ſuch grants have been 

tis pplied,? | p 

y. This motion was ſeconded by Mr. Thomas Townſhend, who 

ly oke in reprehenſion of ſuch unwarranted licence and prodi- 

ras Neality on the part of the miniſters. 

-nt Sir Edward Aſtley likewiſe faid a few ſentences on the ſame 

ar- Ide of the queſtion, | | 

ver Lord Mulgrave moved the previous queſtion, which was 

red Married, 

the The report was agreed to, 

in Adjourned to February 17. 
£2 | February 


Governor Johnſtone contended for the preſervation and Governor 
noſperity of the navy; and lamented that the generoſity of J. 


Mr. Temple Luttreil objected to receiving the report; he Mr. Temple 
nfiſted that the eftimates of the navy for the laſt ſeven years TureIl. 


board of Admiralty was, that the money had been obtained 
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powers and means of ſupply are not ſufficient. We moſt 


Britain, his Majeſty has no authority or other government tif 


priſoners of war to the ſudden levies of a new nation; ano 
ther, abandoning a province which had been over-run in th 
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February 17. 
A petition of ſeveral of the gentlemen, freeholders, an 

others, of the county of Norfolk, and of the city of Norwich, 
was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting forth, that your 
petitioners obſerve, with the utmoſt concern and ſurprize, 
that extraordinary endeavours are uſed 1n this county, and in 
many other parts of ' the kingdom, to raiſe men and money 
for his Majeſty's ſervice by free gifts and contributions, not 
given and granted 1n a parhamentary courſe, which unuſual 
and ſtrained efforts (concerning the very legality of which 
they conceive doubts may juſtly be entertained) while Parlia- 
ment actually fits, and at a time when his Majeſty is in ap- 
parent peace with all the powers in Europe, ſtrongly indicate 
ſome violent diſtemper in the ſtate, to which its ordinary 


« 


humbly apprehend, that if a war with any of the neighbour. 
ing nations threatens to break out, nothing can give more en 
couragement to it than the taking ſuch meaſures as tend tc 
prove this kingdom to be as much exhauſted in its ſtrength 
at the very commencement of foreign hoſtilities, as it has 
been at the cloſe of the longeſt and moſt waſteful wars Wy 
Your petitioners have been alſo called upon, in a manne 
equally alarming, by perſons of great power and rank in his 
Majeſty's ſervice, to raiſe men and money for ſupporting the 
conſtitutional authority of Great Britain. We hope and truſt 
that conſtitutional authority 1s ſafe and well ſupported 1n the 
affections of a loyal and a free people; we know of no attac. 
upon, or reſiſtance to, the operation of the laws in this coun 
ty, or in this kingdom. Impaired, as we may be, in power o 
reputation abroad, we have however peace at home ; but 1 
the thirteen once flourithing and obedient colonies of Grea 


be ſupported. A miſrepreſentation of our unhappy fituatio 
would be a mockery of our diſtreſs. An empire is loſt, £ 
great continent in arms is to be conquered or abandoned 
One whole Britiſh army of veteran troops has ſurrendereqhder 


laſt campaign, and after two engagements in the field ive 
ceſsful without advantage, having marched out to take a vie. 
of an enemy poſted in one of thoſe places of inacceflbl 
ſtrength with which America abounds, has been compelled bc 
neceſſity to march back to an open town, which they ar 


oblige to fortify for winter- quarters at an enormous expenceſ 
| th 
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ke continent of America is, it ſeems, to be conquered by 
kfeated and defenſive armies. It is a proje& we cannot - 
omprehend. Sixty thouſand ſoldiers, a force of artillery (if 
e are to judge by the charge) ſuch as never has been ſent 
vt of this kingdom, fixty thouſand ſeamen voted, more than 
hundred armed ſhips employed in this ſpecial ſervice, an 
mheard-of expence in every fort of military ſupply, have, 
ter three years ſtruggle, brought things to ſuch a ſtate, that, 
{ſtead of quieting our civil troubles, we are threatened with 
foreign war, for which, after ſuch an abundance (for we 
unnot call it ee of parliamentary grants increaſing 
kily, and with the moſt exuberant recruiting funds, we are 
alled upon to piece-out the deficiency of public wealth by 
nivate contributions; a nation of ſuch power, as this reduced 
b ſuch a ſtate, muſt loſe its reaſon and its feelings, together 
nth its glory, if it could acquieſce in its condition. It is not 
n our choice to ſuppoſe that it can have happened without a 
bult ſome where: in the generals and armies the fault cannot 
e; if their known and tried characters did not forbid all 
tþicions of them, yet his Majeſty's moſt gracious ſpeeches 
om the throne make it improper for us to entertain the leaſt 
bubt of their courage and conduct; but his Majeſty has not 
prbid us to entertain doubts of the wiſdom, care, and pru- 
ence, of thoſe who conduct his affairs; and we truſt, that 
te Houſe of Commons, whoſe duty calls, and whoſe com- 
tence and conſtitution enables them to come to the bottom 
f thoſe evils, will ſeriouſly enquire into the cauſes of our 
eſent calamitous ſituation, for we greatly fear that we, with 
e reſt of your conſtituents, have been hitherto greatly de- 
tired and deluded, with regard to the nature, the cauſe, and 
e importance of the American troubles, as well as concern- 
g the means of quieting them, both legal and coercive : 
ſe we ſhould not have the misfortune to ſee acts of Parlia- 
ent made only to be ſent back to be repealed ; armies ſent 
ut to inforce them, only to be returned to us as priſoners 
nder capitulation ; and, to ſpeak with the filial confidence of 
e ſubje&s, we plainly declare ourſelves unwilling to com- 
t any more of our national glory to attaint, and the perſons 
more of our countrymen to foreign - hardſhips and perils, 
thout any common human ſecurity, that they ſhall not, b 

e ſame errors, be expoſed to the ſame calamities and diſ- 
aces which many of thoſe have fallen into who have already 
en ſent forth. Without wiſe councils at home, we cannot 
ave empire or reputation abroad; it 1s our duty to our So- 


VoL. VIII. e ; vereign, 
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vercign, to whoſe perſon and illuſtrious Houſe we have eye 

borne the moſt diſtinguiſhed and zealous attachment, whic 
compels us to lay before this honourable Houſe this repre 
ſentation of his affairs ; we ſhall ever be foremoſt in provid 
ing for ever reaſonable and uſeful ſupply fcr the public fer 

vice; but we cannot make ourſelves the inſtruments of an 
faction, or grant money as a teft of our ſupport of it;! 
the Colonies can be brought to obedience, we are convinced 
by ſad experience, it muſt be by wiſe and lenient counſels 
and by thoſe in whom they have no experience of ill-will o 
incapacity, the one producing hatred, and the other contempt 
for our domeſtic protection, we moſt humbly conceive, tha 
our conſtitutional militia, which his Majeſty has been enable 
to call out, is the moſt effective and leaſt invidious defence 
twelve entirely new corps, conſiſting of fifteen thouſand 
Highlanders of the northern part of the united kingdom, and 
of the towns of Mancheſter and Liverpool, appointed during 
the fitting, without the previous approbation of Parliament 
and which can hardly be ready in time for American ſervice 
are not, we moſt humbly ſubmit it to ſuperior wiſdom, th 
defence in which we can or ought, for obvious reaſons, t. 
truſt, in preference to that more numerous and equally well 
trained and well- affected body, the national militia; no 
have we been given to underſtand, at a time when the war 
eſtabliſhment ſtands at comparatively low numbers, ang. 
thoſe numbers far from complete, and at a time when th 
public burthens are ſo oppreſſive, for what reaſon new cop ccc 
ſhould be raiſed, or on what grounds: if a compliment wa 
meant (at the expence of our finances, and what we concely 
the moſt ſerviceable military arrangement) the complimen 
has been confined to the above mentioned parts of this king 
dom. We do therefore with all earneſtneſs and humanit) 
pray, an enquiry into the true grounds and conduct of thi 
unhappy civil war, that the beſt means may be found fo. 
bringing it to a ſpeedy termination, for facilitating the reſto 
ration of concord and confidence to all the citizens of tht 
Britiſh empire, to avert, if poſſible, a foreign war, or, if tha 
be not poſſible, to take due care that rational, effectual, and 
becoming proviſion, in an orderly and parliamentary way 
be made for our defence and ſafety; under the accumulate 
diſtreſs of foreign and civil hoſtility, we throw ourſelves wi 
the moſt perfeck reliance on the care and wiſdom (never mor 
called for than in the preſent exigency) of a Britiſh Houle 0 
I | | Commons 
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Commons; on them we reſt the laſt hopes of a deſerving, but, 
re fear, an injured, deceived, and endangered people. 
(Signed by five thouſand four hundred.) 
Ordered, That the ſaid petition do lie upon the table. 


LC 
re 


1d 


ſer 

8 Lord North, agreeable to his promiſe, roſe to make his con- Ld. North. 
; aliatory propoſitions. He began by apologizing for the in- 

e 


ended length of his ſpeech, but he ſaid it was neceſſary, 


fom the perſpicuity and elcarneſs which he intended to make 
oe of, in giving ſatisfaction upon every part of the detail. 
fle declared, that from the beginning he had been uniformly 
lipoled to peace. That the coercive acts which he had made, 
vere ſuch as appeared to be neceſſary at the time, though in 
he event they had produced effects which he never intended. 
That as ſoon as he found that they had not the effect which 
ie intended, he propoſed a conciliatory propoſition before the 
ford was drawn. That at that time he thought, and that 
ke ſtill thinks, the terms of that propoſition would form the 


ih lappieſt, moſt equitable, and moſt laſting bond of union be- 
2 tween Great Britain and her colonies. That by a variety of 


liſcuſſions, a propoſition, that was originally clear and fimple 
nitſelt, was made to appear fo obſcure, as to go damned to 
America ; ſo that the Congreſs conceived, or took occaſion to 
repreſent it as a ſcheme for ſowing diviſions, and introducing 
xation among them in a worſe mode than the former, and 
ccordingly rejected it. | 
His idea never had been to draw any conſiderable revenue 
tther in that way, or any other, from America; that his idea 


15 ms, they ſhould contribute in a very low proportion to the 
» xpences of this country, That he had always known that 
the imerican taxation could never produce a beneficial revenue; 


at there were many forts of taxes that could not at all be 
ad on that country, and that few of them would prove worth 
be charge of collection; that the ſtamp act was the moſt ju- 
leious that could be choſen for that purpoſe, as it intereſted 
ery man who had any dealing, or any property to defend or 
cover, in the collection of the tax, and the execution of the 
ay :; but notwithſtanding the high rate at which that duty 
ad been formerly eſtimated, he did not believe its produce 
Fould have been a very conſiderable object; and if the peo- 
le had confederated, as they ſeemed in general diſpoſed to 
0, and in ſome places had actually done, to go on without 

Eee ſtamps, 


from the quantity of matter he was obliged to go into, and 
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ſtamps, it would produce nothing at all, but would encreaſc 6 
the confuſions of the country, if any attempts were made tog 
_ diſturb the tranſactions which were carried on without ſtamps, te 
That accordingly he never had propoſed any tax on America; | | 
he found them already taxed, when he unfortunately (as he 
Kill muſt ſay, whatever uſe has been, or might be made of Ib 
the word) came into adminiſtration. That his principle of el 
policy was to have had as little diſcuſſion on theſe ſubjects as 1 
poſſible, but to keep the affairs of America out of Parliament; n 
that accordingly, as he had not laid, fo did he not think it I hi 
adviſeable for him to repeal the tea-tax, nor did he ever think 
of any particular means for enforcing it. u] 
That the act enabling the Eaſt-India company to ſend teas 
to America on their own account, and with the draw-back 
of the whole duty here, was a regulation which he thought it 
not poſhble the Americans could complain of, fince it was a 
relief inſtead of an oppreſſion; but that the ill- affected there, 
and perſons concerned 1n a contraband trade, endeavoured to 
repreſent it as a monopoly ; that ſome hand-bills that were 
ſcattered about at Boſton, even ſuppoſed that he had take 
off the American three-penee per pound duty, and that eve 
on that ſuppoſition, the diiatteQed excited the people to a tu- 
mult, upon a principle totally diſtin from all idea of taxa- 
tion. + This, therefore, as he never had meant taxation as 
his object in the laſt tea- act, ſo neither did he in his conci 
liatory propoſition; but in the latter, conſidered it only as : 


means of union and good agreement between the two coun Ah 
tries; that, therefore, in what he was going to propoſe halffff v 
was uniform and conſiſtent, tl 
One of the bills he propoſed to move for was, to quiei C 
America upon the ſubje& of taxation, and to remove all h 
fears, real or pretended, of Parliament's ever attempting tal p 
tax them again, and to take away all exerciſe of the right it tl 
ſelf in future, ſo far as regarded revenue. That as to th g 
other particulars in controverſy, he obſerved that the Ame t 
ricans had deſired a repeal of all the acts paſſed ſince 1763 Ml 0 
that this could not, however, be ſuppoſed to mean any mor b 
than thoſe acts which had in ſome way or other preſſed on t 
them; for that ſome which had paſſed in 1769 were benefi n 
cial, and ſuch as they themſelves muſt conſider in that light fi 

being the granting of bounties and premiums, or the relaxa 
tion of former ſtatutes that had been grievous to them. ThaYF o 
t 


as to the late acts, ſuch as the Maſſachuſetts Charter, the 
e fiſhery 
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fiſhery, and the prohibitory bills, as they were the effect of the 


quarrel, they ſhould ceaſe ; and that as to complaints of mat- 
ters of a various nature, authority ſhould be given to ſettle 
them to the ſatisfaction of America. | 

That all theſe matters, conſiſting of a great variety, would 
be better left to the diſcuſſion of commiſſioners, than to be 
eſtabliſhed here by act of Parliament, or by explicit powers 
given for each ſpecific purpoſe ; for that the Americans in the 
negotiation would conſider every conceſſion made actually 
here, to be a part of the baſis of the treaty, and therefore ne- 
yer to be receded from, and would accumulate new demands 
upon that; therefore, as every thing of that kind might be 
variouſly modified by agreement, he was for leaving the 
whole to commiſſioners. 

That the commiſſioners formerly appointed had very large 
powers, ſo indeed he underſtood thoſe powers; but that as 
others ſeemed to conſider them as more limited than in reality 
they were, he ſhould take care now to be very explicit, and 
that he would give them full powers, to treat, diſcuſs, and 
conclude upon every point whatever. That as ſome difficul- 
ties had ariſen about the powers given to the commiſſioners, 
of treating with the Congreſs by name, he would now re- 
move that difficulty, by empowering and enabling the com- 
miſſioners to treat with the Congreis as if it were a legal body, 
and would fo far give it authenticity, as to ſuppole its acts 
and conceſſions would bind all America. That they ſhould 
have powers to treat with any of the provincial aſſemblies 
upon their preſent conſtitution, and with any individuals in 
their preſent civil capacities or military commands; with 
General Waſhington, or any other officer. That they ſhould 
have a power, whenever they thought requiſite, to order a ſuſ- 
penſion of arms, That they ſhould have a power to ſuſpend 
the operation of all laws. That they ſhould have a power of 


granting all ſorts of pardons, immunities, and rewards. That 


they ſhould have a power of reſtoring all the colonies, or any 


of them, to the form of its antient conſtitution, as it ſtood 
before the troubles ; any of thoſe where the King nominated 
the governors, council, judges, and other magiſtrates, to no- 
minate ſuch at their diſcretion, till the King's further plea- 
ſure be known, 

That as the powers of the former commiſſioners. had been 
objected to, ſo the Congreſs had raiſed a difficulty, on pre- 
tence of the non- admiſſion of their title to be nnn 

- ates, 
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ſtates. As the Americans might claim their independence 
on the outſet, he would not inſiſt on their renouncing it 
till the treaty ſhould receive its final ratification by the King 
and Parliament of Great Britain. 

That the commiſſioners ſhould be inſtructed to negotiate 
for ſome reaſonable and moderate contribution towards the 
common defence of the empire when re-united : but to take 
away all pretence for not terminating this unhappy diffe- 
rence, the contribution was not to be inſiſted on as a /ine qua 
non of the treaty ; but that if the Americans ſhould refuſe ſo 
reaſonable and equitable a propoſition, they were not to com- 
plain, if hereafter they were not to look for ſupport from 
that part of the empire to whoſe expence they had refuſed to 
contribute, That it might be aſked, if his ſentiments had 
always been ſuch with regard to taxation and peace, and why 
he had not made this propoſition at a more early period ? To 
this he anſwered, his opinion had ever been, that the moment 
of victory was the proper time for offering terms of concct- 
fion. That the Houſe might remember, that at the begin- 
ning of the ſeſſion he had declared, that ſuch. were his ſenti- 
ments; he at that time thought that the victories obtained 


by Sir William Howe had been more deciſive, and that he 


knew nothing of General Burgoyne's misfortune. That 
when the news of that misfortune had arrived, and that the 
victories obtained by Sir William Howe could not be fo im- 
proved, as to hinder General Waſhington from appearing 
with ſome ſuperiority in the field, and that the King's troops 


were obliged to retire, and fortify themſelves in winter quar- 


ters, the firſt thing that occurred to him, as the nation was 
ſtill ſtrong and vigorous, that they could raiſe a number of 
men, and that the reſources were far from exhauſted, that 
their ſtrength ſhould be exerted to repair the loſſes, and to 
parſue the war with vige ar to a happy termination: but 
when he reflected upon the uncertainty of events, which had 
hitherto ſo much diſappointed his expectation, and that in 
caſe of the utmoſt ſucceis, the terms which he now propoſed 


muſt be ſubſtantially the ſame as he ſhould propole in the 


height of victory, he ſaw no reaſon to prevent the protract- 


ing the war, the effuſion of blood, and the immoderate ex- 

pence, he would offer the ſame propoſitions now. I 
That he was convinced that they would conſiderably aid 
the operations of war, as they would themſelves be aided by 
the force in America, which was ſtill very great; that : 
caſe 
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caſe nothing farther could be done by force, at any rate, they 
would be offered with more grace than hereafter. 

That the events of war in America had turned out very 
differently from his expectation; that great force had been 
procured to be ſent into America, but to little purpoſe hi- 
therto. | : 

That he muſt confeſs himſelf extremely diſappointed in his 
expectations of the effect of our military force. He did not 
mean at that time to condemn, or even to call into queſtion, 
the conduct of any of our commanders, but he had been dit- 
appointed. That Sir William Howe had not only been in 
the late actions, and in the whole courſe of the campaign, in 
coodneſs of troops, and in all manner of ſupplies, but in 
numbers too, much ſuperior to the American army which 
oppoſed him in the field. That General Burgoy ne, who was 
at length overpowered by numbers, had been in numbers, un- 
til the affair at Bennington, near twice as ſtrong as the army 
under General Gates. That all theſe things had happened in 
a manner very contrary to his expectation. | | 

That, for his part, he never had made a promiſe which he 
did not perform, or receive an information which he did not 
communicate, That he only kept back the names of thoſe 
who had given him information, and which it would be un- 
faithful and inhumane to divulge ; that he promiſed a great 
army ſhould be ſent out, and a great army had been ſent out; 
there were 60,000 men and upwards : that he had promiſed a 
great flect ſhould be employed, and a great fleet had been 
employed, and is now employed ; that they ſhould be pro- 
rided with every kind of ſupply, and that they had been 
ſ moſt amply and liberally, and might be ſo for years to 
come; that if the Houſe was deceived, they had deceived 


themſelves. 
On the whole, his conceſſions were from reaſon and pro- 


priety, not from neceſſity; that we were in a condition to 


carry on the war much longer. We might raiſe many more 
men, and had many more men ready to ſend, for the navy 
was neyer in greater ſtrength, the revenue very little ſunk, 
and that he could raiſe the ſupplies for the current year, as a 
little time would thew ; that he ſubmitted the whole, with 
regard to the propriety of his paſt and preſent conduR, to 
the judgment of the Houle. 


Mr. Fox roſe next: he ſaid that he could not refuſe his Mr. Far. 


aſſent to the propoſitions made by Lord North; that he was 


very glad to find that they were, in the main, ſo _— and 
ſatis- 


» 
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ſatisfactory, and that he believed they would be ſupported by 
all thoſe with whom he had the honour to act. That they 
did not materially differ from thoſe which had been made by 
a friend of his [Mr. Burke] about three years ago ; that the 
very ſame arguments which had been uſed by the minority, 
and very nearly in the ſame words, were uſed by the nob] 
Lord upon this occaſion. He was glad to find, that b 
had wholly relinquiſhed the right of taxation, as this wa 
a fundamental; he was glad, alſo, that he had declared hi 
intention of giving the commiſſioners power to reſtore the 
charter of Maſſachuſett's- Bay; for giving the ſatisfactiot 
which he | Lord North] propoſed, it — be neceſſary fo 
Parliament to give the ſame ſecurity, with regard to charten, 
which it had given with regard to taxation; that the Amer. 
cans were full as jealous of the rights of their aſſemblies, 2 
of taxation ; and their chief obje& 

tendency to affe the former. 

He wiſhed that this conceſſion had been made more early 
and upon principles more reſpectful to Parliament. To tellitrcs 
them, that if they were deceived, they had deceived them t 
ſelves, was neither kind nor civil to an aſſembly, which, forÞual 
fo many years, had relied upon him with ſuch unreſerved con 
fidence ; that all public bodies, like the Houſe of Commons 
muſt give a large confidence to perſons in office; and tha 
only method of preventing the abuſe of that confidence wapian 
to puniſh thoſe who had mifinformed them concerning the 
true ſtate of their affairs, or conducted them with negligence 
Ignorance, or incapacity ; that Lord North's arguments upot 
this ſubje& might be all collected into one point, his excuſes 
all reduced into one apology, his total ignorance. | 

He hoped and was difappointed ; he expected a great dea 
and found little to anſwer his expeQtations. He thougit 
America would have ſubmitted to his laws, and they refiſteq 
them. He thought they would have ſubmitted to his armes 
and they were beaten by inferior numbers. He made conc 
liatory propoſitions, and he thought they would ſucceed, but 
they were rejected. He appointed commiffioners to mak 
peace, and he thought they had powers, but he found the 
could not make peace, and nobody believed that they ha nt? 
any powers. That he had ſaid many ſuch things as he ha 
thought fit in his conciliatory propoſition ; he thought it 
proper method of quieting the Americans upon the affair 
taxation. If any perſon ſhould give himſelf the trouble 0 
reading that propofition, he would find not one word of 

cor 


ion to the latter was it 
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eorreſpondent to the repreſentation made of it by its framer. 
That the ſhort account of it was, that the noble Lord in that 
propoſition aſſured the colonies, that when Parliament had 
taxed them as much as they thought proper, they would tax 
them no more. That he would vote for the preſent propoſi- 
tion, becauſe it was much more clear and ſatisfactory, for ne- 
ceſſity had cauſed him to ſpeak plain. 

But if the conceſſion ſhould be found ample enough, and 
ſhould be found to come too late, what puniſhment will be 
ſufficient for thoſe who adjourn Parliament, in order to make 
z propoſition of conceſſion, and then had neglected to do it 
until France had concluded a treaty with the independent 
ſlates of America? That he could anſwer with certain 
for the truth of his information ; 1t was no light matter, 
Mind came from no contemptible authority ; he therefore 
riſhed that the miniſtry would give the Houſe ſatisfaction in 
his intereſting point, whether they knew any thing of this 
reaty, and whether they had not been informed previouſly 
em- Jo the making of their propoſition of a treaty, which would 
nake that propoſition as uſeleſs to the peace, as it was humi- 
lating to the dignity of Great Britain. 

Mr. T. Pitt ſpoke with the greateſt firmneſs againſt the Mr. Z. 
Weneral ſyſtem of the miniſtry ; ſaid, that the repeal of the Pin. 
amp act was not only looked upon by the Americans, but 

Sy all Europe, as a ſolemn relinquiſhment of the claim of tax- 

tion; that the fatal renewing of that claim would coſt this 
ation thirty millions of money, beſides twenty or thirty 
Whouſand lives; for he conſidered every American killed as a 
ellow- ſubject loſt, | 2 

Sir Philip Jennings Clerke ſaid, he could not carry his com- Sir Pbilg 
laiſance fo far as to thank the noble Lord for the propoſitions - 
chich he had produced, becauſe he conſidered it as an act of * 
eceflity, not of choice. The noble Lord, indeed, had ſaid, 
ey ſhould be fair and equitable. Admitting them to be ſo, 
Wicy paſs the ſevereſt cenſure on the noble Lord's conduct for 
Micſe three years laſt, as they contain a total reverſal of all 
Foſe acts, and conſequently declare them to have been all 
Infair and unequitable. What ſatisfaction then could the 
oble Lord give to this injured country, for the millions of 
oney and thouſands of lives which have been expended in 
is unequitable war? What reparation could the noble Lord 
ake to the fatherleſs children and widows, and a great coun- 

, Which he has made deſolate, and has oppreſled ? 3 | 
: - 
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The noble Lord, he ſaid, had taken credit to himſelf for 
having mentioned the word conciliation the firſt day of the 2 
ſeſſion. He was willing to allow him more; he talked of it It 
he ſaid, on the news of General Burgoyne's defeat; the no- f 
ble Lord was alarmed and frightened, and he thought it ne. t 
ceſſary to throw out ſome lure to keep his friends together, il © 
Unluckily for this country, the noble Lord juſt at that time » 
received a cordial which elevated him exceedingly ; it was ani t 
offer from Manchcfter to raiſe a regiment : he raiſed his} v 
voice, and began to talk loud of the ſtreggth and ſpirit of the { 
| 2 0k, and turned his mind to his favourite object, the pro-M 1 
ecution of the war, The Parliament was adjourned for feycaſ 7 
weeks, and the noble Lord raiſed an army during their ab- tl 
fence : but he gave a bad ſpecimen of the ſtrength of this coun- t! 


try; for he told us, that he could not raiſe ſeven or eight thou- 


ſand men in England, and was to get them from the Highland 
of Scotland, 50 much for the firength of the country, An 
to the ſpirit of it, he could only obſerve, that a good national h 
ſpirit might be of infinite uſe to a country, well directed and 0 
well applied: but, otherwiſe, it would have the ſame effect c 
as ſpirit in a blind horſe ; if you turn him looſe, it will make 
him run his head againſt the wall, and dafh his brains out, fi 
The noble Lord had lately ſaid, he had been a good friend to w 
his country. Great men, he ſaid, ſhould be judged by theirſ-a 
works, not their words. He wiſhed to take a comparative n 
view of the ſtate of this country at the preſent time, wit 
what it was in the time of the adminiſtration of the Earl off L 
Chatham, That noble Lord had raiſed his country to the tl 
higheſt pitch of honour and glory; from the time he left ad- n 
miniſtration, it has been gradually declining, and is now got n. 
to the very edge of a precipice, from which it is likely to fall, ol 
perhaps never to riſe again. | | th 
Ever fince the noble Lord had been in adminiftration, he m 
had told the Houle that he came to the helm when the vetlc!M d 
was in danger, and he would bring her ſafe into harbour th 
The noble Lord had not proved ſo able a navigator as h4Þ I 
thought himſelf to be; he carried too much ſail at firſt, andi w 
loft his maſts in the ſtorm; he then began to throw all the va b. 
Iuable part of his cargo overboard ; he had kept pumping, and ttt 
pumping, and pumping ever fince, and can now hardly keep tha ty 
veſſel above water, The noble Lord had now ſet up ſome jury v. 
maſts, but he would never be able to ſteer her ſafe into hat- li 
pour; the paſſengers ſecurity was in imminent danger; the w 
required, and had a right to demand a better man to be pull in 
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at the helm. It would be difficult, he ſaid, for any man now 
to free her from the impending danger; but it was juſt and 
fair to let ſome other perſon attempt it. Eut to drop the me- 
taphor: the noble Lord, he ſaid, having failed of the means 
of coercion, had adopted another language; his hopes now 
were in the natural good diſpoſition of the people of America 
to this country. He did not think, he ſaid, the noble Lord 
was quite the proper perſon to gain upon their affections, or 
ſoothe them into compliance; if there was any chance yet 
remaining of recovering them from the power of France, and 
regaining their confidence, it was moſt likely to be effected by 
thoſe people who had always ſhewn a good diſpoſition towards 
them, and not by thoſe who had taken every opportunity to 
il|-treat and abuſe them, who had added inſult to injury, and 
waded deep in their blood. If the door of conciliation was 
not already thut, it could be open only to ſuch men as they 


had reaſon to think had been well inclined towards them, and 
on whoſe friendly diſpoſitions towards them they might ſe- 


curely place ſome confidence. : 
Mr. Baldwin declared he had been deceived by the mini- Mr. Bald. 


ſter; that three years ago he aſked him whether a revenue vin. 


was meant by the claim? That he was anſwered, it was; 


and upon that ground alone he had hitherto voted with the 


miniſtry, 


Mr. Aubrey ſaid, that he roſe to give his aſſent to the noble Mr. Aubrey. 


Lord's propoſitions, though with little hope, he confeſſed, of 
their producing any good effect; for that, whatever the Ame- 
ricans might ſuffer by the continuance of the war, he could 
not be perſuaded they would ever be willing to receive the 


olive branch, when held out to them by hands fo ſtained with 


the blood of their countrymen: but, as he had upon a for- 
mer occaſion, been for a ſimilar queſtion, he thought it a 
duty he owed to conſiſtency, to be for the one propoſed by 
the noble Lord, as the avowed object of it at leaſt was peace. 


The time he had juſt alluded to, he ſaid, was the year 1775, 


when he voted for the motion which was made to the Houſe 


by an honourable gentleman [Mr. Burke] for the repeal of 
the American compulſory acts. He gave his vote then from 


two motives; one was, his being one of thoſe who, from the 
very beginning of theſe unhappy differences, thought the Par- 
lament of Great Britain had no right to.tax the Americans 
while they were unrepreſented in it; the other was, his think- 
ing that ach a repeal, ſolicited as it then was by the united 
yoice of the whole continent, would haye brought things back 
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to their old ſtate of tranquility and confidence. The great 
objection then made was, the dignity of Parliament. It was 
1h vain to urge, that the beſt ſupport of dignity was juſtice; 
that maxim was out of date, and unattended to. We began 
with condemaing without firſt hearing, and proceeded accord- 
ingly. The conſequence has been, that we are now, after 
an enormous waſte of blood and treaſure, reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity of giving up both the dignity of Parliament and the 
claim of taxation together. So much was clearly implied in 
the noble Lord's propoſed ſuſpenſion of the compulſory acts. 
But in the mean time, what have the Americans been doing ? 
They, Sir, provoked, and rendered deſperate by our unre. 
lenting rigour, have diſavowed all dependence on, and con- 
nection with, this country, They did this, likewiſe, at a 
time when their affairs wore but an unpromiſing aſpect; when 
their paper currency was in the greateſt diſcredit, their nego- 
tiations at the different courts in Europe were hopeleſs, and 
our army, that had invaded their country, was not only nu- 
merous, but victorious; an army, Sir, of which the Ame- 

ricans ſeemed to think as Hannibal thought of the Romans, 

us OPLMus 
Fallere & effugere eſt triumphus. 

The balance of ſucceſs, however, has fince that period turned 
in their favour. And if we were not able to avail ourſelves 
of their fear, I leave every man to judge, what the preſent 
miniſters have to expect from their affection. That their 
affairs are comparatively in a proſperous condition, and ours 
declining, muſt, I think, be evident to every one from the 
5 N e now offered to us. It is true, that the noble 
ord | Lord North] has, with an air of fortitude, juſt aſſured 
us, that our army is great and powerful, and that our navy 
is great and powerful ;” but would thoſe miniſters, [Lords 
North and Germaine] who talked of nothing leſs than uncon- 
ditional ſubmiſſion, and bringing America proftrate at their 
'feet, would they, Sir, have voluntarily repealed thoſe ob- 
noxious acts, if they were not convinced, that our ſtrength 
was inadequate to the conteſt ? And do we at this time ex- 
pect, that, after having reſiſted and baffled our utmoit efforts, 
they will ever ſheath the ſword without ſufficient ſecurity 
againſt the injuries they have complained of being repeated ? 
Will not the ſolemn official promiſe of Lord Hillſborough (the 
making of which promiſe ought to be as much reſent |y 
every member of the Britiſh Parliament, as the breach 
is by every American) I ſay, will not that alone jufilif. i 
ne 
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eat unericans in declining any negotiation with men, who, hav- 
728 Ning thus laid the foundation of the war in perfidiouſneſs, have 
e; ¶ built upon it with cruelty ? I cannot, therefore, flatter myſelf 
n Nrith the hopes of reconciling America with the propoſed bill. 


Thoſe privileges and immunities for which the Americans 
have ventured their lives and fortunes, they will not, now 
the hazard 1s ſo nearly over, truſt for a moment in the hands 
they have juſt reſcued them from. To what then does the 
preſent motion tend? Not to pacify the Americans, who will 
never be contented with terms, while they have reaſon to 
litruct thoſe who offer them. No, Sir, it tends only to 
amuſe England by a. deluſive proſpect of reconciliation, and 
thereby to ſuſpend at leaſt the vengeance of an injured and in- 


ſulted public. 


noble Lord, who denied that he had been miſled or deceived; 
tat he roſe to aſſert again, with indignation, that he had 
been groſſly deceived by the uniform language of govern- 
ment for three years paſt ; that with regard to the preſent 
queſtion, the noble Lord had opened fo little the nature of 
the commiſhon, that he was hardly prepared to comment 
ed ron it, but that his ardent with was for peace. He then 
es Wreferred to the hint thrown out by Mr. Fox, of the alliance 
nt between France and America, and called upon the noble Lord 
ir v anſwer that fact, eſpecially as the information tallied with 
rs {What he himſelf had heard from undoubted authority. That 
ze ßſrom the ſame authority he knew, that a very conſiderable 
le body of forces had marched, within this fortnight, from the 
d interior provinces of France, and that the language held by 

that power was of the moſt offenſive nature; he therefore in- 
1s WH ited on having theſe facts anſwered, and concluded with re- 
\Woinding the Houſe, that theſe were the victories promiſed 
ir to them, this the revenue to the landed gentlemen, and this 
-e triumph to Parliament: but aſſured government, that 
ch though he might differ from them, he would not hang upon 
- Sr which looked like peace. 


rd North at length anſwered, that he could not ſay from La. Ner, 


y uthority that the treaty alluded to was ſigned ; that, indeed, 
it was poſſible, nay too probable, but not authenticated by 
e the ambaſſador. | 

His Lordſhip's motions were, 
That leave be given to bring in a bill to enable his Majeſty 
v appoint commiſſioners to treat, conſent, and agree on the 


»s 


4 


Mr. Grenville aſſured the Houſe, he did not intend to trou- Mr. Gren- 
ble them, if he had not been particularly adverted to by the e. 
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means of quieting the diſorders now ſubſiſting in certain e 
the colonies, plantations and provinces of America. 
That this propoſition be referred to the conſideration of 
committee of the whole Houſe. this 
That leave be given to bring in a bill for declaring the in vas 
tention of the Parliament of Great Britain, concerning thy | 
exerciſe of the right of impoſing taxes on the colonies, planWemp 


tations, and provinces of America. bavi 
Which were agreed to without a diviſion, Adjourned tber 
ebruary 19. ture 
February 19. | not 

Conciliatory bills brought in and read, men 

a February 20. exce 


Same bills read a ſecond time and committed. Adjourneq in a 
to February 23. 


February 23. 

Previous to the Houſe going into a committee on the tw 
conciliatory bills, Mr. Serjeant Adair moved, that it be at 
inſtruction to the committee of the bill for appointing com can 
miſſioners, &c. that they have power to make proviſion fo 
nominating the commiſſioners by the ball. e ſaid, tha 
this was no infringement on the prerogative of the Crowa over 
this was no matter that lay within its ordinary fœderal capa and 
city; it was a commiſſion appointed by Parliament, in ordedWigre 
to treat about the rights of Parliament itſelf, the ſuſpending ſters 
its laws, and the ſurrender of its rights, or of what it hadWig 
always conſidered or had claimed as tuch ; that for the HoulgWati! 
to give blindly ſuch a power out of their hands, to be exer hor 
ciſed at the mere pleaſure of the Crown, and by perſons t ngh 
them utterly unknown, was in effect a complete ſurrender ol the | 
the whole conſtitution of this country into the hands of the nſtz 
King; that, therefore, he thought himſelf bound to refill lati 
this moſt unconſtitutional meaſure, by every means in his V 
power; that as to any difficulties which might be ſuppoſed! by t 
the execution of this mode of appointment, they had bee ſons 
all completely got over in the Eaſt India bill, where, wit truſt 
ſuch ſufficient facility, Parliament had nominated commiſ the 
ſioners for a matter of mere executive government, and one 


in which no parliamentary rights or powers were at all con Hunter 
derned; that he hoped, as himſelf and the gentlemen in the they 
late minority had given, and would give lo clear a ſupport tc that 
the conciliatory meaſures of the miniſter, late as they werqſſ”*1g 


adopted, he alſo hoped the miniſter, on his part, would like ide 
wiſe act à fair and candid part with them, and not take then 
| | 11 


/ 
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in for a dangerous extenſion of prerogative, whilſt they were 
pining him in an attempt to reſtore peace to the country. 
Mr. Moyſey oppoſed it, as taking the executive power out Mr. 2:yſey. 
of the hands of the Crown. That to hold out to the world at | 
this time, that Parliament entertained a jealouſy of the Crown, 
in Was not likely to promote the good effects which were propoſed 
thy this bill. That it would be a violent act, after having 
an empowered and directed the Crown to carry on the war, after 
having authorized the Crown to make peace, if 1t could have 
td been effected by the ſubmifſion of America, for the legiſla- 
ture on a ſudden to hold their hand and ſay, the Crown ſhall 
wot negotiate for peace. That there was no inſtance of Parlia- 
nent taking ſuch an appointment as this into their own hands, 
except 1n the reign of Richard the Second, which a& was 
1eMin a few years repealed in terms of reproach, as having uſurped 
won the royal province. That the progreſs of ſuch a buſi- 
refs in that Houſe would be attended with the groſſeſt incon- 
renience ; that the Houſe muſt agree or diſagree among them- 
ſelves upon the nomination ; if they diſagreed, that circum- 
ance of itſelf would be ſufficient to ſhew the impropriety 
of 550 people coming to an election of ſo important a nature; 
aa not to mention the inconvenience of ſuch a diſſention going 
over to America, or the aukwardneſs of a debate upon names 
and particular individuals, If, on the other hand, the Houſe 
zreed, and took at once the nomination of the King's mini- 
fers, it would come to the ſame thing as if it had been left 
driginally to the Crown, with this material difference, ope- 
nating to their own diſadvantage ; that if the appointment 
ſhould be a bad one, they would preclude themſelves from all 
tight of calling the miniſters to an account for miſadviſing. 
ole Crown, an inconvenience that would ever apply to every 
\Minſtance where an attempt ſhould be made to blend the legi- 
Wllative and executive power together. . . 
Mr. Vedderburne ſaid, that the powers intended to be given Mr. d. 
by the commiſſion could not be ſafely executed but by per- derbarne. 
ſons appointed by the Crown; that the Crown had been in- 
truſted with the appointment of commiſſioners to treat upon 
the union of the two kingdoms, and had had power to ſuſ- 
pend the acts of Parliament which prevented the free trading 
intercouſe between the two kingdoms during the treaty; that 
they were ordered to keep the whole tranſaction ſecret, and 
that they had ſo kept it; that nothing could give a proper 
weight and ſupport to the commiſhoners but the perfect con- 
idence which Parliament ſhewed that they repoſed in govern- 
Shag ˙ wana pag a 
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A. 
ment; that the nomination of commiſſioners in that Hoy ve 
would prove a thing clearly impracticable, on account of Hef 
indecent, perſonal diſcuſſions that it would give riſe to; ang pu 

he declared, that if that queſtion ſhould be carried, and the iv! 
commiſſioners nominated by Parliament, he would be againſti e 

| the whole commiſſion, the bill, and the plan they belonged to. In 
Ms. Fox. Mr. Fox ſaid, nothing could fo effectually defeat the pur 
poſe of the commiſſion, as the leaſt thought that ParliamendWi 
repoſed any confidence in the preſent ſervants of the Crown 19 
that this would be a perpetual ſubject of diſtruct, jealoufy lu 
and animoſity to the Americans; that this miniſtry, or anyſſſ 
perſons of their appointment, could not have any title to fiche 
confidence of America. The miniſters were all the declared ©! 
enemies of America, and were only brought to a late and ab- cn 
ject ſubmiſſion, by a failure in their attempts to oppreſs them ©» 
by force; that the commiſſioners whom they appointed muſii ha. 
accordingly be perſons of their own ſtamp and character M©? 
perſons who would be more ſolicitous to ſereen miniſters thaqᷓ ¶ ud 
to ſerve their country, and are qualified to irritate, rathei 
than to appeaſe America; that the ſecretary of ſtate for th * 
colonies (the author of all the violent and coercive meaſures ie! 
was by his office to have the nomination of the commiſſioner I be 
Suppoſe, the firſt part of the terms ſhould be the puniſhmengWitt 
of that very miniſter, would the perſons nominated by him Ur 
be impartial commiſſioners, and fit for their duty in ſuch 4e 
caſe ? That he was aſtoniſhed at the inſolence of miniſte | 
who when they ſhould be in ſackcloth and aſhes, for the ruiq ba- 
which they have brought on their country, were preſumpWric 
tuouſly making demands of unlimited confidence, and callinꝗ th: 
to have the few remaining powers which had been left to Par N. 
lament ſurrendered into their hands, and be diſpoſed of 28 
their pleaſure, | Wa 
Mr. Barks. Mr. Burke ſaid, that the preſent was a queſtion of men ler 
that the meaſure was decided upon, which was to give a full the 
power to diſpoſe of all the legiſlative acts, and all the legitla: do! 
tive powers of Parliament, ſo far as they concerned America ta 
That there never had been ſuch a truſt delegated to men, andffſ che 
that therefore nothing ever was more important than the pro 
per choice of them; that if miniſters had hitherto ſhewn, ini wt 
any one inſtance, that they had formed a right judgment onlff fu 
men, he would admit, that they ought to be truſted with th ne 
nomination of men upon this occaſion. Next to honeſty ref 
(which he would not diſpute with. the miniſters) the ground] po 
of confidence in mon was founded on two things; that the of 


wi 


* 


ef 


were incapable of deceiving others, and were alike incapable 
of being deceived themſelves. That the miniſters had been 
publicly charged in that Houſe by thoſe who had all along 
ſupported their meaſures, with having deceived them; and 
their juſtification had been, that they were themſelves deceived 
in every particular relating to America, Now, take it which 
ray you pleaſe, he ſaid, whether they were deceivers, as their 
friends aſſert, or deceived, as themſelves alledge, they are 
not fit on either ground to be truſted ; that they, who had 
judged ſo ill of the men they had credited, in all their infor- 
mation concerning America, would not judge better in the 
choice of the men whom they nominated to get rid of the fatal 
conſequences of that ill information. That their conſtant de- 
fence, with regard to the ill ſucceſs of their army in Ameri- 
ca, was the incapacity, error, or neglect of the generals they 
had appointed ; that though he did not believe this was the 
cauſe, yet on their own confeſhon, they had made a wrong 
judgment of the perſons they had employed ; and if they were 
ſo unhappy in the choice of generals, they would not prove 
more fortunate in their choice of negotiators, He appre- 
hended, that no good could come of any negotiation what- 
ſoe ver intruſted to their hands; that the affair was not too 
little to be undertaken by Parliament itſelf, If parhamen- 
tary rights muſt be negotiated upon, it was fit to be done by 
a committee of the two Houſes of Parliament. : 

In order to ſettle India affairs, a committee of the Houſe 
had fat in Leadenhall-Street ; they might as well fit in Ame- 
rica ; the object is more important, if the diſtance is greater; 
that he ſaw the drift of the whole; the miniſters thought to 
pay their court, by extending the prerogative, in proportion 
as they had leſſened the empire; and that this war (which 
was pretended to bs made to prevent the King's having a re- 
venue in America independent of Parliament, and to aſſert 
the power of the Houſe of Commons, to tax all the Britiſh 
dominions) now terminated in a ſurrender of the right of 


taxation, and of all other parliamentary rights to adviſe or 


check the power of the crown. 


393 


Governor Johnſtone ſupported the ſame fide, He blamed, Gov. Jen 


what he called the weakneſs of the argument drawn from there: 
ſuppoſed impoſſibility of diſcuſſing the merits of commiſſio- 
ners in that Houſe ; ſaid, that it had not delayed the bill for 
regulating the Eaſt-India company, for that the clauſe ap- 
pointing the commiſſioners had been poſtponed until the reſt 


WU of the bill was finiſhed, He faid, that the commiſſioners 


Vor, VIII. Ee e ought 
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ought to be men of great weight, perſons if not well, at leaſt b 
not ill, affected to the Americans; men who were known top 
have an opinion of their own, not merely looking towards 
the court. b 

Mr. Pitt thought it not very material, whether the com. Wn 
miſſioners were named by the Crown, or by the Houſe; but 
was of opinion, that they would be more reſponſible, if they v 
were named by the Crown. He hoped, that as they had pro. Wm 
ceeded ſo far with unanimity, that they would not now divide, A 
except upon the moſt eſſential points. [= an 

Lord John Cavendiſh ſeemed to think the difference between Myo 
ſending out commiſſioners by the Crown or Parliament was of Mex 
much importance: but he conſidered alſo the expediting theſeWni 
bills to be ſo neceſſary, that he would have nothing ſtarted inn 
the way of that object; that the miniſters had threatened theWl t 
minority with the rejection of their own plan of reconciliation, 
if they were not to have it exactly in their own way ; that 
the public would eaſily ſee who was the true mother of the 
child, by the care of preſerving it. 

The queſtion was put, and the motion rejected. The 
Houſe did not divide. | | the 


Mr. Pawys moved an inſtruction to the committee on theWeil 
conciliatory bills, to receive a clauſe to repeal the Maſlachu-Wnel 
ſett's charter act. ow 

The Lord Advocate ſupported it. F tur 

Mr. Fell;fe.. I fear it will be neceſſary for me to take up 
more of your time than I could wiſh. Poſſeſſed neither o 
eloquence to pleaſe, or oratory to enforce my opinions, I am 
under the neceſſity of ſtating in ſimple language my ſent 
ments; ſentiments which flow from a heart anxious for the 
good of the ſtate, and a mind unawed and unbiaſſed, but by a 
true regard for the intereſt of my country. 

Sir, at the commencement of this war, I troubled you wit 
declaring my hearty averſion to it. I &deavoured to convince 
you, that ſhould it prove ſucceſsful, the utmoſt we could hope 
the utmoſt advantage we could gain, was an abject ſubmiſ 
ſion of the colonies through fear; a ſubmiſſion which it wa: 
not the intereſt of this country to deſire, and which, as | 
originated in terror, muſt end in rebellion ; for there is nc 
axiom more true, than that authority which is eſtabliſhed anc 
_ ſupported. by force alone, may and will be reſiſted when tha 
force is diminiſhed or removed; nor is any propoſition mort 
plear, than that America encreaſing the number of * inha 
4 | 0 LY 
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eaſt MW bitants, muſt ſoon riſe above any apprehenſions from your 


1 to Ml power. | | 
ads I told you, Sir, you might ſmother the flame with coals, 


but the fire would burſt forth in general conflagration ; you 


m- MW might conquer, but you never would convince by the ſword, 
but then opened a more diſmal proſpect. I ſuppoſed (which 
hey I was then received as viſionary and ideal) that your armies 
ro- night be reſiſted, perhaps defeated ; that inſtead of ſeeing 
ide, MW America at your feet, you might find her brave, reſolute, 
and determined; that the war might laſt ſome years; that 


cen MWjou might ſhed your nobleſt, deareſt blood; that you might 
s of exhauſt all your refources : that France might aid the colo- 
heſeM nies, and you not dare to reſent the inſult; that the kingdom 
d in might be reduced to the abyſs of diſtreſs in which it now is; 
the then aſked the noble Lord, who was and ſtill is the oſtenſible 
ion, ¶ conductor off the affairs of this nation, what amends he could 
thatMmake to thoſe he had involved in this calamity ; to thoſe gen- 


temen who credulouſly had pledged their lives and fortunes 
in ſupport of his meaſures. Having thus publickly avowed 
my averſion to the war, having ſtated in the ſtrongeſt language 
the conſequences which I foreſaw, I have been thought in- 
conſiſtent in giving my ſupport to the continuance of what I 
diſapproved in the commencement. Sir, I aſk your forgive- 
neſs for entering into this matter; but it is a duty I owe my 
own character, to reconcile my conduct. At that conjunc- 
ture, before the ſword was drawn, two alternatives offered 
themſelves, the one was plain, eaſy, and to my underſtanding 
obvious; it could have taken little time, it could have coſt 
am neither blood nor treaſure ; if it had failed, the laſt might have 
been adopted ; with much better pretence we then might have 
drawn the ſword : a conciliatory conduct could not have in- 
flamed the ſore, but hoſtility lacerated the wound, and has 
liſmembered half the empire. Before this cruel war com- 
menced, I was anxious to obtain that tranquility by lenient 
nceFneaſures, which hoſtility could never effect. The majority 
pe. of this Houſe, the whole nation, were of a different opinion, 
miſYthey rejected the palm, and drew the ſword. Hoſtilities being 
was commenced, and independence declared, the idea of accom- 
5 i modation vaniſhed ; nothing but vigour could regain Ame- 
5 ndFrica ; it called for unanimity, it called for all your exertions 
anit was my duty then to ſupport the honour of my country. 
tha When America defied our force, we ſhould have betrayed the 
aon very cowardice with which we have branded them, to have 
haiſued for peace; as while there was a poſſibility of concilia- 
ats tion, conciliatory meaſures ought to have been adopted; fo 
Eee 2 when 
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when reconciliation was paſſed, force could only be met by 
force. 

Sir, it is always painful to differ from thoſe we reſpect, and 
in queſtions of ſmall importance, if every man was to follow 
his own caprice, no government could laſt a day; the buſineſs 
of this empire would be anarchy and confuſion : but when the 
fate of thouſands is at ſtake, when millions may be waſted, 
and an empire loſt, he ill deferves to fit here, who can from 
any motive ſacrifice his opinion. It is not in the power of 
the Crown to bribe a man of property on ſuch occaſions. It 
is not an empire that can pay a man for his own deſtruction. 
Sir, ſince America hath avowed independence, and profeſſedly 
contemned your power, it is my ſincere opinion, that the 
meaſures of government have not only been defenſible, but 
no others could have been adopted; and I am ſure, no mini- 
ſter, who regarded his own ſituation, and wiſhed*the real in- 
tereſt and honour of his ceuntry, could have purſued any 
other line but that of vigorous hoftility. That vigour has 
failed, and indiſputably great blame and cenſure muſt fall 
ſomewhere ; whether the negle& hath been in the inſtruc- 
tions ſent from hence, or in the executing them, time and 
1 muſt determine: that enquiry cannot be diſtant, not 
only into the failure of General Burgoyne, but into the con- 
dus of the whole war. Peace on almoſt any terms muſt now 
be obtained. It may be aſked, would you treat with the Con- 
greſs? I ſay, Yes. Would you confer with rebels? Without 
a doubt. You have tried force, you have failed ; without ſome 
terms, not only America is loſt, but this nation is undone. 
The whole nation call for peace, and if you have it not, 
there will be war at home, 

Sir, 1 am ſorry on this, as on other occaſions, to obſerve, 
the noble Lord [Lord North] ſo blends every propoſition with 
much that I like, and ſomething that I diſlike, that although 
he gains my aſſent, I am unable to give him my hearty ſup- 
port. As at the commencement of the war, the addreſs was 
fuch a mixture, that it deprived me of giving my vote; ſo at 
this period, though I approve what is intended to be done, I 
diſapprove the mode of doing it; as I wiſh for peace, there 
appear to me more probable meaſures to accelerate it than 
thoſe now offered to your conſideration. 

Sir, it is a maxim with me, it is one of my firſt ſtudies, 
when I confer a favour, to do it in ſuch a manner, as ſhall 
render it moſt agreeable; when I make an offer, I would fo 
model it, as to render it moſt acceptable : whatever I mean to 
do, 1 love to do at once; whatever conceſſions we mean = 
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make, that ſhould be our firſt propoſal. T, Sir, deteft the 
appearance of inſidiouſneſs. Whatever this country means 
to concede to America, ſhould be made the firſt ſtep; that 
firſt ſtep ſhould be palatable. Inſtead of ſuſpending the 
obnoxious acts, let us be open, and repeal them, The noble 
Lord avows an intention finally to repeal them, why not do it 
at firſt ? America does and will ſuſpect you of deſigns, if that 
is not your firſt meaſure, We are not in a condition to hag- 
gle : we have loſt an empire; it is an humiliating conſidera- 
tion; but we are in the ſtate of ſuppliants. He that flatters 
us with contrary aſſertions, deceives. Sir, I truſt we are not 
in undone people: but our greatneſs is vanity ; that vanity 
has been our ruin, It is the fancies of our wealth and power 
that have undone us. It is the want of knowledge of our 
own ability and ſtrength, and our ignorance of that of our 
opponents, that hath thus reduced us, 

Sir, I have digreſſed; but will return to enforce my earneſt 
wiſh, the repeal of the obnoxious ats. Will not the repeal 
of theſe laws convince America, that we are in earneſt in our 
declarations of amity ? May it not ſow diviſions, and diſunite 
the Congreſs ? May it not induce at leaft ſome of the pro- 
vinces to hold out a wiſh of conciliation with the parent- 
fate? While your acts ſtand unrepealed, it is their intereſt 
to be united; remove the cauſe of that union, and the effect 
will ceaſe ; remove this ground of jealouſy, ſhew them you 
are convinced of your own folly and raſnneſs, and their re- 
gard for you will return. 

Suppoſe they have entered into any treaty with France, is 
not this the moſt probable means to render it void? Sir, if 
they are convinced of your ſincerity, they will deplore that 
connection, and will find ſome method to fruſtrate its ſucceſs. 
Suppoſe that every province may not unite in opinion againſt 
this propoſal, a treaty muſt be opened with that province 
which will alarm the reſt ; until every thing is agreed on, no 
one province can ſafely join you; and as much time muſt be 
taken in treaty, that province who wiſhes to return to its con- 
nections with this country, muſt be ſubject to the attacks and 
depredations of the others, or muſt admit. your troops, and 
then ſubmit to whatever terms you think proper to impoſe ; 
if you repeal the acts, they may then open their arms to you 
and they are ſafe. 

The ſuſpenſion wears the face of infidiouſneſs, and you 
cannot imagine America ſo blind, as not to ſuſpect ſuch a de- 
ſign: if it ſhould ſtrike them in this light, you will continue 
to alienate and provoke inſtead of ſoothing and attaching ; 
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you will make them continue to believe, that your offers of 
conciliation are not only feigned, but that the ſame plan 
againſt their freedom lurks behind the maſk. „ 
Sir, I deprecate a Britiſh Parliament to be themſelves, to 
be open and liberal, to remember that they are treating with 
their children, and that the fate of the empire depends on 
this act. | 

Mr. Ellis ſaid, it was againſt the law of Parliament to re- 


ceive clauſes for the repeal of acts when two ſtages of parlia- 


Sir W:/liam 
Meredith. 


mentary diſcuſſion were paſſed, To repeal a law was the 

ſame thing as to bring in a new bill, and ought to be debated 

both on the introduction and ſecond reading. He added, that 

no doctrine could be ſo dangerous to the liberty of the ſubjeR, 

as to maintain a right in the Crown to grant charters inde- 
ndent of the power of Parliament. | 

Mr. Wedderburne was of the ſame opinion. 

Sir Pilliam Meredith replied, that no order of the Houſe 
could be pleaded in bar of receiving a clauſe for repealing thoſe 
acts that were obnoxious to the Americans; it was always in 
the direction of the Houſe. A clauſe to introduce novel, un- 
digeſted, foreign matter, in the middle ſtage of a bill, ought ſel- 
dom to be admitted. But it was the conſtant practice, not 
only conſonant to diſcretion, but even binding on the good 
ſenſe of the Houſe, to receive clauſes that were eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to the execution of the law propoſed, more eſpecially 
in the caſe of repeals of bills, that were fully known, and had 


already gone through their full courſe of diſcuſſion. So ne- 


ceſſary was the repeal of the offenſive acts to the preſent bill, 
that without a total repeal, it would be not only nugatory but 
miſchievous. f 

The right of charters being held independent of the power 
of Parliament, had not been fairly ſtated. It had been ſaid, 
that a charter being the act of one branch of the legiſlature only, 


could never fland againſt the united power of all the three branch: 


of the legiſlature. But there are ſuch things as unalienable 
rights; and the foundation of every unalienable right is this; 
when he who is competent to convey, conveys ; and he who is 
competent to receive, accepts: ſuch conveyance on one hand, 
and acceptance on the other, whether by gift, purchaſe, or 
any other conſideration, conſtitute a right, which by the law 
and conſtitution of England, is «naliznable, and unleſs by 


conſent or forfeiture cannot be taken away. Charter rights 


are at leaſt as ſacred as the rights of property. And what 
ſituation would property be, if it was an argument for depriv- 
ing a man of his fortune, that the conveyance was the act of 
44 one 


one man only, and could never ſtand againſt the united powers 
of the legiſlature of Great Britain? But if Parliament, which 
is inſtituted to preſerve, ſhould aſſume a power to violate pri- 
vate or public rights, that ſpirit which had often been ſo glo- 
riouſly and ſucceſsfully exerted againſt the diſpenſing power 
of kings, would now be called forth againſt the diſpenſing 
power of parliaments, | 


e | = February 24. ; 

a Mr. Powys moved for leave to bring in a bill to repeal the Mr. Powys. 
ie Maſſachuſett's charter act, which was agreed to. 

d The Houſe went into a committee on the two conciliatory 

at bills. | 


d, Mr. Burrell ſaid, he had hitherto acted in ſupport of the Mr. Bur- 
- meaſures of government, becauſe he had been perſuaded they . 
were fighting for the rights of Parliament; that taxation was 
the primary object of the conteſt; that therefore he ſhould 
ſe think it very unwarrantable to give up that ground till ſome 
ſe N conceſſions had been made by America. He ſtated ſome ob- 
in jections to the other bill, to enable his Majeſty to appoint 
1- MW commiſſioners, That the bill did not ſpecify on what ſub- 
1. MW jets they were to treat, and on what they were not to treat, 
Were they to treat with the Americans on the ſubject of their 
independence ? There was nothing in this bill to prevent 
them from doing ſo. He objected likewiſe to the power of 
cauſing a ceſſation of hoſtilities, and pointed out ſome incon- 
veniencies attending it. | 
Mr. A£reton ſaid, he had very great objections to both the Mr. More 
bills; but as he was not able at that time to go through with ten. 
them, he gave notice, he meant to oppoſe them in ſome other 
ſtage, though this was the moſt regular time of doing it. But 
er I he till declared his conſtancy in his old opinion concerning 
d, taxation, and that it ought to be inforced. He had likewiſe an 
ly, inſuperable objection to the other bill, and that was, that it 
ics © was in the power of the commiſſioners to treat on the inde- 
le pendence of America: the very idea of ſuch a thing would 
; W encourage them to demand it. There ſhould be a clauſe in 
is © the bill, to oblige the Americans to make a formal renuncia- 
d, tion of that claim. ä 
or Lord Beauchamp was of the ſame opinion, as to the renun- Lord Beau- 
w || ciation of independence. | | champ. 
dy General Fraſer went through the whole ſubject of the Ame- Gen. Fre- 
ts rican diſpute for theſe laſt fifteen or ſixteen years; gave his/*r- 
at ¶ opinion on the ſtamp-act of the late Mr. Grenville, whom he 
v- ſpoke of in terms of the higheſt regard and affection, He 
of thought the repeal of the ſtamp-act an unwiſe meaſure, be- 
ne 3 cauſe 
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cauſe he had great reaſon to think it would have been acquieſced Ml | 
in; but allowed that the repeal was in effect a virtual renun- 
ciation of the exerciſe of the right of taxation, and therefore 
that it ſhould not have been again taken up. He then went 
through the whole of the ſubſequent proceedings, and lament. 
ed the deſpondency of the miniſtry in making ſuch conceſſions, 
when he was aſſured the reſources of this country were ade. 
quate to the ſubduing of the rebellion. He hoped, however, 
that if theſe bills had not effect, we ſhould be all unanimous 
in proſecuting the war. 

Mr. Fer. Mr. Fox anſwered directly the honourable gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, that in his opinion the bills would have no effect; 
that it was too late; that the reaſon of his giving all aſſiſtance 
to the bills was, that there was a poſſibility, and but a poſſibi- 
lity, of their ſucceſs ; there was a chance of it, though it was ., 
ſo ſmall, that it was beyond the power of calculation; but I v 
yet, as the prize was ſo great, as that of a peace with de. ag 
pendent America, it was worth the trial. He ſtated ſome I nt 

objections as to the parts of the principal bill, The powers 
of the commiſſioners were not large enough: they ſhould er 
Have the power of ſuſpending the ſtatutes affecting America Hof 
made before 1763, as well as afterwards. 
| Mr. Wd. Mr. Wedderburne began with declaring his reaſon for ap- de 
«crturze. proving of the preſent bills was not grounded on deſpondency; I o. 
: he was well perſuaded our ſtrength was till great, our re- 
ſources almoſt inexhauſtible ; and indeed his chief hopes were 
formed on our ſtrength, and on the reſpectable ſituation of 
our affairs; for that if we were not ſtrong, and capable of 
going on with the war, he was afraid there was little hopes 
of ſucceſs in negotiation. But his reaſon for promoting the 
preſent meaſures was, that the prolongation of the war, thougtJ par 
attended with ſucceſs, would not compenſate for the incon-· I hel 
veniencies of purſuing it. He had not the leaſt doubt but his we. 
Majeſty's arms would be crowned with complete ſucceſs in n 
the end; but he thought a ſpeedy termination by this means in 
was preferable to conqueſt by length of time. With regard to to 
the particular parts of the bill, he confeſſed he ſhould be ra. tf A 
ther of opinion to have given the commiſſioners unlimitel of 
powers, and leave the reſt entirely to their own diſcretion, the: 
He then anſwered ſome objections thatzhad been made by two i. 
gentlemen at the beginning of the debate; ſaid, that revenue o 
was not the cauſe of the war, that the real ſpring of it was to pur 
cruſh a ſpirit of independence; having in the commencementſi in . 
of his ſpeech commented on the conduct of gentlemen wid, ,. 
; | : ple \ 
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pretended to receive the bill at firft with great pleaſure, but 
have afterwards raiſed many objections to it. 


whom defended themſelves from the reffections thrown out by 
the laſt honourable gentleman on the conduct of that fide of 
the Houſe : declared, that the moſt formidable objections to the 
body of the bills were made by thoſe who had all along ſup- 
ported the deſtructive war which gave occaſion to the preſent 
bills: on the other hand, what was the conduct of theſe gentle- 
men who had endeavoured to prevent things coming to the pre- 
ſent unhappy criſis? Though they at firſt declared their fear, it 
was too late ; they had given no trouble but what ſhewed their 
real deſire of the propotitions taking effect. They yeſterday 
propoſed an inſtruction to the committee, which, if received, 
would only have given the bill more weight, and thoſe who 
are to execute it greater dignity. This, though certainly 
well intended, was urged with moderation, and was carried 
againſt them without a diviſion, Mr. Burke went through 
many of the former arguments with freſh vigour. 


ever different opinions there might be concerning the powers 
of the commiſſioners, that they would have poſitive inſtruc- 
tions not to allow of, or to treat concerning, the claim of in- 
dependeney ſet up by America; they muſt treat as ſubjects, 
or not all, He ſhould not now enter into a diſcuſhon con- 
cerning the diſſentions between the two countries; he had 
gone into this at large a few days ago. 


Mr. //7Imo! ſaid, that though the motion fer the Speaker Mr. Wil- 
to leave the chair was to go into a committee on the firſt bill, *. 


he begged leave to confider the two bills as compoſing one 
plan, and though it was more regular to debate the various 
parts of them when they came to a committee, he could not 
help now ſaying, that he thought the bills upon the whole 
were extremely well calculated to anſwer the purpoſes for 
which they were intended; that there was a peculiar propriety 
in not inſerting in the bill a clauſe for obliging the Americans 
to reſcind their vote of independence; - becauſe, if they treat 
at all under this bill, it muſt be as ſubjects, and the demand 
of ſuch a formal and expreſs renunciation, might prevent 
their proceeding at all in the treaty, though they ſhould other- 
wiſe with it. He intended at preſent to ſpeak chiefly in fa» 
vour of the principle of the bill; a principle he had been 
purſuing, and on which he had acted ever fince he had a ſeat 
in the Houſe ; namely, of reſtoring union and harmony, by 
a reviſal of the laws relative to America, That before he de- 
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This called up Mr. Townſhend and Mr. Burke, both of Mr. Burke. 


Lord North ſaid, he took that opportunity to declare, what- Lord Nerthy 
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livered his own genuine and unbiaſſed ſentiments, he deſired 
to do juſtice to the ſentiments of thoſe with whom he ſhould 
be ſo unfortunate as to differ, on which ever ſide of the Houſe 
that difference might be, He was very far from thinking, 
that this war was originally cauſed, or has been kept u 

ſince, either by a ſpirit of oppreſſion on one ſide of the Houſe, 
or by a ſpirit of faction on the other. He was perſuaded, that 
there were very few gentlemen on either fide of the Houſe, 
who had not all along acted, and who would not continue to 
act from the conviction of their own mind, and to the beſt of 
their judgment; a judgment, perhaps, far ſuperior to his 
own: but that it appeared to him, in a queſtion of this im- 
portant ure, to be incumbent on every man to form an 
opin en, 204 much more ſo, when he had formed one, to af 
2 75 it, His opinion was not the opinion of the day: but 
hed becn the conſtant guide of his conduct; namely, 79 have 
given the Americans ſeme ſatisfaftion on the ſubjett of unlimited 
taxation. and to ſhrew a will:ngneſs to reviſe the laws by which they 
might think themjelves aggrieved ; for though it is now ſaid, 
that revenue was not the object of the war, and that if it had, 
it would not have been worth contending for, yet he thought 
every body mult allow, taxation was certainly the origin of 
the quarrel; it was the firſt cauſe of it; it was firſt in point of 
time, i not in point of conſequence; and though the quel- 
tion wis more ghaplicated when he took his ſeat in the Houſe, 
yet he thought much depended on the firſt ground of the con- 
teſt, as the ſublequent ſteps might be only the conſequences 
of the different ideas of the two countries on that queſtion, He 
always thought til forcething was done on this ſubject, there 
would be no end of the diipute; as a proof of which, he re- 
ferred to the two billson the table. He had no doubt of the 
competency of Parliament to tax America; but on the other 
hand, he had no doubt of the unreaſonableneſs of our exer- 
Ciſing this right before ſome limitation was put to it. This 
right was new in point of excrciſe, We had hitherto been 
contented with the reſtraints on their commerce. The con- 
duct of the conſtitution in ſimilar but much leſs ſtrong in- 
ſtances, and above all, the peculiar ſituation of America, did 
in his opinion require us to withold the exerciſing of this 
right, though in theory it certainly belonged to us. He en- 
tered at large into the reaſons that induced him to be of this 
opinion, which were chiefly the peculiar ſituation of America, 
which prevented the inhabitants of that country from having 
the ſame ſecurity that every unrepreſented individual here en- 
Joys, becauſe he ſubmits to no tax but what the . 
: equal) 


— — — 08 


— 2 a> | 


— 2— 


„„ es ek A th „„ np „ . . A 4 ˙ͤ tnw} Wy 


A. 1778. DEL AT EM | 

equaily ſubmit to: and therefore, though he had no intereſt 
in the actual repreſentation, he ſafely confided that thoſe who 
make the Jaws, either by themſelves or their repreſentatives, 
will lay no unneceſlary burden, for if they did, all muſt equal- 
ly bear a ſhare of it. But this was by no means the lot of the 
American : he muſt have ſubmitted to taxes, not only which 
he was not co cerned in impoſing, but which thoſe who did 
impoſe them did not bear any ſhare of, and therefore he want- 
ed that ſecurity for their equality and juſtice, He did not 
think this country would have abuſed this power by a grievous 
exerciſe of it : but he never underſtood it to be an argument 
in favour of a conteſted right, that the perſons who were 
to exerciſe it, would have the goodneſs not to abuſe it, and 
eſpecially when a tax was Jaid avowedly to eſtabliſh the 
principle of an unlimited right, of taxation. That America 
ſhould contribute was highly reaſonable, and what America 
herſelf did not deny : but it was ſaid by a learned gentleman, 
that the real ſpring of the war was to cruſh a ſpirit of inde= 
pendence, that was always deſigned, and now actually ſet up 
in defiance of the legiſlature of this country. He ſaid, he did 
not mean to juſtify the Americans ; their conduct in taking 
up arms juſtified us in repelling force by force: but he be- 
lieved independence was no more their deſign in the begin- 
ning, than oppreſſion was exrs at any period of the conteſt. 


If it was, there was no excule for not proceeding with more 


vigour at firſt, and no ground to hope for accommodation 
now. He confeſſed, he had fill hopes of a permanent re- 
conciliation, chiefly founded on this, that the claim of inde- 
pendence was a conſequence. of the quarrel, and not the origi- 
nal deſign of that country in its collective capacity, however 
ſome individuals might wiſh it : but ſaid, if he had thought 
the ſcruples of America concerning taxation leſs reaſonable 
than he did think them, he ſaw no ſolid objection before we 
had entered into this civil war, to the having ſatisfied the 
Americans on the ſubject of unlimited taxation, to having 


offered ſome ſecurity that we would not abuſe this power, that 


they might have known explicitly the footing on which we 
meant to put them when conguerea, and which might per- 
haps have ſaved us that experiment. The caſe was now, in- 
deed, a good deal altered. He wiſhed ſomething effective 
had been done ſooner, but hoped it was ſtill not too late. 


Mr. Van cloſed the debate, and kept the Houſe in a con- 


tinual laugh during the whole courſe of his ſpeech, ; 
The blanks in the commiſſioners bill were filled up, and it 


was ordered to be reported. ; 
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February 25. | 

Order of the day to go into a committee on the bill relative 
to American taxation, 

Mr. Powys moved, that it be an inſtruction to the commit. 
tee, to receive a clauſe to repeal the American tea act paſled 
in i767. Agreed to. 

Mr, Burke moved, that it be an inſtruction to the com— 
mittee, to extend the proviſions of the bill to the Weſt In- 
dies. Agreed to. 

The Houſe went into a committee. The blanks were filled, 
and the bill ordered to be reported. 

The following is a copy of the bills after they were amended, 


A bill fer declaring the intentions of the Parliament of Great 
Britain, concerning the exerciſe of the right of imjoſing taxes 
within his Majeſty's colonies, provinces, and plantations in 
North America. 

Upon the third reading, the title was altered thus : 

For removing all doubts and apprehenſions concerning taxation by 
the Parliament of Great Britain, in any of the colonies, pro- 
vinces and plantations in North America and the MWeſt Indies, 
and for repealing ſo much of an act made in the ſeventh year if 
the reign of his preſent Majeſiy, as impoſes a duty on tea in- 
ported from Great Britain into any colony or plantation in Ani: 
rica, or relates theret). 

WHEREAS taxation by the Parliament of Great Britain, 
for the purpoſe of railing a revenue in his Majeſty's colonies, 
provinces, and plantations in North America, has been found 
by experience to occaſion great uneaſineſs and diſorders among 
his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects, who may nevertheleſs be dit- 
poſed to acknowledge the juſtice of contributing to the com- 
mon defence of the empire, provided fuch contribution ſhould 
be raiſed under the authority of the genera] court or general 
aſſembly of each reſpective colony, province, or plantation: 

And whereas, in order as well to remove the ſaid uneaſi— 
neſſes, and to quiet the minds of his Majeſty's ſubjeas, who 
may be diſpoſed to return to their allegiance, as to reſtore 
the peace and welfare of all his Majeſty's dominions, it is ex- 
pedient to declare, that the King and Parliament of Great 
Britain will not impoſe any duty, tax, or aſſeſſment, for the 
purpoſe of raiſing a revenue in any of the ſaid colonies, pro- 
vinces, or plantations : - 

May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 

That it may be declared and enacted ; and it is hereby de- 

clared and enacted, by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by 


and 
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and with the advice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſem- 
bled, and by the authority of the ſame, that from and after 
the paſſing of this act, the King and Parliament of Great 
Britain will not impoſe any duty, tax, or aſſeſſment whatever, 
payable in any of his Majeſty's colonies, provinces, and plan- 
tations in North America, or the Weſt Indies, except only 
ſuch duties as it may be expedient to impoſe for the regulation 
of commerce; the net produce of ſuch duties to be always 
paid and applied to and for the uſe of the colony, province, or 
plantation, in which the ſame ſhall be reſpectively levied, in 
ſuch manner as other duties collected by the authority of the 
reſpeCtive general courts, or general aſſemblies, of ſuch colo- 
nies, provinces, or plantations, are ordinarily paid and ap- 
lied, 

And be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
from and after the paſſing of this act, fo much of an act, made 
in the ſeventh year of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, inti- 
tuled, “ An act for the granting certain duties in the Britiſh 
colonies and plantations in America; for allowing a draw=- 
back of the duties of cuſtoms upon the exportation from this 
kingdom of coffee and cocoa nuts of the produce of the ſaid 
colonies or plantations ; for diſcontinuing the drawbacks pay- 
able on China earthen ware exported to America; and for 
more effectually preventing the clandeſtine running of goods 
in the ſaid colonies and plantations,” as impoſes a duty on tea 


imported from Great Britain into any colony or plantation in 


America, or has relation to the ſaid duty, be, and the ſame 
is hereby repealed, 


A bill to enable his Majeſty to appoint commiſſioners, with ſufft- 
cient powers to treat, conſult, and agree upon the means of 
quieting the diſorders now ſubſiſtins in certain of the colonies, 
plantations, and provinces of North America. . 
FOR the quieting and extinguiſhing of divers jealouſies 

and apprehenſions of danger to the liberties and rights, which 

have alarmed many of his Majeſty's ſubjects in the colonies, 
provinces, and plantations of New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſett's 

Bay, Rhode Ifland, Connecticut, New York, New Jerſey, 

Pennſylvania, the three lower counties on Delaware, Mary- 

land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor- 

ofa; and for a manifeſtation of the juſt and gracious purpoſes 
of his Majeſty and his Parliament, to maintain and ſecure all 


bis ſubjects in the clear and perfect enjoyment of their liber- 


ties and rights: 
Be 
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Be it enacted by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and e 
with the advice and conſent of the LordsSpiritual and Tempg. 
ral, and Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by MW; 
the authority of the ſame, that it ſhall and may be lawful for t 
his Majeſty from time to time, by letters patent under the great lf; 
ſeal of Great Britain, to authorize and impower hve able and M;, 
ſufficient perſons, or any three of them, to treat, conſult, and Mi; 
agree, with any body or bodies politic and corporate, or with D; 
any aſſembly or aſſemblies of men, or with any perſon or per. MW; 
ſons whatſoever, of and concerning any grievances, or com- ſic 
plaints of grievances, exiſting, or ſuppoſed to exiſt, in the Mic 
governments of any of the ſaid colonies, provinces, or plan-M:n 
tations reſpectively, or in the laws and ſtatutes of this realm Mc» 
reſpecting the ſame; and of or concerning any aid or contri- MW: 
bution to be furniſhed by any of the ſaid colonies, provinces, 
or plantations reſpectively, for the common defence of this Mi: 
realm, and the dominions thereunto belonging; and of and Mr; 
concerning any other regulations, proviſions, matters, and fo 
things neceſfary or convenient, for the honour of his Maje- Nan. 
ſty, his Parliament, and the common good of all his ſubjects. Nor 

Provided alſo, and be it further enacted and declared, that My! 
no regulation, proviſion, matter, or thing ſo propoſed, treat- 
ed, conſulted, or agreed, . ſhall have any other force or effect, Neat 
or be carried further into execution, than is herein after men- Nan; 
tioned and provided, until the ſame ſhall have been confirmed M:iv: 
by Parliament, f de 
Provided alſo, and be it further enacted, by the authority Hand 
aforeſaid, that in order to facilitate the good purpoſes of thisHafo 
act, his Majeſty may lawfully enable the ſaid commiſſioners, or Hor: 
any three of them, from time to time, to order and proclaimſWor 
a ceſſation of hoſtilities, on the part of his Majeſty's forces byſWher: 
fea or land, for any time, and under any conditions of r:-Wand 
ſtrictions, and ſuch order and proclamation to revoke and an-Hkan 
nul, in the ſame manner and form, 

And be it further enacted, that it ſhall and may be Jawful 
for his Majeſty, by ſuch letters patent as aforeſaid, to autho- 
rize and empower the ſaid commiſſioners, or any three 0 
them, by proclamation under their reſpective hands and ſeals, 
from time to time, to ſuſpend the operation and effect of a cer- 
tain act of Parliament, made and paſſed in the ſixteenth yeaſfiner 
of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, for prohibiting all trade 
and intercourſe with certain colonies and plantations there 
named, and for the other purpoſes therein alſo mentioned, 0 
any of the proviſions or reſtrictions therein contained, ſpeci- 
fying, in ſuch proclamation, at what times and places gw” 
tive!) 
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tively, and with what exceptions and reſtrictions, the ſaid 


clamation, in the ſame manner and form to annul and revoke. 
And be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
by Wit ſhall and may be lawful for his Majeſty, by ſuch letters pa- 
for Mt-nt as aforeſaid, to authorize and impower the ſaid commiſ- 
eat I foners, or any three of them, to ſuſpend, in any places, and 
nd MW for any times during the continuance of this act, the opera- 
nd ton and effect of any act or acts of Parliament which have 
ith MW paſſed ſince the tenth day of February one thouſand ſeven 
er- Mhundred and fixty-three, and which relate to any of his Ma- 
m- Micſty's ſaid colonies, provinces, or plantations in North Ame- 
the Wrica, ſo far as the ſame doth relate to them, or the operation 
in- end effect of any clauſe, or any proviſion or matter therein 
um ¶ contained, ſo far as ſuch clauſes, proviſions, or matters, re- 
ri- Wlate to any of the ſaid colonies, provinces, or plantations. 
es, ll And it is hereby enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
his Mit ſhall and may be lawful for his Majeſty, by ſuch letters pa- 
ind tent as aforeſaid, to authorize and impower the ſaid commiſ- 
and Miſoners, or any three of them, and they are hereby authorized 
e. and impowered, to grant a pardon or pardons to any number 
ts. Nor deſcription of perſons within the ſaid colonies, provinces, or 
hat Mplantations, 
at- And, that no Jett or hindrance may happen from the va- 
ect, cancy of the office of governor and commander in chief in 
en-Miny of the ſaid colonies, provinces, or plantations reſpec- 
ned tively, or from the abſence of ſuch officer from government, 
be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that it ſhall 
rity Mand may be lawful for his Majeſty, by ſuch letters patent as 
this Maforeſaid, to authorize and impower the ſaid commithoners, 


, Or Mor any three of them, in any of the ſaid colonies, provinces, 


amor plantations reſpectively, wherein his Majeſty hath ufually 
s byMicretofore nominated and appointed a governor, to nominate 
re · Nand appoint from time to time, by any inſtrument under their 
an-Mhands and ſeals, a proper perſon to be the governor and com- 
mander in chief in and for any ſuch colony, province, or plan- 
tation, to have, hold, and exerciſe the ſaid office of governor 
and commander in chief in and for ſuch colony or plantation 
reſpectively, with all ſuch powers and authorities as any go- 
vernor of ſuch province, heretofore appointed by his Maje- 
ty, might or could have exerciſed, in as full and ample man- 
ner and form as if ſuch governor and commander in chief had 
been nominated and appointed by his Majeſty's letters patent 
or commiſſion 3 and for that purpoſe, if need be, to revoke, 
anaul, and make void, any commiſſion or letters patent here- 

I | tofore 


ſuſpenſion ſhall take effect; and the ſaid ſuſpenſion and pro- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 18. 


tofore granted for appointing any ſuch governor or comman- 
der in chick. 

And be it further enacted, that this act ſhall continue to 
be in force until the firſt day of June, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy- nine. 

February 26. 

No debate. Adjourned to March 2. 

March 2. 

Sir Grey C:oper, I rife to move, that the bill for enabling 
his Majeſty to appoint commiſſioners, &c, be now read a third 
time: but before I make that motion, I will, with the indul. 
gence of the Houſe, humbly offer my ſentiments on the very 
important ſubject-matter of both the conciliatory bills. 

Sir, it appears to me, that when the propoſitions which 
theſe bills contain ſhall be ſent to America, and circulated 
through the revolted colonies, and when the terms which they 
offer ſhall be known, confidered, and underſtood, they will, 
by degrees, induce every moderate man, and every man of 
property who is not too far embarked and engaged with the 
preſent governing powers, to conſent to a treaty with the 
King's commiilioners, on the ground of a dependence on 
Great Britain, and on conditions beneficial and advantageous 
to both countries, 

The terror of taxation by the Parliament of Great Britain 
has been for ſome time paſt the great power and prevalling in- 
fluence by which the leaders of the revolt have poſſeſſed and 
governed the minds of the people; and, in my humble opi- 
nion, this plan of peace, founded on ſuch conceſſions, will 
tend more effectually to weaken the power, and to counteract 
the authority of thoſe leaders, than any meaſures which could 
have been taken in the preſent ſtate and circumſtances of 
things. When the owners of land, the planters of tobacco 
and rice, the growers of corn, the breeders of cattie, the pro- 
prietors of houſes and wharfs, know with certainty that they 
may not only have peace with Great Britain, but peace in per- 
fect ſecurity, that they never ſhall in future be taxed, except 
by their own repreſentatives, in their own general courts or 
ailemblies; all ſuch men will, all ſuch men muſt, be diſpoſed 
to confent to a re-union with, and dependence en Great Bri- 
tain on ſuch terms. 

When they are recovered from the frenzy of fear which has 


ſo long diſtracted them, they will ſee, in its true light, the 


government under which they now live ; inſtead of a faederal 
republic, compoſed of free ſtates, of which they dreamed, 


they will find and feel, when they are awake, the hard handſ 


and 
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and rigorous controul of an ariſtocratical government. It is 
in vain to impute blame to the rulers for this rigour and ſeve- 
rity. Uſurpation muſt be maintained by force: and if the 
mayor of New-York, and ſome of the beſt and moſt reſpec- 
table citizens of that city, have been imptiſoned in the moſt 
arbitrary manner, and tried and condemned, contrary to all 


en 


perſecution; if the Quakers have been baniſhed for conſcience 
ſake; if every man who has continued faithful to his King 
and country; if every neutral and moderate man be ſurround- 
ed by ſpies and informers; if their motions be watched, their 
ſteps counted, their letters opened, their houſes entered, their 
papers ſeized, their perſons impriſoned, without cauſe aſ- 
ſigned, or charge exhibited; theſe are the neceſſary and ine- 
yitable conſequences and effects of ſuch a government, 

When the people compare their preſent ſtate and condition 
with that mild and equal government under which they lived, 
grew, proſpered, and flouriſhed, that recollection cannot paſs 
over their minds without touching and reviving ſome of the 
ffetions and charities of former relation and connection, 


= which, though covered and obſcured, are not, I truſt, obli- 
terated by the preſent moſt unhappy animoſities. 

ain! They will be at liberty to compare their dependence on 

5 Great Britain, on ſuch terms, with an alliance with the 

ng {court of France. To Great Britain they are united by reli- 

i- Neion, government, laws, language, habits, affection and rela- 

l ion. From Great Britain they derive their ſpirit and their 


act be of liberty; and from the charters granted by the Kings 
de England, and the uſuage under thoſe charters, which is cer- 
tainly the beſt interpretation of them, they derive thoſe free 
conſtitutions, on which they juſtly ſet ſo high a value. 

They muſt, when they are at liberty to make an election, 
te carried, by the irreſiſtible impulſes of the human heart, to- 
yards that country which they uſed to call their home. 


1 gainſt their mother- country, is moſt unnatural, and can on- 
cd be dictated by deſpair. The alliance of a high-ſpirited free 
xople with a deſpotic government; the religion of the ſe- 


creſt proteſtants, with a great, powerful, and ambitious ca- 
bas tholic ſtate; the plain and ſimple manner of the Americans, 
the Pith the faſhions, cuſtoms, and character of a bigh-poliſhed 


ind luxurious nation. The clay and the metal will not co- 
ere, Miſery may make men take up with ſtrange compa- 
ions for a time, but ſuch connections cannot long ſubſiſt; 
nd indeed we have ſeen, in point of fact and experience, that 
ie manners and habits of the French and the Americans do 

Vox, VIII, Ggg not 
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legal forms; if the good people of Albany have been under 


An alliance of the Britiſh colonies with the French King, 
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not accord better the more they know each other, as moſt of 
the French officers who ſerved in General Waſhington's 
army, quitted that ſervice before the cloſe of the campaign, 
But it is ſaid, that it is now too late to offer theſe terms of 
peace to the revolted colonies, and that at this time no ſue- 
ceſs can be expected from the commiſſion to treat with them, 
Sir, it is my humble opinion (which perhaps at firſt fight 
may appear ſomewhat ſingular and refined) that theſe mea- 
ſures at this time have a fairer proſpect of ſucceſs, than 
they would have had at the beginning of the troubles. 
In the firſt conflict of their paſſions after the ſtandard of re- 
volt was ſet up, in the firſt fits of their reſentment, they were 
perhaps more intractable and unmanageable, more animated 


- againſt this country, more deaf to the call of reaſon, the 


feelings of nature, or the motives of intereſt, than they may 
be when the bills and the commiſſion arrive in America, 
They have ſuffered the diſtreſſes and calamities of war 
raging in their provinces, which I lament as much as any 
gentleman in this Houſe, or in this kingdom ; but which, in 


my conſcience, I think the violent counſels of the leaders of 


independency have brought upon them. They have been 
put to fee] the galling yoke of the government which they 
Have choſen. They have had time to think. They have 
had ſpatium requiemgue furmri. But the great leading con- 
fideration is this: men, under the preſſure of any real or 
imaginary grievance, ſubmit with wonderful patience to every 
perſonal and domeſtic diſtreſs; they can ſee, without depreſ- 
fion of ſpirit, their wives, their — Fanny and all that are dear 
to them, without the comforts and even neceſſaries of life, 
For where the greater malady is fixed, the leſſer is ſcarce felt. 
But conceſſion, and a redreſs of grievances, will reſtore them 
to a ſenſe of feeling. When the mind is free, the body is 
delicate. 

Such is the reaſoning, and ſuch are the concluſions upon 


- which my hope of the ſucceſs of theſe moſt arduous and im- 


portant meaſures is formed. It is grounded alſo on the beſt 
information of the preſent ſtate of the temper and turn of 
the minds of the people, which I have been able with ſome 
diligence to procure, I have converſed with many perſons 
of knowledge and credit; I have read many letters conveying 
the opinions of intelligent writers on the ſubject; and 
though I am aware that all ſuch intelligence ought to be re- 
ceived with great caution, and that it often comes to Great 


Britain diſcoloured by the prejudices through which it paſſes 


in the minds of the perſons who ſpeak or write. on the pre- 


ſent conteſt; yet I think I am juſtified in believing, _ 
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all the evidence taken together, that the ground 1s in many 
places prepared for the ſeed. | 

But it is faid, that a great obſtacle to the ſucceſs of theſe 
meaſures ſtill remains; for though it be granted, for argu- 
ment's ſake, that many men of property and moderate prin- 
ciples may be inclined to return to a dependence on Great 
Britain on ſuch terms, will they be able to accompliſh their 
wiſh, and to carry their inclination into effect? 

It muſt be confeſſed (as was obſerved by an honourable 
gentleman [Governor Johnſtone] on the ſecond reading of 
the bills) that nothing but a pretty general conſent of the 
community can bring the leaders to liſten to any terms 
of accommodation with Great Britain. Sir, I own I 
entertain an idea, that the turn and temper of the minds of 
the majority of the people in the colonies, at this hour, 
ſomewhat reſemble thoſe of the people of England juſt be- 
fore the Reſtoration. When the reins of government fell 
from the weak hands of Richard Cromwell, and when Fleet- 
wood and Deſborough, with the Rump Parliament, governed 
the kingdom, the Preſbyterians joined with the Royaliſts 
againſt the dominion of the Independents, and the tyranny 
of the army. When Monk moved from Scotland, nineteen 
men of property out of twenty wiſhed for the reſtoration of 
the old government. At the head of his veteran forces he 
called a free Parliament, after he had extinguiſhed the po- 
wer of Fleetwood and his officers. Monk did not force the 
nation to recall the royal family ; he did nothing more than 
with great management and addreſs conduct and ſupport the in- 
clination and wiſhes of the community. When the gracious de- 
claration from Breda was circulated through the nation, and 
the King's letter to the Commons was delivered by Mr. Gren- 
ville, and read in the Houſe, the whole country ftarted into 
action, and the reſtoration was brought about with a rapidity 
and effect perfectly inconceivable ſome months before: and 
when the King arrived at Canterbury, and was received with 
ſuch acclamations of joy and expreſſions of affection, he 
aſked where all the men had lived who had done ſo much 
miſchief ? GEES | 

It will be anſwered, and cannot but be admitted, that 
there are many circumſtances in the two caſes diſſimilar; 
but I hope and truſt, that, with reſpe& to the inclination and 
wiſhes of the people at both the periods, the reſemblance 
will be found to be ſtrong. But be that as it may, and 
whatever be the event, I ſhall ever think, that the meaſures 
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which theſe bills are calculated to carry into execution, will 
and ought to do great honour to the noble Lord who pro- 
poſed them to Parliament, 

Earl Nu- Earl Nugent ſaid, he wiſhed the Americans joy of their 
new charter; and added, that in the bills coming on, he 
hoped the Houſe would be unanimous ; for, in his opinion, 

tthat was the only thing that could fave this nation. | 

Lord North. Lord Nerth moved, that the bill declaring the intentions 
of Parliament relative to taxing America be read a third 
time. = 

Mr. Walker Mr. V alter Spencer Stanhope, The awe and embarraſſment 

Spencer which oppreſſes every attempt of mine to ſpeak in this 

8 Houſe, and which TI feel particularly oppreſſive at this mo- 
ment, is ſufficient at all times to keep me ſilent. It has done 
ſo through the courſe of this ſeſſion hitherto, and would do 
ſo now, but that after a regular attendance during every 
ſage of the progreſs of a bill, unexpected, important, as the 
preſent, were I now, at the third reading, to let it paſs with- 
out ſaying a few words upon the ſubject, it would be, in my 
opinion, for ever to cloſe my lips in this Houſe, and as pedi- 
bus ire in ſententiam, as long as I may have the honour to fit 
in it for the future. Sir, the noble 3 on his firſt intro- 
duction of the bills now before you to your conſideration, 
did very candidly, and with great propriety, call for the clear, 
unbiafſed, well-confidered opinion of every member in the 
Houſe. It is my purpoſe, Sir, to give what I do aſſure him 
is an unbiaſſed and well-eonfidered opinion. I will endea- 
vour to make it as clear as I can, and as ſnort. With reſpect 


to the time when it has been thought expedient to bring theſe. 


Propoſitions before the Houſe, I thall ſay very little. It is 
mpoifible for a private individual, without more adequate 
means of information, without a poſſibility of forming a 
comprehenſive and complete judgment upon the ſubject, to 
decide with juſtice upon it now. If it ſhould in future ap- 
pear that the golden opportunity has been ſuffered to eſcape, 
caufctefsly to eſcape, and by the ſhameful delay of two or 
three weeks only; then, Sir, it will, it muſt, become matter 
of highly criminal inſpection, and of ſolemn judicial enqui- 
ry, hereafter. At the preſent, therefore, I forbear to give 
any opinion upon it; for, late as this meaſure certainly was 
Þrought in, when it did come, it was introduced by a ſpeech 
tram the noble Lord, that breathed ſuch a ſpirit of candaur, 
and glowed with ſuch a fervency of expreſſion; he ſhewed, 
me anion miei fomewhat awkward and embarraſiing 
: u 
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11 Winch carneſtneſs of mind, and ſincerity of heart, to effect the 
)- MW cood work of peace; his conceſſions were ſo ample, his plan was 
o promiſing, thatI own, for once, I wiſhed himheartily ſucceſs. 

ir M1was willing to hope the time was not yet too late, the opportu- 
e ¶ nity not yet paſt; Iwiſhed no advantage in debate might be ta- 
n, len of any unguarded expreſſion, any imprudent declaration, he 
night in the honeſt warmth of his diſcourſe have incautiouſ- 
ns ly hazarded: for ſuch there undoubtedly were: as, © That 
cd MWtaxation was at no time, in his opinion, an object worth 
fighting for; that the Congreſs, in 1774, made claims total- 

nt Ny inconſiſtent with any dependence whatſoeyer upon this 
is government; when, in 1775, he ſent over only 5000 men 
co encounter a claim ſo hoſtile and . Theſe were 


je imprudent and unwiſe aſſertions; but I wiſhed them to paſs 


lo MW unnoticed, when J heard him ftate, as the firſt part of his 
plan (though the bill ſtands fecond in the order of the day) 
e That in order to induce the colonies to treat concerning 
„he repeal of acts of Parliament, when, by the very act of 
treating, they muſt, by way of preliminary, and virtually, 
at leaſt, renounce the independence they have aſſerted, it 
would be neceſſary to aſſure to them ſome previous and con- 
ſiderable advantage, by way of equivalent; therefore taxa- 
tion for the future ſhould be renounced.” And here, that I 
may not have occaſion to recur to it hereafter, I muſt fairly 
ay, that the bill for the relinquiſhment of taxation is per- 
fectly conſonant, not only to the letter, but to the ſpirit of 
what the noble Lord then advanced. The ambiguous ex- 
preſſion of the ** exerciſe of the right of taxation,” has been 
ſtruck out, the immunity has been extended to the Weſt- 
Indies, and a clauſe has been admitted to repeal the tea act. 

I am extremely ſorry I cannot give the ſame commenda- 
tion to the other bill. Let me recall to your recollection, 
on WW Sir, the manner, and the ground upon which that was intro- 
- WW duced by the noble Lord, as the ſubſequent part of his plan, 
> He told us, That on account of the diſtance of America 
xr from hence, of the want of any perſons preſent here, who 
r could conſent on her part, and for a variety of other reaſons, 
it was impoſſible the _ could be negotiated in Parliament; 
e therefore it became neceſſary to appoint commiſſioners, to be 
is I entruſted by Parliament with very ample and extenſive po- 
h wers, both with reſpect to perſons and things, particularly with 
„the very extraordinary power of ſuſpending acts of the le- 
, © ciſlature : that for this meaſure, extraordinary as it was, a 
precedent was to be found ; a fimilar power had been veſted 


"by 
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by Parliament in commiſſioners in the reign of Charles the 


Second.” In this manner, Sir, was the bill upon your table 
firſt introduced to the Houle ; and ſo introduced, I gave it 
my hearty vote and aſſent. Ought the vote I then gave to 
influence and direct my vote of this day? Should I be in- 
conſiſtent in now diſapproving this bill? Or is this bill no 
longer the ſame, either in its principle or proviſions, as that 
for which I have already voted ? This, Sir, is what I mean 
to examine; for I ſtill think the meaſure, as it was firſt ex- 
plained, a meaſure of wiſdom ; and have heard no arguments 
that have changed my opinion in that reſpect. I am not at 
all alarmed, either by the argument of a very learned gen- 
tleman [the Lord Advocate of Scotland] early in this 
buſineſs, who endeavoured to point out the pernicious con- 
ſequence of allowing a ſuſpenſion of the prohibitory bills, or 
by the forcible manner in which he endeavoured (as he ex- 
preſſed himſelf) to drive it out of the noble Lord by dint of 
reaſoning ; and if he failed in that, intreated him, upon his 
knees, again and again, to conſider, before he allowed of ſuch 
a power, before he admitted a poſſibility of the Americans 

uring unmoleſted into the harbours of France and Spain, the 
collected produce of three ſucceſſive harveſts, the greateſt 
part of which our frigates had blocked up in their warehouſes. 
He was anſwered, that the acts of navigation would take 
place upon ſuch a ſuſpenſion, and thoſe the commiſſioners 
would have no power to ſuſpend, That anſwer, in my opi— 


nion, does not at all apply to the objection of the learned 


gentleman. The acts of navigation are, to all intents and 
purpoſes, at this moment ſuſpended; and ſo they muſt re- 
main, till peace is thoroughly re-eſtabliſhed throughout 
America. Great Britain cannot perform the part ſhe Byr⸗ 
lates to perform by the acts of navigation. She has no offi- 
cers in the reſpective ports of America to grant the clearances, 
permits, or thoſe papers, by whatever name they are called, 
without which ſhe expects no American veſſel to navigate 
the ſeas. How then is it poſſible, in juſtice, or in common 
ſenſe, to expect that America ſhould perform the part re— 
quired of her by thoſe acts, or ſubmir to the alternative of 
paying. you a heavy penalty for ſailing without thoſe papers, 
which it is impoſtible for her to procure, which it is not in 
your power to furniſh her with? But was the objection 
ever ſo well-founded, or ever ſo alarming, there is one ſhort 
anſwer to it ; that the power of ſuſpending the prohibitory 
acts, that is, of declaring a ſuſpenſion of arms by ſea, ap- 


3 pears 


FEAT TS 


pears to be abſolutely neceſſary for the purpoſe of bringing 
on any treaty at all, or even any conference about a treaty. 
Not, Sir, that I think there is the ſmalleſt reaſon to be 
alarmed at the effects of ſuch a ſuſpenſion. The commiſ- 
ſioners may grant it upon condition; though I own my opi- 
nion 1s, that wins, will be obliged to grant it without any con- 
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dition at all. But at firſt it will undoubtedly be only for a 
very ſhort time, much too ſhort for the evil conſequences to 
enſue which the honourable gentleman ſeems ſo much afraid 
of. Indeed the commiſſion itſelf cannot take up any great 
length of time; and, in all probability, the gentlemen will 
be able to judge, almoſt to a certainty, of the event of their 
negotiation, in a very few days after their landing. 

Another objection was juſt hinted, with much appearance 
of delicacy, by a right honourable gentleman, of great and 
approved talents for foreign negotiation. | Hans Stanley.] 
But, Sir, ſo far from bearing hard againſt the bill, it is, if 
any thing, an argument in favour of it. It was this; that if 
once we admitted the independence of America, ſo far as to 
commence a treaty with her as ſuch, what reaſon could we 
1s MW give why France or Spain ſhould not do the fame ? And was 
ic Nit not highly probable they would? Sir, if we are fo tho- 
ſt roughly exhauſted and debilitated, if our ſtrength is waſted ſo 
s. much away, and our ſpirit bowed ſo very low, as to crouch and 
e humble at the power of France, and meanly acquieſce in her 
rs inſults and encroachments; in that caſe, Sir, the idea of the 
- W right honourable gentleman may ſerve us for a miſerable pre- 
d text to hide our weakneſs and our ſhame. But if we have 
d MW ought of our former vigour left, or a ſpark of our ancient 
- W enmity remaining, ſuch a flimſy pretence, I am ſure, will 
it never divert the reſentment, or for a ſingle moment ſuſpend 
- Wl the vengeance that haughty power deſerves but too abundant- 
hy at our hands. | 
Another right honourable gentleman | Welbore Ellis] ob- 
„ Jected very roundly to the bill, becauſe he thought it did in 
e effect give ſubſtantial independence to America. So far, Sir, 
n | ſhall agree with him, that the terms this bill holds out are 
ſo near independence, that, tho? certainly much leſs diſadvan- 
f W tageous to this country, the difference between them is not 


„ 
— 


for than taxation was; and the noble Lord has lately found 

out, that he never thought that an object worthy the conteſt. 

This, Sir, however, can be no argument with me, who hold, 

that, heavy, and almoſt intolerable, as the lots of A— 
| | | | mu 
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worth fighting for; moſt indubitably much leſs worth fighting 
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muſt be, it is leſs deſtructive totally to relinquiſh, if we can. 
not by treaty regain, our right to that of which we have been 
unable to retain the poſſeſſion, than to devote what remains 
of the empire, than deſperately to riſque the very exiſtence 
of this country and our happy conſtitution, upon the wild, 
abſurd, and hopeleſs attempt to ſubdue by arms the whole 
continent of North America. With reſpect to the effect of 
theſe conceſſions producing all but a nominal independence 
to the colonies, that, Sir, I think, will very much depend 
upon the manner in which the continental paper-money thall 
be funded ; for funded it muſt certainly be, if the collection 
of the taxes to be levied for providing the intereſt of ſuch 
funds is entruſted to the hands of the crown. On the crown 
the Americans will ftill remain dependent. The old policy 
of King William, the preſent policy of the Nabob of Arcot, 
will be renewed acroſs the Atlantic; all the monied men 
there will be intereſted to ſupport the funds, and the govern- 
ment who have the management of thoſe funds. And then 
the high tone of prerogative and ſupremacy will ceaſe there, 
as it has done here, and in its room the milder voice of in- 
fluence will be heard and attended to; it will be more 
peaceable and perſuaſive, but as effectual and productive to 
the full. 

Having gone through theſe objections, and attempted to 
fthew why my opinion is not affected by them, I recur to the 
queſtion: Is this bill, either in the letter or the ſpirit of it, 
eonformable to what the noble Lord gave us to expect, when 
he firſt introduced his propoſitions? He quoted a prece- 
dent in the reign of Charles the Second. I have examined 
that precedent. The act is the 19th of that prince, cap. 13. 
It was made with a view to bring about an union with Seot- 
laud, and enacts, That twelve commiſſioners be appointed, 
with full power and authority to ſuſpend, &e, according to 
their diſcretion.” In conformity with this precedent, the 
noble Lord brought in his bill, which runs, That com- 
miſhoners be appointed, with full powers to agree, to treat, 
to ſuſpend, and to pardon, according to their wiſdom and 
diſcretion.” In this ſhape the bill was committed; but in 
that committee it has been ſo materially changed in its 
clauſes, ſo fundamentally altered in its principle, that I do 
not hefitate to pronounce every man perfectly free of the 


_ charge of inconſiſtency, who, having voted for this bill at 


the outſet, {hall reject it now, as no longer what it then pre- 


tended to be; nay, there is but one poffible reaſon upon 
L 3 1 which 
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which I ſhould think myſelf juſtified in conſenting this day that 1 
the bill ſhould paſs, and that is, that I have it not in my po- - 
ins wer to amend it; and, imperfect as it is, it is better than no | 
0e bill at all. But let us examine the alterations that have been 
id, made, They were introduced by a learned gentleman [ The 
Attorney General] without any argument, and with but 
of I one very ſhort obſervation, which had more the air of a 
ice ddum from the bench, than that of free diſcuſſion which is 
nd I uſual in committees. All he ſaid was, that it was thought 
al neceſſary to make the amendments that were made, left the 
n clauſes, as they ſtood before, ſhould interfere with the in- 
ch WI ſtructions under which the commiſſioners were to act. It 
"1 i was not ſhewn wherein the clauſes might interfere, or whe- 
©) Wl ther their interference, if any there might be, would be pre- 
5 judicial to the purpoſes of the bill or not; but, ſimply and 
1 WF ſhortly, that it was thought neceſſary to make them. The 
neceſſity of ſo doing has not been demonſtrated to me; and 
en WF fo far from being able myſelf to diſcover it, I can fee innu- 
5 merable reaſons againſt it. What is it that gives occafion for 
this bill in the firſt inftance, that makes it expedient to en- 
© truſt to commiſſioners the high and dangerous power of ſuſ- 
to pending acts of Parliament? Is it not the preſſure of the 
time, the vaſt diſtance of America from hence, the compli- 
a cated nature of the acts ſhe complains of, that can alone 
* WJ juſtify the law we are now paſſing, that ſuggeſts to us it is 
better to hear before we determine, to ſuſpend rather than 
en WU repeal, and to delegate that power of ſuſpenſion to the wiſ- 
„dom and diſcretion of commiſſioners upon the ſpot, rather 
than blindly to exert it in the ordinary courſe of legiſlation 
3* here? To this purpoſe was the precedent adduced ; to this 
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x it is ſtrictly in point; and as ſtrictly and abſolutely deciſive l 
> W againft the alterations made in the committee. The act of i# 
- Charles the Second appoints commiſſioners with full powers | 


——— ——— — ——̃ —— ———— 


to ſuſpend certain acts and clauſes of acts of Parliament even 
here in England, at no pour diſtance than Newcaſtle, or Ber- 


J wick upon Tweed, Is not the argument then incomparably 3 
: ſtronger in this caſe, where the place of treaty is to be in 

n America, acroſs three thouſand miles of ocean? Yet, not- 

1 withſtanding this precedent was produced by the noble Lord 
„himſelf; notwithſtanding the ground upon which the whole 

bin is founded is, that plenipotentiaries upon the ſpot will be 

x better able to judge what is fitting to be done than Parlia- 
ment, or any other perſons who are not upon the ſpot ; not- 

78 withſtanding this, the committee have thought proper to ex- 


punge every word in the bill that extended to give a diſcre- 
tionary power to the commiſſioners, without which the bill 
Vor, VIII. h h becomes, 
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were moved for and retuſed. And yet | was told by a leader 
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becomes, in my opinion, abſolutely waſte paper and as it 
now ſtands, it is ſolely to veſt in his Majeſty's minifters a 
ſuſpending power out of Parliament, and that the form of 
it ſhall be by way of inſtructions to commiſſioners, inſtead of 
the uſual mode, by bill in the two Houſes. This is a thing 
for which no precedent has been, or can be, produced; it i 
directly in the teeth of the precedent produced by the mover 
of the bill; and will itſelf form a new one, of a more alarm- 
ing and deſtructive tendency, than all that any violent or 
deſpotic miniſter has yet been able to warp to an evil pur- 
poſe. Why are we to do this > Why are we to truſt nothing 
to the diſcretion of the commiſſioners who are to go to Ame: 
Tica, and repoſe unlimited confidence in the ſuperior wiſdom 
and diſcretion of the miniſters, who are to remain here? 
Have we hitherto found their wiſdom ſo preventive, their 
foreſight ſo intuitive, or their information ſo infallible, as to 
prefer their bare conjecture at this diſtance, to the actual ob- 
ſervation of thoſe who will be upon the ſpot? But further, 
Sir: It ſhould ſeem as if this demand which is now made to 
Parliament, to delegate, their own eſſential and peculiar 

rights; ; queſtionable as it is with reſpect to their power con- 
ftitutionally to do it; highly diſagreeable, and to be juſtified 
only by the moſt extreme neceſſity, as the exerciſe of ſo de- 
Jicate a power, ſuppoſing them to have it, muſt be : it ſhould 
ſeem, I fay, as if what is now required was not ſufficiently 
unpalatable in itſelf, but that peculiar pains had been taken to 
render it ftill more diſguſting, We are neither permitted to 
have the nomination of the commiſſioners, which, I think, 
would haye been highly proper, nor arc even thought worthy 
to be told the names of thote whom we are about to inveſt 
with an authority greater than the ſovereign himſelf poſſeſſes, 
Vet this authority, under tlieſe circumftances, am I willing 
to give them; becauſe I hold it to be indiſpenſably neceſſary 
they ſhould have it. Burt if it be fo indiſpenſably neceſſary, 

ought not only to be willing to give it them, but abſolutely 
certain they ſhould have it. Can I fay, as the bill now 
ſtands, that I am certain of that? Do I not know it is liable 
to be fettered by reſtriftions I have not conſented to, and 
mutilated by inſtructions I may never fee ; nay, which J 

reſume I never ſhall fee? For thoſe who could refuſe us a 
18 ght of the inſtructions to Lord and General Howe, without 
even the ſlighteſt pretence of a reaſon for ſo doing, will un- 
doubtedly | be equally unwilling to indulge us with a fight of 
theſe, even after the event of the commiſſion ſhall have been 
determined; as was the caſe when thoſe former inſtructions 
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of that majority who refuſed me ſo much as a fight of thoſe 
inſtructions, that there was a conſtitutional remedy to reſort 
to in this caſe ; that the miniſters ſtood anſwerable for the 
inſtructions they gave; reſponſibility reſted, as it ought to 
do, with them, as principals, and not with the commiſhoners 
ating under their directions. Sir, in the pure and virtuous 
times of the republic, when Rome was Rome, I know that 
there was really a power in the ſtate, that could make miniſters 
feel and tremble for their reſponſibility. I have read of mini- 
ſters that have loſt their heads, on account of the civil troubles 
their oppreſſive governinent has occaſioned. But in theſe 
days, with Parliaments ſo conſtituted, with the power of the 
purſe ſo unlimited, when the very individuals that blame and 
condemn miniſters without doors, ſupport and vote for them 
within, to talk to me of the reſponſibility of a miniſter, is a 
mockery and inſult to my underſtanding ; and I ſhould pay as 
much attention to a grave diſſertation. on the enforcement of 
knight's- ſervice, or the legality of fhip- money, or. any other 
obſolete queſtion, as to an argument founded on the reſponſi- 
bility 6f miniſters, Een 

Sir, the more I conſider the reaſons I have urged, the more 
lam convinced the bill ought not to haye been altered in the 


. . S 8 5 4 * * 
committee in the manner it has been; but yet, changed and 


mangled as it now is, and ineffectual as I much fear it will 


prove, I am not ripe to give my voice againft it; I dare 
not do it. I dare not reject any attempts, however feeble 
and unpromiſing, that have peace with America for their ob- 
ject, particularly this, which is the firſt ſymptom of a change 
in that diſtempered and fatal ſyſtem which has reduced us to 
our preſent miſerable condition. I ſhall rejoice exceedingly 
to find that that reaſon has the ſame weight with other gen- 
tlemen it has with me; and that, diſapproving, and deſpairing 
of good from the preſent, they will yet forbear to give it any 
violent oppoſition, and ſuffer it to paſs at leaſt without a diviſion. 

I have now, Sir, finiſhed what I wiſhed to ſay upon this 
queſtion, But yet I cannot fit down without obſerving how 
very extraordinary it is, that the Secretary for the American 
department, the great efficient officer to give effect to theſe 
bills, has thought proper to obſerve the moſt profound ſi- 
lence concerning them, though he has conſtantly attended 
every ſtage of their diſcuſſion, TI ſtile it only extraor- 
dinary at preſent; becauſe I truſt he has reſerved him- 
ſelf till this day, to give his opinion at large upon them. But 
ſhould he perſiſt in his taciturnity, an 
himſelf under a reſerve he may deem as prudent as it is my- 


ſterious, his conduct will ſurely then be highly diſreſpectful 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 773. 
and indecent to this Houſe, What ! ſhall we truſt the cor- 
reſpondence with the commiſſioners, the inſtructions to he 


ſigned, the principal direction of this great work of conci. 
lation, to a man, whoſe ſentiments, the laſt at leaſt he has 


Mir. More · | 


thought proper to declare upon the ſubject here, were, that 
he would ſooner cut off his right hand than gn a treaty 
with rebels with arms in their hands? Has he changed his 
opinion in that reſpect, or does he hold this Houſe too cheap 
to tell them whether he has or not? I cannot perſuade my- 
ſelf, Sir, that this can be the caſe; and therefore all J have 
further to ſay is, that if it were in my power, it is by no 
means my intention, to force the noble Lord to get up ſo 
early in the day. I am too conſcious, that when the great 
leaders in this Houſe take any early part in any debate, iey 
illuſtrate the queſtion with ſuch pointed argument, they il- 
Tuginate it with ſuch brilliant eloquence, that it is impoſfible 
for any young and unexperienced member to attempt to get 
up after them. Happy for ſuch it is, if they can catch 2 
moment before the attention of the Houſe has been too long 
tried, or the queſtion too much exhauſted ! they will then 
find that patient indulgence with which I have been honoured 
this day. No one, I ; on could deſerve it leſs ; none, I am 
ſure, can be more grateful for it. | , 

Mr. Moreton ironically congratulated Lord North upon 
the cordial affiſtance he had received from his new allies, 
But ſaid, the taxation bill could not paſs into a law, without 
a new conſtitution in America; becauſe the ſubjects of 
Great Britain, -wherever they are, are taxable by the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, whoſe power has no bounds. If 
the Americans are not taxable, he defired any lawyer or po- 
ltician would ſhew him by what law they were exempted ; 
and if they are not exempted by any law, he defired the 
gentlemen of the learned profeſſion to which he had the ho- 
zobr to belong would tell him whether ey were exempted 
by the prerogative of the crown; and if ſo, whether it was 
in any of their charters, He knew of but one, Maryland; 
and the man who. put the ſeal to that charter ought to have 
been impeached. If they were not exempted, either by law 
or the King's prerogative, they-ftill remained taxable ; un- 
leſs ſome gentlemen did ſuppoſe Parliament had loſt its right 
of taxing them, by non-uſage. He dreaded therefore the 
conſequence of this meaſure even more than the doctrine. 
Then went into a long ſtate of the danger of raiſing money 
in America by requiſitions from the crown; by which reve- 
nue, ſo pen the, King might be enabled to goyern this 
country without Parliaments, Next he went into an en- 

1 5 quiry, 
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quiry, what could give riſe to this ſudden converſion, that 
in all ages and countries was commonly attended with 
ſome material communications or viſitations, ſuch as, they 


met ſomebody on the road, or going into the city, who had' 


illuminated their underſtandings. That as none fuch. had 
come to him, he muſt remain in his old opinion, unconverted. 


421 


Mr. Dundas [Lord Advocate] ſaid, white he thought it Mr. Dur- 


was practicable to tax America, he was always for it. But . 


when General Howe was obliged to leave Jerſey, he began 
to entertain doubts of its ſucceſs; and the misfortune to 
General Burgoyne afterwards was experience ſufficient, and 
warranted him in ſaying, that the taxation of America by 
the Britiſh Parliament had been found to be impracticable. 
No miraculous illumination could ever perſuade him that 
government ſhould attempt impracticable things. If we are 
not able to ſubdue America by force, we muſt mix with our 
meafures ſomething that may lead to conciliation. 


Mr. Gilbert, after expreſſing his concern that the affairs Mr. Gilbere. 


of the public were greatly neglected, and that a committee 


ſhould be appointed to enquire into the expenditure of the 


public money, particularly into the exorbitant contracts and 


abuſes of office, and the exorbitancy of office fees; he de- 
clared his reſolution, the firſt time Lord North went into 


the ways and means, to propoſe a tax of one fourth upon the 


incomes of all placemen. 


Mr. H/lkes. I have not given the leaſt oppoſition to the pro- Mr. Ville. 


greſs of either of the conciliatory bills, which have been 


brought into this Houſe by adminiftration. I thought it the 
part of candour to acquieſce, to ſuffer the bills to go through 


the committee without ee ee bes and to receive every im- 
fend Naß which the noble 


or adopt. We are now, Sir, in poſſeſſion of a plan, with 
much care reviſed and corrected by the oſtenſible miniſter here, 
in the full expectation of its being equally pleaſing and pala- 


table on both ſides the Atlantic as well as this Houſe. The 
great outlines indeed, Sir, oppoſition muſt approve, for they 


are undoubtedly their own. They were long ago traced out 
dy themſelves, although the ſpirit of them now is gone. 


Other means than thoſe of coercion have been long ſteadily 
vrged. The noble Lord with the blue ribband has as liberal- 


ly borrowed their ideas as the Chancellor of the exechequer 


means to borrow their money on Friday, when he opens the 
budget. The gentlemen on this fide the Houſe have frequent - 
ly ptopoſed a tevifion of all the acts complained of by our 


American 


ord with the blue ribband 
Lord North] who firft introduced them among us, or any of 
his friends on the other ſide of the Houſe, choſe to ſuggeſt 
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American brethren, Above three years ago a-parliamentary 
reviſal of thoſe ſtatutes was warmly preſſed on the miniſter, 
and it is not three months ſince I had the honourof ſubmitting to 
the Houſe a motion for the repeal of thoſe very acts, which, 
in a leſs conſtitutional mode, commiſſioners are now to he 
authorized to ſuſpend. I made that motion, Sir, while Ame- 
rica was ſtill free to negotiate, ſtill free from all foreign trea- 


ties, or ſolemn engagements, as independent ſtates, with any 


of the great powers of Europe. There is ſcarcely an idea 
in either of the two acts, for gentlemen ſeem to agree to 
conſider them together, which has not been ſuggeſted by op- 
poſitron. The “ ceſſation of hoſtilities on the part of his 
Majeſty's forces by ſea and land ;” „ the granting a. pardon 
or pardons to any number or deſcription of perſons within 
the ſaid colonies, provinces, or plantations ;”* © the treating, 
conſulting, and agreeing with any body, or bodies, politic 
and corporate, or with any aſſembly, or aſſemblies of men, 


or with any perſon, or perſons whatſoever, of or concerning 


any grievances, or complaints of grievances exiſting or ſup- 
poſed to exiſt in the government of any of the ſaid colonies, 
provinces, or plantations reſpectively, or in the laws and ſta- 
tutes of this realm reſpecting the ſame;“ * the treating of 
any aid or contribution to be furniſhed by any of the colonies, 
provinces, or plantations reſpectively;“ “ the not impoſing 
any duty, tax, or aſſeſſment whatever, payable in any of 
his Majeſty's colonies, provinces, and plantations in North- 
America, except only ſuch duties as it may he expedient to 
impoſe for the regulation of commerce ;” all theſe important 
conſiderations have been repeatedly urged to the miniſter, 
while the ſword {till flept in the ſcabbard, before the late de- 
luge of the blood of the ſubjects of this empire in an unjuſt 
and unnatural war. At laſt more is offered than was aſked. 
A repeal of all the obnoxious acts fince the year 1763 only 
was propoſed. The miniſter now agrees to ſacrifice the ſta- 
tutes of almoſt another entire year, for he gives up all the 
acts ſince the ioth of February 1763, the infamous era of 
the peace of Paris, by which the moſt valuable conqueſts of 
a glorious war were ſacrificed. Whence can ſuch a change 
ariſe? | Wo Kh 

I obſerve, Sir, that ſeveral gentlemen have this day mention- 
ed their converſion, the æra and cauſe. A very learned advo- 
cate | H. Dundas, Eſq. Lord Advocate for Scotland} has ſaid 
that he was converted when Sir; William Howe was forced 
to retire from the Jerſeys. Another honourable gentleman 
[ Charles Baldwyn, Eſq. | tells us, that he was converted when 
General Burgoy ne capitulated at Saratoga, - Naa and 
FA | ates, 
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| Gates, Sir, are certainly very powerful apoſtles. I ſhould 
8 not be ſurpriſed, if General Howe himſelf was at laſt con- 


verted. TI believe the æra of the noble Lord's converſion 
not far diſtant, I ſuſpe& it happened at the ſucceſsful mo- 
ment of the late American negotiation in France, which I 


„le not to be charmed with the gentle, meek, ſupplicating, 
! humiliating tone of the noble Lord at the preſent moment. 
We hear no more of the vengeance of the ſtate againſt daring 


» rebels, The harſh diſcord of war no longer grates on our 
is Mears: Peace, harmony, reconciliation with our brethren, 
n Ire the enchanting ſounds, with which we are now raviſhed. 
bo The terrible exterminating miniſter of wrath no longer alarms 


the revolted coloniſts with Pos . The noble Lord, with 
oo leſs policy than pity, ſoothes them, and in mild accents 
ſys, motos præſtat componere flufius, I much fear however, 
> or, the colonies will never be gathered together again under 
> lis miniſterial wing. | 

The two conciliatory bills are, in my opinion, more calcula- 
ted for this country than America. They appear only meant 
of Iv quiet the minds of the people here, and to amuſe this king- 
dom, not to regain the colonies ; but I truſt the day of recko- 


ent dead calm forebodes a furious tempeſt. The bills hold 
out what miniſters know to be a fallacious hope, a reconci- 
hation with the coloniſts on terms ſhort of independence, 


* The object is merely to ſcreen miniſtry from the indignation 
r. Nef the public, and the vengeance of the people. There can 
9 


be little doubt of this, when the very words of the acts, in 
ia te ſtate they firſt appeared here, are conſidered. The pre- 
anble of one of the acts was, ©* Whereas the exerciſe of the 
iv Nicht of taxation by the Parliament of Great-Britain for the 
J purpoſe of raifing a revenue in his Majeſty's colonies, pro- 
= rinces and plantations in North-America, has been found by 
of Nexperience to occaſion great uneaſineſſes and diſorders and has 
of Ney ſundry miſrepreſentations been made the means of miſlea- 
e (ng many of his Majeſty's faithful ſubjects.” Theſe words 
>” fire a kind of ſecond declaratory act, in which the right of 
taxation is aſſerted at the inſtant you give commiſſioners po- 
ers to ſuſpend it. Was this meant as a healing meaſure ? 
ia Could miniſters really intend to confer a favour, as they af- 
fected to think, and yet chuſe the moſt offenſive, the moſt 
obnoxious, the moſt galling expreſſions ? Ihe preamble to 


Itis, © for the quieting and extinguiſhing of divers jealou- 


gal 


greatly fear has eſtabliſhed their independence. It is impoſſi- 


ning, and of exemplary puniſhment, approaches. The pre- 


the other conciliatory bill is liable to the ſame ſtrong object ion. 


hes and mifrepreſentations of danger to their liberties and le- 
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gal rights, which have miſled many of his Majeſty's ſubjedtz 
1n the colonies, provinces, &c.” uſt not ſuch expreſſions 


be neceſſarily confidered by the der ve as the language of 


high and direct inſult? The commiſſioners muſt derive all 


their powers from theſe two acts of the legiſlature, in Which 


the Americans were accuſed and upbraided. Are theſe the 
adde perſuaſive arts of peace and reconciliation? Was a 
reconciliation really intended, or have miniſters only in view 
to delude the nation, and to incenſe them againſt the Ameri. 
cans, with the abſurd: hope of at laſt compelling them to an 
unconditional ſubmiſſion ? ” - 

. Adminiſtration, Sir, thought the game deſperate, and had 
only in view their own ſafety, the preſervation of their po- 
wer, and perhaps a facility in the enſuing loan. They knew 
the ſolemn declarations of the Congreſs to ſome of the great- 
eſt powers of. Europe ſo early as December 1776, and con- 
firmed laſt November, the baſis of which reſted ſolely on 
their independence. They poſſeſs it de facto. I fear we ſhall 
be obliged to give it them de jure. If the preſent propoſitions 
are rejected, we cannot heſitate in preferring the acknowledge- 
ment of their independence to an expenſive and bloody war, 
in which at laſt conqueſt is admitted to be an impoſſible and 
frantic attempt. We ought to enter into a fœderal union 
with them, and endeavour to ſecure the advantages of the 
moſt important trade with America by a commercial treaty, 
which would be reciprocally advantageous to both countries. 
Unlets indeed the eloquence of our commiſſioners can effec 
what the force of our arms has in vain attempted, their relin- 
guſhing the claim of independence. The adminiſtration are 
perfectly acquainted with the various commercial engagements 
of the coloniſts, from which they cannot recede. It appea- 
red likewiſe that the military as well as the civil have concur: 
red in reprobating every idea of a dependence on this coun- 
try. The ſceptre of America is departed from Britain, 


Three months after the Britiſh army had taken their capital, 


the ſeat of the Congreſs, Philadephia, Waſhington gave it 
out in general orders from head quarters, December 17th, 
© We may on the beſt grounds conchude, that by a ſpiritec 
continuance in the meaiures peceflary. for our defence, w: 
Mall finally obtain the end of our warfare, independence, l. 
berty, and peace,” In October 1774, the Congreſs humbly 
fupplicated his Majeſty for peace, liberty, and ſafety. Since 
that periog ſafety had been ſecured to them by their own pro- 
wels, except indeed « on ſome parts of their very extenſive 
coaſt. They: had fince been driven into independence, and 
began to taſte its ſwreets. We had cancelled all the ar by 
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. Wl which the two countries had long held together, and ſince we 
ts Wl had forced them into a very reluctant warfare, they held to 
us the people and the army, as its great end, the manly lan- 
of Wl guage of independence, liberty, and peace, America was 
driven to deſperation. It is now as to us a boſom friendſhip 
ch ſoured to an implacable hatred, We have wantonly burnt 
he ber towns, butchered her men, women, children, even in- 
2 fants at the breaſt, maſfacred the captives in cold blood, ſcal- 
. ped the dying and wounded, and carried fire and ſword through 
1» bher moſt fertile provinces, What a contraſt has their con- 
an duct been to a whole Britiſh army, and general, who capitu- 

lated! What a nobleneſs in turning away from the humilia- 
ad ting ſpectacle of Engliſh Soldiers piling their arms by word 
o- of command from their own officers! Are our miniſters 
ew weak enough to expect to cajole America with a parchment 
at- act, at the moment they declare that they deſpair of conqueſt 
Ne. 


by the ſword > The idea muſt to them be perfectly ridiculous, 
when the Americans recollect that the noblt Lord with the 
blue ribband at the beginning of the war had prophefied that 
they would be ſoon at our feet, and the noble Lord at the 


tional ſubmiſſion. The Americans had new tried their ſtrength 
and found their reſources, both on their own continent and in 
Europe, adequate to all their views. They ſaw the world in 
admiration, of their firmneſs and fortitude, in the warmeſt 
applauſe even of the military achievements. The zeal of 


thuſiaſm, and even this iſland might lay to America, in the. 
words of Horace, te cede gaudentes Britanni compqſitis veneran- 
tur armis. NES: | 5 
The honourable gentleman, [Sir Grey Cdoper, bart.] 
Sir, who made you the motion for the third reading. of the 
bill, ſays, the Nn will ſee, „that we do not mean to 
tax them.” They have no confidence, Sir, in any of our 
profeſſions or promiſes. The act of parliament of the ſeſſion, 


In 1765, there was ſo great a ſtagnation of our commerce in 
conſequence of the ſtamp act, that in the following year that 
unjuſt, as well as uncommercial act, was repealed, and all 
the ſources of trade between Great-Britain and her colonies 
were again opened, and flowed in full abundance. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, in the very next year, duties to be paid in Ame- 
rica were impoſed on tea, glaſs, paper and other articles, 
which threw the whole empire again into convulſions. Ame 
rica ſaw that we were not to be confided in during the ſhort 
period of a ſingle year, and that no tie, even of our own in- 
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head of the American department, had inſiſted on uncondi- 


the French nation in their cauſe roſe to the higheſt pitch of en- 
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tereſt, could bind us to any terms of future ſecurity for them. 
It is impoſſible, without the higheſt indignation, to reflect 
from what a height of proſperity we are now fallen, into an 
abyſs of miſery and ruin. The diſpoſitions of America in 
1766 were moſt friendly and affectionate. The wiſe meaſure 
of the repeal of the ſtamp act diffuſed univerſal joy thro” the 
thirteen now revolted colonies. At Philadelphia, in May, 
1766, they unanimouſly came to the following generous reſo- 
lution, *©* that to demonſtrate our zeal to Great-Britain, and 
our e for the repeal of the ſtamp act, each of us will, 
on the fourth of June next, being the birth- day of our moſt 

racious ſovereign George the Third, dreſs ourſelves in a new 
157 of the manufactures of England, and give what home 
ſpun we have to the poor.” What were the unanimous reſo- 
lutions of the Congreſs, not ten years after, in the very ſame 
town ? Our enemies have publiſhed them to the world with 
mockery and triumph. With what perfidy has the province 
of the Jerſeys been treated ! When that province returned to 
its allegiance, was it reſtored to the free exerciſe of its trade 
and commerce, and to the ſame protection and ſecurity, as if 
it had never revolted ? Or did that province continue under 
the ban of the empire, as a lucrative job to the friends of the 
miniſter ? Yet the miniſter, in the King's name, at the ope- 
ning of the ſeſſion of Parliament in October 1775, ſolemnly 
held out ſuch promiſes to the Americans, It is impoſſible the 
coloniſts can have any confidence in ſuch miniſters, or their 
agents or commiſfoners ; and unleſs men, as well as mea- 
ſures, are changed, no permanent reconciliation can be effec- 
ted. Our perfidy may indeed poſſibly be retaliated upon us 
in a mock treaty, and a deluſive negotiation, but no ſtable, 


ſolid peace can be obtained by the authors of their grievan- 


Ces. 


The ear of England, Sir, is rankly abuſed by miniſters, 
who pretend to aſſure us of pacific diſpoſitions in the colonies, 
and a deſire to return to their dependence on the parent ſtate, 
when not the leaft fymptom of ſuch a natnre has appeared. 
Has the Congreſs, or any one colony, made the leaſt over- 


ture to a reconciliation, ſince their declaration of indepen- 


dence ? Have not the Americans expreſſed the utmoſt abhor- 
rence of the miniſters who are to nominate the commiſſioners, 
inſtead of a diſpoſition to treat with them ? And will they 
entertain a more favourable idea of their creatures ? I muſt 
declare that I ſee nothing in the intended negotiation, but diſ- 
grace and humiliation on our part, after our repeatad injuries, 


and a lucrative job ſor five bold hungry dependents of the 


miniſter, Would to God, Sir, I may be miſtaken, and = 
I | EET ET 7: the 
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the commiſſioners may return to Europe with unenvied wealth 
and bloodleſs laurels. Their grateful country will honour 
them to its lateſt poſterity. Their fame will be immortal. 
An honourable gentleman, Edmund Burke, Efq.] one of 
the greateſt ornaments of this Houſe, ſays, that he obſerves 
great benevolence among us towards the Americans. I hear- 
tily with that I could diſcover it. Among three ſets of gen- 
tlemen, which have been mentioned this day, I fear the Ame- 
ricans have very few friends. All the dependents of admini- 
ſtration, the large majority in this Houſe, who have voted all 
the cruel and oppreſſive acts now to be ſuſpended, have certainly 
no great benevolence towards the Americans. Thoſe who 
are accuſtomed to pace in the trammels of a deſpotic mini- 
ſter, and to be obedient to his ſovereign nod, naturally abhor 
the enthuſiaſt for liberty, the uncontrolled ſpirit of the ſons 
of freedom, I ſuſpe& likewiſe that there is not much good 
will towards our fellow ſubjects in the colonies, among the in- 
habitants in the northern parts of our own iſland. It would 
be a curious ſpeculation to inveſtigate the cauſes of the marked 
hatred of the Scots in general to the Americans. Is it, Sir, 


that altho* ſome ſmall parts of America are almoſt over- run 


with Tories, as others are with different deſtructive animals, 
yet there ſcarcely ever was found a ſingle Jacobite in all our 
colonies'? Are the Scots in deſpair, becauſe they have not 
been able to find any thing in North-America congenial with 
them ? They cannot there mingle treaſon with treaſon, Is it 
that believing the preſent reſiſtance in the colonies to partake 
of the nature of a true rebellion, they are jealous of ſuch an 
uſurpation of the Americans on their peculiar prerogative 2 
Scotland ſeems, indeed, the natural foyer of rebellion, as 
Egypt is of the plague ; but, Sir, no monopolies in this 
commercial country are permitted, Mancheſter and Liver- 
pool would oppoſe ſuch a aa” and juſtly claim no ſmall 
ſhare in it, from their vigorous e 


in 1778, to mark the north pouring forth her hardy ſons to 
quell an American, not to aid a native, rebellion, carefully 
nurſed in her frozen boſom, and afterwards in a tainted part 
of England, kindly tendered and foſtered in its progreſs to 
the ſouth. The third ſet of perſons lately mentioned, are 
the country gentlemen. I reſpect the character, but I fear 
many of them are hoſtile to America, and American rights, 
They are for the moſt part very ſteady, not burdened or per- 
plexed with many ideas, and perhaps with few. of very libe- 


ral nature. A fingle principle appears of late to have gover- 


ned them, They hoped to throw off from their ſhoulders on 


orts in favour of the Pre- 
tender in 1743. It will, Sir, be a new and curious ſpeCtacle 
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the poor Americans a conſiderable part of the enormous bur. 
dens, under which they groan, of the debts of their late adopted 
German, and the preſent American, war. The noble Lord 
with the blue ribband had aſſured them of a ſolid and ſubſtan- 
tial revenue from America. On this plan of private cecono- 
my to them, the miniſter bargained for their ſupport, Their 
diſappointment, and the ſenſe of his jockeyſhip, has undoub- 
tedly much chagrined them, but I will not dwell on this ſub- 
jet. Their eyes ſeem to be opening, juſt as they are drow- 
ning. 

1 honourable gentleman [Thomas Gilbert, Efq.] 
complains that every thing reſpecting the public is in a great 
degree . and that ſome of our moſt important con- 
cerns are ſcarcely regarded. He has accordingly, with much 


good ſenſe, held out to the Houſe the idea of a committee to 


examine into the expenditure of the public money during 
this war. I agree with him, that nothing is now ſecure, or in- 
deed properly taken care of, except the proteſtant ſucceſſion, 
His propoſal meets my full and warm approbation. Another 
committee, however, ſeems tome ſtill more immediately neceſ- 
ſary, a committee to enquire into the nature and cauſes of the 
failure of the Canadian expedition, for we cannot hide the 
nation's ſcar. I am ſorry to be informed that the Houſe is to 
be prorogued at Eaſter, for I fear we cannot in this ſeſſion un- 
dertake both theſe important concerns. The inquiry into the 
Canadian expedition, the loſs of a Britiſh army, and the hor- 
rid cruelties committed on our fellow ſubjects, is of the firſt 
importance, both to vindicate the honour of our ſovereign, 
and the humanity of the nation. I am ſhocked, Sir, at the 
falſe rumours daily ſpread, and the foul reproaches caſt on the 
common father of all his people. It is repeatedly circulated 
in print, Sir, that on the 17th of October, after Burgoyne's 
capitulation, in which Gates demonſtrated a refined delicacy 
of honour, unparalleled in European armies, the Britiſh Gene- 
ral was received with reſpect, and dined with the American 
hero; that nothing unkind was ſaid to him, except aſking, 
how he could find m his heart to burn the poor country peo- 
ple's houſes, wherever he paſſed, and that he anſwered, it was 
the King's orders. ' From all the letters of Burgoyne it has 
been repeatedly aſſerted, that the project of the — ex- 


pedition 1 from the cloſet of the King, and the of- 


fice of the American ſecretary ; and that the employing the 
Savages againſt our fellow-ſubje&s was among the primary 
ideas adopted on that occaſion. The American ſecretary, in 
a letter to General Carleton, dated Whitehall, March 26, 
1777, ſays, As this plan cannot be advantageouſly execu- 
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ted without the afhſtance of Canadians and Indians, his Ma- 
jeſty ſtrongly recommends it to your care to furniſh both ex- 
peditions, with good and ſufficient bodies of thoſe men. And 
| am happy in knowing that your influence among them is ſo 
oreat that there can be no room to apprehend you will find it 
difficult to fulfil his Majeſty's intentions.“ In the Thoughts 
for conducting the war from the ſide of Canada, by General 
Burgoyne, which were approved by the King, Burgoyne de- 
fires a thouſand or more ſavages. Colonel Butler was direct- 
ed to diſtribute the King's bounty money among ſuch of the 
ſavages as would join the army; and, after the delivery of 
the preſents, he aſks for 401 1l. York currency, more, be- 
fore he left Niagara, Burgoyne's barbarous proclamation ap- 
pears now to be only a conſequence, of his ſanguinary inſtruc- 
tions. General Gates's letters have informed the world with 
what ſavage ferocity and cruelty the Indians carried on a war, 
to which they were ſo ſtrongly invited. An Indian campaign 
is known to be productive of every ſpecies of torture, to 
which the human frame is ſubject. In the laſt campaign ſcarce- 
ly fewer women and children in ſome parts where the war ra- 
ged with the greateſt fury, expired under the torture of the 
tomahawk and ſcalping-knife, than were killed by the ſword 
and bayonet among thoſe who bore arms. Colonel Butler's 
letter to Sir Guy Carleton of July 28th ſays, ©* many of the 
priſoners were, conformable to the Indian cuſtom, afterwards 
killed.“ Has the ſecretary at war yet thanked the ſavages in 
the King's name for their alacrity ? I have not had time fully 
to examine the numerous papers on our table, and therefore I 
am ignorant whether we have any letter from his Lordſhip 
fiimiltar to that from the war- office, of the 11th of May, 
1768, © that having had the honour of mentioning to the 
King the behaviour of the detachments from the ſeveral tribes 
of Indians, which have lately been employed in the ſcalping 
and tomahawking his American ſubjects, he has great plea- 
ſure in informing the General that his Majeſty highly appro- 
ves of the conduct both of the Indian chiefs and the men, 
and means that his royal approbation ſhould be communica- 
ted to them through the General. Employing Indians in fuch 
a ſervice gives him [the humane ſecretary at war] pain, but 
it is — v9 He hopes they will continue to perform their 
duty with alacrity. Every poffible regard ſhall be ſhewn to 
their zeal, and they ſhall have the protection of the law and 
this office under every diſagreeable circumſtance.“ . 
Mr. Burgoyae held himſelf out as an active agent on this 
occaſion, not by the ſlighteſt mention of any ſuppoſed military 
talents, but by ſuch an abjeC flattery of the American 1 
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as I hope no other man in Europe could commit. He declares 
in a letter to Lord George Germaine, dated from Hertford- 
ſtreet, Jan. 1, 1777, © I humbly laid myſelf at his Maje- 
ſty's feet for ſuch active employment as he might think me 
worthy of. This was the ſubſtance of my audience on my 
art. I undertook it, and I now report it to your Lordſhip, 
in the hope of your patranoge in this purſuit. A hope, my 
Lord, founded not only upon a juſt ſenſe of the honour your 
Lordſhip's friendſhip muſt refle& upon me, but alſo upon a 
feeling that I deſerve it, in as much as a ſolid reſpeQ, and ſin- 
cereperſonalattachment can conſtitute ſuch aclaim.” In his let- 
ter of June 22, 1777, he ſeems to have fully entered into the 
ideas of his principal; for he ſays, “that he met the Indians 
yeſterday in Congreſs, and gave them a war feaſt, according 
to their cuſtom,” of which war feaſt we know the moſt 1o- 
lemn ceremony to be drinking human blood out of the ſkulls 
of their enemies. In the ſame conference he conſents to the 
mangling of the dead, for he ſays, he allowed the Indians 
to take the ſcalps of the dead.” Surely, Sir, an enquiry 1n- 
to thoſe horrors, and the failure of an expedition, which has 
not only diſgraced our arms, but obſcured the name of En- 
ghihmen, and fixed a foul ſtain on our national character, is 
fill more worthy of our enquiry than even the waſte of pub- 
lic treaſure, although we are, I fear, if the war continues, 
too near the brink of a general bankruptcy. 4 | 
I obſerve, Sir, that gentlemen have this day been very 
fond of giving advice to miniſters. I am not fond at any 
time of giving advice, but I will for once follow the. exam- 
ry My advice then, Sir, to adminiſtration 1s, to ſupplicate 
is Majeſty to order an immediate ceſſation of arms in North- 
America, and to recall his forces. Humanity and juſtice call 
aloud for this meaſure. The miniſter has at length confeſſed, 
we cannot conquer America. To what purpoſe then are 
more torrents of blood to be ſhed * The Americans will ac- 
cept, or they will reject, your propoſitions. If they are ac- 
cepted, the war is at an end by conceſſion. If they are reject- 
ed, the end of the war, conqueſt, has been found, and is now 
acknowledged to be, impracticable. The ſhedding of the 
blood therefore of a ſingle man for an object, which confeſ- 
ſedly cannot be obtained, is not only unjuſtifiable, but highly 
eriminal. Many of the meaſures of oppoſition have been at 
tength adopted by miniſters. I hope this, the moſt important of 
all, will have the ſame ſucceſs. An immediate ceſſation of 
arms was propoſed the very firſt day of this ſeſſion by an ex- 
cellent young nobleman on this fide the houſe. [Marquis of 
Granby. ] It will do more than all your commiſfioners can 
| without 
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without it. Perhaps it may ſave Howe from the fate of Bur- 
yne. It will give time for cooling on both fides, and at 
leaſt ſhew that you are relenting towards your brethren, 
that. you are eager for that peace and reconciliation, which 
alone can form the ſolid happineſs of both countries, and 
muſt be devoutly wiſhed by every friend in each, to their 
mutual proſperity, It may fave the fragments of this diſ- 
membered empire ; for I own I ſhall tremble for the fate of 
Canada, nearly loſt three years ago, Nova-Scotia, the two 
Floridas, and the Weſt-India iſlands, if the powerful con- 
federacy of the thirteen united colonies continues. 
Sir, I heartily wiſh ſuceeſs to theſe two conciliatory bills, 
and that we may m_ by treaty, what we have 'loſt by 
tyranny and arms. I would agree to almoſt any treaty, rather 
than continue this ruinous war, which has coſt already above 
thirty millions ſterling, and the loſs of twenty thouſand men. 
entirely approve the effort, although I have my fears that it 
is made too late. Sat benz ſi ſat cits / let the experiment how- 
ever be tried, and may both Britain and America, again 
form one powerful empire, on the principles of equal liberty, 
juſt, mild, commercial, and tolerant ! We ſhall then be able 
to ſtand the ſhock of all the adverſe powers of the world, 
again be feared and reſpeCted abroad, and at home a great, 
united and happy people. | | | 
Sir George Jonge, propoſed a rider, to declare, agreeable Sir George 
to the bill of rights, that any diſpenſing power in the Crown, Longe. 
was illegal; and that this bill ſhould not be drawn into a pre- 
cedent, Bi 
Mr. Thurlzw [ Attorney General] ſaid, the propoſed ri- Nr. Thur- 
der was unnecetlary and might have imputations charged d. 
upon it that were hurtful. Was indifferent whether accep- 
ted or not ; but thought it moſt prudent not to bring the mat- 
ter into diſcuſſion, h | N 
The rider was withdrawn. 
Upon the queſtion being put, * that the bill do paſs,” 
Mr. Baker remarked, that a noble Lord at the head of the Mr. Bater. 
American department, who was to ſign the inſtructions, and 
through whole hands, officially, the buſineſs of the treaty 
with America was to paſs, had not deigned to ſay one word, 
whether he approved the meaſure or not; whether he had 
adopted as yet the ideas of peace, or {till retained the ſpirit 
of war, and thoſe principles of coercion, with which he 
came into office? — 1 
Lord George Germain ſaid, that the noble Lord who had 15rd 6. 
brought forward this meaſure, and had brought in the bills, Germain, 
had 1o fully, to all points, explained, that it was unneceſſary 
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/ for him to ſay the ſame things in much worſe words. But, 

however, whenever called upon, he was very ready to give 

his approbation to the meaſure. That he did it on tlie 

exigency of the times, and upon the preſent circumſtances 

of the caſe; upon the ground of expediency he heartily 
concurred in the meaſure, 

Mr. Burle. Mr. Burke then aroſe; and by miſunderſtanding, or not 
perfectly comprehending, the noble Lord, called for ſome 
more explicit declaration of the ſentuments of that miniſter, 
who was to give the buſineſs its form, and to fign the in- 
ſtructions. x 

Lord G. Lord George Germain then aroſe to explain himſelf far. 

Germain. ther, and ſaid, I am clear to ſpeak to the point of the con- 
ſtitution, in every ſentiment which 1 ever held. What! 
ſaid, as quoted by the gettleman, was ſaid upon the then 
ſtate of the cafe, But if circumſtances are changed, fo 
muſt meaſures change. What I then ſaid I was juſtified in by 
the ſenſe and concurrence of Parliament. The cafe is now 
changed; and what I now ſay, the'exigencies of the preſent 
circumſtances equally juſtify ; and in which I ſee alſo I have 
the full concurrence of Parliament. There is no change of 
ſentiment in me. What the caſe requires, and what the 
ſenſe of Parliament adopts upen ſuch caſe, it is my duty to 
follow, and I will execute with my beſt zeal, and to the ut- 
moſt of my abilities. He then ſaid, that although the 
honourable gentleman was perfectly verſed in the forms of 
buſineſs and office, yet he was miſtaken, in ſuppoſing that 
he, as Secretary for the American department, was to 
give the infiraRiions; or to ſign them; that it was indeed 

his duty to frame them, from the opinion of the council, and, 
ſo framed, to carry them to his Majeſty; who, if he approved 
them, ſigned them, and alſo counterſigned himſelf. That 
he ſaid this only to ſet the gentleman right, as to the mode 
of doing buſineſs; he acknowledged, that by carrying them 
to the King, he became the perſon reſponſible for them, as 
well as by delivering them. | 
Mr. Townſhend then roſe to make general remarks on the 
merit in the conduct of oppoſition on the preſent occaſion ; 
and the-queſtion paſſed without a diviſion. | 
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their crimes | 107 


——— propoſes an appointment of yel- 


low-flag miniſters 108 


——— enguires into the fate and cir- 


D 


Burke, Mr. moves for copies of all trea- 


throws the fine gilt book of 


- 9g 
is anſwered by Lord — 


recommends putting an end to 


16 


E. * 


cumſtances of the new levies of 
troops 1 257 
conſiders the meaſures for car- 
rying on the war ſubverſive of the 
fundamental principles of the con. 
ſtitution 340 
expoſes the unprecedented mode 
of appointing officers in the new 
corps 341 
—— conſiders Lord North's conci- 
liatory plans as an act of neceſſity, 
not of choice 385 
—— animadveits on his Lordſhip's 
account of the ſtrength and ipirit 
of the nation 396 
—— compares Lord North to an 
unſkiltu} navigator ibid. 
thinks the Americans can ne- 
ver treat with a man who has ill. 
treated and abuſed them, added 
inſult to injury, and waded deep 
in their blood 387 
Cocks, Sir Charles, preſents papers 
to the Houſe, reſpecting tranſport 
ſhips 70 
—— aſſuces the Houſe, that the ex- 
pences of the ordnance was not 
owing to the want of economy 
| 112 
Conway, Gen. takes a wide range 
through the whole ſyſtem of Ame- 
rican politics 30 
makes many pointed remarks 
on Lord Germain 94 
ſpeaks to the defects of the 
accounts before the Houſe 316 
| oppoſes the excluſion of 
ſtrangers from the gallery 325 
Cooper, Sir Grey, preſents a bill for 
the ſuſpenſion of the habeas corpus 
act - 56 
inſiſts that there was nothing 
new in ſuch ſuſpenſion , 
riſes to move for the third 
reading of the American commil- 
ſioners bill . 408 
takes a general ſurvey of the 
utility of that bill 409 
| ET Coventry, 


1 


Coventry, Mr. oppoſes the motion 
for an adjournment of the Houſe 


3 158 
Cruger, Mr, ſays adverſity has taught 
ad miiniſtration wiſdom 152 


———- attributes all our troubles to 
the tyranny and obſtinacy of mi- 
niſters I 

—— — Odſcrves, that thoſe who have 
eſpouſed our cauſe have been left 
to the vengeance of the Congreſs 

1 of 

—— adviſs meaſures of — 
ſince thoſe of war have failed 155 

Debates on the motion for an addreis 
to the King on his ſpeech I 

on the report of the addreſs 

2 

— on the motion to . 
the ſuſpenſion of the habeas corpus 
act 35 

on the motion for ſeamen 37 

on preſenting the bill to ſuſ- 

pend the habeas corpus act 56 

on the report of the ſeamen 


on the motion for the week- 
ly accounts 68 
on the land- tax 64 
— on Mr. Fox's motion to ap- 
point a day to enquire into the 
ſtate of the nation | 
in a committee of ſupply on 
the army eſtimates 95 
on the charge of the office of 
ordnance . 106 
on Dol. Barré's motion for 
the papers relative to the reinforce- 
ments for the American ſervice 115 

— on Mr. Hartley's motions 
| 129 

on Mr. Wiikes's motion to 
repeal the declaratory act 131 
on the motion for an adjourn- 


ment 156 
AU on the new levies 257 
on the papers 313 
on ordnance ftores 322 


— on ſhutting the gallery 323 


EK © 
Debates on cloathing' the new corps 
— on the ſupply of the navy - 6 
on Lord North's motions to 
bring in conciliatory bills with 
America 379 
on the motion to appoint 
commiſſioners | 399 
——— on the motion to repeal the 
Maſſachuſett's charter act 394 
| in the committee on the con- 
ciliatory bills 399 
De Grey, Mr. ſpoke in defence of 
employing the ſavages 352 
Dundas, Mr. Henry, is for bringing 
America to reaſon by power 94 
acknowledges that the mea- 
ſure of taxation in America cannot 
be carried into execution 421 
Dunning, Mr. ſupports the motion 
for an expoſure of papers 79 
calls upon the Houſe to 
conſider in what manner they were 
treated 82 
ſeverely cenſures the con- 
duct of the committee at the Lon- 
don tavern 262 
makes a diſtinttion be- 
tween enquiry and accuſation 265 
denies the power of the 
Crown to levy forces without the 
conſent of Parliament 342 
Elliot, Sir Gilbert, ſeconds the mo- 
tion for an addreſs to the King on 
his ſpeech | I 
Ellis, Mr. Welbore, riſes in defence 
of the ſuſpenſion of the habeas cor- 
pus act 57 
enters into an altercation with 
Mr. Burke on that ſubject 58 
— ſupports Mr. Jenkinſon againſt 
Mr. Barré's motion for papers 116 
riſes to juſtify the care and at- 
tention of the navy department 
71 
aſſerts that the Crown clings; 
without wounding liberty, grant 
charters independent of the power 
of Parliament 398 
Family 


I N. 


Family Compact, an extract from 12 
Fox, Mr. treats the idea of conquer- 


ing America as abſurd 19 
— is ſevere on the conduct of Lord 
George Germain ib. 


— takes a curſory view of the 
operations of the ſeveral campaigns 
20 
attacks the ſecretary of ſtate for 
American affairs 31 
conſiders our reſources as not 
adequate to our expences. $0 
— comments. on the object of t 
American war 69 
— moves for an enquiry into the 
ſtate of the nation 74 
—— the motiou paſſed without a di- 
viſion 75 
makes further. motion relative 
to that enquiry 
— reprobates, the violent, ſcalp- 
ing, tomohawk meaſures of the 
miniſtry 86 
— laments the unhappy fate of 
Gen. Burgoyne and his army 103 
— cenſures the abſence of a noble 
Lord 118 
—— is againſt granting America in- 
dependence 130 
—— very humourouſly attacks Lord 
North 151 
— is againſt repealing the decla- 
ratory act I52 
— congratulates the happy for- 
getfulneſs of adminiſtration 263 
moves that the inſtructions 
given to Gen. Burgoyne ſhould be 
produced to the Houſe 264 
— riſes to explain the imputation 
of a treaſonable meaning 265 
— moves for an enquiry into the 
miſcarriage of General Burgoyne 


317 


— aſſerts that the miniſtry have 


been the principal friends to the 
revolted Americans 319 
=—— conſiders Lord North as an un- 
fortunate miniſter 321 
repreſents the excluding ſtran- 


D 


76 


X. 
gers ſrom the gallery as of no con. 


E 


ſequence 324 
opens his enquiry into the ſtate 
of the nation 328 
ſtates facts as they appear 
from papers on. the table 329 
takes a retroſpective view of 
the miſmanagement of the = 
ibid, 
—— ſhews the immediate cauſes that 
have brought us into. our preſent 
ſituation 340 
— accuſes the Mm of laying 
papers beſore the Houſe in a parti- 
al manner 331 
ſhews the ill policy of the acts 
paſſed againſt America 332 
—— explains the fatal conſequences 
of our rejecting the petition from 
New York | 333 
runs over the various opera- 
rations of the army in America 


—— relates. the proceedings of Gen, 
Howe 335 
— touches very ſlightly on the 
events of the laſt campaign 336 
recommends to ſend no more 
troops out of the kingdom ib, 
— and propoſes an addreſs to the 
King for that purpoſe 337 
—— ſtates a great number of fads 
relative ta the army in 1 
362 
gives the mcſt ample teſlimony 
to the bravery and good conduct of 
our generals 303 
inſiſts that the nation had loſt 
20,000 men in America 369 
— caſſents to the propoſitions made 
by lord North 383 
ſays, Lord North hoped and 
was diſappointed, he expected 2 
great a deal and found little 384 
aks the miniſters, whether thcy 
knew. of the treaty between France 
and America 385 


—— inids that the preſent miniitry 
can 


a 


24 
te 


men 3 | 
Gordon, Sir William, recommends 0 
—— Conſiders us in the light of a 


. 


can have no title to the confidence 
of the Americans 392 
Frederick, Sir Charles, endeavonrs 
to give a reaſon for the enormous 
charge for ordnance I13 
Fraſer, Gen. goes through the whole 
ſubject of the American diſpute 
for the laſt fifteen or tixteen years 
Gaſcoyne, Mr. paſſes ſome 1 
invectives on Sir William Mere- 
dith 347 
Germain, Lord George, riſes to de- 
fend himſelf againſt the attacks of 
Mr. Fox 20 
„ Mentions what inſtructions 
were given to Gen. Burgoyne 21 
— endeavours to palliate the 
employing of the ſavages againſt 


the Americans 
repreſents the Americans 


as in a ſtate of ſlavery 23 
replies to Mr. Fox on the 
American debates 91 
— ſhould think himſelf cri- 
minal if he entered into faderal 
union with rebels 92 
- aſſerts that America is al- 
moſt ruined, and ſuffering un- 
der every ſpecies of human miſery 
93 
gives the Houſe an ac- 
count of the ſurrender of Gen. 
Burgoyne and his army 
excuſes himſelf producing 
certain papers called for 110 
exclaims againſt perſonali- 
ties, and doubts not his own ho- 
nour 


adminiſtration in employing the 


ſavages in the American war ib. 
 GHbert, Mr. propoſes a tax of one 


+ fourth on the income of all place- 
421 


coercive meaſures | 130 


| Granby, Marquis of, propoſes an 


353 
- commends the conduct of 


E . 

amendment to the motion ſor an 
addreſs to the King on his ſpeech 
2 
Grenville, Mr. in an animated ſpeech, 
condemns the conduct of the Ame- 
rican war 364 
de plores the diſgrace 
brought not upon our arms but our 

counſels 36 
alludes to Lord Chatham 
as the only man capable of ſettling 
our diſputes 366 
calls upon the-. miniſtry to 
declare what they know of the 
treaty between France and Ameri- 


ca 389 
Habeas Corpus act, debates on the 
motion for continuing its ſuſpen- 
ſton 5 35 
dir Grey Cooper brings in 
a bill for that purpoſe 56 
paſſed on a diviſion 114 
Hartley, Mr. H. W. wiſhes for a ter- 
mination to the calamĩties of the 


civil war 29 


Hartley, Mr. D. calls the attention 


of the Houſe to the boundleſs ex- 


pences of the war Il 
———- accuſes the miniſter of de- 
ceiving the people 120 


his calculations of the expen- 


ces of the American war 121 
——— adviſes the Houſe to think 
before they act 122 


ſal and without bounds ib. 
—conſiders the whole conduct 
of the miniſtry as folly and impo- 
tence 3 
reads 2 letter received from 
Dr. Franklin at Philadelphia ib. 

| aſſerts that England obliged 
America to have recourſe to arms 
124. 


— cenſures the preſent inſolence 


of miniſters * 


ib. 


ruined people 
| - Hartley, 
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Hartley, Mr. P. points out the rifing 

ſtate of the colonies pi 126 
propoſes to petition the King 
for a ceſſation of hoſtilities . 127 
— makes ſeyeral motions re- 
ſpecting the American war 128 


Hoſpital, propoſed diſpoſition of, far 


the ſervice of Canada 299 
Hyde, Lord, moves for an addreſs to 
his Majeſty on his ſpeech I 
| brings up a report of the above 
addreſs 29 


Jenk inſon, Mr. ſtates the impropri- 


ety of Mr. Barre's moving for pa- 
pers in a thin Houſe 115 


Independence of America carried in 


the Congiels by a Majority of on- 
ly two 110 


Inrollment of commiſſion to Lord 


Viſc. Howe and Gen. tHlowe 308 
Inſtructions to Mj. John Butler, 
commandant of a corps of Ran- 
gers, to ſerve with the Indiansz36 
given to Lieutenant Col. 


Baum, with regard to an expedi- 


tion he is to command 255 
number of troops employ- 
ed on that expedition 256 


Johnſon, Gov. defends the miniſtry 


againſt the imputation of faction 
thrown on them by a member 4 
——— cxpicfles his diſapprobation 
of turning heavy merchantmen in- 


to men of war 63 
apologizes for the artificial 
paſſion of the premier 83 


poſed of ſenſible and liberal gen- 
tlemen | ib, 
— gives his opinion on what 
ground peace ſhould be made with 
America 129 
| accuſes adminiſtration of 
ſhifting the blame of their own 
faults upon others 268 
ſupports the motion for the 
inſpection of letters between our 
generals in America 322 


— contend« for the illegality of 


lays, the Congref(s are com- 


. | 
the ſubſcriptions for raiſing troops 


; 34 
expatiates on the bad policy 
of employing Indians in the Ame. 
T1CaN War 359 
accuſes the navy department 

of applying the money to uſes 

_ contrary to what it was granted for 
"A 315 

- conſiders the miniſtry as very 
improper perlons to nominate 
American commiſſioners 393 
Joliffe, Mr. declares his hearty aver. 
lion to the war from the beginning 
of it 394 
told the miniſtry long ſince 
that they might ſmother the flame 
with coals, but the fire would burſt 
forth in general cor flagraticn 395 
thinks an enquiry ſhould be 
made, not only into the failure of 
Gen. Burgoyne, but into the con- 
duct of the whole war 396 
aſſerts that we have loſt an 
empire, and are in the ſtate of 
ſuppliants _ | 397 
King, debates on the motion ſor ad- 
dreſſing him on his ſpeech at the 


opening of the ſeſſion I 
receives an addreſs from the 
Houſe 32 
his anſwer thereto 54 


Langlois, Mr. endeavours to explain 
the cauſe of the enormous charge 
for ordnance 113 

Land- tax, the Houſe reſolves itſelf 
into a committee of ways and 
means thereon 64 

Leith, Sir Alexander, accuſes the 
miniſter of repelling information 

| 2 20 

accuſes Lord George Germain 
as the ſole author of employing 
the ſavages 353 

Letter from Mr. Robinſon to Ri- 
chard Oliver, Eſq. concerning the 


rum contract 185 
— from Lord George German 
to Sir Wilkam Hewe 196 


Letter 


MM 
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Letter from Lord George Germain Letter from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne, 


to Sir Guy Carleton ib. 


— from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne 


to Lord George Germain 191 
— from Major Gen. Phillips to 
Gen. Carleton i 199 
— from Lord George Germain 
to Gen. Carleton 209 
— from Sir William Howe to 
Lord George Germain 212 
— from Sir William Howe to 
Gen. Sir Guy Carleton 213 
— from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord 
George Germain 
— from Sir Guy Carleton to 
_ Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne 216 
— from Lieut, — Burgoyne to 
Lord George Germain ib. 
— from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord 
George Germain 220 
— from Col. Butler, ſuperinten- 
dant of Indian affairs ib. 
— from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord 
George Germain 224 
— from Colonel Butler at Ontario, 
22 

— from Col. Butler, before Fort- 
Stanwix, to Sir Guy Carleton 226 
— from Lieut. Col. St. Leger, 
at Oſwego, to Sir Guy rn” 

| 228 

— from Lient, Gen. Burgoy ne 
to Lieut. Gen. St. Leger 
— from Lieut. Col. St. Leger, 
at Oſwego, to Sir Guy Carleton 


| 229 
— from Daniel Claus, Eſq. ſu- 
perintendant on Brigadier St. I.e- 
ger's expedition, to Sit Guy Carle- 
ton | 234 
— from Baron de Reideſel, at 
Jones'-Farm camp, to Lord George 
Germain 236 
— from Sir William Howe, at 
Philadelphia, to Lord George Ger- 
Man. 2. ro 243 
— from Lieut, Gen, Burgoyne, 
at Fort-Edward, to Sir William 
Howe, with a note annexed, re- 
ceived from Sir Henry Clinton, ib. 
1 


214 


ib. 


to Sir Henry Clinton 245 
from the ſame to the ſame 246 
| from Sir Henry Clinton, at 
Fort Montgomery, to Lieut. Gen. 
Burgoyne 3 247 
— from Viſc. Lord Howe, at 
New-York, to Lord George Ger- 
main | 249 
from the commiſſioners, for re- 
ſtoring peace to his Majeſty's co- 
lonies in America, to Lord George 
Germain 25 
— from Sir William Howe to 
Lord George Germain 255 
— from the {ecretary at war to 
Sir Thomas Egerton, Bart. 270 
from the ſecretary at war to 
Col. William Gordon 271 


— from the ſecretary at war to 


Lieut. Col. John Campbell 273 
; from the ſame to Colonel Sir 


William Erſkine 27 
—— from the ſame to the Earl of 
Seaforth 276 


— from the ſame to the Mayor of 
Liverpoot 


| 277 
—— from the ſame to Hugh Lord, 


Eq: late captain in the Iriſh regi- 
ment of foot 279 
— from the ſame to Lieut, George 
Vaughan, on the half-pay of the 
75th regiment of foot 280 
from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord 
George Germain 281 
from the ſame to Major Gene- 
neral Phithps | 283 


— another to and from the ſame 


283 


— from Capt. Foy, to Lieut. Col. 1 


St. Leger 284 


— a circular one to the Colonels 
of Militia, and Commiſfaries of 


Canadian tranſports” 285 


— rm Capt. Foy to Capt. Fra- J 4 


ſer, aſſiſtant ſuperintendant of In- 


from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieu- 


tenant Gen. Burgoyne 286 


1 > Lette 


dian affairs ib. © 4 | F 


4 


= | | TM 2x X. 
Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Liſt of perſons employed in the Ta. 
” Lieut. Colonel Bolton ib. dian department, as of uſe, with 
— from the ſame to the officers theit pay 
commanding at Oſwegatchie 2879 — of perſons employed in the 
from the ſame to Col. Butler ib. ſame department as rangers 222 
from Capt. Foy to Capt. Mac- of the corps, which have been 
kay, 288 ordered to be raiſed during the 


— from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne to late adjournment of the Houſe 
Sir Guy Carleton ib. 8 


— from Lieut. Col. St. Leger — of the minority on the divifion 
+ to Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne 292 againſt ſending any more troops 


from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieut. out of the nation 337 
Gen. Burgoyne | 293 Lyttrell hon. James, ſupports his : 
from the fame to Lieut. Gover- brother, againſt Lord Mulgrave, 
nor Cramache 294 on a point of ſeamanſhip 51 
— from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne expreſſes his abhorrence of 
to Sir Guy Carieton 298 the mercenary and ſavage princi- 
| IJ — — from the latter to the former ples of a civil war 9 - 
E 4 298. aſſerts that the Americans 
| — from the ſecretary at war to act upon the ſame juſt principles 
i Str Guy Carleton ib. as thoſe who effected the revolu- | 
another to and from the ſame tion in England 99 
| = 2 ſhews the folly of taking Phi-. 
fm Capt. Foy to Lieut. Col. ladelphia, which we cannot keep 
12 St. Leger | ib, 185 
| from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieut. diſapproves of the employ- 
19 Gen. Burgoyue | ib. ing Indians in the American war : 
ft —— another to and from the ſame 359 


300 Luttre!l Hon. T. oppoſes the mini- 
— from Major General Phillips ſterial addrefs on the King's ſpeech 
to Sir Guy Carleton 301 23 
— another to and from the ſame animadverts on ſeveral paris 
i 302 of the King's ſpeech 24 
— from Sir Guy Carleton to Ma- makes ſome obſervations on 
jor Gen. Phillips 303 the Cock- pit and its general com- 
— = {rom the latter to the former pany 25 
D 305 - draws a compariſon between 
— ſrom the former to the latter our miniſters croſſing the Atlantic, 

306 and Ceſar croſſing the Rubicon 
 —— from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieut. from Gaul 26 


General Burgoyne 307 propoſes an amendment to 
— from Lord George Germain to the addreſs on the King's ſpeech 
Sir William Howe ib. h | 27 
— from Lord and Gen. Howe to — conſiders the preſent mini- 
5 Lord George Germain 312 ſtry as a tyrannical and bloody race 
Liſburne, Lord, engages in a ſort of 28 


bye battle with Mr. Burke 128 attacks the miniſtry, on refu - 
Liſt of officers employed in the Indi- ſing to give a ſtate of the navy 40 
an department, with their rank and conſiders all their accounts 
pay | 212 on that head as deeeitful 4 
. | | | Luttrell 
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Luttrell, Hon. T. conſiders the pre- 
ſent method of manning our fleet 


ineffectual „5 


————— enters minutely into the pre- 
ſent ſtate of our navy 43 
— e ſtates what may be appre- 
hended from France and Spain 14 
— oppoſes the imprefling of 
men into the ſea- ſervice 
—— attacks Lord Mulgrave's ſtate 
of the navy, with great aſperity 
0 
—— oppoſes the report of ie 
committee of ſupply 
aſſerts that the miniſter's ac- 
count of the ſhips on the Jamaica 
ſtation is ſalſe *::: 0a 
— propheſies that a day of re- 
tribution on this iſland muſt come 
| ib. 
—— makes a motion for weekly 
accounts from the navy 62 


a diviſion 64 
is for repealing all the oppreſ- 
five acts againſt America 145 
quotes the obſervation of 
the illuſtrious dictator, * 
14 

——— ſpeaks on the employing In- 
dian ſavages in the laſt war 147 
—— mentions the conduct of the 
late Sir William Johnſon 148 

— alludes to a paſſage in Gen. 
Amherſt's letter to Mr. Secretary 
Pitt ib. 
. am the repeal of all op- 
preſſive acts | 149 
—— ſtates the bad condition of 
our navy 150 
—— touches upon the article of 
Scotch cannon " "FO 
——— adviſes adminiſtration to a 


— — 


ſincere repentance for their crimes- 


151 

—— conſiders each man of the 
Houſe as equal in his delegated 
character from the people 370 
——— enquires into the expences of 
ſhip-building and repairs 372 


—— ncntons the enormous ſums 
Lit 2 


the motion carried without 


D © © 


granted for the repairs of the n. 
3 


denies ſayipg that Lord Sand- 
wich pocketed the ſupplies ib. 
objeèts to receiving the re- 
port from the committee of ſup- 
ply 25 1 
Luttrell, Col. enveighs againſt the 
ſapporters of the American rebel. 


hon 317 
throws the Houſe into con- 
fuſion 318 


— calls Mr. Fox a traitor ib. 
complains of the injurious 
miſrepreſentation of ntwe- papers 
2 
endeavours to exculpate 1 
ſelf from the charge of being diſ- 
orderly 324 
Mackworth, Sir Herbert, elucidates 
the motives which gave riſe to the 
American war Shs: _— 
attributes the continuance 
of the war to the Americans them 
ſelves | 68 
Memoranda of Gen. Carleton, re- 
lative to the next campaign, to 
Lieut, Gen. Burgoyne, to be laid 
before government 198 
Meredith, Sir William, ſhews the ne- 
ceſſity of the repeal of the ſtamp- 
act 156 
defends . himſelf againſt 
the attack of Mr. Adam's ib, 
attacks Lord North on the 
illegality of ſublcriptions 346 
conſiders Charter rights 
at leaſt as ſacred as the rights of 


property 5 398 
Moreton, Mr. argues in defence of 
American taxation | 99 


ments in the debates on Lord 
North's conciliatory hills 420 
Moyſey, Mr. ſpeaks in favour of the 
ſupplies for the new levies, 
——— - inſiſts that the Crown has the 
Tight to appoint the American 
commiſſioners | 390 
Mulgrave Lord, arguments between 
him, and Mr, Ihurloww 39 
Mulgrave, 


holds out the ſame argu- 9 


1 
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' — denies any intention to dictate 


—inſiſts that 


Y Ke 


I 


mode of impreſſiug ſuperior to the 
regitter of the French and Spa- 
mrards | 48 
aſſerts that our navy is ſu- 
perior to that of the whole houſe 


a . 


of Bourbon 


. 
* 


| 49 
Naval ſupplies, debates thereon 37 
= North, Lord, argues in favour of co- 


ercilive meaſures with America 17 
—— Cefencs the employing of ſava- 
ges, under Gen, Burgoyne ib. 
w——— declares it as his opinion, that 
neither Fra:ice nor Spain would in- 


| 3 termeddle in the diſpute 18 


— replies to Col. Barre, and ob- 
tains a rejection to the amendment, 
propoſed in the addreſs to the King 
on his ſpeech 2 
— anſwers Mr. Burke, reſpecting 
foreign alliances 
—— expreſſes his contempt of news- 


paper abuſe 


to the Houſe 61 
— has no objection to the motion 
ſor weekly accounts 63 
—— agrees with Mr. Fox's motion 
for an enquiry into the ſiate of the 
nation 


— objects to ſome other motions 


made by Mr. Fox relative to that 


enqui | 77 

the buſineſs of the 

Houſe of Lords is not to influence 
the commons N 81 

— expreiics his ſorrow at the un- 
happy news of Gen. Burgoyne's 
1286. 
— moves ſeveral reſolutions for 
the army ſupplies 105 


= Centers om a defence of the enor- 


mous charge for ordnance 114 
— oppcſes*the motion for produ- 
cing certain papers 1 


objects to Mr. Hartley's mo- 


tions for an American accommoda- 

tion : S 28 
— nfiſts on or pcwer to tax the 

Americans 14 


Miolgrave, Lord, conſiders the Engliſh 


E. Xs 
North, Lord, thinks we need not de. 


ſpair of gaining America 145 
ſupports the motion for an ad. 
jour nment of the Houſe Is 
—— Ccongratulates himſelf on the 
readineſs of the nation to aſſiſt his 
meaſures 258 
inſiſts that the American war 
was a conſtitutional war 259 
— accuſes Mr. Fox, if of not 
ſpeaking treaſon, of at leaſt go. 
ing very near it - 264, 
—— ſtates the difficulty of prepa- 
ring accounts immediately for in. 
ſpection 314 
—— oppoſes the motions for pro- 
ducing the letters between the En- 
gliſh Generals in America 321 
—— contends the ſubſcriptions for 
new troops were nothing new or 
uncommon | 346 
———- conſiders the employing of ſa- 
vages as bad, but unavoidable 360 
— gives notice to the Houſe of 
his intended plan of conciliation 
with the Americans 362 
—— agreeable to his promiſe, makes 
his conciliatory propoſitions 379 
—— aſſerts that he never had any 
idea to draw any conſiderable re - 
venue from America ib. 
— thought the Americans would 
not complain of the tea act 380 
| propoſes a bill to quiet the 
Americans on the ſubject of taxa- 
tion 1 
— propoſes to give full powers 
to commiſſioners to treat 281 
adviſes to inſtru the commiſ- 
fioners to negotiate for a moderate 
contribution towards the common 
defence of the empire when re- 
united = "202 
— ſays he was extremely diſappoin- 
ted in his expectations of the ef- 
fect of our military force 383 
—— declares he knows not any thing, 
for certain, of the treaty between 
France and the Americans 389 


North, | 


would have no power to grant the 


— moves, that the bill declaring 
the intentions of Parliament rela- 
tive to taxing America be read a 
third time | 412 

Nugent, Earl, ſpeaks for the conti- 
nuance of the American war 29 

——— ſeconds Lord Beauchamp's 


„ 
—— denies that e 
encourages news- paper abuſe 266 
is for deferring the enquiry 
into Gen. Burgoyne's miſcarriage 
267 


ſonal or miniſterial, but his own 


| judgment | 269 
w——— Condemns the meaſure of the 
enquiry into papers 320 


- 1s ſatisfied that the miniſters 
purſued the beſt meaſures though 
they failed : 367 

Obſervations and memoranda re- 
lative to the ſervice in Canada, 
ſubmitted to Lord George Ger- 
main 192 

Ongley, Lord, ſupports the preſent 
method of aſſeſſing the land-tax 

| 6 
enters into a relation of ” 
motion for a ceſſation of 1 

— doubts the probability of a 

war with France and Spain 67 


with America | 36 
Onſlow, Mr. George, defends every 
meaſure of adminiftration. 111 


| ſpeeches of the minority ib. 
Orders for the troops to ſerve under 
Lieut. Gen, Burgoyne 284 


North, Lord, makes his motions on Ordnance, charge of the office of, 


1 N D 
the conciliatory bill 389 
— declares the commiſſioners 


Americans independance 401 


motion for adjourning the Houſe 


———— diſclaims any guidance, per- 


— declares himſelf to be againſt 
any meaſure of accommodation 


— aſſerts that the rebellion. in 
America was ſupported by the 


„ Qt . 304 


E 6 


/ 


Debates thereon 106 


Palliſer, Sir Hugh, infiſts on the im- 


poſſibility of giving a true ſtate of 


the navy 00 
enters into a detail relative to 
the home defence 2 48 


Papers, authentic, account of men 


loſt and diſabled in his Majeſty's | 


land forces, including marines and 
foreign troops in Britiſh pay, in 
North America, ſince Noy, 1, 1774 


161 


monthly general return of 


the army in Canada, under Gen. 


Sir Guy Carleton 162 
returns of ſome additional 
companies at Quebec 163 


—— general return of the Ger- 


man troops ſerving under Gen. Sir 
- Guy Carleton at Quebec _ 
abſtra& return of the regi- 
ment and independent companies 
of invalids in Great Britain, —_ 1 
ibid. 


ry in Great Britain, No. 2 ih. 
———— abſtract return of the infan- 


try in Great Britain, No. 3 ib. 


—— monthly general return of 
the Britiſh army ſerving under 
Sir Guy Carleton, No. 4 ib. 


—— abſtra& of the laſt general! 
returns of his Majeſty's forces in 


the Weſt Indices . "00 


the grants made by Parliament for 
the pay of his. Majeſty's national 
troops ES 166 
eſtabliſhment of general and 
general ſtaff officers, with their re- 

ſpective pay and appointments, in 


North America, for 1774 168 2 4 


eſtabliſhment of general and 


general ſtaff officers, and officers of ß 
the hoſpital, with their reſpective. 7 
pay and appointments in North . * 
America, for 17976, 169 

account of the ſame eſtabliſ- 


ment 


164 


abſtract return of the caval- | 


2 1 , * 
n 


account of the ſavings out of 


EE 0-0 


ment and appointments, in North 
America and the Weſt Indics, for 


1777 170 
account of the ſame for the 
year 1778 | 171 


—— — ettabliſhment of hoſpital of- 


ficers belonging to the garriſons in 
North America and the Weſt In- 
dies, from 1774 to 1778 193 
account of the number of re- 
cruits raiſed in Great Britain from 
Sept. 1774 to Sept. 1777 ib. 
account of perſons employed 
in the different branches of the 
commiſſariate in North America 
and the Weſt Indies from 1774 to 


1776 174 
account of the ſame for 1777 
175 

ditto for 1778 170 


eſtimate of the charge of ſe- 


veral augmentations to his Maje- 


| fiy's forces for times therein ſpe- 
cified 177 
abſtra& of the number of re- 
cruits raiſed by the ſeveral regi- 
ments in Ireland from Sept. 1774 
to Sept. 1777 1 
return of the recruits raiſed 
in the royal Iriſh regiment of ar- 
tillery from the ſame dates 180 
abſtract of the returns of the 
Iriſh infantry for Nov. 1777 181 
abſtract of the returns of the 
ſeveral regiments of horſe in Tre- 
land, for the above month 182 
5 abſtract of the returns of the 
ſerera! regiments of dragoons, for 
the ſame month 183 
account of the groſs produce 
of the cuſtoms of the debentures, 
bounties, certificates, &c. and pay- 
ments into the exchequer, from 
1760 to as far as they can be made 
up | 184 
[The reft of the authentic papers, /uch 
as letters, reports, Sc. auill be found 

in ſbeir proper alphabetical order.] 
Penion, Mr. oppoſes Mr. Luttrell's 
motioa for weekly accounts 62 


4 


E X. 


Petition of ſeveral of the gentlemen, 
freeholders and others, of the coun- 
ty ot Norfolk and the city of Nor- 
wich, preſented and read 376 
Pitt, Mr. T. ſpeaks with great firm- 
neſs againſt the general ſyſtem of 
the miniſtry 305 
—— thinks it very immaterial whe- 
ther the commiſſioners be nomi- 
nated by the crown or the Houſe 


Pownall, Gov. devoutly wiſhes whe 
peace between this country and 
America 87 

deſcribes the integrity of the 

Congreſs and the duplicity of our 

miniſters 88 
tells the Houſe, that the Ame. 
ricans will never return to their 
ſubjeetion to England 89 

A inſiſts that the Americans are 
independent, and will for ever re- 
main ſo go 

abhors the idea of employ- 

ing Indian ſavages in our wars 

conſiders an Indian 9 — 
the unreſtrained effuſion of the 
paſſions of revenge and blood- 

thirſtineſs 365 

ſhews the reſtraints the Indi- 

ans were under when employed in 

the laſt war 356 
— thinks that the neceſſity of 

employing Indians may be avoid- 

ed 357 


Powys, Mr. moves an inſtruction to 


the committee on the conciliatory 
bills | 394 
moves for leave to bring in a 
bill to repeal the Maſſachuſetts 
charter act 3 
moves to inſtruct the com- 
mittee to receive a clauſe to repeal 
the American tea act 404 
Proclamation iſſued by the commiſ- 
fioners for reſtoring peace to h's 
Majefty's colonies in America 253 
5 Propoſals 
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Propoſals for furniſhing carriages, &c. 


for Gen, Burgoyne's expedition 
; 296 
for furniſhing the ſame for 
the artillery 297 
Purport of a diſpatch on or about 
the 2oth of July, 1777 245 
Relation of the expedition to Ben- 
nington 240 


Report of Meſſrs. Long, Neave, Glo- 


ver, and Critchton, on the refe- 


rence of Mr. Atkinſon's rum con- 


tract 18 5 
—forther proceedings on that 
buſineſs :88 


Requiſitions of Gen. Carleton 192 
Return of the royal Irith regiment 
commended by the Earl of Drog- 
heda 360 
Rigby, Mr. is for carrying on the 
war with America by ſtraining eve- 
ry nerve 104 


— Wiſhes to have ſtrangers ex- 


cluded from the gallery 324 
— yindicates the meaſure of em- 
ploying the ſavayes 359 
Rous, Mr. is for putting off the en- 


quiry into Gen. Burgoyne's defeat 


till his arrival 265 
votes for the ſupply of the le- 
vies, though he thinks them raiſed 
againſt law 345 
Rum contract, letter from Mr,Robin- 
ſon to Rich, Oliver, Eſq. on that 
buſineſs | 185 
Saville, Sir George, condems th. 
meaſures of adminiſtration in the 


American war 30 
— ſpeaks on the ſubject of th 

America war - 0H 
—— is for treating with America as 

an independent ſtate 129 


—— 1s entirely againſt a propoſed 

adjournment of the Houſe 157 
Seamen, debate on the motion fer 37 
Staff propoſed for the expedition un- 


der Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne, and 


ſubmitted for the deciſion of Sir 
Guy Carleton 291 
Stanhope, Mr. Walter Spencer, ri- 


E-: © 


ſes to give his opinion on Lord 


North's conciliatory bills 412 


preſſions of the miniſter © 413 
ſtates the ineſſicacy of the 
American navigation acts at this 
period 414 
examines ſome objections 
ſtarted by Mr. Stanley and Mr. 
Ellis 415 
conſiders the miniſter as de- 
viating from his firſt propoſitions 


_ 
examines the alterations made 
in the conciliatory bills 417 


argues on the danger of in- 

veiting individuals with parlia- 

mentary power 418. 

treats the reſponſibility of 
miniſters as a mere mockery 419 

Stanley, Mr. objects to Mr. Fox's 
motions relative to an enquiry into 
the ſtate of the nation 


State of the troops, Britiſn and Ger- 
man, under the command of Sir 


William Howe at Philadelphia 


360 


of the troops, Britiſh and Ger- 


man, under the command of Sir 


Henry Clinton at New York ib. 
Subſtance of the ſpeech of Gen. 


Burgoyne to the Indians in con- 


gies, at the camp upon the river 


Bouquet 217 
» anſwer thereto from the 
old chief of the Iroqucts 219 


Sutton, Sir Richard, oppotes a reſo- 
lution propoſed by Mr, Fox 367 


Thoughts for condusting the war 


from the fide of Canada, by Gen. 
Burgoyne 202 


Thurlow, Mr. rifes in ſupport of the 


meaſures of adminiſtration 30 
ſupports a continuance of a 
ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus 
act 


| 35 
riſes again on the ſame ſub- 


ject in anſwer to Meſſts. Baker and 
Burke 36 
Thurlow, 


notices ſome inconſiſtent ex- 


ꝙKͤͤ««ͤ 4 22 22 


— proves that the colonies 


© Tranſports taken up or contracted 


I 
Thurlow, Mr. objects to letting our 
enemies know either our ſtrength 

or weakneſs 37 

m— — acknowledges his ignorance 

of naval affairs 


IE ——— oppoſes Mr. Baker's motion 


for petitioning the King on the 

Habeas Corpus act 70 
is againſt adminiſtration lay- 
ing certain papers before the Houſe 


throws the whole blame of 
the war on the miniſters who re- 
pealed the ſtamp act 155 
ownſhend, Mr. T. objects to ſup- 
porting a war he deteſted and ab- 
borred 52 
| accuſes the miniſter of ai- 
ſuming unlimited power 61 
attacks the miniſtry for re- 
fuſing to lay certain papers beſore 
the Houſe 80 
accuſed by Lord North of 
being diſorderly, his reply mow 
| l 
applauds Mr. Thurlow for 
finding precedents for our mis fer- 
tunes 103 


Mr. Onflow 111 
— ſupports the motion for 


certain papers to be produced 116 
objects ſtrongly to a pro- 
poted adjournment of the Houſe 
| 157 
argues againſt the uncon- 
ſtitutional mode of raiſing new le- 
vies of troops | 258 
is ſevere on the partiality 
ſhewn to the Scotch in every thing 

344 


7 


alked nothing more of the Indians 
than a neutrality 354 
riſes to make general re- 
marks on the merit in the conduct 

of oppoſition 432 


of 


for by governmeut, an account 
; : 7 I 


1 


anſwers the reflection of 


. | 

Turner, Mr. propoſes putting anend 
to the American war, as. being the 
ſenſe of his conſtituents 29 
——— accuſes the miniſtry of be. 
ing combined to betray their coun. 
try 318 
—— — oppoſes excluding ſtrangers 
from the gallery 325 
Van, Mr.draws a compariſon between 
Britain and Rome, America and 
Carthage 343 
Victuallers, hired to carry proviſions 
to North America, account of the 
expence of the freight of, and the 

value of the ſaid proviſion 189 
Vyner, Mr. oppoſes ſhutting the door 
of the gallery to ſtrangers 325 
Wallace, Mr. aſſerts, that though it is 
illegal for the King to levy money, 
yet it is legal for him to get it le- 
vied for him 345 
Walloon-Creek, account of an af- 
fair which happened near that 
place 237 
Wedderburn, Mr ſpeaks for the 
- augmentation of the army and na- 
vy | 31 
attempts to prove the in- 
tentions of America to indepen- 


dence | 32 
deſcribes his own political 
character 102 


——— declares he ſpeaks no one's 
opinion but his own 267 
cont-nds, that contribu- 
tions really voluntary, were legal 
4 
inſiſts that the crown a 
has the right of appointing com- 
miſſioners to treat of peace 391 
declares his reaſon for ap- 
proving the conciliatory bills was 
not grounded on deſpondency 400 
Whitbred, Mr. complains of the in- 
equitable mode of aſſeſſing and le- 
vying the land tax 64 
Whitworth, Sir Charles, ordered to 
make his report of the committee 


of ſupply w 
IIK es, 


S- nn Www R 


p ou + Wi s ww 3 ws 3 


ED, 0 + 


Wilkes, Mr. animadverts on ſome 
parts of the King's ſpeech 5 
—— — repreſents the American war 
as unnatural, unjuſt, and IG 


—— — foretells the fate of Gen. 
Burgoyne's expedition ib. 
— — ſtates the impoſſibility of ever 


being able to conquer America 7 


— — maintains that men are not 
to be converted by the bayonet or 
8 


impriſonment 

aſſerts that the nation has 
been duped for ſeveral years by a 
ſucceſſion of miniſterial falſehoods 


9 

— attributes all the calamities 
of the war to the arbitrary obſti- 
nacy of adminiſtration 10 
m——= repreſents Gen, Burgoyne as 
a a pious preacher, acting repug- 
nant to every principle of huma- 
nity | 11 
— accuſes adminiſtration of be- 
ing wilfully blind to the treachery 


of France 12 
— conſiders Portugal as totally 
loſt to us ib. 


points out the univerſal 
gloom ſpreading over the political 
hemiſphere _— > 
recommends an accommoda- 
tion with America 14 
takes a view of the ſtate of 
our ſea and land forces 131 
obſerves, that amidſt all the 
preparations for war, not a word 
of peace is heard ib. 
points to one of the ſhorteſt 
compendiums of flavery ever giv- 
en 132 


magnaminity of the Congreſs 133 
— — conſiders the declaratory act 

as not only the fountain of the wa- 

ters of bitterneſs, bat of rivers of 

blood | 134 
mentions the maſſacres com- 
Vor, VIII. 


ſhews the moderation and 


EK: 
mitted by Gen. Burgoyne's army 
| 135 


Wilkes, Mr. con ſiders the capitulation 


of Gen. Burgoyne as inglorious 136 
- ſuppoſes the declaratory act 
to have ipring from the repeal of 


the Ramp act „ 
propoſes a repeal of all the 
acts paſſed ſince 1763 139 
takes a curſory view of thoſe 
acts — — 
notices' a curious political 
race in the Houſe 142 


confiders the nation as in a 
declining and deſperate ſtate 143 
gives not the leaſt oppoſition 

to either of the conciliatory bills 
421 
ſnews that every thing com- 
ing from the minority, which had 
been treated with contempt by the 
miniſtry, . is now adopted by them 
422 
conſiders the conciliatory 

bills as inadequate to the purpoſe 

ad 
| conſiders the ſceptre of 3 
rica as departed from Britain 424 
repreſents the Americans as 
not to be cajoled by adminiſtration 
with a parchment act 425 
—— infiſts that the Americans 
have no confidence in any of our 
profeſſions or promiſes ib. 
produces inſtances of the 
gratitude of the Americans 426 
— repreſents the ear of Eng- 
land as ſadly abuſed by the preſent 
race of miniſters ib. 


ral as enemies to the Americans 


| 427 
ſays, the miniſter had aſſured 
the country gentlemen of a ſohd 
and ſubitautial revenue from Ame- 
rica 1 
conſiders an Indian cam- 


paign as productive of every ſpe- 
cies 


m m 


conſiders the Scots in gene 


8 


cies of torture the human frame is 
1 429 
Wilkes, Mr. gives js advice to admini- 
ſtration 5 manner they ought 
to act : 430 
trembles for the fate of Ca 


nada, Nova Scotia, the two Flori- 
das, and the Weſt India iſlands 

; 431 
Wilmot, Mr. conſiders the concilia- 
tory bills as well adapted to the 


40¹ 


intended purpoſe 


D 
| Wilmot, Mr. allows of the right o 
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taxation, but not the uſe of it, ag 
being a ef, and imprudent 402 
— conũders independence as the 
conſequence of the quarrel, and 
not the original delign of the 
Americans | 403 
Longe, Sir George, expreſſes his con- 
cern that the preference was now 
given to Scotch ſoldiers and Scotch 


ſtateſmen 343 
| propoſes a rider, which is 
withdrawn - 431 


